
They are looking ahead to the in-- 1

dustrial and commercial wars which
are expected to follow the war we are
now in.

The other day Frederick J. Koster,
president of the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce, addressed
the National Association of Manufac-

turers in New York. He egged them
on to a nation-wid- e fight on the
American Federation of .Labor, and
said an'organization bigger than the
National Association of Manufac-
turers must be created to cope with
the A. F. of L., which he described
as "a tremendously powerful nation-
al organization, which has become
the dominant thing in the life of this
nation, not only in politics, but in all
departments." What Koster has in
mind is indicated by the present pur-
pose of the "better ele-

ment" of San Francisco, which has
raised a fund of a million dollars to
smash unionism in that city. A com-

mittee on Law and Order has been
created, and it has hired lawyers to
work with the district attorney in the
prosecution of labor cases:
The Mooney case is one of them."

One cannot always tell what cap-

tains of industry have in the back of
their heads when they are waving the
flag and shouting for Uncle Sam. If
Koster were appointing the Illinois
Council of Defense, or war board,
John Walker and Victor Olander
wouldn't be on it, for Koster's Law
and" Order league in San Francisco is
made up exclusively of leaders of the

"better element" in other
words, the bosses.

I have less confidence in the Chi-

cago war board than in the one ap-

pointed by Gov. Lowden, so far as the
rights of organized labor are con-

cerned. But that will all come out in
the wash, and the Chicago bunch
can't pull any rough stuff without
getting caught at it If it attempts to
play the game of the Illinois Manu-
facturers' association which is the

EjSil
same game Koster is playing in San
Francisco it means a fight.

I look for such men as Koster to
show their hands whenever they can
control the local boards that will

make the exemptions In the selective
draft. In San Francisco, for exam-
ple, if Koster's crowd controls the
local committee under the conscrip-

tion law, labor leaders will go to the
front and employers' pets will stay at
home.

Already the big industries are us-

ing their influence both here in
Washington and elsewhere, to get
the government to let them deter-
mine what men employ shall
be exempted. Their argument is that
they know best which employes are
most needed to keep industry hum-
ming. The public utilities of the
country have already organized an
auxiliary secret service among their
own officers and trusted employes
and this public utility secret service
is voluntarily with the
government. In Chicago A. R. Briggs
is at the head of it.

That's all right if its aims, and ac-

tivities are purely patriotic, but it will
be all wrong if it is employed to serve
the selfish purposes of the public
utilities. The argument made to
government officials is that power
and light companies, street railways,
gas companies and other public serv-

ice corporations are vitally interest-
ed. They may-b-e subject to attack
by enemy bomb-throwe- rs who might
want to put out of business power
plants that furnish power to munition

'manufacturers, etc. But these must
not be-- built up under the guise of a
patriotic service, a spy system that
will help play the game Koster wants
the National Association of Manufac-

turers to play.
Home Defense Guards,

too, may need watching in some in-

dustrial centers. If their purpose is
purely patriotic and they are not or-

gans of the Koster organism, well
and .good. But if they are entirely
controlled by Koster's bet- -
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