
NEWSPAPERMEN PRESENT HIM
WITH AN AUTOMOBILE
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Washington newspaper correspon-

dents have given Preston an automo-
bile, celebrating his twentieth anni-
versary as superintendent of the
senate press gallery. Preston is a
a walking encyclopedia on. senate
rules, proceedings and the men com-

posing it
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WAR BREAK. BRIEFS

Mobile, Ala. Marines guarding
the powder magazine at local navy
yard fired on, but failed to capture
unidentified man detected approach?
fag magazine.

Washington. Department com-
manders at San Francisco, Chicago,
San Antonio and New York are ar-
ranging for extensive camp sites,
similar to Plattsburgh camp.

Portland, Ore. Railroad bridges
across Columbia and Willamette riv-

ers under military guard.

FISHER STREET CAR BILL- - IS
DENOUNCED BY SKINNER

EXPLAINS ITS MEANING
Every alderman who votes to send

the Walter Fisher "30-2- bill to the
legislature when it is called up be-

fore the city council today vote3
to kill absolutely for all time hope
of public ownership and operation of
our street car lines. .

That was the answer of the oppo-
nents of the $500,000,000 street car
program slammed at Fisher and the
local transportation committee Sat-
urday. Former Ass't Corporation
Counsel James Skinner, appearing
for the Greater Chicago Federation,
set out to prove that the Fisher' bill
is a tool which will make municipal
ownership impossible.

"The Fisher '30-2-0' year bill should
be drawn up frankly," said Skinner.
"It should ask for a ar fran-
chise, because the city could never
take over the properties under the
state constitution.

"The bill seeks to delude the peo-
ple into thinking' that municipal
ownership may be attained by it.

"The lawyers who drew up the
1907 ordinances, knew or should
have known that it was impossible to
attain municipal ownership under
them. The present Fisher bill is a
repetition of the 1907 ordinances in
different language. They are trying
to put it over on the city again by
holding out hope of public owner-
ship.

"In 1907 the value of the street
car lines was $59,000,000. Today
they claim they are worth $155,000,-00- 0.

They saythe elevated lines are
worth $70,000,000. If we purchased
them today we should have to pay
$225,000,000. :

"The debt limitation of the city is
5 per cent of the assessed valuation
of its property. This valuation is
slightly in excess of one billion dol-
lars. Therefore our debt limitation
is $50,000,000. We have already is-

sued bonds to the extent of $46,000.- -


