
WAR DEPARTMENT MAY FORCE
CENSORSHIP BILL

By Basil M. Manly
Washington, Feb. 17. Senators

and representatives of liberal views
are greatly disturbed by the intima-
tion that' the war department will
take advantage of the panic existing
at the capital to procure the passage
of a bill creating a drastic censorship

k of the press.
The war department has drafted a

bill creating a censorship and giving
powers of suppressing publications,
which these members of congress
characterize as bureaucratic in the
extreme and without precedent in
this country.

Its real purpose, they assert, is not
to guard against disclosing of im-
portant military information, but to
prevent criticism of the acts of mili-
tary and naval officers, which has
proved so necessary and wholesome
in the past

The importance of protecting in-
formation regarding the movements
of troops and ships, these members
of congress say, is well understood,
and if the war department does not
already possess the necessary power
in this direction they are ready to
confer it; but the bill drafted and

'urged by the department goes far
beyond this and gives the power to
suppress any newspaper or other
publication that prints any informa-
tion, facts, rumors or news referring
to the armed forces of the govern-'me- nt

or the means and measures
Nthat may be contemplated fdr de-

fense of the country, "except when
'such publication shall have been duly

authorized."
Under such an act the war depart-

ment would have power b fine or im-
prison any person who published a

' scrap of information or an editorial
'without first getting the war depart
ment s approval.

"Such an act," said Representa-"tiv- e
Keating of Colorado, "would give

the war department power of life and
tieath over any paper that dared to

t--

1 criticize the conduct of the naval or
military authorities in any respect
whatever.

"If it had been in force during the
Spanish war we would never have
heard of 'embalmed beef and thou-
sands of our soldiers would have died
as a result.

"If it had been in effect at the pres-
ent time not one word could have
been printed about the recent hor-
rible brutality of tieing militiamen to
gun carnage wheels in. New York.

"We know that in peace the great-
est force for the maintenance of de-

cent government is the power of pub-
licity, and experience during the
present war teaches that the critical
powers of the press are the greatest
promoters of military efficiency.

"If Northcliffe had not been strong
enough, as no other publisher in Eng-
land was, to defy the censorship and
print the truth about England's early
mistakes, the British army could
never have attained its present effi-

ciency.
"Such an act as that proposed by

the war department, in my opinion,
is not only a dangerous blow at the
civil liberties of the American, people,
but would serve as the greatest pos-
sible obstacle to the successful de-

velopment of our national defense."
o o

SEVEN SHIPS REACH NEW YORK
New York, Feb. 17. Seven ships

from European ports reached here
safely early today, entering port al-

most simultaneously. The Alphard
from Rotterdam, the Camillia from
Lisbon, Mumbow from Palomas, Lan-
castrian from London, the Nerman-ni- a

from Barcelona, Burmese Prince
from Brest, and the Madonna from
Larochelle dropped anchor in the
bay. This brought the total arrivals
during the past 24 hours up to 29.
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AN INTERESTING SIGN

Sign of DuBrock & Co., 1530 Mi-
lwaukee av this morning said: "Girls
Wanted Can be under IS years of
age." Strikebound.
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