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CITY WORKMEN ON STRIKE-BLA- ME

CITY HALL CROWD
Several thousand members of the

Chicago Building Trades council
employed in city construction and
repair work, except that on school
buildings, are out on strike as a pro-

test against the unfair way they have
been treated since the beginning of
the Thompson-Lundi- n regime.

Simon O'Donnell, pres. of the
Building Trades Council, and Jas. J.
Conroy, sec'y, laid the blame at the
door of Mayor Thompson's cabinet.

"There is general dissatisfaction,"
said O'Donnell, "and we have been
shunted from pillar to post for
months. Temporary appointees who
don't carry union cards have been
put to work in the place of union
men and Bridewell inmates' have
been used on city work, ynion men
have been discriminated against."

."The grievances are many and va-

ried," said Conroy. "Certified civil
service men are walking the streets,
while nonunion men are holding
their places. Clausen in engineering
bureau has had the Bridewell bidding
on jobs against outside contractors,
putting free labor up against compe-
tition with convict labor. That's been
going on six months. They've even
used Bridewell labor in the city
yards."

Among those called out are work-
men employed at the Wilson av. tun-
nel, the new Mayfair, Central Park
and Springfield av. pumping stations,
eight new fire stations and the new
police stations. Mayor Thompson
blamed the Municipal Voters' league.

o o
NEW BLOW AT TWO PLATOON
Chief O'Connor's latest move to

wipe out the double platoon system
which the rank and file of the fire
dep't won after several years' fight
is to end the inspection of the 337
Chicago theaters. He gave as his ex-

cuse the shbrtage of firemen under
the new system. The fire insurance
men have lined up the trust press
against the double ptetoon.

WILSON ON GERMAN PEOPLE
AND PRUSSIAN AUTOCRACY

We have no quarrel with the Ger-
man people. We have no feeling to-

ward them but one of sympathy and
friendship. It was not upon their im-

pulse that their government acted in
entering this war. It was not with
their previous knowledge or ap-

proval. It was a war determined
upon as wars used to be determined
upon in the old, unhappy days when
people were nowhere consulted by
their rulers and wars were provoked
and waged in the interest of dynas-
ties or of little groups of ambitious
men who were accustomed to use
their fellow men as pawns and tools.

o

One things that has served
to convince us that the Prussian au-
tocracy has not and could never be
our friend is that from the very out-
set of the present war it has filled our
unsuspecting communities and even
our offices. of government with spies
and ,sej criminal intrigues every-
where afoot against our national
unity-- , of counsel, our peace within
and without, our industries and our
commerce.

We are now about to accept gage
of battle with this natural foe to lib-

erty and shall, if necessary, spend the
whole force of the nation to check
and nullify its pretensions and its
power. We are glad, now that we
see the facts with no veil of false
pretense about them, to fight thus
for the ultimate peace of the world
and for the liberation of its people,
the German people included; for the
rights of nations, great and small,
the privilege of men everywhere to
choose their way and line of

Washington. Sam'l Gompers and
H. E. Coffin of advisory com'n of na-

tional counsel of defense think war
may last three years,


