
CITY CLERK SIMAN SHOWS UP
JAKE LOEB'S OFFICE

The interference of Pres. Jake
Loeb and Vice Pres. John W. Eckhart
with the distribution of the- - city coun-
cil's report on public schools among
school teachers is viewed by alder-
men as one more piece of
ing politics.

City Clerk John Siman said to The
Day Book today that it looked to him
like "mysterious politics" for the
president's office of the school' board
to reach over into the City Hall and
try to stop "a perfectly reasonable
action of the city council from going
into effect."

This is the letter Vice Pres. John
W Eckhart signed and sent to City
Clerk Siman yesterday:

"The president's office of the board
of education is in receipt of a letter
sent by you to the principals of the
schools asking them to distribute
some pamphlets. This is contrary
to the rules of the board of educa-
tion, and the request should come to
the board for permission to distribute
literature in the schools."

"First of all, the document is not
a pamphlet," commented Aid. Buck.
"It is a record of city council com-

mittee proceedings, printed by the
city printer, paid for by money ap-
propriated by unanimous vote of the
city council. It's a public document.

"Second, it's an educational doc-
ument, it has summaries of the tes-
timony of leading educators, school
superintendents from six different
cities, university professors and spe-

cialists in education."
"A school board elected by the vot-.e- rs

of Chicago instead of appointed
by the mayor is recommended by the

--schools committee report," said Aid.
iemieuy ui cuuulu buuuuis cuuiuiii- - I

lee. "This feature of the report1 takes
less than 5 per cent of space.

"It is truehowever, that the report
says the Chicago school board is in

"the habit of squabbling and bicker
ing, that politics in public school gov
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ernment is one main cause of our
public school troubles.

"Here we have a case of one
branch of the city government reach-
ing over to choke off the action of
another branch.

"This is one of the rawest at-
tempts to interfere with freedom of
speech that I have seen lately. If is
in the same class with the wrecking
of civil service and the suppression of
public information constantly prac-
ticed by the school board."
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SENATE PASSES ANOTHER

"DRY" MEASURE
Springfield, 111., Feb. 8. Another

"dry" measure, creating a five-mi- le

arid zone about the United States
naval training station at Waukegan
was passed by the senate today. The
vote was 34 to 3. Voting against the
bill were Canaday, Sullivan and Her-lih-y.

The efficiency and economy com-
mittee will meet tonight and report
out the" governor's commission con-
solidation bill. The bill will be read
a first time tomorrow morning and
come up for second reading next
Tuesday.

o o
AMERICAN LINE MAY ARM

MERCHANT SHIPS
New York, Feb. 8. The question

of whether American ships shall be
armed for defensive purposes is being
considered by officials of the Amer-
ican line today.

The question was raised by Sec'y
of State Lansing, who, in informing
American steamship companies that
the government cannot advise them
regarding sailings, said:

"A neutral vessel may, if its own-
ers believe it is liable to be unlaw-
fully attacked, take any necessary
measure to prevent or resist such at
tacks."

o o
Mobile, Ala. The U. S. govern-

ment today began laying mines in
the entrance to Mobile harbor.


