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BASEBALLSPORTS OF ALL SORTS BOXING

BALL PLAYERS TO DECIDE
STRIKE ACTION TOMORROW

1 By Mark Shields
If the Baseball Players' Fraternity

Hacks power toenforce a strike of
.minor league athletes and sympa-
thetic action by the majors, it is run-
ning a colossal bluff.

If it really is strong enough to en- -i

force its threats, things are about to
(happen that will change the entire
j political angle of the game.

Players of this section of the
country will attend a meeting here
tomorrow night, at which Al ee

of the Philadelphia Nationals
will read a letter from Dave Fultz.

'Fultz alone knows ,the contents of
this missive, but it is said to be load-

ed with dynamite for the major boss-
es. Joe Benz of the White Sox, not

'in sympathy with the movement, will
. .nevertheless attend. Bob Bx)th of

the Cleveland Indians and one of two
Cubs are also expected to.be there.

:A raft of minor leaguers who winter
In Chicago will be among those pres-- d

ent.
According to Demaree, the Na--

vtionalis controlled by the fraternity.
This is mainly due to the way play-
ers have been treated by the veteran
major- - In. the American the organ-
ization is not quite so strong, but
some of ,the stars of tlje organiza-
tion are numbered among its mem- -

. bers. Garry Herrmann, owner of the
Beds and chairman of the national
commission, says his league does not
fear the players. - .

President Ban Johnson of he
American on his way east, has de- -

l fied .Fultz and his followers to do
their worst. Things are lining up for
a straight out fight, and the magni-
tude of the battle depends upon the
number of men the fratednity can
hold in line.

Despite the warlike --attitude of
both fides, it is hardly likely matters

will reach a stage of open warfare,
interfering with the opening of the
season. Conditions are not propi-
tious for a strike. Baseball is getting
back on its feet and che players have
no place to go in the "event of a
walk-ou- t.

Just recovering from the blight of
the Federal league war, the sport
needs every aid to rehabilitate itself.
Fans, who'payihe freight, are tired
of the continual bickering. They
will determine-wh- o is at fault and
demand a showdown. They have
proven in the past two years that
they will not attend-ba- ll games

the bear a major league
label.

Art Wilson has refjrned his Cub
contract with the statement that he
will not stand for the salary cut
made. Jimmy Archer has taken the
same action. The size of these cuts
is something known only to the play-
ers and thevclub officials, but a rea-
sonable reduction was to be expect-
ed. Salaries" rose beyond all reason
during the Federal war and players
received more money than they
knew was in existence.

It hurts to go back to the stan-
dard that prevailed before the war,
but that is the level salaries must
reach, baseball is not a grand opera
affair, though there are some prima
donna salaries. Jt is a game support-
ed by the people who pay 25, 50 and
75 cents for an afternoon's amuse-
ments.

The tendency has been steadily to-
ward the reduction of the number of
two-b- it perches and the level has
been reached in that direction. Now,
if it is necessary in order to-- pay in-
creased salaries, to reduce the num-
ber of half-doll- ar seats, there will be
a roar from the patrons, for the stan-
dard of the game, especially in the
National, has not increased recently.
If anything, it has fallen off in the
parent organization, within the past
three or four seasons.
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