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NATIONA LINTELLIGENCER.
MOVEMENT8 IN VIRGINIA.

W? have no time to answer misrepresentations,
by any body, of our views touching the " Evil of
the Day," and, least of all, those of the "Union"
newspaper, which has assailed us, repeatedly, in
reference to it, on grounds opposite and various-
all conflicting one with another, and as numerous

as the instances in which its Editor has undertaken
to notice it. As we have said before, we make some

allowances for that Editor, whose unhappy position
entitles him to public sympathy, prevented as he is

by his party relations and associations from taking
ground on one side or the other of the vexed ques¬
tion. In his yesterday's paper he is out for the
Nashville Convention. Not more than a week ago
he was all for the Union, and, of course, against
that scheme of disorganization. It really appears
to us that the venerable Editor had better eschew
evil counsel on the subject, and place the44 Union"
newspaper.where we do not doubt that the convic¬
tions of his own mind would lead him.on the side
of the United States, and of course against the
Agitators, whose object is to band the Southern
States against the General Government.

But, says the Union, 44 we repeat, in the very
" teeth of that paper, that for every paragraph it
44 extracts from a Southern press, or resolution
44 from a popular meeting, we could furnish ten
44 others'of an opposite description." To this it
would be a sufficient reply on our part that we

have not copied a tenth part, no, nor a twen¬

tieth part, of the demonstrations which we have
seen in the Southern papers in support of the
Union under all circumstances ; nor do we believe
that the Press in the South is up to the patriotic
sentiment of the People. This would be a suffi¬
cient answer for us to give. But we have another :

we challenge the 44 Union" to publish a list of the

papers in the fifteen Southern States which approve
of the Nashville Convention, and we will cap it with
a list of five times as many papers in the South
which condemn or discourage it.

It has been for many former years (if our memo¬

ry be not at fault) a noted cry of the Richmond
Enquirer, on the eve of an election in Virginia,
"Jls goe* Albemarle, so goes the State." Well!
the issue has been made up and tried in Albemarle,
and Albemarle county has gone.against the
Nashville Convention. The Editor has in his
possession evidence of the fact, in an official shape.
Why did he not publish it yesterday, instead of pa¬
rading, as X it were of any consequence, that, after
being defeated in a fair field, and by a large majo¬
rity, in s meeting to which every Conventionist in
the county had been drummed up, the minority of
the meeting got together and appointed Delegates to
a District Convention to appoint Delegates to Nash¬
ville ! What business will those Ruckerite Dele¬
gates have at any Convention purporting to be a

representation of the People of that District, when,
at a meeting of the whole body of the county, the
proposition to send Delegates to the Nashville Con¬
vention was voted down by a majority of not quite
two to one, most of the largest slaveholders in
the county, as we understand, being among the
majority ?
We forbear any further remarks for the present

on these facts; contenting ourselves with asking the
readers of this papeF.its Southern readers espe
cially.to note well the circumstances of this Albe¬
marle,county meeting, as officially reported in the
.subjoined formal account of it, the names of several
of the distinguished .gentlemen in which are well
known to at least a majority of our readers, who
'will be able, from that knowledge, to place a pro¬
per estimate upon the reepect due to this whole
(proceeding.

PUBLIC MEETING IN ALBEMARLE.

'from "ffhk jkpfbr80*IAW .refvitlicait."
(Pursuant to the adjournment at March Court the meeting

*jf the citizens of Aibemarle county was again assembled to¬

gether on Monday, the lat instant, thai being April Court
day. "JThe president, Robkiit H.'Cartkb, took the chair,
and called the meeting to order about half-past 10 o'clock.
WlUUtM J. Rukhtmii, Euq. then offered to the cunai-

ideration of the meeting the following pc?amble and resolutions,
.declining himself to address the meeting in support of them,
liut expressing tho, hope that they wosld meet with the con¬

currence ofevery one pxssent, and be .unanimously adopted,
?i»:

Whereas any action of«Congre>s on the subject of slavery
in tbe Territories or inthe&istrict of Coloartun would amount
to an .utter deduction of that "justice and general welfare"
whidi it was the avowed ob;ect of the comptct "to establish
and promote," .and whereas A ho action of the.Northern 8tatea
has virtually nullified the .provision of the eoaetitution con¬

cerning fetugeo slaves; and vhereas, moreover, the Legisla¬
ture of Virginia, after a calm and deliberate consideration of
the whole subjeut, fans recommended to the peqple whom it
represent* is-send.delegates from .each county to a.Convention
in each Congressional district, whose duty it shal! be to ap¬
point representativesito a Scmthew Convention, to assemble
in June next, ai, Nashville, Tennessee, we the People of Al¬
bemarle, in fall mertjqg assembled, do hereby result*.

