
ADAMSON LAW MUST BE OBEYED OR WORLD'S
GREATEST KAIL TIE-U- P WILL RESULT

conference in New York
when railroad managers and broth-
erhood officials meet in the same
room for a talk is expected to bring

I
peace and the basic eight-ho- ur day in
freight service.

The greatest transportation tie-u- p

in the world's history will come next
week unless the railroads agree to
obey the main clause of the Adam-so- n

law.
Refusal of the railroads to obey

the Adamson law while the supreme
court is passing on the validity of
that law is a species of treason to the
nation, the railroad managers and
capitalists are traitors, and' if the
brotherhoods strike they will be at-
tacking interests that are unpatri-
otic. That's the brotherhoods' view
as.it stands out from a statement is-

sued by the four executives last
night

"We are going ahead just as if
there was no Adamson law," said
Pres. W. G. Lee of the trainmen to-
day. "We shall proceed as if there
was np supreme court decision pend-
ing. We have waited Monday after
Monday to have a decision on the
Adamson law handed down. Now we
will not wait as a matter of fact, it
will make no difference. The deci-

sion won't influence our action in the
slightest."

"There is only one thing we ask
the newspapers to tio," said a' broth- -'

erhood official today. "If they would
print the truth about both sides, our
case would, be an easy one. Public
opinion would be overwhelmingly
with us.

'."As I look over the columns of
newspapers like the Chicago Tribune
and the Daily News, I wonder wheth-
er I could possibly run those papers
any differently if I was hired by the
railroad companies to stir up preju-
dice against the organized railroad
men.

"J suppose there, has aever been, a

permanent-organize- d publicity serv-
ice in this country equal to the one
maintained by the railroads. When
the Rockefeller family three years
ago wainted the most efficient press
agent that money can buy, they got
the fellow they wanted by going to
the Pennsylvania railroad company
and getting the president to release
Ivy L. Lee.

"Did you notice yesterday the big
headline in the afternoon papers? It
said President Wilson was 'amazed'
at the stand taken by the brother-
hoods. The news story didn't have
a grain ef fact or evidence on the
president's views.

"Nothing the president said to any-
body was stated. The names of no
Washington officials, correspondents
nor attaches of any s6rt were named
in the story. It was a clear case of
manipulation of news by the railroad
publicity diplomats. The Associated
Pressgain showed it is a railroad-controll- ed

service. Fakes? We are
used to them. The lie yesterday that
President Wilson is amazed and
shocked at our conduct is one more
sample.

"We have grown tired presenting
the country on the ex-
ploitation of railroads. They are
capitalized at three times their actual
value. Everybody who buys any-
thing shipped over a railroad must
pay freight on rates based on water-
ed stocks, overbonded investments,
securities issued because they want-
ed the money and knew how to milk
the public for it

"In our western wage arbitration
in 1914 we showed from government
records that millions of acres of land
held by the railroads are stolen
goods, the results of outright frauds
on the U. S. land laws. It would
have made a live two-colu- story
for the Tribune or the Daily News.
It didn't get an inch.

"5ge showed how the Chicago Belt


