
THE PUBLIC FORUM
OUR FARCICAL CAR SERVICE.
Your letter to MarshalT Field and

transportation editorial has 'aroused
my curiosity. What would big busi-
ness do to Marshall Field if he fol-

lowed your adyic6 and became gen-
erous to his employes, even to half
the extent of Henry Ford's generos-
ity?

Are not the coal mine operators
and steam railroad managers liberal
and generous when compared with
the city council and the street car
corporation of Chicago?

If Shedd and Simpson were white
slave agents, along with what they
are, they would not be half as intol-
erant as the city council that permits
the street car corporation to torture
department store girls twice a day
going to and from their work.

On The Day Book's recommenda-
tion, I went to see the show called
"Intolerance," and I will' say with-
out fear of contradiction, time and
civilization considered, that no;por-tray-al

in the show is half as intol-
erant as Chicago street car service.
There is one similarity, every scene
in "Intolerance" commences and
ends with the "hand that rocks the
cradle." In the rotten street car show
every scene commences and ends
with long-ter- m franchises and cap-
italization that will rob the present
and future generations.

I went to the meeting of the trans-
portation committee of the city
council. Language fails me I can-
not describe this committee meeting.
I have seei portrayals of trials for
witchcraft, heresy, kingcraft, slavery
and other things, but, or, you council
committee on transportation! ,

A councilman came in with the
plea, or an apology, I don't know
which you would call it, for better
service on Grand avenue, west of
Hadsted street They had told him
25,000 people transferred at that cor-

ner every 24 hours. He became so
enthused with the volume ol traffic

T at Grand and Halsted streets he won
dered why the movie people did not
take pictures of it I said to myself,
there is an idea, if somebody had
brains enough to exploit it, if the'
street car service in Chicago could
be filmed with its loops, dives and
corners and other misery'that goes
with it, it would be the most popular
show that ever appeared on the great
white way in New York city.. There
are millions of people in New York
and New Jersey that don't know that
Chicago has a regular country vil-

lage street car service.
Such a play would have an effect

only second to "Uncle Tom's Cabin"
or Sinclair's "Jungle," and there
would be no chance of losing on such
a show, as the financial interests,
who are responsible for ihe deplora-
ble street car service in Chicago
would pay several hundrdp thousand 'dollars to have the films destroyed.
To understand the enormity of the
street car transportation joke, or is it
a serious question, see the report of
Police Commissioner Woods of New
York city. 39,210 vehicles and 296,-5- 00

pedestrians pass by a busy cor-
ner in New York city in a day of ten
hours.

Let us get back to the committee
meeting. Another alderman came
in with a complaint about street car
service at Washington and State
streets. He was told the trouble was
a lack of supervision; too many cars
starting at one time. The explana-
tion seemed very satisfactory to him,
but I am sure that it wouldn't be sat-
isfactory to Marshall Field employes
or any one else who use those North
State street :ars twice a day. Meet-
ing adjourned!

I questioned Mr. Breckenhoff,
chief engineer of the transportation
commission, about the number of
loaded street cars that pass a given
point in one hour in New York city.

vHe had similar figures. I then asked
ijalm if any four street car lines in
Chicago would snow an equal num-
ber. He. said you might find four
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