
BASEBALL SPORTS . OF ALL SORTS BOXING

JIM SCOTT MAY PITCH OPENING
GAME FOR WHITE SQX

By Mark Shields.
Jim Scott may pitch, the opening

game for the White Sox.
That's no pop-eye- d dream, but has

plenty of foundation, in spite of the
fact Jim was suspended last season
for failure to keep in condition. It is
possibly because of this suspension
that Scott is a probability for the
first battle of the 1917 campaign.

For several seasons Scott was a
White Sox dependable. He was
rated the best curve ball pitcher in
his league, a man with remarkable
control for such a sweeping hook
and one who combined some gray
matter with the sinew of his arm.

Jim was away up on the pinnacle,
and began to think he was not like
other players. He didn't have to
train to keep his place as a regular
on the club. Then came the suspen-
sion, after weeks of idleness, and
Scott began to wake up. He prac-
ticed diligently and watched the team
sach afternoon from the press box
on the South Side.

One afternoon, after several pitch-
ers had been used up in a game,
Manager Rowland sent up a mes-
sage for Scott to come down and
don a uniform. Jim's face was wear-
ing a broad smile as he clambered

.down the steps, and he set out right
there to vindicate himself in the
eyes of the manager, the owner and
tfce fans.

' He had no opportunity during the
closing stages of the season, but
made an early start this year. He
was out on the coast before most of
the players were thinking about
baseball, and began conditioning
himself according to his own ideas.
Result, when the White Sox main
army reached Mineral Wells Jim
Scott was on the ground, well ad

vanced and almost ready to step into
the box and have a whirl at big
league batters.

And since the entire squad has
been in action at the Wells, Scott has
been a leader in all physical exer-
cises. He was made a corporal for
the military drill, and went to it
eagerly. He pitches to the batters
as much, as Manager Rowland will
let him, and at times puts some real
puzzlement on the ball.
, The eagerness and determination
of Scott means a better break for
the South Siders. With Faber, Wil-
liams and Russell he will form a hurl-
ing quartet capable of carrying the
burden of the box work throughout
the season.

With Eddie Murphy on the sick list
the fight for the right field Job is now
between Nemo Liebold and Eldred, a
youngster from Seattle. The latter
has the job on the first team and has
been a surprise to the veterans. He
is small, the ideal build for a lead-o- ff

man, hits the ball solidly and is a sure
fielder. Liebold also has these qual-
ifications and the battle should be a
merry one. John Collins seems def-
initely eliminated as a first-tea- m

probability.
No sensational changes are due to

happen to the Cub team before it
reaches Chicago. The infield will be
the same one that closed the 1916
season, according to present indica
tions. Wolfe is a sterling player, but
it is not expected he will be able to
push aside Wortman. Saier will be
on first, Deal at third and Doyle at
second.

The outfield will retain the three"
regulars that played last season, with
Wolter a certainty and Schick, Smith
and Jacobson fighting for the fifth
berth, as Mitchell will carry five gar-
deners through the season.

Dilhoefer and Elliott will be in the
backstopping group with Art Wilson,
and this trio will be depended on for
the catching. Wilson ie the only vetr


