
objects of deep invest to the United Stum. Any such
foreign interfere.. c*. * ""«¦£ $the United States- My view* upon that subject were fully
communicated to Congress in my »"<iua message. u

anv event it wu certain that no change wha'ever in the
G fvernmtmt of M.uco which would deprive Paredes ol
1,0wer could be for the worse, so far a* the United Slate*
were oonoeintd, wl.ile it waa highly probable that any change
muat be for the better.

, . I
Tiiia waa the elate of affairs existing when Congress, on

the thirteenth of May last, re.-ogn.sed the existencei of the war

which had been eom nenced by the Government ot 1 are.les ;

and it became an object of much importance, with a view to
u speedy settlement of our difficulties and the restoration ol
j:i honorable peace, that Paredea should not retain powei in

Mexico.
. ibefore that time there were symptoms of a revolution in

Mexico, favored, us it was understood to be, by the more libe¬
ral party, and especially by those who were opposed to foreign
interference and to the monarchical form of government.
Hanta Anna was then in exile in Havana, having been expel¬
led from power and banished from his country by a revolution
which occurred in December, 1841; but it was known that
he had still a considerable party ill his lavor in Mexico. It
was ul>«j equally well known that no vigilance which could be
everted by out squadron woufil, in all probability, ha»e pre¬
vented him fiom electing a landing somewhere oil the exten¬
sive Gulf coaat of Mexico, if he deJired to return to h.s coun

try. He had openly professed an entire change of policy ;
had expressed his le'gret that he had subverted the federal
constitution of 1824, and avowed that he was now in favor of
its restoration. He had publicly declared his hostility, in the
strongest terms, to the ettablisbment of a monarchy, and to
Euro|>eaii interference in the affairs of his countiy. inlorma-
tion to this effect ha 1 been received, from sources believed to
be reliable, at the date of the recognition of tho existence of
the war by Congress, and was afterwards fully confirmed by
the rereipt oClhe de*i>fttfh of our Consul in the city of Mexi¬
co, with the accompanying documents, which are heiewith
tiansmitted. Besides, it was reasonable to suppose that he
must aee the ruinous consequences" to"" Mexico ot a war with
the United States, and that it would be his inte.est to favor
1

It was under these circumstances, and upon these consider¬
ations, that it was deemed expedient not to obstruct his return
to Mexico, should he attempt to do so. Our object was the
restoration of peace s and, with that view, no reason was per-
ceived why we should take part with Parades, and aid him,
by means of our blockade, in preventing the return of his rival
to Mcxieo. Gil the contrary, it was believed that the intus-
tine divisions which ordinary sagacity could not but anticipate^as the fruit of Santa Anna's return to Mexico, and his contest
with Paredes, might stiongly tend to produce a disposition
with both parties to restore and preserve peace with the l.nited
Stales. Paredes was a soldier by profession, and a monarch-
ist in principle. He had but recently before been successful
in a military revolution, by which he had obtained power.
He was the sworn enemy of the United States, with which he
had involved his country in the existing war. Santa Anna
had been expelled from power by the army, was known to be
in open hostility to Paredes, and publicly pledged against for¬
eign intervention and the restoration of monarchy in Mexico.
In view of these facts and circumstances it was that, when or¬
ders were issued to the commander of our naval forces in the
Gulf, on the 13th day of May last, the day on which the
existence of the war had been recognised by Congress, to
place the coasts of Mexico under blockade, he was directed
not to obstruct the passage of Santa Anna to Mexico, should
he attempt to return.
A revolution took place in Mexico in the early part of Au¬

gust following, by which the power of Paredes was overthrown,
and he has since been banished from the country, and is now
in exile. Shortly afterwards Santa Anna returned. It re¬
mains to be seen whether his return may not yet prove to be
favorable to a pacific adjustment of the existing difficulties, it
being manifestly his interest not to persevere in the prosecu¬
tion of a war commenced by Paredes to accomplish a purpose
so absurd as the reconquest of Texas to the Sabine. Had
Paredes remained in power, it is morally certain that any pa¬
cific adjustment would have been hopeless.
Upon the commencement of hostilities by Mexico against

the United States, the indignant spirit of the nation was at
once aroused Congress promptly responded to the expecta¬
tions of the country, and by the act of the thirteenth of May
last recognised the fact that war existed, by the act of Mexi¬
co, between the United States and that Republic, and grant¬
ed ihe means necessary for its rigorous prosecution. Being
involved in a w«r thus commenced by Mexico, and for the
justice of which on our part we may confidently appeal to the
whole world, I resolved to prosecute it with the utmost vigor.
Accordingly, the ports of Mexico on the Gulf and on the Pa¬
cific have been placed under blockade, and her territory inva¬
ded at several important points. The reports from the De¬
partments of War and the Navy will inform you more in de¬
tail of the measures adopted in the emergency in which our

country was placed, and of the gratifying results which have
been accomplished.

The various columns of tha srmy have performed theii duty,
under great disadvantages, wiiti the most distinguished skill
and courage. The victories of Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palms, and of Monterey, won against greatly superior num¬

bers, and against most decided advantages in other respccts on
the part of the enemv, were brilliant in their execution, anil
en'itle our brave officers and soldiers to the grateful thanks of
their country. The nation deplores the loss of the brave offi-

r
cer« and men who have gallantly fallen while vindicating and
defending their country's rights and honor.

It is a subject of pride and satisfaction that our volunteer
citizen-soldiers, who so promptly responded to their country's
call, with an experience of the discipline of a camp of only
a few weeks, have borne their part in the hard-fought battle
of Monterey with a constancy and courage equal to that of

"veteran troops, and worthy of the highest admiration. The
privations of bmg marches through the enemy's country and
through a wilderness have been borne without a murmur.
By rapid movements the province of New Mexico, with
Santa Fe, its capital, has been captured without blood¬
shed. The navy has co-operated with the army, and ren¬
dered important servirps. If not so brilliant, it is because the
enemy had no force to meet them on their own clement, and
because of the defences which natuie has interposed in the
difficulties of the navigation on the Mexican coast. Our
squadron in the Pacific, with the co-operation of a gallant of¬
ficer of the army and a small force hastily collected in that
distant country, have acquired bloodless possession of the
Californias, and the American flag has been raised at every
important point in that province.

