
DEATH FLAT TENANTS BLAME
GAS COMPANY FOR TRAGEDY
Tenants of the "death flats" of W.

14th place are going after the Peo-
ples' Gas Light & Coke Co. for their
own revenge. They are not waiting
for any city officials to soak the pow-
erful concern. They are going to
sue, to touch the gas company on its
tenderest spot, its purse.

Mrs. Anna Lehotsky, who lived on
the third floor of the
tenement building at 14th pi. and
Newberry av., filed suit yesterday
for $1,000. Her action will be the sig-
nal for the placing of almost a hun-
dred damage suits against the gas
company seeking to blame that cor-
poration for the deaths and losses
suffered when the fiat building blew
up on the coldest day of the'winter.

Her attorney, Charles Spencer of
the firm of C. C. Spencer and A. A.
House says he has exactly sixty other
suits for amounts ranging from
$1,000 to. $20,000. He says that
whether the city council or the coro-
ner officially lay the blame for the
disaster on the gas company or not,
the people who lived in the building
and suffered loss of relatives or prop-
erty are going to put up a fight to
soak the firm.

"We have absolute proof that the
, gas company was negligent and that

the leak which finally caused the hor-
rible tragedy was weeks old," declar-
ed Spencer today. "We are going to
assess the gas company at a sum
ranging near $100,000 for the poverty-

-stricken families who lost every-
thing they owned in the fire.

"Past experience showed these un-
fortunate people that they can never

x expect the city to act for them in
this matter. Investigations come
and investigations go, but the condi-
tions of neglect continue forever, it
seems.

"The only way to make the gas
company sit up and" pay attention is
to sue it, and that's the course most
of the bereaved and ruined families
are taking."

The case of Anna Lehotsky is typ-

ical. Her husband works nights. On
the evening of the tragedy he went
down into the basement to cut wood
to last over night. The gas was so
strong he couldn't breathe and he
had to quit chopping and left if for
his boys to do in the kitchen of their
flat

"I smelled gas all evening and a AJ
neiehbor came in and snoke ahont it. J

The fumes were so strong that I got
a very bad headache, and when I
went to bed at midnight I couldn't
sleep," Mrs. Lehotsky says.

"The gas blew up at about 1 a. m.
The explosion threw us out of our
beds and I rushed in and lead my
children, five of them, out on the
back porch.

"The moinent we stepped on it the
porch sagged and crashed to the
ground with us all on it. The next
thing I remember I was in a hospital
and so were my children. We were
all hurt and everything we owned
was ruined.

"When my husband got back from
work and found us we gathered to-

gether the next morning, without a
cent of money, with only part of our
clothes and without a friend in the
city. But we were thankful to get
out of the gas-fill- trap alive."
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STRAPHANGERS WIN!
Disgusted straphangers packed on

a Grand av. car refused to get out of
the vehicle last night when the con-

ductor attempted to transfer them
to another car to save a trip at 60th
av. They were carried to the car
barns and left there for two hours.
Then the car was equipped with an-
other crew and they were taken to

J;heir destinations. atgf
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Washington. Postal appropriation
amendments agreed to, which would
make criminal the importation of
liquor into "dry" states and forbid
mails to liquor advertisements in
such states.
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