
FIRE WIPES OUT PITTSBURGH
BUSINESS BLOCK STILL

BURNING
Pittsburgh, Pa., Jan. 27. This city

experienced one of the most disas-
trous fires in recent years today
when eastern half of downtown busi-
ness block, bounded by Fifth av.,
Wood, Diamond and Smithfield sts.
was totally distroyed.

At 9 o'clock the blaze had eaten
into rear of shops in western section,
fronting on Wood st., and entire
downtown fire fighting apparatus,
with exception of the reserve, was
battling to hold it under controL

The loss at Jhat time was conserv-
atively estimated at from $1,500,000
to $2,000,000.

Five were reported injured none
seriously.

More than 4,000 were thrown out
of work by the fire. Half of these
weer shopgirls.

Hose broke frequently and deluged
spectators crowding the ropes.
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DE PRIEST WILL NOT ATTEMPT

TO BE
The Thompson - Lundin - Harding

clan in the Second ward has decided
that it would not be wise to offer Aid.
Oscar De Priest as a candidate ihis
spring on account of the indictment
hanging over in connection with
Hoyne's war on graft; therefore Os-

car, in a notice to the newspapers,
announced that he was retiring from
public life. It is expected Lundin and
Harding will pick another negro to
make the race. State's Rep. Rob't
R. Jackson and Adelbert Roberts
are prpminently mentioned.

Walter P. Steffen, who used to
be a winner as a member of the
Univ. of Chicago football team, is
going to try and cross the city coun-
cil goal line this spring. He is being
groomed by the Brundage-Thomp-s-

''harmony" forces ii the 23d
ward to make the race for alderman
for the vacancy (Occasioned by the
election of John KjellanSer as supe-
rior jeokt skwK
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SALOON - CAFES SOAKED BY
SCHUETTLER AS FRAUDS

Chief of Police Schuettler is com-
pleting an investigation that may
strike about 500 saloonkeepers as
evaders of the Sunday closing law by
fraudulent use of a restaurant
license to mask their real purpose in
staying open.

Since the beginning of the Sunday
closing squabble a great number of
bars have started operating cafes in
connection with their drinking
rooms. These are subterfuges,
Schuettler says. He is going to re-
port to the mayor on alleged viola-
tions.

Mayor Thompson yesterday re-
voked the license of the saloon of
George Graham at ' 5514 S. State
after repeated charges of big gam-
bling and closing law violations were
made.

COAL WAGON DRIVERS GET
DEMANDS BIG MEETING

Chicago Teamsters', Chauffeurs'
and "Helpers union, 704, and Chicago
Coal Merchants' ass'n signed a two-yea- rs'

agreement last evening. The
coal wagon drivers get everything
they ask for, including a Dec. 31 ex-

piration of the agreement. The
union has called an important spe-
cial meeting to be held at 230 N.
Clark St., Sunday, 2 p. m.

A newly formed coal yard em-
ployes union is gaining strength ra-
pidly. It is the Chicago Coal and
Material Supply Yard Helpers' and
Carriers' union. It has 728 mem-
bers and 367 additional members will
be initiated Sunday afternoon at Ho-ra-

hall, Harrison and Halsted sts.
The men work from 10 to 12 hours
a day and get $1.75 to $2.25.
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VAN BUREN ST. CAR KILLS MAN

R. W. Boedeker, 26, 6021 Calumet
av , was killed by a west-bou- Van
Buren street car at La Salle street
this morning, Mr, Boedeker was,,
married,