I congratulate you on the success which has thus attended
our military and naval operationa. In leaa than seven months
aftrr Mexico commenced hostilities, at a time selected by her¬
self, we hava taken possession of many of her principal ports,
driven back and pursued her invading armv, and acquired
military possession of the Mexican provinces of New Mexico,
New l*eon, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and the California*, a

territory larger in extent than that embraced in the original thir¬
teen States of the Union, inhabited by a considerable popu¬
lation, awl much of it more than a thousand miles from the

'

points at which we had to collect our forces and commence
our movements. By the blockade the import and export
trade of the enemy has been cut off.

Well may the American people he proud of the energy and
gallantry of our regular and volunteer officers and soldiers.
The events of these few months afford a gratifying proof that
our country can, under any emergency, confidently rely for
the maintenance of her honor, and the defence of her rights, on
an effective force, ready at all times voluntarily to relinquish
the comforts of home for the pvrils and privations of the
camp. And though such a f»rce may be for the time ex-
pen*ivp, it is in the end economical, as the ability to com¬
mand it removes the necessity of employing a large standing
army in time of peace, and proves that our people love their
institutions, and are ever ready to defend and protect them.

Whilst the war was in a course of vigorous and successful
j r->socution, being still snxious to arrest its evils, and con¬
sidering that, after the lirilliant victories of our arms on the
eighth and ninth of May last, the national honor could not be
compromised by it, another overture was made to Mexico,
bj my direction, on the twenty-seventh of July last, to ter¬
minate hostilities by a peace iost and honorable to both
countries. On the thirty-first of Auguat following, the
Mexican Government declined to accept this friendly overture;but referred it to the decision of a Mexican Congress, to be
assembled in the early part of the preaent month. I commu¬
nicate to yon, herewith, a copy of the letter of the Secretaryof State propping to reopen negotiations, of the answer of the
Mexican Government, and of the r«p!y thereto of the Secreta¬
ry of Stale.
The war will continue to be prosecuted with vigor, as the

best means of securing peace. It is hoped that the decision
of the Mexican Congress, to which our last overture has been
referred, msy result in a speedy and honorable peace. With
our experience, however, of the unreasonable course of the
Mexican authoritiea, it is the psrt of wisdom not to telsx in
the energy of our militsrv operations until the result is made
known. In thia view, it isdeemed important to hold militarypossession of sll the provinces which hsve been taken, until a
definitive treaty of peace shall have been concluded and rati¬
fied by the two countriea.
The war has not been wared with a view to conquest; but,having been commenced by Mexico, it has been carried into

the enemy's country, and will be vigorously prosecuted there,with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby s cure
ample indemnity for the expenses of the war, as well as to
our m ich-injured citizens, who hold large pecuniary demands
against Mexico.

By the laws of nations a conquered terriiory is subject to
I* governed t-y the conqueror during his military poss. ssi.rn,snd until there is either s treaty of |>eace, or he ahall volunta¬
rily withdraw from it. The old civil government being necea-
sirily superseded, it is the right and duty of the conqueror to
secure his conquest, and to provide for the maintenance of
civil order and the rights of the inhalntants. This right has
U-en exercised, and this duty performed, by our military and
naval commsnd<-rs, by the establishment of temporary gov¬ernments in some of the conquered provinces in Mexico, "as-

siuiiUtiug them tu. far as practicable to the free institutions of
our own country. In the provinces of New Mexico awl of
the California*, little if any furthei resistance is apprehended
from the inhabitants to the temporary government* which
liave thus, from the necessity of the case and according to the
laws of war, been established. It may be proper to provide
for the security of these important conquests, by making an

adequate appropriation for the purpose of erecting fortifica-
I lions and defraying the expenses necessarily incident to the
maintenance of our poasession and authority over them.

Near the close of your last session, for reasons communi-
catetl to Congress, I deemed it important, as a measure for se¬

curing a speedy peace with Mexico, that a sum of money
should be appropriated and placed in the power of the Execu¬
tive, similar to thst which bad been made upon two former oc¬

casions, during the adm nistration of President Jefferson.
On the 26th of February, 1803, an appropriation of two

millions of dollar* was made and placed at the disposal of the
President. Its object ia well known. It was at that time in
contemplation to acquire Louisiana firom France, and it was
intended to be applied as a part of the consideration which
might be paid for that territory. On the 13th of February,
1806, the same nurn was in like manner appropriated with a

view to the purchase of the Floridas from Spain. These ap¬
propriations were made to facilitate negotiations, and as a

means to enable the President to accomplish the important ob¬
ject'' in view. Though it did not become necessary for the
President to use these appropriations, yet a state of things
might have arisen in which it would have been highly impor¬
tant for him to do so, and the wisdom of making them cannot
be doubted. It is believed that the measure recommended at

your last ses-ion met with the approbation of decided majori¬
ties in both House* of Congress. Indeed, in different form*
a bill making an appropriation of two millions of dollars pass¬
ed each House, and it is much to be regretted that it did not
become a law. 'I he reasons which induced me to recommend
the measure at that time still exist; and I again submit the
subject for your consideration, and suggest the importance ol
early action upon it. Should the appropriation be made ond
be not needed, it will remain in the Treasury : should it be
deemed proper to apply it in whole or in part, it will be ac¬
counted for as other public expenditures.

Immediately after Congress had recognised the existenpo of
the war with Mexico, my attention was directed to the dan¬
ger that privateers might be fiUed out in the ports of Cuba
and Porto Rico to prey upon the commerce of the United
Slates ; and I invited the special attention of the 8paniah Go¬
vernment to the fourteenth article of our treaty with that Pow¬
er, of the twentieth of October, 1795, under which the citi¬
zens and sulyerts of cither nation, who shall take commissions
or letters of marque to act as privateers against the other,
" shall be punished as pirates."

It affords me pleasure to inform you that I have received
assurances from the Spanish Government that this article of
the treaty shall be faithfully observed on its part. Orders for
this purpose were immediately transmitted from that Govern¬
ment to the authorities of Cuba and Porto Rico to exert their
utmost vigilance in preventing any attempts to fit out priva¬
teers in those islands against the United States. From the
good faith of Spain I am fully satisfied that this treaty will be
executed in its spirit as well as its letter; whilst the United
States will, on their part, faithfully perform all the obligations
which it imposes on them.

Information has been recently received at the Department
of State that the Mwxican Government has sent to Havana
blank commissions to privateers and blank certificates of na¬

turalization, signed by General Salas, the present head of the
Mexican Government. There is also reason to apprehend
that sifnilar documents have been transmitted to other paits o
the world. Copies of these papers, in translation, are here¬
with transmitted.

