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almost nothing and printed it today
in an obscure corner.

"Mrs. Harlan Ward Cooley, presi-
dent of the Chicago Woman's club;
Geo. E. Hookr, secretary City club;
James Mullenbach, head of the em-
ployment department Hart, Schaff-ne- r

& Marx; Miss Grace Abbott, sec-
retary of Immigrants' Protective
league; Amelia Sears, secretary
Woman's City club, and Rev. Fred
A. Moore of the Church of the Re-

deemer are among the signers of
the letter. It asks Jake Loeb, as
head of the school board, to beware
of hog-trou- politics and for once
show a little real technique in run-
ning the public schools of Chicago.

The 21 signers protest that the
school board plan to have one de-

partment combining community cen-
ters, vocational guidance and school
lunches is a bad plan and won't work
out for the good of the school chil-

dren. Vocational guidance means
helping boys to pick the kind of
trades they want to learn. Direction
of it is a big enough job for one man
or woman all by itself. Supervising
school lunches is another job all by
itself; whoever holds such a job
should know food values and what
boys and girls like to eat that will
build their bodies. The job of direc-
tor of community centers should be
a job by itself because it means di-

rection of the public school buildings
thrown open as clubhouses of the
people.

Sup't John D. Shoop has recom-
mended Dudley Grant Hayes to be
appointed for a job that includesall
three of the above jobs. Shoop is
reported to have the sanction of Jake
Loeb for the recommendation.' If
Hayes is appointed there is danger
that all three movements for com-
munity centers, vocational guidance
and school lunches will be snarled
up, plans bungled and the three ex-

cellent modern movements discred-
ited This is the substance of the
open letter. It asks a separation of
the three movements.
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Mysterious politics on the part of
Jake Loeb are hinted at in the state-
ments that Hayes, the proposed ap-
pointee may be a good school prin-
cipal, but not enough of a specialist
for thejh of. community center di-

rector. Anyway, an examination
ought to be held and everybody in
the United States free to compete for
the job. An open, honest and thor-
ough search for a capable director is
asked.

"Thus far no steps appear to have
been taken to secure applicants for
the position in question or let it be
known that they would be consid-
ered," says the open letter. "Indeed
experienced persons in . this work
who have asked for information have
received no encouragement to con-
sider the position as open. In other
words, no effort has been made to
learn and sift the possibilities of se-

curing an adequately qualified super-
visor for the community centers of
Chicago.

"We believe that the waste of
money and precious opportunity
which has taken place in connection
with the city welfare department
likewise comparatively new- be
cause of political organization forced
upon it by two administrations ought
not to find even a mild parallel in any
other branch of public welfare
work."

That school board forces are head-
ed toward the same wrecking of civil
service in community center work as)
has already been attained in election
of eachers is. shown in this state-
ment from the 21:

"Most of the members of this con-
ference are now actively engaged i&
community center work or related
activities, and all are anxious that ,

'the $100,000 assigned to this work
for the current year double the
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amount for any previous year shall
be spent so that it shall produce the
highest results possible on the basis
of knowledge and expe-
rience in this field. We recommend:

"L That the plan, of combioiiuc
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