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THE ASSASINATION OF THE PROGRESSIVE
PARTY, AGE FOUR

(The last of four articles in which I and personalities will take their
Herbert Quick, who knows politics places." Well, EXACTLY that m

A to Z, tells the real inside gan to take place in 1912. The acid
story of the death of the 'Progressive of Roosevelt's activities was set to
party, born four years ago and just work dissolving the insurgent group
laid to rest.) and destroying La Follette's candi

BY HERBERT QUICK
Who should be the insurgent can-

didate against Taft? That was THE
QUESTION in the latter part of
1911.

It was the unanimous opinion of
the insurgent group that La Follette
was the man. He refused to run un-

less the men asking him to run
would agree to stand by him to the
end, and unless enough money could
be collected to enable the movement
to have some chance to succeed.

He knew the chances were he
would be beaten; but he made it
clear that he would not stand for any
quitting in any other man's interest
after his hat went into the ring.

Every man in the group agreed to
his terms, and he began his spectac-
ular campaign.

La Follette burned up the prairies,
swept over the trans-Missou- ri terri-
tory, electrified New York, thrilled
IUnois and Ohio. This was in the
latter part of 1911 and the first six
weeks of 1912.

His following was made up partly
of his own tried and true groups, in
Wisconsin, North Dakota and the
northwest generally, and partly of
the progressive crowd who had been
with Roosevelt

Some of these men were greatly
troubled when Roosevelt began to
show them that in his opinion the
movement had now gained such
strength he ought to seize upon it
FOR HIMSELF. Some began to
make demands that La Follette divide
certain delegations with Roosevelt.

"If Roosevelt goes into the pro-
gressive movement he will smear
and obscure principles and issues,

dacy.
Roosevelt split the Republican

party, and founded the Progressive
party. He lost the election and he
lost interest in reform. The war
broke out, and at once Roosevelt
threw overboard his economic de-

mands, and went mad on two things
preparedness, and hatred for Wil-

son. The Progressive party met at
Chicago, without a single vestige
left, so far as its proceedings show,
of the old fervor for reform. It had
become a Roosevelt party and noth-
ing more. What La Follette predict-
ed in 1910 had come to pass. Issues
had disappeared.

A person had become all.
But the Progressive party on the

wane contained nothing of. interest
to Roosevelt. Clearly the only thing
of any value about it was the good
will. The Perkinses, Flinns, Mun-sey- s,

McCormicks, Walter Browns,
Dan Hannas and the rest of the plu-
tocrats and" machinists who came in
with the colonel, went out with him.

And then, the Progressive party,
robbed of its principles by Roosevelt,
and robbed also of its one idol, did
the most bitterly appropriate thing'
ever done in American politics. It
nominated Roosevelt for president,,
and adjourned. But this act it said
to the colonel:

"We made a party for you the
Progressive party. You have done it
to death. What life is left in it we
abandon to you. Here is the knife.
Put the Progressive party out of its
misery!"

And the colonel, refusing to run
against Hughes, did exactly that. The
Progressive party is officially dead.
The insurgent movement, once t&3