As the preliminaries required by the practice of civilized
nations for commissioning privateers and regulating their con
duct appear not to have been observed; and as these commis¬
sions are in blank, to be filled up with the names of citizens
and subjects of all nations who may be willing to purchase
them, the whole proceeding can only be construed as an in¬
vitation to all the freebooters upon earth, who are willing to pay
for the privilege, to cruise against American commerce. It
will be for our courts of justice to decide whether, under such
circumstances, these Mexican letters of marque and reprisal
shall protect those who accept them, and commit robberies
upon the high seas under their authority, from the pains and
penalties of piracy.

If the certificates of naturalization thus granted be intended
by Mexico to shield Spanish subjects from the guilt and pun¬
ishment of pirates, under our treaty with Spain, they will
certainly prove unavailing. Such a subterfuge would be but
a weak device to defeat the provisions of a solemn treaty.

I recommend that Congress should immediately provide by
law for the trial and punishment as pirates of Spanish sub¬
jects who, escaping the vigilance of their Government, shall
be found guilty of privateering against the United States. I
do not apprehend serious danger from these privateers. - Our
navy will be constantly on the alert to protect our commerce.
Besides, in case prizes should be made of American vessels
th%«»tmo»t vigilance will be exerted by our blockading squad¬
ron to prevent the captors from taking them into Mexican
ports, and it is not apprehended that any nation will violate
us neutrality by suffering such prizes to be condemned and
sold within its jurisdiction.

I recommend that Congress should immediately provide by
law for granting letters of marque and reprisal against vessels
under the Mexican flag. It is true that there are but few, if
any, commercial vessels of Mexico upon the high sens ; and
it is therefore not probable that many American privateers
would be fitted out in case a law should pass authorizing this
mode of warfare. It is, notwithstanding, certain that such
privateers may render good service to the commercial interests
ot the country, by recapturing our merchant ships, should any
be taken by armed vessels under the Mexican flag, as .well as

by capturing these vessels themselves. Every means within
oar power should be rendered available for the protection of
.ur commerce.
The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury will ex¬

hibit a detailed statement of the condition of the finances. The
imports for thfe fiscal year ending on the 30th of June last
were of the value of one hundred and twenty-one million aix
hundred and ninety one thousand snven hundred and ninety-
seven dollars ; of which the amount exported was eleven mil¬
lion three hundred and forty-six thousand six hundred and
twenty-three dollars, leaving the amount retained in the
country for domestic consumption one hundred and ten mil¬
lion three hundred and forty-five thousand one hundred and
seventy-four dollars. The value of the exports for the same

period was one hundred and thirteen million four hundred and
eighty-eight thousand five hundred and sixteen dollars: of
which one hundred and two million one hundred and forty-
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three dollars consist¬
ed of domestic productions, and eleven million three hundred
aad forty-six thousand six hundred and twenty-three dollars
ot foreign articles.

Ihe receipts into the Treasury fdr the same year wcie

m'!rn fOUr hundred *n<1 nifty nine thousand
hundred and forty seven dollars and six cents; of whirh

there was derived from customs twenty-six million seven hun-

I "u, " thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars
.m! cighty-acven cenU, from sales of public land, two million
Six hundred and ninety-four thousand four hundred and fifty-
two dollars and forty-eight cents ami from incidental and
miscellaneous sources ninety-two thousand one hundred and
twenty-flx dollars and seventy-one cents. The expenditures
for the same period were twenty-eight million thirty-one thou¬
sand one hundred and fourteen dollars and twenty cents, and
the balance in the Treasury on the first day of July last was
nine million one hundred and twenty six thousand "four hun¬
dred and thirty-nine dollars and eight cents.

The amount of the public d-bt, including Treasury notes,
on the first of the present month was twenty-four million two
hundred and fifty-six thousand tour hundred and ninety-four!
dollars and sixty cents; of which ihe sum of seventeen mil-
lion seven hundred and eighty-eight thousand seven hundred
and nmety-mne dollars an,I sixfy-two cents was outstanding

March, 1845, leaving the amount incurred
since that time six million four hundred and sixty-seven thou¬
sand mx hundred and ninety-four dollars and oinety^ight cents.

In order to prosecute the war with Mexico with vigor and
energy aa the best mesns of bringing it to s speedy and hon¬
orable termination, a further loan will be nec.Mary to meet
the expenditures for the piesentsnd the next fiscal years. If
the war should be continue.! until the 30th of June, 1848.

iT? °f,lh'! n<!xl yc*r.it is estimated that an
addition.) loan of twenty-three millions of dollar, will to re-

quired. I his estimate is made upon the asHuinption that it
will to necessary to retain constsntly in the Treasury four
millions of dollars, to guard against contingencies. If such
surplus were not required to he retained, then a loan of nine¬
teen millions of dollars would be sufheient. If, however,
.ongress should, at the present session, impose a revenue

doty on the principal articles now embraced in the free list, it
i* estimated that an additional annual revenue of about two
millions and a half, amounting, it is estimated, on the 30th of
lune, 1848, to four millions of dollars, would be derived from
that source ; snd the loan required would lie reduced by that
amount. It is estimated, also, that ahould Congress graduate
and reduce the price of such of the public lands as have been
I >ng in the market, the additional revenue derived from that
source would be annually, for several years to come, totwecn

* m'"»on »»»d a million of dollars ; and the loan required
may be reduced by that amount al«o. Should these measures
1* adopted, the loan required would not probably exceed eigh¬
teen or nineteen millions of dollars.leaving in the Treasury
» constant surplus nf four millions of dollars. The loan im>-
posed, it is estimuli, will be sufficient to cover the necessary
< xperi< itures both for the war and for all other purposes, up to
the 3tnh of June, 1848 , and an amount .f this I,Jan, not ex-

ceding one-half, may be required during the present fiscal

oOh.'fT ¦
****** P*rtof,h« """under during the first half

of the fiscal year succeeding.
sures"taken'!!?* *** *ivrn. »r«l P"'P«r mea-

i,e rp.uir(.,i if
lo,n' OT "uch portion of it as may

to m.k/* i'J ,rnP°rl«r" 'hat .he authority of Congress
hr.» ''trr.B,rr*r,yp#riod°fr.the loan should to contracted for .. .*-
nod of twenty years, w.th authority u, purchase the stick

and pay it ofl, at an earlier period, at it« market value, out of
any surplus which may at any time be in the Treasury ap¬
plicable to that purpose. After the catablishment of peace
with Mexico, it in supposed that a considerable surplus will
exist, and that the debt may be extinguished in a much
shorter period than that for which it may be contracted. The
period of twenty years, as that for which the proposed loan
may be contracted, in pieference to a shorter period, is sug¬
gested, because ail experience, both at home and abroad, haa
¦h°wn that loans are effected upon much better terms upon
long time, than when they are reimburaable at ahort dates.

