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Strange that this should be merely
because of efforts to obtain simple
justice for an innocent soldier! Why
was it so?

Because the abettors or partisans
of the real traitor took advantage of
the fervid patriotism of the French
people.

They (the traitor's friends)
claimed that the flag was being "in-

sulted," that the army was being "de-

famed," that the nation was being
"dishqnored," etc., and in the in-

terest of "a Jew traitor."
Fired by these appeals to their

blinded, uninformed and misguided
patriotism and also by racial preju-
dices, hordes of French patriots ral-

lied to support the real ,traitor and
his eUow scoundrels.

Finally, however, justice prevailed
over patriotism. Dreyfus
was proved innocent and was re-

stored to the, French army in spite
of "patriotism," "love of flag," etc

This is merely one of thousands of
instances wherein .villains have
wrapped themselves fn their coun-
try's flag in order to accomplish their
dirty work. Whoever tries to stop
them, tries to tear the flag away
from them and reveal their villainy,
is classified as a "desecrator of the
flag," or as a "copperhead," or as
being "unpatriotic," etc. according
to such misguided patriots as "Citi-
zen."

This is No. 1 of three or fqur short
articles about the difference between
"patriotism" and PARTIOTISM and
about the distinction between flag
respect and flag fetichism. My next
article will show "Citizen" her un-
reasonable error show her that the
teachers she complains against were
respecting and honoring the flag inr

stead f "insulting" it. W. J. Fripp,
Kissimmee, Fla.

CONDENSATION MAKES BETTER

LETTERS Thirty-si- x words
express what A. H. Peterson writes
in 108 words. Celia Cohen uses 321
words,- - 140 are sufficient Thirty

words are enough where T. D. C.
uses 47. These Forum lefters were
in Monday's Day Book. M. H.

TEACHERS WITH IDEALS. In
the problem of school teachers there
is one item that seems not to have
been commented upon sufficiently,
and that is the importance of having
the best possible teachers to exercise
an influence over the rising genera-
tions of American citizens. It is well
known that the ideals impressed
upon the childish and youthfiil minds
are very likely to become integral
parts of the adult mind and charac-
ter. Therefore, the question before
our school board should not be so
much whether the teacher is Roman-
ist or Protestant as whether the
teacher has high ideals and will in-

spire them into her pupils.
Unquestionably the teachers of

America in this generation are to a
large extent shaping the ideals of the
children who will be men and wom-
en of the next generation. If those
ideals are biased , distorted or
dwarfed those teachers should be
eliminated, but if the teacher is able
and does impart to her pupils purity
of life, nobility of character and loy-
alty to home and to government, and
especially to one's religion, whatever
it may be, those teachers are most
essential o the school system.
These considerations should

membership in any organ-
ization, whether it be G. of L. or any
church or political party. E. B.
Beckwith.

BLUE ISLAND GETS DOLLAR GAS
Suburban towns are rejoicing over

the victory of Blue Island over the
gas company, by which Blue Island
won $1 gas. The rates were reduced
from $1.10 a thousand cubic feet to
$1, by order of the Illinois public
utilities commission. Evanston won
$1 gas several months ago. Other
suburbs will now file complaints.
The next action is expected to come
from Oak Park and Cicero.
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