
aight would be the most conclusive
showing-u- p of three different polit-

ical interests in their stand on the
religious issue.

Labor never will forget the record
of Big Bill's action if he names Jake
Loeb tonight Iiabor regards it as a

battle. A letter was
sent yesterday to .every alderman
voting today. It was signed by Pres'.
John Fitzpatrick and Sec'y Ed Nock-e- ls

of the Chicago Federation of La-

bor and reads:
"Dear Alderman: We are informed

that a fight is to be made on organ-
ized labor at the first meeting of the
new council on Mondoy, April 23,-b-

y

an attempt to secure the confirma-
tion of the name of Jacob M. Loeb
as member of the board of education
md ten others. -

"The plan is to place air. Loeb's
name with these others before 'the
new council prior to adoption of the
rule and ask for imemdiate confirma
tion. By this trick they avoid having
to suspend the rules, which requires
3, two-thir- vote.

"Jacob Loeb, the day after the su-
preme court upheld the Loeb anti-
union rule, made this statement in
the Chicago Tribune:

" 'This is the happiest day of my
life. Such a decision is worth mak-

ing a long fight for. There will be
io labor unions in the public schools.'

'"IJoday union carpenters, foundry-me- n,

electricians, plumbers, printers
and others carrying union cards are
teaching the boys in the Lane and
Crane public trade and technical
schools. Under the Loeb rule not one
of these men can lawfully .teach. If
the appointment of Jacob Loeb is
confirmed by the city council it will
mean the council will approve the
driving of every union man and wom-
an out of all employment connected
with the public schools. This is what
the Manufacturers' ass'n wants.

"Dudley Taylor, representing the
Employers' ass'n, has already ad-
dressed the mayor. protesting
against city employes being organ-- ,

ized and against recognition of labor
unions in any way whatsoever.

"This is a fight t6 the death be-

tween organized labor and big busi-

ness and its allies, such as the Illinois
Manufacturers' ass'n and the Em-

ployers' ass'n, operating under the
name of the Chicago Public School
league. Big Business is struggling
to crush democracy from our school
system. Labor wants courageous
citizens trairied in our schools, so
that the poor boy has really an equal
chance with the rich boy.

"The rules of the council provide
for the appointments to be deferred
one week. On June 30, 1916, page
220 of the proceedings, the council
ordered the committee on schools to
ask certain questions of candidates
for school board members before vot-
ing on concurrence in the mayor's
appointments, and organized labor
confidently expects each alderman
who believes in rule by thepeopl- to
see that concurrence in the mayor's
school appointees is delayed as the
rule provides, and that the questions
are put to the candidates before the
aldermen vote on them."

If Loeb is confirmed today it will
be only through an alliance of Mayor
Thompson and Roger Sullivan, with
the express aim of destroying the
Teachers' Federation. The 24 Re-

publican Aldermen, even if Mayor
Thompson could line them up solidly
for Jake Loeb, would not be enough
to confirm the appointment. Con-

firmation must come from the 43
Democrats of the council. Only out
of this group can the 36 votes neces-
sary for confirmation" be obtained.

Roger Sullivan's council leaders
are said to be leaning toward sup- -
port of the mayor. Some of the Sul- - V
livan aldermen, however, recognize
they are playing with a dangerous
fire. To vote for Jake Loeb now
would mean for each alderman so
voting (1) the fierce and uncompro-
mising enmity of organized labor in
all future campaigns and (2) the
further muddling of the religious ki