Necessary as this measure is, lo sustain the honor and the
interests of the country, engaged in a foreign war, it is not
doubted but that Congress will promptly authorize it.
The balance in the Treasury on the first of July last

exceeded nine millions of dollars, notwithstanding considera¬
ble expenditures had been made for the war during the months
of May and June preceding. But for the war, the whole
public debt could and would have been extinguished within a

short period » and it was a part of my settled policy to do so
and thus relieve the people from its burden, and place the
Government hi a position which would enable it to reduce the
public expenditures to that economical standard which is most
consistent with the general welfare, and the pure and wholesome
progress of our institutions.
Among our just causes of complaint against Mexico, aris¬

ing out of her refusal to treat for peace, as well before as since
the war so unjustly commenced on her part, are the extraor¬
dinary expenditures in which we have been involved. Justice
to our own people will make it proper that Mexico should be
held responsible for these expenditures.
Economy in the public expenditures is at all times a high

duty which all public functionariea of the Government owe to
the people. This duty becomes the more imperative in a pe-
nod ol war, when large and extraordinary expenditures become
unavoidable. During the existence of the war with Mexico
all our resources should be husbanded, and no appropriations
made except such as are absolutely necessary for its vigorous
prosecution and the due administration of the Government.
Objects of appropriation, which in peace may be deemed use¬

ful or proper, but which are not indispensable for the public
service, may, when the country ia engaged in a foreign war,
be well postponed to a future period. By the observance of
this policy at yout present session, large amounts may lie sav¬
ed to the Treasury and be applied to objecta of preasing and
urgent necessity, and thus the creation of a corresponding
amount of public debt may be avoided.

It is not meant to recommend that tho oidinary and neces¬

sary appropriations for the support of Government should be
withheld, but it is well known that at every session of Con¬
gress appropriations are proposed for numerous objccta which
may or may not be made without materially affecting the pub¬
lic interests; and these it is recommended should not be
granted.
The act passed at your last session " reducing the duties

on imports" not having gone into operation until the first of
the present month, there has not been time for its practical
effect upon the revenue, and the business of the country, to
be developed. It is not doubted, however, that the just
policy which it adopts will add largely to our foreign trade,
and promote the general prosperity. Although it cannot
bo certainly foreseen what amount of revenue it will yield,
it is estimated that it ^will exceed that produced ky the act of
1842, which it superseded. The leading principle* estab¬
lished by it are, to levy the taxes with a view to raise rev¬

enue, and to impose thorn upon the articles imported -accord¬
ing to their actual value.
The act of 1842, by the excessive rates of duty which it

imposed on many articles, either totallv exclnded ihein from
importation, or greatly reduced the amount imported, and
thus diminished instead of producing revenue. By it the
taxes were imposed not for the legitimate purpose of raising
revenue, but to afford advantages to favored classes, at the
expense of a large majority of their fellow-citizens. Those
employed in agriculture, mechanical pursuits, commerce,
and navigation, were compelled to contribute from their sub¬
stance to swell the profits and overgrown wealth of the com¬

paratively few who had invested their capital in manufac-
tures. The taxes were not levied in proportion to the value
of the articles upon which they were imposed ; but, widely
departing from this just rule, the lighter taxes were, in many
cases, levied upon articles of luxury and high price, and
the heavier taxes on those of necessity and low price, con¬
sumed by the great maw of the people. It was a system
the inevitable effect of which was lo relieve favored classes
and the wealthy few from contributing their just proportion
for the support of Government, and to lay the burden on the
labor of the many, engaged in other pursuits than manufac¬
tures.
A system so unequal and unjust has been superseded by the

existing law, which imposes duties, not for the benefit or in¬
jury of classes or pursuits, but distributes, and, as far as prac¬
ticable, equalizes the public burdens among all classes and oc¬

cupations. The favored clasjes who, under the unequal and
unjust system winch has been repealed, have heretofore real¬
ized large profits, and many of thi»m amassed large fortunes
at the expense of the many who have been made tributary to
them will have no reason to complain if they shall be re¬

quired to bear their just proportion of the Jaxes necessary

thf iuPP°rt of Government. 80 far fromMt will be per-1
ceivcd, by an examination of the existing law, that discrimi¬
nations in the rates of duty imposed, within tlie revenue prin¬
ciple, have been retained in their favor. The incidental aid
against foreign competition which they still enjoy, gives them
an advantage which no other pursuits possess. But of this
none others will complain, because the duties levied arc ne¬

cessary for revenue. These revenue duties, including freight
and charges, which the importer must pay before he can come
in competition with the home manufacturer in our markets,
amount, on nearly all our leading branches of manufacture to
more than one-third of the value of the imported article, and in
»ome cases to almost one-half its value. With such advan¬
tages, it is not doubted that our domestic- manufacturers will
continue to prosper, realizing, in well-conducted establish¬
ments, even greater profits than can be derived from any other
regular business. Indeed, so far fiom requiring the protec¬
tion of even incidental revenue duties, our manufacturers in
wveral leading branches are extending their business, riving
evidence of great ingenuity and skill, and of their ability to
compete with increased prospect of success, for the open mar¬
ket of the world. Domestic manufactures, to tho value of
»everal millions of dollars, which cannot find a market at
tiome, are annually exported to foreign countries. Withsuch
rates of duty as those established by the existing law, the sys¬
tem will probably be permanent; and capitalists who have
naile, or who shall hereafter make, their investments in naiiu-
actures will know upon what to rely. The country will be
satisfied with these rates, because the advantages which the
manufacturers still enjoy result necessarily from the collection
if revenue for the support of Government. High protective
Jutie*, from their unjust operation upon the masses of the
people, cannot fail to give rise to extensive dissatisfaction and
somplaint, and to constant efforts to change or reiieal them,
rendering all investments in manufactures uncertain and pre-
:anous. Lower and more permanent rates of duty, at the
< lme time that they willyield to the manufacturer fair and remu-
nerating profits, will secure him against the danger of frequent
changes in the system, which cannot fail to ruinously aff ct
Ins interests.

