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COAL TRUST HEADS ACCUSED OF PLOT TO
BOOST PRICES CLYNE ASKED TO PROBE

The inside of the coal situation
as a big labor man sees it was open
ed to light for the first time yester-da- y

when Ed Nockels, secretary of
9 the Chicago Federation of Labor,

wrote a long letter to U. S. Att'y
Chas. Clyne to give that official one
viewpoint on the 'coal strike.
j The whole trouble, Nockels says,
is a result of a plot by the coal trust
gang to lay the blame for the high
price of coal on the teamsters; they
forced the strike on the workers to
boost the price of coal and take an-
other slam at union labor in the eyes
of the public. The letter follows:

"Mr. Chas. F. Clyne, U. S. Dis't
Att'y Dear Sir: According to
newspaper stories, the government is
making an investigation in reference
to the doubling and trebling of the
price of a ton of coal. We know the
wages for mining a ton of coal has
not been increased. We know that
freight charges for a ton of coal have
not been increased, and then we also
know, most positively, that the price
of a ton of coal has Increased enor-
mously.

"We know that Mr. Upham of the
coal trust was the collector of the
campaign fund of the Republican
party We know that Mr. Peabody
of the coal trust was the collector
of the campaign fund for the Demo-
cratic party. We suspected that
when the government would make its
investigation that these two honor-
able gentlemen's tracks in all pro- -
babilities would be covered and the
hold-u-p of the people by the coal

' trust would continue in the same old
way.

"Therefore we wish to call to your
attention that in order to perpetuate
this hold-u-p by the coal trust and the
railroads and to continue prices high-
er and in order that they may not
be held up in. the limelight of the-pub- -

lic as being responsible for the high
price of coal, they have now con-
spired, with the assistance of the
trust press, to hang this condition of
affairs up on labor because the coal
teamsters struck and secured 50
cents a day increase, averaging less
than 5 cents on a ton of coal deliv-
ered. The coal teamster works hard
and long hours and a dollar a day
increase woud not have been too'
much.

"The Coal Teamsters' union is not
affiliated with the American or the
Chicago Federation of Labor. 16 is a
seceding organization from the In-

ternational Brotherhood ofj Team-
sters affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor. Therefore it
cannot be said that we are prejudiced
in their favor because they are con-
nected or affiliated with us.

"Yes, it is true that the powers
that be .behind the coal Irust, namely
Upham and Peabody, were willing to
give a nt a day increase, but
they were not willing to give it for
the mere asking for it. They were
interested in the manipulation of
affairs in the background to compel
the coal teamsters to strike in order
that they may cover up tfieir own
tracks and further increasing the
price of coal in the future and then
step in because of the strike, give the

nt increase, put a halo around
r their heads and get out from under

being responsible for the high price
of coal and saddle it on labor, because
of the strike and seemingly being
compelled to pay the increase in
wages.

"Why don't government investi-
gators tell the people the truth about
the increased cost of coal? Why not
expose this damnable conspiracy and
manipulation of the coal trust and
the railroad trust in its true light,
even though you do not want to pro-
secute the big interests9 Why not
tell the true story how labor can se--
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