1- Jiesolvtd, TbM we consider ttwt the grievances under
which the SoutWrn States ot our Caofederacy have sufTcred,
and are still suffering, deasand immediate redress.

3> Rewolved, That theCom ention nf the Representatives of
the Southern States at Nashville will, m we ean conceive, tear!
to lull the dissensions of the two sections of our Union, and to
edjntt the whole difficulty btrfween then.

?. Retohed, That we will maintain the Union of the States
so longas the Union is not perverted into aa instrument of our
oppression.
4 fifnotvedy That the dissolution of the Union ia not the

object of the Nashville Convention, and that our representa¬
tives be instructed that it .. their duty only to cttuuU, not to
act, on the £»e*t mode of redressing evils, restoring harmony,
and preserving the Union.

5. Re»r,h»eJt That, while we do no* consid-r the State of
Virginia hound hy any aeiion of the said Convention, yet we
eonMder it cx|>e4*e.-rt ihat she should be fully represented, and
thus n lite with her S.'*ter States of the South in repelling ag-
rresainn

?. Retoivcd, Thai, entertaining these sentimenta, we heart i-
ly aeeede to the ree.iiuwta'dation of the General Assembly of

.Virginia, %tyd tfcgt wt neonwroeud that a Convention beheld in

Charlottesville oa the.. dsy of May next, to be composed
of Delegates from the counties of this Congressional district,
to eleet four Delegates to the Convention to be held in Nash¬
ville on the first Monday in June nexL

7. Jtesotved, That be anl they are hereby appoint¬
ed Delegates to said District Convention. ¦"

Col- T. J. Rasuoi.ru objected to their adoption, and offer¬
ed as a substitute a preamble and resolutions which be said

bad been drawn up by some friend and handed to him, in the

following words, viz:
Whereas a meeting of a portion of the people of this

couniy was convened on the 4th day of February last, for
the purpose of expressing its sentiments in reference lo the
question of slavery, apd the agitation thereof, both in our

National and State Legislatures; and whereas, after a brief
discussion of the subject on which it had convened to delibe¬
rate, said meeting adopted, by a decided vote, a preamble and
resolutions on the all-absorbing question of the day, denounc¬
ing on the one hand the wild and wicked fanaticism of the
North, and expressing on the other aeiious apprehensions of
the dangerous and alarming consequences to which the vio¬
lence and ultraism of some of out Southern brethren may
possibly lead.detesting, as said meeting did, the mischievous
and unconstitutional designs of the miserable fanatics of the
non-slaveholding States, but holding at the same time no

sympathy in common with those of the South who would
hee tlessly precipitate measures upon us which may result in
a dissolution of the Union.expressing also the decided op¬
position of said meeting to the holding of a Southern Con¬
vention, in the city of Nashville, in June next, as being, in
its opinion, unnecessary and premature,- and believing, more¬

over, that said preamble and resolutions reflect the deliberate
a^nse of the people of Albemarle : Therefore

1. Resolved, That this meeting doth rutify, confirm, and
re-adopt said preamble and resolutions.

2. Resolved, That said meeting having expressed its disap-
probation of the assembling of a Southern Convention in the
city of Nashville, in the month of June next, we hereby con¬

cur in said disapprobation.believing said convention to be
premature and uncalled for at this lime; that there exists
now no such exigency in the affairs of the nation as to render
the meeting of such a body necessary and proper; and more¬

over that its deliberations, should it convene under existing
circumstances, instead of restoring those kindly feelings of
brotherhood which should ever exist between citizens of the
North and South, will tend only to increase exasperation,
widen the breach, and may finally result in what we con¬

ceive to be the most direful calamity that can befall us as a

nation.the dissolution ofthis glorious Union.
3. Resolved, That we hold this .Union to be of priceless

value, far beyond all computation; and we would hesitate
long before we would heedlessly embark in rash experiments
which may result in its destruction, determined as we are to

yield our assent to its dissolution only when to continue
longer in it would involve a sacrifice of our honor.