'

Simultaneously with the relaxation of the restrictive policy
by tne 1 nited States, Great Britun, from whose example we
ienved the system, has relaxed hers. She has modified bcr
corn laws, and reduce.] many other duties to moderate revenue
rates. After ages of experience, the statesmen of that country
h.m been constrained by astern necessity, and by a public
opinion, having its deep 1'oundntion in the sufferingsand wa.its
or impoverished millions, to abandons system the effect of
which was to build up immense fortunes in the hands of the
f- w, and to reduce the lalwring millions to pauperism and
misery. Nearly in the same ratio that labor was depressed
capital was increased and concentrated by the British protec¬
tive policy.

1

I he evils of the system in Great Britain were at length
rendered intolerable, and it has b. en abandoned, but not with¬
out a severe struggle on the part of the protected and f.vored
classes to retain the ur.just advantages which they havo so

long enjoyed. It wai to be expected that a similar struggle
would lie made by the same classes in the Unit°d States,
whenever an attempt was made to modify or abolish the same
unjust system here Tho protective policy had been in opera¬
tion in the United States for a much shorter peri.J, and its
pernicious effects were not, therefore, so clearly perc-ived and
felt. Enough, however, was known of these effects to induce
its repeal. 1

It would be strange if, in the face of tho example of Great
Hritsin, our principal foreign customer, and of the evils of a

system rendered manliest in that country by long and painful
experience, and in the face of the immense advantages which
under a more liberal commercial policy, we are already de¬
riving, and must continue lo derive, by supplying her starving
popuUtion w.thfood. the United Stat*, should restore a pX?
WThJfc k

e0'">*>,U"1 10 »nd thus diminish
-TelSJ I °1P"rrh;'* h'm u" thr f^' <*hcr articles she

much needs, an«l xwe no much denim to *ell.
By the simultaneous abandonment of the protective policy

markets Inlv 1 S ^ Unitod new and imp!, tam

X rT.' ,0r °',r "ffr'^hural ami
other pro, nets; commerce and navigation have receivrd a new
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, ,
dMI',y interested in maintaining the

just and liberal policy of the existing law than any other claw
of our citizens. They constitute a large majority of our
population ; and it is well known that when they prosper all
other pursuits prosper also. They have heretofore noV only
recetved none of the bounties or favors of Government, but

by the unequal operations of the protective policy, have been
made, by the burden* of taxation which it imposed, to con¬
tribute to the bounties which have enriched others.
When a foreign as well as a home market is opened to

them, they must receive, as they are now receiving, in¬
creased prices for their products. They will find a readiei
sale, and at belter prices, for their wheat, flour, rice, Indian
corn, beef, pork, lard, butter, cheese, and other articles, which
they produce. The home-market alone is inadequate to
enuble them to dispose of the immense surplus of food and
other articles which they are capable of producing, even at
the most reduced prices, for the manifest reason that they
cannot be consumed in the country. The United States
can, from their immense surplus, supply not only the home
demand, but the deficiencies of food required by the whole
WOI
That the reduced production of some of the chief articles

of food in Great Britain, and other parts of Europe, may
have contributed to increase the demand for our breadstuff*
and provisions, is not doubted ; but that the great and effi¬
cient cause of this increased demand, and of increased prices,
consists in the removal of artificial restrictions heretofore im¬
posed, if deemed to be equally certain. That our exportsof food, already increased and increasing beyond former
example, under the more lilieral policy which has been adopt¬
ed, will be still vastly enlarged, unless they lie checked or
prevented by a restoration of the protective policy, cannot be
doubted. That our commercial and navigating interests will
be enlarged in a corresponding rutio with the increase of our
trade, is equally certain ; while our manufacturing interests
will still be the favored interests of the country, and receive
the incidental protection afforded them by revenue duties;
and more than this they cannot justly demand.

In my annual metuage of December last, a tariff of revenue
duties, based upon the principles of the existing law, was re¬
commended ; and I have seen no reason to change the opi¬
nions then expressed. In view of the probable beneficial ef¬
fects of that law, I recommend that the policy established by
it be maintained. It has but just commenced to operate ; and
to abandon or modify it, without giving it a fair trial, would
be inexpedient and unwise. Bhoold defects in any of iu de¬
tails be ascertained by actual experience to exist, these may
be hereafter corrected ; but until such defects shall become
manifest, the act should be fairly tested.

It is submitted for your consideration whether it may not be
proper, as a war measure, to impose revenue duties on some
of the articles now embraced in the free list. Should it be
deemed proper to impose such duties, with a view to raise re¬
venue to meet the expenses of the war with Mexico, or to
avoid to that extent the creution of a public debt, they may be
repealed when the emergency which gave rise to them shall
cease to exist, and constitute no part of the permanent policyof the country.
The act of the 6th of August last, " to provido for the better

organization of the Treasury, and for the collection, safekeeping,transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue," has been
carried into execution as rapidly as the delay necessarily aris¬
ing out of the appointment of new officers, taking and approv-1
ing their bonds, and preparing and securing proper places lor
the safekeeping of the public money would permit. It is not |
proposed to depart in any respect from the principles or policy
on which this great measure is founded. There are, how¬
ever, defects in the details of the measure developed by its
practical operation, which arc fully set forth in the report of
the Secretary of the Treasury, to which the attention of Con
gress is invited. These defects would impair to some extent
the successful operation of the law at all times, but are espe¬cially embarrassing when the country is engaged in a war,
when the expenditures are greatly inoreased, when loans are
to be effected, and the disbursements are to be made at points
many hundred miles distant, in some cases, from any deposi¬
tory, and a large portion of them in a foreign country. The
modifications suggested in the report of the Secietary of the
Treasury are recommended to your favorable consideration.

