
COCHRAN'S COMMENT
PREPAREDNESS. The croakers

will find in time that this country is
much better prepared for whatever
may happen than the Washington
correspondents know about Much
has been kept from the public be-
cause it was wise to keep it from the
spies of foreign governments. When
the diplomatic break came with
Germany the government was pre-
pared with chain nets to guard our
harbors against hostile submarines.
But nobody told the newspapers
when the chain nets were made or
that they were made at all. Nobody
outside those who have to know is
posted on what is being done by way
of naval preparedness. There have
been many knocks against Sec'y
Daniels and his alleged inefficiency,
but the widow of the late Admiral
Dewey was quoted by the Washing-
ton Star one day last week as saying
that before he died Admiral Dewey
said Daniels was the greatest naval
secretary he had ever served under
and had done most for the navy. And
Dewey served under many secreta-
ries of the navy.

I was told in Washington recent-
ly that Newton D. Baker, secretary
of war, .has delighted President Wil-
son by his wonderful efficiency. Ba-

ker has shown a genius for securing
the of other depart-
ments. When he had. to send troops
to the border, Baker asked Sec'y
Houston what the Agricultural dep't
could do. Houston said: "We have
3,000 inspectors. We can inspect
your meat, and it ought to be in-

spected, both at the slaughter houses
and on the ground when it arrives at
camp. We can inspect your water
supply. Our entomologists can in-

vestigate mosquitos and other in-

sects that migh imperil the health of
the soldiers."

And Sec'y Baker got for the troops
the very valuable assistance of the
Agricultural department.

Wilson's Mexican policy was part
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or the plan of preparedness. When,
that crazy organ of preparedness, the
Chicago Tribune, along with wild-eye- d

Willie Hearst, was demanding
that an army of 500,000 American
boys be sent across the border to po-

lice and pacify Mexico, President
Wilson was gaining the confidence
of the South American republics
preparing to have them working in Q
harmony with Uncle Sam, even to
the expansion of the Monroe doc-
trine. The preparedness Hearst and
the Trib were hollering for was the

,kind of preparedness the kaiser pre-
scribed for the United States which
meant getting us into a scrap with
Mexico so we'd be too busy down
there to protect our interests on the
high seas.

In every way except in the size of
the navy we are better prepared for
war than England was in August,
1914. Our industries are surveyed,
card-index- and organized for the
highest efficiency when needed. We
are preparing industrially and finan-
cially and prepared to the point of
protecting the people against food
hogs and speculators who want to
profit by war. And we've prepared
to make the rich pay for our pre-
paredness.

Yes, Wilson has been patient but
he has made use of the time. Amer-
icans are beiitg given time to get out
of Germany, Austria and Turkey.
And in the meantime not a minute
has been lost in preparing to pro-
tect ourselves against German sub-
marines, not only on our own coasts
but in the danger zones of European
waters. Wilson has done all he hon-
orably could to keep us out of war,
but has been wise enough to get
ready to fight and to fight hard and
fast if we have to. w

MILITARY TRAINING. I didn't
raise my boy to be a soldier, and I
don't want him to go to war. But
the destiny of this republic may not '

be governed by what I want My
country may become involved in wa
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