4. Resolved, That while we disapprove the meeting of the
Southern Convention as unwise and unnecessary at this time,
yet we stand "prepared to resist any and every encroacbincnt
upon our right*, either of person or property, come from what
quarter it may," and will readily unite with our brethren
of the Southern States in maintaining those rights, either in
convention or otherwise, whenever an occasion shall arise
calling for action on our part.

5. Resolved, That we deem it needless to express again
our opinion of the unlawful designs of that miserable faction
of fanatics and agitators of the North who are intermedling
with the subject of slavery, as there can be but one sentiment
throughout the entire Southern country in regard to them.
Alexander Rites, Esq. then suggested the following

arrangement for the speakers. That each side should have
two and a half hours, to be divided between their speakers as

they might choose, and that the discussion close and the vote

be taken at 4 o'clock, which was acceded to by both parties.
The Hon. Andrew Stevesson then took the floor at 11

o'clock, and addressed the meeting at length in support of '.he
first series of resolutions.
He was followed in reply by Col. Randolph, who advo¬

cated the adoption of his substitute. Messrs. Leaks and
Soctrall concluded the debate; the former advocating the
first set of resolutions, the latter in support of the substitute.
The vote was then taken according to the agreement, and

resulted in the adoption of the substitute by a vote of 2S2
to 180.

Mr. Rives then submitted a motion to have the proceedings
published in the papers in Charlottesville, Richmond, and
Washington, which was carried. He then moved that the
meeting adjourn sine die, which was also carried, and the
adjournment announced by the chair.

RO. H. CARTER, President.
N. H. Massie, Secretary.

A LETTER FROM MR. STANLY.

Our insertion of the Letter of Mr. Clingman
upon the Speech of Mr. Stanly makes it proper
also that we should transfer to our columns the fol¬
lowing Letter of Mr. Stanly, to which our atten¬
tion has been called in " the Republic " of the 26th
ultimo:

Washington, March 25, 1650.
To the Editors ofthe Republic;
Gentlemen : Mr. Cunoxas'r letter in the Republic of

this morning calls for a very short reply from me.

Mr. Ci.iNaSt.iN says he has seen a speech of mine "pur¬
porting" to have been delivered in the House of Rrpresen
tatives, March 6, 1850; and then he says I made some
" twenty or thirty extracts" from speeches of his delivered
"within the last half a dozen years."
As to the propriety of Mr. C.'s saying a speech "purport¬

ing" to have been delivered, I would refer him to his speeches
in the Congressional Globe in 1-644 and 1848, when the hour
rule was in force; and, leaving; out the long quotations which
I printed, but could not read, I have no doubt it will be found
Mr. Clinoxan's "purported" essays are longer then my
speech.
As to the quotations from the speeches of the " last half a

dozen years," if my colleague intends to plead the statute of
limitations, I can reply, I should be glad to hear an answer
to the extract from his speech of December 22, 1847. I
hope the statute does not bar allexamination of that.

Mr. Clingman says: "kiifact, many of his quotations
' refer to points to which be made no allusion whatever in
' in the course of his speech." To this assertion I mustgive
a plain, distinct, and unqualified denial ; and if Mr. Guns-
man will either refer, as he can, to the reporter, or to the
memory of any gentleman of any .party who heard my-re¬
marks, I have not the slightest <loubt he will be unable to find
another member who will agree with him in this statement
I say distinctly, I referred to no point to which I did not make
allusion in the course of my speech. If Mr. C. will state tfee
point or points to which he refers, il think I can satisfy him
of his error.
He says be could not, with ^parliamentary propriety,"

reply in tbe House to this speech. Why f Is it more un¬

parliamentary to reply to a speech puipoited to hare been
delivered in the&Iou«e than !o reply to speeches delivered itl
the Senate, to refcr to newspaper statements, as Mr. C. has
done' " Parliamentary propriety!" "la Saul also among? the prophets

Mr. C. also says "It would, in my judgment, have been
* more appropriate for him to have assumed-ostensibly, aa he
' appears to have done really, the character of afmmphleteer."
In this line of businacs I must be allowed to say I am not pre-
sumptuous enough to enter into competition with my col .

league. Whether my colleague write* .on mineralogy, bota¬
ny, chemistry, or upon the mysteries ef finance, as a pam¬
phleteer he is far beyond my reach. I cannot compete with
him "in spuming tbe character of a pamphleteer.'* for his
eways are far beyond the grasp of understanding far greater
than myewn.

