
BASEBALL SPORTS OF ALL SORTS BOXING

AMERICAN LEAGUE SEASON WAS
FINANCIAL SUCCESS

By Mark Shields -

Baseball in' the American league
during the season recently closed
was a paying investment, only one
club losing money.

This is the statement of Ban John-
son, president of the organization,
who usually knows everything that
transpires, and is in the nature of a
reply to President Joe Lannin of the
Boston Red Sox, who moaned that
the season had not been a success.

Ban says the Mackmen are the
only people who lost anything, which
is not surprising, as Connie Mack
was not after financial returns dur-
ing 1916, but was trying to rebuild
a baseball machine.

Comiskey's White Sox led in at-

tendance, according to Johnson.
Detroit was next, Boston third and
St. Louis and .Cleveland were close
together. Washington did fairly
well and the Yanks had a big time
at home during the fore part of the
season, when they gained ascen,-dan- cy

over the Giants in the estima-
tion of Gotham fans.

The fact that St Louis made
money may be news, for it is an un-

usual occurrence Fielder Jones
was away badly, he and his team
were roundly panned by all Mound
City critics and-the- n came the whi-

ning streak that made the club a
pennant contender for a short time.
It was worth hig money at the box
office, for the club not only drew well
at home, but on the road was a
prime, favorite.

Making money was a novelty to
the clubowners after the lean years
during the Federal league war. Their
profits would have been larger had it
not been for wartime salaries they
were forced to disgorge when the
third circuit was a factor lin the
game. Some of these contracts
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have another year to run, but the
majority expired with the 1916 sea-so- li

and prospects for 1917 are
bright.

Keen as was the competition in the
American league in the recent cam-
paign, it should be better next sea-
son. St. Louis will be a better club
from the jump, Washington will be
more powerful and New York should
start as it did last year, with little
chance it will suffer so many inju-
ries as this season. Cleveland may
not spurt so sensationally, but will
be a tough team.

And the Mackmen will be a much-chang-

combination. Connie's peo-
ple will not present a soft-boil-

front to every opponent and will win
many a hall game.

Joe Tinker is still manager of the
Cubs. The directors of the club have
given out no statement regarding the
status of the 1916 pilot and his con-
tract runs until the first of the year.
Joe finished, well down the lis, but
he was beset by handicaps that were
difficult to overcome and became im-
possible owing to the injuries that
befell the athletes.

The Cubs will .start 1917 with Lar-
ry Doyle at second base ,and that
means much. It means the bag itself
will be well guarded and also that
Chuck Wortman will be a much-improv-

young man at short And Vic
Saier may also inhale some of Lar
ry's pep, which wouldn't be at all
fatal to Vic or his playing record.

Out on the Midway the University
of Chicago footballers are said to be
fearing Northwestern in the game
scheduled with the Purple next Sat-
urday: All1 of which is the veriest
poppycock. If this was about low
brow sport like baseball we'd say
"bunk, but college athletics Reserve
the more and longer
"poppycock."

On the form displayed by the
Maroons against Indiana they have
nothing to fear from Northwestern,
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