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"My Fellow Citizens: The four
years which have elapsed since last
I stood in this place have been crowd-
ed with counsel and action of the
most vital interest and consequence.

9 "Perhaps no equal period in our
history has been, so fruitful of im-
portant reforms in our economic and
industrial life or so full of significant
changes in the spirit and purpose of
ourpolitical action. We have sought
very thoughtfully to set our house in
order; correct the grosser errors and
abuses of our industrial life, liberate
and quicken the processes of our na-
tional genius and energy and lift our
politics to a broader view of the peo-
ple's essential interests.

"Although we have centered coun-
sel and action with such unusual
concentration and success upon the
great problems of domestic legisla-
tion to which we addressed ourselves
four years ago, other matters have
more and more forced themselves
upon our attention, matters lying
outside our own life as a nation and
over which we had no control, but
which, despite our wish to keep free
of them, have drawn us more and
more irresistibly into their own cur-

rent and influence.
"It has been impossible to avoid

them. We are a composite and cos-

mopolitan people. The war inevita-
bly set its mark from the first alike
upon our minds, our industries, our
commerce, our politics and our so-

cial action.
"To be indifferent to it or inde-

pendent of it was out of the question.
k "And yet all the while we have

been conscious that we were not part
of it. In that consciousness,-despit- e

many divisions, we have drawn clos-

er together. We have been deeply
wronged upon the seas, but we have
not wished to wrong or injure in re-
turn. As some of the injuries done
.us have become intolerable we have

still been clear that we wished noth-
ing for ourselves that we were not
ready to demand for all mankind
fair dealing, justice, the freedom to
live and be at ease against organized
wrong.

"It is in this spirit and with this
thought that we have grown more
and more aware, more and more cer-
tain that the part we wished to play
was the part of those who mean to
vindicate and fortify peace. We have
been obliged to arm ourselves to
make good our claim to a certain
minimum of right and of freedom of
action. We stand firm in armed neu-
trality since it seems that in no other
way can we demonstrate what it is
we insist upon and cannot fdrego.
We may even be drawn on, by cir-
cumstances, not by our own purpose
or desire, to a more active assertion
of our' rights as we see them and a
more immediate association with the
great struggle.

"We desire neither conquest nor
advantage. We wish nothing that
can be had only at the cost of anoth-
er people.

"There are many things still to do
at home, to clarify our own politics
and give new vitality to the indus-
trial processes of .our own life, and
we shall do them as time and oppor-
tunity serve; but we realize that the
greatest things that remain to be
done must be done with the whole
world for a stage and in

with the wide and universal
forces of mankind. We are provin-
cials no longer.

"These, therefore, are the things
we stand for, whether in war or in
peace:

"That all nations are equally inter-
ested in the peace of the world and
in the political stability of free peo-
ples, and equally responsible for
their maintenance;

"That the. essential principle of


