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OLD MAN HIGH COST IS SENDING
LOADS OF CHILDREN INTO

FACTORIES AT LOW WAGE
How the high ost of living has hit

the children of Chicago is shown in
a report on the industrial survey
being made by the compulsory 'edu-
cation department of the board of ed-

ucation. Hundreds of children be-
tween the ages of 14 a4id 16 are un-
necessarily at work, says the report,
and about 2,000 of these are from
well-fixe- d homes. W. L. Bodine, head
of the department, turned over his
dope to Sup't Shoop Thursday. It
showed the results of an investiga-
tion of 7,320 children to whom work-
ing certificates have been Issued.

High cost of food is blamed for
the increase in the number-o- f little
workers going from good homes.
After securing certificates, 1,216 chil-
dren returned to school. 140 more
have promised to do so later. 500
are neither at work or at school and.
4,700 are shown at work.

The average pay is below $5 a
week, and 56 of the working ones are
getting $1 and $2 per week. 667 are
on piecework and no figures are
given on their salaries. Of the 4,023
working at a fixed pay, 3,333 get be-
tween $4 and $6 a wek. Qne lad gets
$14.50.

General conditions are shown in
the following 'figures: Certificates
issued to boys, 4,617; to girls, 2,703;
necessarily employed, 4,289; working
more than 30 days, 3,734; less than
30 days, 966; in factories, 1,872; in
offices, 980; in stores, 563; ojther
places, 1,357. There are 36 physi-
cally deficient and four mental de-
fectives.

Home conditions are recorded this
way: Pair home, 21,451; bad envi-
ronment, 196; extreme poverty, 320.

Weekly wage runs as follows: 8,
getting $2.50; 128, $3; 122, $3.50;
571, $4; 753, $4.50; 1,156, $5; 184,
$5.50; 669, $6; 66, $6.50; 167, $7; 35,
$7 50; 83, $8; 15, $8.50; 18, $9; 3,
$9.50, and 13, $10 to $12.

"Many certificates are issued with--

out prospective Immediate employ
ment," the report reads, "and there
is an increase in the number going
from good homes. That is due, doubt-
less, to the high cost of living. Trac-
ing children impresses parents with
the practicability of returning their
sons and daughters to school if em-
ployment is not secured. If neither
at school nor at work, they are 'apt
to develop into delinquents."

RED1STRICT WARDS AND ELECTj
FEWER ALDERMEN LESS

OFTEN, KERNER SAYS
To save money and time of public

officials, Aid. Kerner presented a new,
plan of city government yesterday
at the council meeting.

Divide the city into 50 wards, pay
aldermen $4,000 a year, make, the
term of office four years and pro-

vide for the recall of councilmen,
declared Kerner yesterday as he
handed the council an ordinance to
accomplish these ends. The saving
between 1919 and 1923 would be
about, $3,000,000, Kerner said, be-

cause of the reduction in the num-
ber of aldermen and elections.

The council also:
Accepted resignation of John

Kjellander, elected clerk of the su-
perior court.

Passed an ordinance to allow the
city to bcrrow $1,500,000 to meet the
January payrolls.

Voted through an ordinance re-
quiring reporting of all cases of food
poisoning for health dep't investiga-
tion.

Ordered judiciary committee to
show how city might operate a mu-
nicipal bank.

Paved way for law allowing city to
operate automatic phone properties.

U. S. EMPLOYES ORGANIZE
U. S. employes organized in Ma-

sonic Temple meeting last night ad-
dressed by Oscar P. Nelson, vice
president Chicago Federation of
Labor. An interstate organization. Jg
to be effected.


