
BASEBALL SPORTS OF ALL- - SORTS BOXING

CUB CATCHERS WEAK DOYLE
TO START AT SECOND BASE

By Mark Shields
There is something of a chuckle in

the news that Jim Archer has
signed a contract to catch for the
Cubs during the coming season.
Some weeks ago, when Archer was
kicking on a reduction in his stipend,
a statement came from the Cub of-

fices to the effect that Jim wasn't
any great shucks as a catcher in
1916, was out of the game a great
portion of the time, and was more
of a liability than an asset to the
team.

It was, in effect, stated that the
team would be just as well off with-
out him in 1917. Some other re-
marks were made that carried a sting
that wasn't called for. Evidently
some one explained how- undiplo-
matic that statement was, in view of
the high esteem in which Archer
was held by Cub fans, and in subse-
quent interviews an effort was made
to take the sting out of the first mis-
guided remarks. The first statement
probably wasn't prepared by Pres.
Weeghman at all, but came from a
source in his office.

At any rate, Archer comes TJack
now. His salary for the coming sea-
son isn't known and it concerns only
Jim and his boss. But Jim is entitled
to a loud guffaw when he thinks of
what they said of him a few weeks
ago.

But there is another andr very seri-
ous side to the question. It con-
cerns the strength of the Cub catch-
ing staff. The signing of Archer, after
the declaration that he was through, j

seems a confession that Wilson, El- -
liott and Dillhoeffer have not been
impressive on the training trip and
that Mitchell is in dire need of the
services of another receiver, even
though he is a veteran who may be
out of the game through injuries.

It must be admitted, even by Arch-
er's most ardent admirers, that he is
not the same squat-thro- w dead shot
of two or three years ago. Jim has
slowed up and his pegs to second
base lack their old snap and accu-
racy.

Even so, he is needed. Dillhoefer fi
should hit well, but reports from the
front are to the effect that his arm is
still bad and his throwing to bases
is not of big league caliber. Elliott is
a good average ballplayer, energetic
and aggressive in the game, but he
will never be a star. And Wilson
must take thedust of several catch-
ers in the Tener organization.

When the club started on its train-
ing trip there were several opinions
that the real test would come in the
ability of the backstops. Strength
there has come to mean a lot in win-
ning ball games. Even the glamor of
a spring training trip could not give
reports about the candidates the
proper glow, and now, with the sign-
ing of Archer, we get a confession
or, at least, a fear that the receiv-
ers would not hold up to major class.

They may come, of course. Elliott
and Dillhoefer are young and have
not the responsibility and experience
to should, such a heavy task. In the
meantime an old head is needed.

LarryDoyle will be at second base
in the opening game for the Cubs
next Wednesday on the North Side.
That became an assured fact yester-
day when he played the bag against
Kansas City and went through the
entire game, Wortman being sta-
tioned at short Deal and Saier made
up the remainder of the infield, and
Flack, Williams and Wolter were the
outposts. The only possible change V
in the alignment is the substitution
of Mann for Flack.

Phil Douglass went the route and
allowed four hits. That is a commen-
dable performance, considering that
the Blues are composed mainly of
fellows who were big leaguers at late
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