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LESS THAN THIRD OF MEN OF f
MILITARY AGE ARE FIT FOR

U. S. ARMY SERVICE
By Basil M. Manly

Washington, Feb. 15. Figures just
made public by the war. department
show that the United States army
accepts only 26 per cent of the ap-
plicants for enlistment. About three-fourt-

of the recruits who present
themselves are thrown out chiefly
because of physical defects.

It has been charged that this high
percentage of rejections is due to the
fact that, mostly, the riff-ra- ff and
scum of America's industrial popula-
tion present themselves for enlist-
ment, and therefore the ratio of re-
jection is no index to the physical
fitness of the American people.

Some have even claimed that if
the whole industrial population were
included 75 per cent would measure
up to the army standard.

The rosy dream of the fitness of
the American people for military
service is shattered by a report made
public by Dr. J. B. Lowman, chief
surgeon of the Cambria Steel Co.,
one of the largest industrial plants in j

the country.
The nature of the work done in

this great steel plant is such that only
strong men in the vigor of manhood
apply for jobs.

The weakling could not stand the
strain of steel mill work a week, and
never applies for a job ; and if he did
apply he could not pass the keen eye
of the employment agent.

Dr. Lowman shows that of the 12,-3-

employes of the Cambric Steel
Co. 64.5 per cent, or nearly two-third- s,

were physically defective. His
tests were less rigorous thaR the
army tests, and the results may
therefore be taken as conclusive evi-
dence that at least two-thir- and
probably three-fourt- of the indus-
trial population of the United States
could not measure up to army stand-
ards!

What is the cause of this high pro-
portion of physical defect among the

men upon whom America must de-

pend in time of war?
Whose fault is it that less than

one-thi- are fit?
c The evidence of the figures is con-

clusive the overstrain of modern in-

dustry is primarily to blame for the
defectives!

One-sixt- h of these steel workers,
the surgeon's examination shows,
were suffering from "abdominal her-
nia and open canals." In other words,
they were ruptured by the heavy
work they have been performing year
in and year out, 12 hours a day.

One-ten- th had defective eyes,
which in the case of these men who
have no leisure to read or otherwise
strain the eyes through excessive use
could only be caused by the condi-
tions under which they work con-

stant glare of molten metal, air sur-
charged with particles of metal and
grit and filled with blinding fumes.

This is the condition among the
strongest and huskiest of the indus-
trial population. When we come to
the indoor trades the conditions are
even more startling.

Examination or 2,000 garment
workers by the United States public
health service showed that 68 per
cent had defective vision as the re-
sult of the fearful eye-stra- in which
their work imposes; half of them had
curvature of the spine; more than
one-four- th had chrefnic throat and
nose affections, and 26 per cent had
flat or weak feet, which would dis-
qualify them for military service.

Altogether it is doubtful if even 5
per cent of the adult male garment
workers would be available for war
service.

This means that instead of being
able to count on all men of militia
age, the United States will be unable
to use at least two-thir- and prob-
ably three-fourt- of them !

It means that in case of war the
United States is going to pay and
pay heavily for bad industrial con-
ditions, low wages, and wretched liv-

ing conditions, just as England ditlj
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