
EACH WAR DEATH COSTS $9,806.20 AVERAGE
IN TRENCHES IS $25,000

BY BASIL M. MANLY
It costs exactly nine thousand,

eight hundred, six dollars and twenty
cents to kill a man in modern war-
fare.

Up to the first of January of this
year the war had cost the belligerent
nations $61,769,000,000 and they
had killed 6,300,000 men, which
makes a net average of $9,806.20 per
corpse.

Of course, while the war lords
were killing these millions they were
wounding, more or less permanent-
ly, just about three times as many
as they were killing; but since the
sole object of modern warfare is to
kill the enemy we are justified in
crediting the cost up against the ac-

tual dead.
The total casualties, including the

wounded as well as the dead, up to
January first, totaled 25,195,000, of
which the allies had lost 15,845,000
and the central powers 9,350,000.
Russia was by far the heaviest suf-

ferer, having lost 8,700,000, as com-
pared with 4,500,000 for Germany,
4,250,000 for Austria, 3,800,000 for
France and 1,400,000 for Great Bri-

tain.
The casualties up to date are al-

most as great as the total male pop-

ulation over 21 years of age in the
United States, and about 5,000,000
more than the total population of the
United States of militia age from
18 to 44 years of age.

The casualties of this war would
more than replace the entire adult
male populations of France and Ger-
many.

The number of killed in the pres-
ent war is a little more than six times
as great as during the entire dura-
tion of the American civil war.

The importance of actual killing
has been enormously increased by
the advance of modern military sur-
gery. During the civil war the per-
centage of death and. total incapacity

from wounds was so great that it
was considered just as effective to
wound a man as to kill him, on ac-
count of the great cost 6f taking care
of the incapacitated. Indeed, old
civil war veterans tell us that their
orders were "Shoot at their legs!"
because a wound was just as costly
to the enemy as a death and the
lower aim would correct the natural
tendency to shoot too high.

But with modern surgery Ger-
many, Italy, France and England, at
least, are saving practically every-
body that they can keep alive until
they reach the great central hos-
pitals. And they are sending back
into the trenches a portion of. the
wounded that would seem utterly ab-
surd to the civil war surgeon.

The reason for the high cost of
killing men in modern warfare is ap-
parent from the fact that it is esti-
mated that it took 20 high explosive
shells, costing on the average $250
apiece, to kill each man who died on
the recent Somme offensive. To this
must of course be --added the cost of-t-

long period of defensive waiting
before the "great drive" began, and
also the enormous cost of the "army
behind the army."
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CIVIL'SERVICE MEN TO MEET
The Municipal Knights of Equity

will hold an open meeting Sunday
Feb. 11, at 2:30 p. m., at their hall,
top floor, 740 W. Madison sL, north-
east corner of Halsted st.

An invitation is extended to all
civil service employes "of the state,
county, city and sanitary districts,
affiliated with the American Federa-
tion of Labor, to discuss the .proposed
amendment to the civil service laws
refusing the right of trial to a cer-
tified employe before dismissal from
the service.

o o
Park Ridge doctors boosted their

fees.
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