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THE PUBLIC FORUM
POLICE AND PREP. BANNER.

I notice that two decent citizens were
arrested because they displayed a
streamer upon which they expressed
their sentiments regarding the non-
sense so muchly touted as "prepar-
edness." The question naturally
arises in the mind of a free citizen
and lawyer as to whether we are liv-

ing in free America or Germany?
Who are sovereign in this city and
country, the authorities and police-
men or the people?

The alleged offense was disorderly
conduct, but evidence is clear that
no disorder occurred.

As a lawyer I will wager my repu-
tation against that, of the policemen
that they can't find a jury in the city,
composed of and honest
citizens, who will convict the men of
the charge, or any other charge, and
further the policemen had no right
to enter the premises without a war-
rant to arrest anyone, and they
know it

This incident only illustrates very
forcibly the fact that the police force
of this city is made up of a lot of cat-
tle. How could they be expected to
know anything of American princi-
ples of government, its traditions
and sacred institutions? Like the
school board of this city, they look
like the aggregation which used to
compose the "Midway Plaisance" at
the world's fair something from
every nationality on earth, and their
antics display the same lack of in-

telligence and intention.
They are both a disgrace to the city
and to American citizenship. ,Both
the police force and the school board
want to lay down the law to the peo-
ple without right or reason, forget
ting that the'people are sovereign in
this country, and will do it for them-
selves, and that their courts will in-

terpret and construe it without the
aid of police or school board.

Some of our dear people are howl-
ing about preparedness with wonder- -

ful strenuosity, but they seem entire-
ly ignorant that, the police force of
this city is i denying the right of citi-
zens to keep firmarms in their own
homes, a right which is guaranteed
by the constitution itself; and one
which the supreme court says could
not be denied, because its denial
would violate the inherent power of
flip pnuornmont tr rtnfnnA
through jts citizenship, they being 111
tne reserve militia of the country.
Yet, nothwithstanding this expres-
sion of the highest court in the land,
ths police force and the municipal
courts of this city are violating this
decision every day openly and de-

fiantly and unlawfully. How can citi-
zens respect such servants? Everett
Guy Ballard.

NO WAR. Some of our people are
so alarmed by orators
etc, over the possibility of an imrae- -'
diate conflict between the U. S. and
Japan, that to allay all such fears I
think it appropriate to indulge in a
little comparison of the wo powers.

First, we find the population of the
two nations, including all their col-qni-

as follows: U. S., 109,000,000;
Japan, 73,000,000. Next the number
of battleships possessed by each:
U. S., 187; Japan, 145. And, last, the
number of equipped soldiers at pres-
ent: U. S., 160,000; Japan, 400,000..

We findhat we have a population '
one-ha- lf again as large as Japan,
which is an important factor in both
the wealth and fighting strength of a
nation, ana a. tact that would keep
foreign statesmen awake a eond
many nights before daring to declare
war against us.

As to battleships, we exceed Japan
in number bv 25 ner cent, and T nm
sure that our navy as a whole ex-- fet
ceeas japan s iuuy luu per cent in ef--
nciency. uur sailors are the best-train- ed

in the world, and in handling
the big guns they knock the babies
down with such reckless abandon as
to make the rear admirals of other
nations sit ere.ct and take notice


