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tiative and referendum. This would
put the legislatures on edge to find
out what the people wanted. This
plan has worked in Washington and
Oregon.

Miss Rankin also advocated the
prohibition of intoxicants and elec-
tion of president by direct vote. Now
a vote in some states counts as much
as three in others. She did not de-

clare for the single tax, but she
wound up her speech by quoting an
eloquent passage from "Progress and
Poverty," and evidently had derived
much inspiration from George's
books.

But, aside from these many inter-
esting questions, her principle aim
is to look after the1 children of our
land. She desires the full suffrage
for all, regardless of sex. She might
have added our public school system
to her list of subjects, wherein only
science and knowledge and not fic-

tion should be taught a question of
vital concern for a democracy.

The lady from Montana made a
good impression on everybody and
we should all help her to make good,
as the1 first is always a pacemaker
for those who come after. D. F.
Sweetland, 2259 S. ildare.

CHRISTIANITY SLEEPS. Until
five years ago I was a church mem-
ber. But the church sleeps. There
.are a large number of workers in
trades who do not hesitate to say
that the Christian church sleeps and
cannot be saved. That as a force
making for the good of humanity, it
is lost.

Thoughtful persons on the firing
line of the world-wid- e democratic-soci- al

movement are voicing, in ear--
nest words from rostrums and soap-
boxes, scant respect for the devotion-alis- m

of the churches. They right-
fully say that society has outgrown
the conception of religion as a thing
of rites of ceremonies, of cloisters
and retreats, of holy days and all
holy places. Society is coming to di--

' .vine religion as human principle for

all living. Workers of the world are
beginning to feel the hollowness of
a religion paraded on Sunday, and
demand one effective from Monday
to Saturday as well; in the shops and
in the streets wherever men bear
the burdens and the heat of the day.

J. Burke.

OUR POLITICAL DOCTORS, I
wish to make a few comments on
the statistics concerning the health
of school children and the advice re-
cently published by the Chicago
health dep't Long before the de-

partment published its statistics I
knew, and every observing person
knew, that there are an astounding
number of people in this city, both
children and adults, who are suffer-
ing for lack of medical attention.
They are dragging themselves
through life as miserable wretches,
whereas most of they could be happy
and healthy if such measures of pre-
vention and cure as science has
placed in the hands of man were di-

rected toward their relief.
We all know there are parents

who bring children into- the world
and raise them as though they were
cattle and without giving them in
any respect the attention they ought
to have. In such cases, where parents
refuse to secure for their children
the proper medical attention, some
public agency ought to have the pow-
er to give the children the necessary
medical attention, against the par-
ents' will (but I would not give this
power to our present political doc-
tors) , the parents to be compelled to
pay a reasonable, fee, If they were
able; if not, public funds should be
used to defray the expenses.

However, most parents are willing
to safeguard the health and well-bei-

of their children. If most par-
ents are not willing to take serious
the advice of our present health
dep't, it must be because they have
very little confidence in it And there
is a reason. The department has
ever been busy with all kinds of use- -