In connexion with this subject, I invite your attention to
the importance of establishing a branch of the mint of the
United Slates at New York. Two thirds of the revenue de¬
rived from customs being collected at that point, the demand
for specie fo pay the duties will bo large ; and a branch mint
where foreign coin and bullion could be immediately convert¬
ed into American coin, would greatly facilitate the transaction
of the public business, enlarge the circulation of gold and sil¬
ver, and be, at the same time, a safe depository of the public
money. L
The importance of graduating and leducing the price of

such of the public lands as have been long offered in tho mar¬
ket, at the minimum iates authorized b/existing laws, and re¬
main unsold, induces me again to recommend the subject to
your favorable consideration. Many millions of acres of these
lands have been offered in the market for more than thirty
years, and larger quantities for more than ten or twenty vears ;
and, being of an inferior quality, they must remain unsalea-
ble for an indefinite period, unless the price at which they maybe purchased shall be reduced. To place a price upon them
above their real value, is not only to prevent their sale, and
thereby deprive the Treasury of any income from that source,but is unjust to the States in which they lie, because it re-1
tard* their growth and increase of their population, and be-
cause they have no power to levy a tax ujwn them, as uponother lands within their limits, held by other proprietors than
the United States, for the support of their local governments.The beneficial effects of the graduation principle have been
realized by some of the States owning the lands within their
limits, in which it has been adopted. They have been de¬
monstrated also by the United Stales acting as the tiustee of
the Chickaaaw tribe of Indians in the sale of their lands lyingwithin the States of Missi:-aippi and Alabama. The Chicka¬
saw lands, which would not oommand in the market the mini¬
mum price established by the laws of the United States for the
sale of their lands, were, in pursuance of the treaty of 1834
with that tribe, subsequently offered for sale at graduated and
reduced rates for limited periods. The result was, that large
quantities of these lands were purchased which would other¬
wise have remained unsold. The lands were disposed of at
their real value, and many persons of limited means were en-
abled to purchase small tracts, upon which they have settled
with their families. That similar results would be produced
by the adoption of the graduation policy by the United States,
in all the States in which they are the owners of large bodies
of lands which have been long in the market, cannot l>e d"!ubt- j©d. It cannot be a sound policy to withhold large quantities |of the public lands from the use and occupation of our citi¬
zens, by fixing upon them prices which experience has shown
they will not command. On the contrary, it is a wise policy
to afford facilities to our citizens to bccome the owners, at low
^nd moderate rates, of freeholds of their own, instead of being
the tenants and dependants of others. If it be apprehendedthat these lands, if reduced in price, wonld be secured in large
quantities by speculators or capitalists, the sales may be re-
stricted, in limited quantities, to actual settlers or persons pur¬chasing for purpoaes of cultivation. I

In my last annual mesuage I submitted for the considera¬
tion of ('ongreas the present system of managing the mineral
lands of the United States, and recommended that they should
be brought into market and sold, upon such terms and under t
such restrictions as Congress might prescribe. By the act of |
the eleventh of July last, "the reserved lead mines and ci>n-
tiguous lands in the States of Illinois and Arkansas, and Ter¬
ritories of Wisconsin and Iowa," were authorized to be sold.
The act is confined, in ita operation, to "lead mines and con¬
tiguous lands."
A large portion of the public lands containing copper and

other ores is represented to be vpry valuable, and I recora
mend that provision be made authorizing the sale of these
lands, u|mn such terms and conditions as tlieir supposed value
may, in the judgment of Congress, be deemed advisable, hav-
ing due regard to the interests of such of our citizen* as maybe located upon them.

It will be important, during your present session, to esta¬
blish a Territorial Government and to extend the jurisdictionand laws of the United Stales over the Territory of Oregon.
Our laws regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian
tribes east of the Rocky M-untains should be extended to the
Pacific Ocean ; and for the purpose of executing them and
preserving friendly telations with the Indian tribes within our
limits, an additional number of Indian agencies will be re¬
quired, and should be authorized by law. lTie establishment
ofcustom-houses, and of poat offices and post roads, and pro-vision for the transportati n of the mail on such routes aa the
public convcnienco will suggest, require legislative authority.It will be proper, also, to establish a surveyor general'soffice in that 1 erritory, and to make the neeessary provisionfor surveying the public lands, ami bringing them into mar¬
ket. As our citizens who now reside in that distant regionhave been subjected to many hardship*, privations, and sacri¬
fices in their emigration, and by their improvements have en¬
hanced the value of the public lands in the neighborhood oftheir settlements, it is recommended that lilieral grants lie
made to them of such portions of these lands as they may oc¬
cupy. and that similar grants or rights of pre-emption be made
to all who may emigrate thither within a limited period, tobe prescribed by law.
The report of the Secretary of War contains detailed infor¬

mation relative to the several branches of the public service
connected with that department. The operation* of the armyhnve been of a satisfactory and highly gratifying character.I recommend lo your early and favorable consideration the
measures proposed by the Secretary of War for speedily filling
tip the rank and file of the regular army, for ita greater ef¬
ficiency in the field, and for raising an additional force to
aervc during the war with Mexico.

Kmlmrrassment is likely to arise for want of legal provisionauthorizing compensation to be made to fhe agent* employedin the several States and Territories to pay the revolutionaryand other |s<nnioners the amounts allowed them by law. Your
attention is invited to the recommendations of tho Secretary"'War on this subject. These agents incur heavy responsi¬bilities and perform important duties, and no resson exists
why thry should not Im> placed on the same footing, as to
compensation, with other disbursing officers. ,

Our relations with the various Indian tribes continue to be
of a pacific character. The unhappy dissensions which have
existed among the Cherokees for many years past have been
healed. Since my last annual message important treaties
have been negotiated with some of the tribes, b* which the

Indian title to Urge tracts of valuable land, within the limits
of the Stutes and Territories, has been extinguished, and
arrangement* made for lemoviog thum to the country west of
the Mississippi. Between three and four thousand, of differ¬
ent tribes, have been removed to the country provided for them

I by treaty simulations, and arrangements have been made for
others to follow.

In our intercouse with the several tribes particular attention
has been given to the important subject ol education. 'iTie
number of schools established among them has been increased
and addiUonal means provided, not only for teaching them the
rudiment* of education, but of instructing them in agriculture
and the mec hanic art*,

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of the Navy for a
satisfactory view of the operations of the Department under
his charge during the {*st year. It is gratifying to perceive
that while the war with Mexico has rendered it necessary to
employ an unusual number of our armed vessels on her coast*,
the protection due to our coinmcrce in other quarters of the
world has njt proved insufficient. No meaus will be spared
to give efficiency to the naval service in the prosecution of the
war ; and I am happy t> know that the officers and men
anxiously desire to devote themselves to the service of their
country in any enterprise,, however difficult of execution.

1 recommend to your favorable consideration the proposition
to add to each of our foreign squadron* an efficient ues steamer,
and, as especially demanding attention, the establishing at
rensacola of the necessary means of retiring and refitting the
ves.-k.Is of the navy employed in the Gulf of Mexico.

