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PRESIDENT ASKS CONGRESS FOR POWER TO

ARM MERCHANT SHIPS
Washington, Feb. 26. Asking au-

thority to arm merchant ships and
to take any other means which may
prove necessary to protect American
lives and interests on the high seas.
President Wilson at 1 o'clock today
addressed a joint session of congress
on the German-Americ- situation.

Realizing that the step taken by
the president draws the United
States measureably nearer open hos-
tilities with the German government,
congress listened with deepest grav-
ity to the president's pronouncement.

The determination of the Germar
government to carry out her ruthless

at warfare was cited by the pres-
ident in a series of offenses against
America and other neutrals since the
diplomatic break Feb. 3.

The time has come, the president
declared, when influences other than
"mere material things" must be con-

sidered if the United States is to up-

hold the rights and privileges of her
citizens.

The president faces a fight in con-
gress in asking the power that he
seeks today.

He is counting, however, on a pa-

triotic union of all the opposing fac-

tions to present a united front to
Germany and the world.

He does not ask a declaration of
war, but merely "armed neutrality."

The isolation of the United States
in its course of action was emphasiz-
ed by the president when he failed
again to ask the neutrals for similar
action toward the imperial govern-
ment and referred to the fact al-

though other neutrals were suffering
as much or even more than 'this

-- country, they did not appear to de-

sire "joint action with the United
States."

"I believe," said thfe president, "the
people will be willing to trust me to
act with restraint, prudence and with
a true spirit of amity and good faith,
which they have themselves dis
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played hrtough these trying months;
and it is in that belief that I request
that you wil lauthorize me to supply
our merchant ships with defensive
arms if that becomes necessary, and
with the means of using them, and to
employ all other instruments and
methods that may he necessary and
adequate to protect our ships and
our people in their legitimate and
peaceful pursuits on the seas."

The president said that while no
overt act had been committed "it
must be admitted there are certain
indications of expressions of purpose
on the part of the German press and
the German authorities which have
increased rather than lessened the
impression that, if our ships and our
people are spared, it will be because
of fortunate circumstances or be-

cause the commanders of the Ger
man submarines which they may
happen to encounter exercise an un-
expected discretion and restraint,
rather than because of the instruc-
tions under which those commanders
are acting."
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IS RETAKEN

London, Feb. 26.
has been recaptured by British
forces. . Turkish garrison is in full
retreat.

London. A German destroyer
shelled Margate and Broadstairs last
night One woman and one child
killed.

Berlin, via Sayville Wireless.
In several sectors between Armen-tier- es

and the Ancre British ercon-noiteri-

advances failed. South of
Cernay in the Champagne French at-
tacked without success. Between the
Meuse and the Moselle enterprises of
our own reconnoiterlng detachments
succeeded.
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New York. White Star liner Lap-

land arrived at Liverpool safely Sun-
day afternoon, caple says.
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