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Sol Seidman went to Cincinnati

today to put up to the general con-
ference board of the International
Ladies' Garment Workers' union the

of renewing the strike
against Chicago garment factories
who have taken advantage of a pa-
triotic move of the workers to crush
unionism and institute a brand of
slavery in the garment factories.

Methods used by Chicago employ-
ers to dupe employes and cheat
workers out of their rights were
again exposed today by officials of
the Ladies' Garment
Workers' union.

The story of the undoing of the
workers who struck for a living wage
is so raw as to be almost unbeliev-
able, inasmuch as it appears that
promises were made to the federal
government under patriotic pretense
which are said to have been broken
almost as soon as they were made.
High officials of the union vouch for
the story.

A part of the scheme was to "force
out of Chicago" all Jewish garment
workers who had ever belonged to
a labor union and to compel other
garment workers to sign individual
agreements fhat practically made
them chattel slaves of their employ-
ers. Those who persisted in con-
tinuing their in a union
were,to be blacklisted not only in the
garment trade, but in every shop and
store to Which anti-unio- n 'influence
could be extended.

"We were asked by a personal
of Pres. Wilson's cab-

inet, R. B. Mahoney, editor, lawyer,
former statesman and now assistant
to Sec'y of Labor Wilson, to call off
the strike during the war crisis," Sol
Seidman, vice presi-
dent of the union said today.

"Mahoney was fair in his dealings.
We told him that it was not our in-

tention to quit in the middle of the
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slack season a fight we had half-wa- y

won, but we willingly agreed to sac-

rifice our own interest for the com-

mon good.
"But Mahoney did not wish all the

burden to fall on we workers, espe-

cially when the manufacturers could
relieve us of it by simply giving us
what we believed was a square deal.
Mahoney went to many manufactur-
ers who promised that the strikers
should be taken back and that their
union affliations would not be inter-
fered with.

"What do we find today? W&

have called off the strike; Mahoney
has gone away; and now the manu-
facturers will not give our members
jobs.

"When the strikers returned to
i the shops this week they were told

they could not have their jobs back
unless they forswore their union
membership, and none who were
Jews were to get work under any
consideration, some employers
ruled.'

"Those who expressed a willing-
ness to return to work were given
individual agreements to sign. Who-

ever would sign these agreements
would solemnly promise to: '

"Withdraw from affiliation with
any labor union.

"Not to join any labor union in
future.

"To attend no union meetings.
"To not converse or associate with

any union officials or agitators.
"To remain content with wages

and factory conditions which the em-

ployers might impose."
Several attempts were made by the

workers nearly all of whom are
women to secure copies of the
agreement they were asked to sign,
but these were so carefully guarded
that even while the workers read
them office men kept their hands on
them In several cases it is said
girls were asked to sign the agre- -