1 here are other suggestions in the report which deserve,
and, I doubt not, will receive your consideration.

The progress and condition of the mail service for the past
year are fully presented in the report of the Postmaster Gene¬
ral. 1 he revenue for the year ending on the thirtieth of June
last amounted to three millions four hundred and eighty-seven
thousand one hundred and nin#ty-nine dollars, which is eight
hundred and two thousand six hundred and forty-two dollars
and forty-five cents less than that of the preceding year. The
payments for that Department during the same time amount¬
ed to four million eighty-four thousand two hundred and nine¬
ty-seven dollars and twenty-two cent*. Of this sum, five
hundred and ninoty-seven thousand and ninety-seven dollars
and eighty cents have been drawn from the Treasury. The
disbursements for the year were two hundred and thirty-six
thousand four hundred and thirty-four dollars and seventy-
seven cents less than those of the preceding year. While the
disbursements have been thus diminished, the mail facilities
have been enlarged by new mail routes of five thousand seven
hundred and thirty-nine miles; an increase of transportation
of one million seven hundred and sixty-four thousand one
hundred and forty-fivo miles, and the establishment of four
hundred and eighteen new post offices. Contractor*, post¬
masters, and others, engaged ia this branch of the service
have performed their duties with energy and faithfulness de¬

serving commendation. For many interesting details connect-
ed with the operations of this establishment, you are referred
to the report of the Postmaster General; and his suggestions
for improving its revenues are recommended to your favorable
consideration. I repeat the opinion expressed in my last an¬
nual message, that the business of this Department should be
so regulated that the revenues derived from it should be mode
to equal the expenditures; and it is believed that this may be
done by proper modifications of the present laws, as suggested
m the report of the Postmaster General, without changing the
present rates of postage.

With full reliance upon the wisdom and patriotism of your
deliberations, it will be my duty, as it will Iks my anxious de¬
sire, toco-operate with you in every constitutional effort to
promote the welfare and maintain the honor of our common
cou"try- JAMES K. POLK.

Washinoto.x, Dkckmbeh 8, 1846.

FROM SANTA FE.

The St. Louis Republican of the 5th instant fur¬
nishes the following extract of a letter from Col.
Doniphan, commanding the first regiment of Mis¬
souri volunteers, dated £

Sajcta Fx, Octobir 21, 1846.
We have established a Civil Government here, and all

things wear the appearance of profound peace and entire satis
faction on the part of the people ; but, to a close observer, it
is evident that it is all hypocrisy ; indeed it could be nothing
else. A people conquered but yesterday could have no

friendly feeling for their conquerors, who have taken posses¬
sion of their country, changed its laws, and appointed new

officers, principally foreigners. Yet, such is their cunning
and hypocrisy that they partially imposed on Gen. Kiiirrn
up to the very day of his departure ; but there are so many
troops here now that their good or bad feeling is a matter of
perfect indifference.
On yesterday we obtained what we deemed pretty correct

information from EI Passo del Norte, that Magoffin, Dr. Con¬
nelly, Colonels Owen and Glasgow were retained ihere as

prisoners by the troops, but were treated very respectfully,
yet not permiited to go to Chihuahua or return. They bad
gone in advance of their wagons, and will lose nothing, and
will only be detained until orders can be obtained for their
release.
Our regiment is under marching orders for Chihuahua, and

would have been off before to-day, if Gen. Kearney had not
sent back orders, after he had got ten day. from here, requir-
>ng us to go into the Eutaw and Navijo countries, and bring
both these wars to a close before we left here. We have
made a permanent treaty with the Eutaw..Major Gilpin
having penetrated far into their country. Our whole regiment
will march into the Navijo country immediately , this lies be¬
tween the Del Norte and the waters running into the Pacific.
Major Gilpin goes up the Chanss; Lieut. Col. Jackson up
the Puerco of the West, (there being two of them <) and

n' Don,Ph«n (our command) up the Junes. As soon as
we return we will start with the traders to Chihuahua. Col.
Price and all his regiment and separate battalion will remain
here this winter.

To-day, John P. Campbell, of Springfield, arrived here,
and bring, our first positive information that our provision
trains are all breaking down and giving out, and that few of
them could reach here this winter. If this is the case, star¬
vation will be the inevitable consequence. No provisions can
be had here. We have not ten days' provisions at present.

LATE FROM TAMPICO.LOSS OF THE U S
TRANSPORT STEAMER NEPTUNE.

The New Orleans Bulletin has accounts from
I ampico to the 28th ultimo, received by the sloon-
of-war St. Mary's. '

The flteamer Nrptwu arrived at Tampico on Sunday, 22d
November, with 450 regular troops, under the command of
Colonel Gats*, and the steamer &», with 200 more troops,
on the 23d, when the town was formally handed over to the
army. Fort Andonega was immediately garrisoned, under
the name of t oar Co..k., ,nd armed with two,ong 18 und.
ers. A Iwttery of two 42-pounder carronade., called Fort
Ann, in honor of Mrs. Chask, lady of the late American
Oonaol St I ampico, commands the Altamira road. Besides
these, some field pieces arc mounted on the house-tops. The
Neptune sailed from Tsmpico on the 24th ultimo, and, en¬
countering a heavy norther, was driven back and wrecked on
the bsr ; all bands saved ; the vessel a total loss.
The town of Tampico is already in a good state of defence,

and reinforcements are arriving daily. Saltillo had been aban-
(Lined, and there is no doubt that it is now in po.ses.ion of!
the advance guard of the army under Gen. Wo.tm.

The state of Mexico is represented to be even worse than
ever. !"U*ta Anna lately made an address to his troops,
apparently to extract from them an invitation to instal himself |
at the head of the Government. H. was disappointed, how¬
ever, at finding that bis oration was received in profound
silence, end he immediately afterward, started with all his
cavalry on a secret expedition, some think to cut off one or
the divi.ions of our army.which he will not be likely to find.
The most probable conjecture is, that he is gone to Mexico to
control the action of the new Congress.
We also learn that the steamer Spit/ire, Capt. Tatwall,

had gone up the Panuco river, and taken powession of two
towns, in one of which, about sixty mile, from Tampico, he
took ten large csnnon and a portion of the ammunition re¬
moved by the Mexican troops on evacuating Tampico

fn consequence of the two regiments which had msrehed
from Tampico having revolted on the march, they were dis¬
banded on srriving at S.n Luis Putosi. The army at Ssn
La., numbersabout sixteen ihotwand, and are reported to be
mi y .upp r with provisions, and the country continues to
be detracted by factions.