Mr. C. has "eo'ire coofdence" in his "ability to make a

successful defence/' No one doubta his " confidence.** Let
tbe public judge of the defence when it is itaarie. J< is far
easier to say, " baviog disposed of the speech of my colleague,"
than to answer it.

I have been very grossly abused by correspondents of news¬
papers on account of the speech to which Mr. Climb*ajt
has referred. I stand by every word I have uttered ; and am
very willing to abide the opinion <Y my constituents, of both
parties, after they have read for themselves

Very respectfully,
E0W. STANLY.

^
Heat* Failure..Tbe failure of Messrs. Richmond and

Carr, calico printera, Providence, R. I. ia announced. They
commenced business three years ago, with a capital of be¬
tween one anJ two hundred thousand dollars, andafWr strug¬
gling bravely for sometime against ruinously low prices, have
>ren obliged at laat to go by the board. They will mak.1 a
itaUment of their iffiirs to their creditors in a few daya.

[TVetc York Mirror.

ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA.

Is Sexatb, Fbidat, April 5.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the spe-

¦ial orJer, being Mr. Foot*'* motion tcf refer Mr. Bill's
resolutions to a committee of thirteen members.the pending
luextion being upon an amendment proposed by Mr. Bald¬
win, to except from the reference to much as relate* to the
idmixxion of Califorriia into the Union an a State.

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, it «u not my intention,
when this debate commenced, to take any part in it. I had
not tbe vanity to suppose that any thing I could say would
sontribute, in the slighest degree, to the work of conciliation ;
ind I felt extremely auxious, if J could do no good, to abctain,
it all event*, from doing any injury. But, air, the discuseioo
baa become no geneial, and so many have participated in it,
that I fear, if I remain any longer silent, my silence may be
misconstrued, and my course misunderstood ; and that it is
i'us to myself, and my constituents, to make a few explanatory
observations; and I promise that these observations will be the
honest convictions of my mind.
The Senate, sir, has hardly yet recovered from the effects of

its recent great loss. Death has bereaved this body of one ol' its
most illustrious members. Tbis bereavement will be long feft in
ibis Senate, and in every city, town, and hamlet throughout this
broad land, from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. Sir, one of
ihe great lights of this continent hasjust been extinguished. One
of tbe most brilliant stars of our political galaxy has disap¬
peared- The s'ar that shed its lustre, not only on the proud
and noble State pf South Ca-olina, but on this whole country,
has been removed from our sight, translated I trust to a higher
and purer region, to shine in a brighter firmament. Sir, it is
with feelings subdued and deepened by this sad event that I
enter this morning upon tbe simple and humble duty of de¬
fining my portion, and explaining the motives that will govern
my future action in this body, upon the delicate questions
now under consideration.
Tbe State of Illinois, which I have the honor in part to

represent, has thought proper to give me instructions for my
guidance and government on the subject of slavery in the
Territories. I recognise the full light of roy State to give me
such instructions, and I consider it to be my duty, as one of
the Senators from that State, to obey them. I regard tbe will
of my State, when fairly expressed, as a political trust, which
it is my duty to discharge in good faith, if I can do so wi'h-
out any violation of the constitution of my country. The
resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois instruct me to vote for
the application of the Wilmot proviso to all the territories ac¬

quired by the late war with Mexico. These resolutions I
consider constitutional, and, as such, it is my duty to obey
them. In my bumble opinion the Congress of the United
Stales has full power and authority to govern all the Territo¬
ries, including the Distiict of Columbia, in all respects what¬
soever, including tbe introduction and the exclusion of sla¬
very, subject to no limitation or restriction, except that con¬
tained in the Constitution of the United Slates. In other
words, I believe that Congress can exercise all governmental
control over the Territories which is not in conflict with the
provisions of the constitution. I cannot understand the argu¬
ment I have heard urged in this chamber, that Congress can

declare war, conquer a country, subjugate a people, and an¬

nex both country and people to the United States, and yet
that it has no power to govern them after they have been an¬

nexed. Upon this principle Cong> ess can destroy a govern¬
ment, but cannot replace it; can annex a people, but cannot
govern them ; can regulate a teriitory, but cannot regulate
the people ; can govern tbe land and the habitations, but can¬
not govern the inhabitants of the Territories. Sir, there is
something so incomprehensible in this argument, something
so unreasonable in this proposition, that I cannot believe it,
or accept it, on the authority of any man, however distin¬
guished as a statesman. But I do not wish to pursue this
argument any fuither. I have merely alluded to this matter
for the purpose of declaring that I regard the instructions as

constitutional, and that it is my duty, as well as my deter¬
mination, to obey them.

