
COCHRAN'S COMMENT
FIGHTING FOR PEACE. Labor

hasn't got much for itself by prayer.
It had to fight It got only what it
was strong enough to take. That's
about all it ever will get what it can
take by sheer strength of organiza-
tion. Where labor is unorganized
there is peace and slavery. There
is peace in the department stores be-
cause there is no organization of em-
ployes and there is slavery. Em-
ployers are organized, and each em-
ploye not only has to stand alone in
his fight for justice against his em-
ployer, but he has to go against an
organization of all the employers.
The blacklist is one of the weapons
of State street. Bricklayers are or-
ganized; so are plumbers, steamfit-'.er- s,

teamsters and hodcarriers and
they earn as much in a week as some
store clerks get in a month. Organi-
zation and war did it. A strike is war.
So is picketing and boycotting and
blacklisting. Recently coal drivers
got a quick raise in wages not by
the arts of peace, however. It was
war. The street car men didn't win
that increase by the soft words of
peace. They declared war and struck.
An industrial war is on now. Indus-
trial peace will come only when both
sides are so thoroughly organized
that each will fear and respect the
strength of the other. Then peace
will come because it is more econom-
ical than war. Even when peaceful
victories are won it is because of the
'ear of war. If the workers all over
the world were organized they could
snforce peace between --nations, but
ihey are not well enough organized
Jn any one country to enforce peace
there. They can't get the justice they
demand in this country because they
are at war among themselves with
union and non-uni- armies. Even
organized workers are at war as
Democrats, Republicans, Socialists,
"Progressives, Wets, Drys, etc. If it
had the power to do it organized
labor would resort to conscription

and make unionism compulsory. I
don't know but what that would be
a good thing.

Party politics is war, and darned
nasty war at that. There is intoler-
ance among all the partisans Re-

publicans, Socialists, Democrats,
Wets, Drys. In the religious world
there is a war of creeds, with all the
intolerance that goes with war. If
any one creed were strong enough it
would resort to conscription. There's
as much intolerance in the war be-

tween Wets and Drys as in the war
between Germans and English.

We are living all the time in one
mad, cruel war of opinions. Each of
us tries to impose his will upon
others. We declare war on all who
don't think as we think. We're not a
whole lot better than our ancestors
who burned women as witches. Our
methods are not so crude, but there
is little difference in the spirit of in-

tolerance now and 100 or 200 years
ago. Catholics and Protestants don't
kill one another now that is, not
with swords and bayonets. But some
of them would murder one another's
political liberty. They stab with scan-
dalous tongues and singe and scorch
with the fire of hate. Christians de-

clare social war on Jews, and white
folks on black ones. We Christians
go soul-savi- with the bible in one
hand and the sword in the other. We
want God" to give us what we pray
for, even if we have to fight for it

Even the family is most of the time
in a state of war. Fathers whip theii
children to "make them mind." And
that's what the two .groups f Euro-
pean allies are trying to do. They're
fighting like brothers or sisters.
One might say like husbands and
wives.

If we keep out of the European
scrap we'll fight among ourselves. If
we get in it we'll have peace among
ourselves so long as we're fighting
somebody else. It looks as if war is
our only chance for peace.

We're a nation of reformers. Re-

form is a sort of war. We want to
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