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GERMANY'S POSITION. The re-
lations of the United States to the
European war have undergone sud- -,

den changes in the last few years.
December witnessed momentous

fk consequences affecting the war. The
news that the central powers propos-
ed peace came with startling effect
upon the entire' world. Germany
made a peace offer that showed in
itself the spirit of "good will toward
men and nations."

However, the allies refused to en-

tertain proposals of peace. The sin-
cerity of this proposal cannot be
questioned by any sane United States
citizen that has read the address to
the German reichstag by Chancellor
von Bethmann Hollweg on Dec. 12,
1916, and the bonafide note of
many as sent to the neutral powers.
To settle any dispute that may arise
in your mindT I will repeat some of
the tex as argumentum ad absur-du-

"Our aims are not to shatter nor
annihilate our adversaries. In spite
of our consciousness of our military
and economic strength and our read-
iness to contiurue the war, which has
been forced upon us, to the bitter
end, if necessary; at the same time,
prompted by the desire to avoid fur-
ther bloodshed and make an end to
the atrocities of war, the four allied
powers propose to enter forthwith
into peace negotiations.

"The four allied powers have been
obliged to take up arms to defend
justice and the liberty of national
evolution. The glorious deeds of our
armies have in no way altered this

(iP purpose. We always maintained the
firm belief that our own rights and
justified claims in no way control
the rights of these nations. If, in
spite of this offer of peace and re-
conciliation, the struggle should go
on, the four allied powers are resolv-
ed to continue to a victorious end,
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but they disclaim responsibility for
this before humanity and history."

On receipt of this note President
Wilson dispatched a note on Dec. IS,
1916, requesting peace terms to all
the belligerents. This note was re-
ceived with pronounced approval by
the leading newspapers, Democratic
senators and congressmen, who also
expressed hearty support. All discus-
sions of peace possibilities paled into
insignificance when Germany an-
nounced that on and after Feb. 1 she
would pursue a ruthless submarine
policy.

Fresh in our mind is the break of
all diplomatic intercourse with Ger-
many. The question in everybody's
mind is: "Will this draw the United
States into war?". No, a thousand
times no, because President Wilson
would then act against his slogan on
which he was elected: "He kept us
out ot war." Because we, a liberty-lovin- g

nation, cannot blame Germany
for this mighty drive it has unwilling-
ly prepared, forced because England
absolutely refused to consider its
peace proposals.

Germany is now compelled to con-
tinue the fight for existence with the
full employment of all its weapons
that are at its disposal. Of course,
blockades are irksome and irritating
to neutrals. Germany doubtlessly
thought the United States would ic

tne inconvenience, since this
country has as good as forfeited its
rights for an earnest protest by send-
ing a steady supply of waramunl-tio- n

to the allies. Germany has been
the best friend the United States
ever had and the friendship of this
country is necessary to your future
business.

Should you, the liberty-lovin- g citi-
zen of the United States, shoulder a
gun because insincere men, politl- -,

cians and money grabbers have used
th public press to work upon-- your
credulity 50 that congress would ap-
propriate some millions? You may
think that the nation's sentiment is
for this thing. That's what the pres3
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