It is a singular and affecting circum.tsnce, confirmed by
the latest vi.rter to the shore of Fisher's I.lsnd, (the scene of
the late disastrous wreck of the steamer Atlantic,) that the
Uell of the Steamer still tolls over the scene of desolstion.

at part of the wreck to which it is attached happened to
lodge in such a position that the bell was supported out of the
water, and at the motion of every wave strikes twice, and so

night and day tolls on its doleful note*.

WASHINGTON.
« Liberty and Ualou, now and tbrever, cue and

Insurable."

SATtJHPAYt DECEMBER 12, 184Q~
THE PRESIDEDT'8 MESSAGE.

The extreme length of the President's oeugio
compels us to defer to our next the debate upon it
which sprung up in the House of Representatives on

the day after its delivery, together with many inter¬
esting articles prepared for this paper. Of tins do¬
cument we now proceed to give the review which
our readers have a right to expect of us. This
fcwk has, on this occasion, been made an imperative
duty by the attempt of the President, in the outset
of that Message, to stigmatize as treasonable the free
discussion of measures of his which have filled the
minds of thinking and reasoning men with doubt
at least, i! not with just apprehension, of their final
consequences, of which the claim of Kingly prero¬
gative for himself now put forth by the President
is an augury so unfavorable as of itself to invite a

more jealous scrutiny of the rest of the contents of
the Message.
The subject which ie naturally moat prominent,

and ,a made more ao by the ,ery large apace which
it occupies in the Message, is

THE MEXICAN WAR.
Nearly three-fourths of the Message is devoted to

a justification of this war, and of the part which the
resident has acted in relation to iu Of this elabo¬

rate defence, applying the old adage, Qui excuse
s accuse, we might perhaps content ourselves with
saying that such a defence is of itself a confession of
error. But, when this vindication is put upon the
ground of correcting intentional misrepresentations
of the conduct of the Executive, charged to have
een made with intent to give " aid and comfort"

to the enemy, we are obliged to enter into a more

particular examination of the points of this defence,
and to show wherein they are erroneous, illusory,
or deceptive.

'

No one can have perused this long defence of the
conduct of the Executive, partaking more of the
character of a one-sided argument by a professional
advocate, than the calm, fair, and frank exposition
ol an important subject by the Chief Magistrate of
a great People to their Representatives, without re¬

marking that there is in it a systematic attempt to

bring up new issues, in order to withdraw the pub¬
lic mind from the first and main one.
On the 11th of May last, the President, by his

Message to Congress, proclaimed that War existed
between Mexico and the United States. Congress
is the only power which can rightfully and consti¬
tutionally put the United States at war: that body
had made no move towards establishing that rela¬
tion between the United States and Mexico; and
yet, before this Message was penned, the thun¬
ders of the cannon of Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palma had announced it to the world. As Con¬
gress certainly did not begin this war, the question
is Was it by Mexico or by the President of the
United States that it was brought on ? This is the
important question which the President would elude
in his elaborate enumeration of wrongs inflicted by
Mexico upon the United States, which he concludes
were sufficient to have authorized the United States
to declare war against Mexico. Grant his conclu¬
sion, and whose business and right was it to make
tins war ? It belonged to Congress only, not to the
resident, or any other authority on earth. Grant

that there existed sufficient cause to require the
United States to make war upon Mexico, the Presi¬
dent himself has, in referring to the example and
message of President Van Buren, informed us what
was his own duty in such a conjuncture. He says :

«

" rr;ICnl V,nn BUreD' 'n h" ,,,nuaJ n*.** to Congrea.
of SUi December, 1837, .ute, that, 'although the larger
number of our demand, for redrew, 'and many of them

, .g*ra;a*d of personal wronga, have been now for
year, before the Mencan Government, and aome of the cauaea
of national complaint, and thoae of the mo«t offenaive cha¬
racter, admitted of immediate, simple, and aatia&ctory n-

' phea, it i. only within a few day. part lhat any apecific
« communication iu answer to our la«t demand, made five
month, ago, ha. been received from the Mexican Minister .'

and that ' for not one of our public complaint, ha. aatiafac-
' tion been given or offered ; that but one of the ca*» of per-
' .onal wrong ha. been favorably centered , and that but
' four cane, of both deecriptioru, out of all thoM formerly pre-
' rented and earneaUy preaaed, have a. yet been decided
' upon by the Mexican Government.' "

President Van Bcrkn, believing that it would be
in vain to make any further attempt to obtain re¬

dress by the ordinary means within the power of
the Executive, communicated this opinion to Con¬
gress in the Message referred to, in which he said:
'On a careful and deliberate examination of the

' contents [of the correspondence with the Mexican
Government,] and considering the spirit manifest-

' ed by the Mexican Government.it has become my
' painful duty to return the subject as it now stands
' 10 Congress, to whom it belongs to decide upon
' the time, the mode, and the measure of redress."
Such was the course of President Van Buren, as

now shown by President Polk himself. How
pointedly does it not rebuke his own course under
circumstances not materially different! Mr. Van
Bcrkn did not deem himself authorized by these
considerations, in the existing state of things in Mex¬
ico, to ** recommend " to Congress to declare war

against her; nor did Mr. Polk think, at the begin¬
ning of the last session, that the injuries which he
now enumerates authorized that extreme measure,
or ho would have sent in such a .. recommenda¬
tion " himself.

Being convinced that war was a .. necessary and
expedient measure," it was his constitutional duty
to » recommend it to Congress ;" and, failing to do
so, he would have been culpably derelict. If, in
the course ol the session, any thing occurred to

bring him to a different conclusion, Mr. Van Btt-
rkn had instructed him that it waa his duty to lay
th« whole subject before Congress, 44 to whom it
belonged to dccide upon the time, the mode, and the
measure of redress" to be had from Mexico. Nay.
Mr. Poi.k himself was, at the opening of the last
session of Congress, fully sensible of what his duty
was, when he informed the two Houses, in his
annual Message, that he forbore at that time "to
recommend [to Congre,nuch ulterior measures
o re reas, Ac. in consequence of the pendency of
the mission of Mr. Slidkll.

Let it be admitted that the United States have
suffered much wrong from Mexico.enough, with¬
out swelling it by the elaborate exaggeration in which
the President indulges himself in his Message.
But who have been the immediate cause and in¬
struments of these wrongs ] Usurpers, men who


