
PEOPLE WIN FIRST FIGHT FOR FREE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS BY PROGRESSIVE ACT OF COUNCIL

Big Business and the subtle influ-
ence behind the Jakey Loeb faction
of the school board received the
hardest jolt ever given by 'the city
council last night when by a vote of
42 to 16 the aldermen passed a reso-
lution asking for an elective school
board to consist of seven members.

Then to further amaze the lobby-
ists and representatives of the plutes
the council passed an amendment to
the previous resolution which pro-
vided for the recall of any elected
member who disobeys the oath of
office.

Sincere civic leaders, labor officials
and others who have watched the
city council dance to the whip of Big
Business in former years were stirred
by the day's events in the council
chambers. It was a big day for the
city. It proved even to the council's
severest critics that the aldermen
can be free.

Aid. Michaelson, Fred Lundin's
protege, and Aid. Oscar De Priest,
negro administration leader, fought
hard against the council tossing
down Big Business. Opposed to
them, the fight was led by Aid. Lynch
and Buck.

Aid. Block proposed the recall
amendment. It was the first time
this, progressive measure has ever
been considered seriously in the city
council. The aldermen weren't pre-
pared. They blinked, asked ques-
tions and then, carried away by the
spirit of real progress which they
were writing into the history of Chi-
cago, they passed it by a vote of 38
to 15.

The passage of the recall amend-
ment floored the old interests. It
was a surprise to even the most pro-
gressive of the aldermen. Aid. John
C. Kennedy, Socialist, who has been
one of the leaders in the fight for
better things, said:

"If any one had told me ten min-
utes before the council meeting that

the city council of Chicago would go
on record in favor of the recall I
would have told him he was crazy."

The action of the city council will
go before the state legislature when
it convenes next month. The coun-
cil can't change the school law.

L That's up to the legislators. But the
official action of the city council is
bound to be a big influence. However
there's bound to be a scrap. The

Big Business lobbyists, led
by John M. Glenn, arch-lobbyi- st of
the HI. Manufacturers' ass'n, are al-

ready in the field trying to get legis-
lators to vote against this bill to give
the people control over their own
school board.

Another amendment was offered
by Aid. 'Capitain before the close of
the discussion. It provided that all
laws relating to school board affairs
be submitted to a referendum of the
voters before they can become ef-

fective. This was adopted.
Another amendment provided that

the elected school trustees be paid an
annual salary of $5,000. This was
also adopted.

The council also:
' Referred to finance committee re-

port of Wm. Keith, com'r electricity,
that lights would be put out unless
his department got $100,000 more to
run. '

Passed ordinance of Aid. Toman
asking quiz of city bridge, building
program; ordered work stopped on
new bridge plans.

Saw the ordinance pased at last
meeting, giving 25 policemen to
State's Att'y Hoyne, become a law
without mayor's signature.

, Passed an order of Aid. Merriam
directing Chief of Police Heatey to
observe orders of appropriation bill.

Referred to finance committee or-
dinance Of Aid. Miller directing tax
quiz at loop.

Sent finance committee's report
that city comptroller pay sanitary

ft


