
THE PUBLIC FORUM
ANONYMOUS WRITERS. The

remark is quite often made by writ-

ers in The Forum that a person not
signing his real name is not manly,
or it is not American-lik- e, or is
ashamed of himself. It is, therefore,
my candid opinion that it is because
we are not free. Should, for in-

stance, a real American, employed
by Marshall Field & Co., write a pro-

test of certain conditions in his place
of employment the American man-
agement of that store would, without
a doubt, give him his last check, with
the notice, "Your services are no
longer required." This might mean
starvation for himself and family. A
professional or business man in giv-

ing vent to his opinion will
Americanized by the boycott route
for signing his own name.

Personally I h&ve heard remarks
a thousand times like this: "I would
not patronize that store of Mr. o.

He is too independent, or he is
a Democrat or Republican; to say
nothing of religious sects, who are
always ready to give up their patron-
age of those who differ from them in
that respect

There are also learned people us-
ing anonymous names when they
write just because they are hot anx-
ious to see their name in print and
do not want to give the impression
that they are selfish or want to be
known for their knowledge. They do
not want to be accused of seeking
for A physi-
cians' organization, for instance,
does not permit a member td write
over his own signature in the public
press for fear this member is trying,
by so doing, to adverties himself,
which is called by some of that pro-
fession unethical.

A pretty good example is the case
of Dr. Haiselden, who dared to write
for the Hearst papers. He was ousted
by his society. Very American, is it
not?

No, Forum writers, we are not yet

independent, no matter whether we
call ourselves Americans or hyphens.
It has cost the writer a small fortune
to do that very thing, signing his real-name- .

Even in the public schools
children that express themselves dif-
ferently from their teachers are
many times nagged by the latter be-
cause they dared so .to do.

"fiive me liberty or give me
death,"- said Patrick Henry. Today,
if one takes liberty that others don't
like, they take his bread.

We have not yet learned the sig- -
hnificance of the words liberty and
independence. Anonymous.

FREE PRESS. I have only one
criticism of your political editorial
policy and that was you almost for-
got that the working people are be-
ginning to want to think for them-
selves and they must think for them-
selves if they are to win.

You have established a press free
from the "advertising octopus," and
if you can keep the reading matter
free from the one-mi- vision surely
success is yours.

Don't forget that many people buy
it for the express purpose of reading
in The Forum about what others
think. Your readers are capable of
tackling some great questions,
among which is the great question of
the high t:ost of living.

Wilson is not the fault, nor is high
tariff the fault The whole fault is
that the working class is not trying
to work together on scientific facts.
The leaders have not appeared.
(Pardon me, I forgot Allen S.) They
have not found out what the working
class is capable of because they have
not tried. Show me one cash buy-
ers' union in Chicago, one true con-
sumers' union, one true
union that is based upoa scientific
business principles.

You have a rich and verdant field
before you in Chicago, where daily
the toilers spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to enrich State
street, etc.


