
BIG HOTELS' TAXI CRAFT IS
Hit by proposed law

Big Business, the newspaper trust
and Chief Healey have lined up to
prevent the passage of a proposed
ordinance that aims to do away with
the danger of taxicab-clutter- ed

streets and would also force the big
taxi companies to pay something like
a fair amount of their profits to the
city.

Aid. Thos. Doyle, the leader in the
fight for the ordinance, brought out
today that 'the cheapest rent paid by
any firm In the loop is that paid by
the Hotel La Salle Taxi Co. They
pay ?5 a year for. each of their 50
taxis.

And their business is so profitable
that they turned down a new con-
tract from the Walden W. Shaw Co.,
"who paid them $12,000 a year for the
taxi privilege. The hotel people
bought a fleet of brand new cabs and
started in' the business for them-
selves.

There are 1,260 taxicabs picking
up their fares in the downtown dis-
trict, most of them around hotels.
Of these, only 250 are owned by pri-
vate individuals. The rest, over
1,000 are operated by corporations.

For the $5 they pay for each cab
they are allowed to congest the loop
streets, endanger pedestrians and de-

lay traffic. Doyle's ordinance would
prohibit the parking of autos in the
loop between 7 a. m. and 7 p. m.

Right here Chief Healey butted in
on the discussion of the ordinance
by the council committee and plead-
ed, that such an ordinance- would be
unjust to the "poor individual." Jut
Doyle had prepared for such an ar-
gument

Around the City Hall it is well
known that the Ass'n of Commerce
has stood, behind Chief Healey and
assisted him in landing his job as
chief. The Ass'n of Commerce is
bitterly opposed to the Doyle ordi-
nance. So Doyle was. prepared to an-
swer Healey.

t He did so by calling Tim Neary,

if iffjfftl'

head of the chauffeurs' union. Nearjr
represented the little fellows. He
swept away Healey's argument by

that only the big cor-
porations and the big hotels were
fighting the proposed ordinance. The
profits would not be so big if it were
passed; The companies would be.
forced to build downtown garages.
That would cost a great deal of mo-
ney.

In addition it was found that the
only two big companies that have
acted fairly toward the city and to-

ward the men are not opposed to
the ordinance.

The Tribune, the Daily News and
the Post ajre leading the fight in be-
half of Big Biz against the ordinance.
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LONG FIGHT FOR STRIP OF LAND

COMES TO SUDDEN END
WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA

An fight for the strip of
alley back of Carson,Pirie, Scott &
Co., which is owned by Marshall Field
& C6. and leased to Carson's, was
brought to a sudden and mysterious
ending yesterday when attorneys for
Juliette Hansen and Frederick J.
Howe, complainants in the suit
against the Field estate, suddenly
quit cold.

The complainants are the grand-
children of Butner L. Morris, original
owner of the property. In 1857 Mor-

ris had the property subdivided and
an alley, the land in question, laid out
through it Later the property pass- -
ed into the hands of Levi Z. Leiter,
who sold it to Marshall Field.

Marshall Field wanted to erect a
building and found the alley would
interfere. That was the time he
bunked the city coimcil into accept-
ing a small strip at the east end of
the property in return for the alley.
Tfien he erected the building.

Morris' heirs claimed the property
was given the city and under the law
could not be sold without their con-

sent But now they've suddenly quit
the figh


