
THE PUBLIC FORUM
COAL MINE OWNERS PERIL

NATION. Henry M. Hyde in the
Chicago Tribune says: "The most

? sensational and important happ.en--
f. ing of recent months in the United
t States is the price asked for coal at
I . the pit mouth by the coal mine own-- ?

ers of the country. The
coal mine owners are taking advan- -
tage of a situation which is full of
explosive possibilities. By raising
prices 100 per cent in perhaps the
most basic of all industries, they are
starting something which it may
take all the forces of the government
to control."

. Accepting the truth of Hr. Hyde's
conclusion that the situation pre- -

,t sages danger to the future welfare of
the republic,, it is pertinent to inquire,
why single out the owners of coal
mining land for his criticism and say

I nothing about the owners of other
sorts of land?

The government interferes with
the owners of railroad land and does

f not permit them to rob the public by
charging all the traffic will bear. It
regulates the price charged for their

if services, so people engaged in the
railroad business cannot get the un-- lf

earned increment that comes to all
I land by the increase of population,

but the owners of coal land and city
land and farming land and all other
kinds are permitted to go the limit

t and get all they possibly can from
the many who own no land and who
make possible by their labor the ex-

istence of civilization and luxury for
c the lew.
r If the ownership of land in its pres

ent form, and the fact that govern-
ments get the bulk of their revenue
from the taxation of labor and cap-

ital is just, we can make no com-
plaint against any of the monopolies,
for they are all founded upon the
monopoly of land in some form.

If the government really wishes to
control mine owners, let them do jus-

tice to all the people. Remove all the

taxes from labor and the wealth pro-
duced by labor; all the taxes upon
trade and commerce; all taxes and
impositions that fall upon persons or
processes of producing wealth, and
take for public revenue the annual
value of the bare land.

Then will the resources of nature
be open to all the people upon equal
terms and holding land out of use Awill become so unprofitable that

for the employment of
labor and capital will' be so plenty
that poverty will vanish from the
land. Prices will never rise so high
as to be oppressive and wages will
always be sufficient for the comfort
and sustenance of the laborer.

Labor will be the only way to get
wealth and the only poor will be the
loafer who does not want wealth and
the sick and crippled and infants who
are unable to work. And the income
of the people from these land values
will always be sufficient for public
utilities and conveniences which are
beyond individual exertion.

Give to the public the value it
creates and the value the individual
creates to him. George V. Wels.

"SWEET CHARITY". I went out
to the County hospital for treatment
as I was suffering from an attack of
pneumonia and also financial embar-
rassment .After the clerk had fin-

ished asking my name and who my
grandfather was, what he did, who
he did, and how, when, why and
where he did them, I was ushered
into the examining room.

After I was examined they sent me
over to the Hush Medical college for
another examination, and there I
found I bad to pay 25 cents to get
my name on the register and pay
from 50 jcents to $1 for a bottle of
medicine. '

I would like to know why a county
patient should be sent to a private
institution and why charitable insti-
tutions are allowed to do business
under the guise of "free" dispen-
saries when patients have 'to pay for


