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WHY THE RAILROAD HEADS ARE
MADE HEROES BY THE PRESS
A steady stream of newspaper sto-

ries the last few weeks show the rail-

road presidents and managers in the
light of efficiency heroes, mastering
tremendous difficulties.

Among newspaper men and in ad-

vertising circles it is recognized and
understood that a "publicity cam-
paign" Is on. The aim of the cam-
paign is to produce a certain impres-
sion on the public mind. It will lay
the way and be a starter for two ob-

jectives sought by the railroads: (1)
Permission from the" interstate com-

merce commission to charge ship-

pers higher rates and passengers
higher fares; (2) permission to sell
more bonds and stocks to raise cap-

ital for new extensions, instead of
using any of the record-breakin- g

profits of the past three years for
new extensions.

Another thing the railroad presi-
dents and managers don't like to
face is the finish of the government's
physical valuation of the railroad
property in the United States.

When the figures are all in they
will show the difference between
what the railroads are actually worth
and what they are capitalized at At
least one-thi- of and possibly more
than one-ha- lf the railroad capitaliza-
tion of the United States is fictitious
and commonly known as "wind and
water." When the physical valua-
tion survey is completed it will be a
drastic public indictment of the jug-

glery and swindling methods used in
the selling of "wind and water" in
exchange for several billion dollars
of money from investors today wor-
ried about the railroad game.

Stories under a New York date Jine
ran in the Herald and Tribune today
conveying the impression that the
railroad presidents and managers are
in the front rank of our national pa-

triots. The story leads off:
"The railroads of the United States

today informed President Wilson that

the resources of their organizations
are at the disposal of the government
in the event of war."

An officer of the Public Ownership
league who has specialized in rail-

road valuations and capitalizations
made this comment:

"If an association of burglars and
pickpockets --should organize and in-

form the government that in the
event of conscription for military
service they are at the disposal of
the government, you would have then
something of a parallel to this offer
of the railroads."

Meanwhile in Chicago the con-
gested and filthy union passenger
station goes an handling human traf-
fic while it jockeys and manipulates
a city government and newspapers
into silence on why a new central
union station contracted for years
ago is not now in process of con-

struction.
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MAY START CRIMINAL ACTION
AGAINST PAPER MAKERS

Washington, Feb. 17. Whether
government will go on with criminal
proceedings against certain big news
print paper manufacturers is to be
decided probably today by federal
trade commission. In its report, com-
mission says it has reached conclu-
sion that news print shortage is
"largely artificial, prices are extor-
tionate and free competition has
ceased to exist"

STRENGTHEN BORDER GuXrD
El Paso, Texas, Feb. 17. Follow-

ing reports that Gen. Jose Ynez ar

with 300 Villista followers is
moving toward the New Mexican
border, Col. H. G. SickeL commander
in he New Mexico military district,
today is heavily reinforcing the bor-
der patrol to prevent further bandit
raids across the boundry line.

Army authorities here stated to-

day that there was no intention of
sending United States troops across
the line into Mexico.


