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TWO BOLD BUCCANEERS
By Hi Akers
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(Copyright, 1917, W. G. Chapman.)
Jerry Parks had taken notice of

Vera. He liked her voice, the way
she spoke, her firm, swinging walk,
and the straight gaze of her gray
eyes. But things had not gone much
further than a few words between
them, which came about through his
helping her to rescue a floating oar.
Talk about American democracy!
Well, at a summer resort it's about
as easy to establish social relations
between the cottagers and a board-
ing house keeper as it is to get a
lady's maid on the calling list of the
duchess of Parchester. Vera's inoth-e- r

took summer boarders in order to
be able to live through the winter
when there were not any. She had
"seen better days," and the remem-
brance of them had made her careful
to instill into the mind of her daugh-
ter the fact that she was not to allow
herself to be patronized by the "cot-
tage set" The bitterness of her own
ostracism caused her to lay rather
an undue stress on her advice. But
Vera did not seem to even have to
repel patronage, she was simply ig-

nored by the social leaders. Still this
did not in the least trouble her. The
social swim was not with her a burn-
ing ambition, and she was too busy
helping to run the house and keep
track of a Teddy, a particularly ad
venturous small brother, to have
time to be .unhappy.

When Jerry broached the subject
of Vera's attractions to his mother,
a fashionable matron of the exclu-
sive set, she gave him such a hard,
cold, emphatic settler on any at-
tempt at social recognition in that
quarter that the young man went off
by himself to ponder over the pros
and cons of the situation, and wheth-
er after all the "best soci-
ety" was not in need of "hurry call"
treatment, and if transfusion of
blood were not necessary for its con- - 1

tinued existence. Rebellion was ris-

ing in his soul, for his mother's
teaching from the time he was a lit-

tle lad was not without its influence.
Perhaps after all this girl was not
well-bre- d enough to fit in with his
people.

Small boys as a general thing are
exceedingly democratic. A common
object brings them together on the
same footing. True, there are some-
times small snobs who are the fruit
of the training of the big snobs; but
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There Was No Trace of the Bold
Buccaneers.

no wholesome, ordinary boy is born
snobbish. Birch Parks and Jay Ben-

son were of the latter class. They af-

filiated cordially with Teddy Carr,
whose adventurous spirit not only
attracted them, but made, him a kind
of leader.

It was through the small boys that
Vera came to know more of Jerry
Parks. He was especially popular
with them all, and some of the sto-

ries about him that came to her ears
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