
PUBLIC OPINION A FACTOR IN
AUTOMATIC PHONE SUIT

AGAINST BELL CO.

Public opinion, what the people
are saying on street cars and in sa-

loons and at church sociables, will
be one of the factors in the $8,000,-00- 0

damage suit brought by the
Automatic phone prowd against the
Bell monopoly.

Attorneys Dan Schuyler for Chi-

cago Utilities Co. and Ralph M. Shaw
for the Automatic bondhelders starte-

d- court action recently aimed at
soaring the American Telephone &
Telegraph Co. and the Chicago Tele-

phone Co. $8,000,000. That's the
amount of cash they claim the Auto-
mate crowd has lost through failure
of the Bell interests to buy the Auto-
matic

Defense1 of the Bell interests will
showthat the contract of sale stip-

ulated the Bell interests didn't have
to buy the Automatic "unless public
opinion was favorable to the sale"
and the Bell interests were to be the
judges on whether the public would
stand for the deal

Public Ownership league officers
say the new litigation can't snarl the
situation any worse than it'3 already
snarled.

"We are keeping our suit before
Judge Windes asking an injunction
to stop the sale," said Charles P.
Schwartz, attorney for John Fitzpat-ric- k,

taxpayer and president P.
"Even if the federal depart-

ment of justice had approved the
deal, I believe it would have been
stopped by the courts because of the
fact that in the city council there had
not been the necessary two-thir- ds

vote of aldermen for the deal. Our
contention was that for the repeal of
the Automatic franchise ordinance
terms, a two-thir- ds instead of a ma-

jority vote was required. This was
not lived up to.

"Attorney General Gregory took a
course that was strictly in 'line, with

his duty when he refused to approve
the Automatic deal. Two telephone
interests came to him and asked him
to approve an act they were going to
commit They asked him immunity
from prosecution, if they did it. He '
said he wouldn't guarantee them
anything. He left them to do what- -'

ever they desired to do and take the
consequences."
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ZEPPELIN BROUGHT DOWN IN

RAID OVER LONDON
London, October 2. The huge

Zeppelin shot down in last
night's attempted raid on London
crumpled up and broke into several
pieces as it plunged earthward be-
fore the eyes of thousands of Lon-
doners.

Fragments fell from fifty to sixty
yards apart and with them mangled
bits of bodies. Thus far the corpses
of 13 Germans have beeji recovered.
The bodies of the other Zeppelin sail-
ors are believed to have been scat-
tered over a wide area.

Suddenly a small red speck ap-
peared in the heavens, gradually
growing into a red ball of fire.

The flames spread like lightning,
lighting up the country for miles
around. The Zeppelin seemed to
stand still for the moment, present-
ing an indescribable spectacle. Its
blazing, flaming fabric silhouetted
the aluminum framework. Every de-

tail stood out as if limned by some
artist depicting a scene from helL

An silence settled
over the crowd as the Zeppelin felL
There were no explosions. No roar
from the rush through the air of this
great body reached the London
crowds. But with the dying after-
glow a mighty cheer rolled up from
North London and swept the entire
city, registering England's triumph.

Ten Zeppelins crossed east coast
in last night's raid. Beside one shot
down another attempted to raid Lon-
don, but was driven off. There were
no casualties and no damage was
done,
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