CONFESSIONS OF A WIFE
PAULA DESCRIBES FLOSSIE SMITH

wRhall | begia today, Mr Smith?!
wits the gquestion [ put Lo Cohgress-
man Emith as [ walked into his of-
iee the next morning nabout §
o'elock,” anld Paula (o/'me. continu-
lug her story.

*Congressman Smith looked up
quickly and said: ‘Begin whenever
vou llke He said it with a Kind of
quikzical smile that told me he was
ngé much in the air as [ was.

" “What shall | de?’

" Tm sure I don't know.'

“Then we both laughed., for we
knew nothing about the work in
bund,

o tell you what you do.. Go up
1o the Shoraham and see Fossie, She
has g Jot of ideas about Washington,
and at the present moment 1 haven't
wn ldea sbout anything, and my con-
tituents are bombarding me with
somminds; adjudications, compli-
ments and damnings to beat the
band."

“Looking at young Congressman
Smith, Margie, [ could see that while
he was a man of splendid mind and
presumably fine ideals, yot just now
he was so consumed with the excite-
ment and self-satisfaction over his
ioh thut he conid think of nothing
slge,

“1'll eonfess that L did not wani
tb go to work very badly that dajy,
tor Alma hnd bad word from Tom
Perry that morning that Jelf Perry-
green was in town snd had brought
bin car with him.

“=eme class to Jeffy, isn't ¥
said Almn. .

“There were five days before con-
eress opened and Mr. Smith's prede-
pessor bad not taken all his pirs-
phernalia out of his office yet. 1 got
hoM of his secretary and he told me
to come around (he next day and he
woull tell me something abouot my
duties

] departsd with a Hght heart fo
the Shorehnm,

“I wonder If | have told you, Mar-
gie;, that Washington i5 the city of
castes. [n this regand its hotels dre a
good illustration. The Shoreham, a
small hotel only about three blocks
fram the white house, is the hotel of
the administration. Flere can be seen
almost every day at lunchesn the
members of the cabinel, (he secre-
tury (o the president ang other men
eonnected with the administration
who ira known to be particularly his
friends.

It was here that Congressman
Smiith had domiciled hils frivolous lt-
tie wife, Florence, who was plwnys
called Flogsie by her Intimates.

“The name wis perfectly expres-
sive of the woman, and Alma told nie
a story before 1 met Mrs. Smith
which [Dustrated her point. It con-
verned the assistant librarian at the
Congressianal litrary

“The assistant was a bachelor and
has or this account greatly worried
one of his sisters, who thought every
man should make at least one good
woman Junhappy’ by marrying her,

*A girl named Flossie seemed much
impressed by the librarian, and his
gister said to him: "Why don't you
marry that Uttle girl who seems lo
be go mueh in love with you, broth~
er mine?’

“You sursly don't want me io
marry that girl, sister? She is Flos-
sie by name and very Flossis by na-
ture!”

“ “PMgasie! Fossle! What on earth
do you mean by flogsie by nature!”

* “Why, my dear sister, a girl who
is Flossie by nature 18 one who would
not wear a porous plaster without
threading baby ribbon through the
holes.'

“I've told you this foolish little
story, Margle” sald Pauls, “for 1
wint you to get just the right ldea of
Floesic Smith. Shé will huve much to
do with the story I'm going w el

you Bnd with my job as secrelary o