Sir, in saying thia I do not wish to be understood as laying
,down any rule for the government of others in similar cases.
I merely wish to prescribe a rule in this particular case for
my own government.and that is, to obey constitutional in¬
structions, or resign. Thi-, I take it, is a good, honest, old-
fashioned, democratic rule, upon which I can stand and act
with honor and safety.

It will be readily perceived that this restriction upon my
action will prevent me from giving my support to tbe resolu¬
tions now under consideration, 01 to any compromise on the
question of slavery in the Territories. I am a little afraid of
this committee of thirteen, any how. I hardly think it can
do any good, and I am afraid it may do much injury. In
my opinion, the mind of every member of this Senate has
been long made up on all these questions. A great Senato¬
rial committee like tbis will excite great public expectation,
and if tbis expectation be disappointed, ihe effect may be ex¬

tremely prejudiciii.
Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I wish to make one single

suggestion to my honorable friend, that be has misunderstood
tbe motion which I have had the honor to present. A "com¬
promise" is not mentioned ; " adjustment" is the word. And,
if he is in favor of adjusting the questions, be must go for
the motion.

Mr. SHIELDS. Well, sir, I am not so critical perhaps
in my knowledge cf words as my honorable friend from Mis¬
sissippi, and I will change the word compromise for the word
adjustment, However, in acting under the instructions of
my State, I am determined to act in good faith; and, there-
fort, I cannot support the proposition of my honorable friend
from Mississippi for what he calls the "adjustment" of these
questions, or any of the propositions of compromise now be¬
fore the Senate. But, sir, while this is the case, I am far
from thinking that it is my duty, as a Senator from Illinois,
knowing as I do the spirit, and patriotism of the people of
that State, to stand here in my place and wage a war of fierce
denunciation against this and every other proposition which
may have been matured and brought forward by the highest
minds of this body for the settlement and adjustment of our
unfortunate difficulties; it would be especially unworthy of
me, who have been the recipient of the generous, though
perhaps unmerited sympathy of this whole country, to con¬
tribute my puny efforts in this body to widen the breach be¬
tween the North and the South, and to excite the passions
and prejudices of one section of this great country against
another. I think I ought to be one of the last of living men
to be guilty of 6uch conduct.

Sir, I have seen Northern men and Southern men stand
together shoulder to shoulder in many a struggle. I have
seen Northern and Southern bl>od mingle on many a field. I
have seen Northern and Southern men follow the glorious
standard of a common country to common victory and to many
a victory. And, with all these recollections still around me,
I would consider myself criminal to take advantage of my
present position to excite bate and animosity between brethren
of the same country, having the ssme glorious history and the
same common destiny, the same pride in the past and the
same hope for the future; especially as I sincerely believe that
the very men now engaged in this unfortunate controversy
would to morrow, if necessary, unite in a common struggle
for their common country against a hostile world. Sir, i have
no sympathy, no communion of feeling with those men who
employ their energies in txciting and maddening one portion
of tht ir countrymen agninst another. I have seen and felt
the ruin and wretchedness that have followed tho success of
¦such unhallowed ifTorU in other lands, and I am persuaded
that a »imU« result would attend the success of such efforts
here. Yes, sir, the full and complete success of these unholy
efi »rt< here would be the ruin of this RepublicanGovernment,
the desiructien of the .great temple of American liberty.

Mr. President, I rugret to say that the proceeding! of Con¬
gress during the present session have been characterised by
extreordinary passion and excitement. Crimination?, in¬
vectives, and personalities .have too often disfigured our de¬
bate?, and have evea threatened on some occasions to bring us
into angry personal collision. These are omin <us indications
in the. American Congress, and particularly in an American
Sena'e, wiiith has been uniformly distinguished heretofore
for the dignity, propriety, and decorum of its prooerdings.
But, sir, not only here, but throughout the whole coun ry,
the indications seemed ocnino-js of some impend>ng *vil.
The North mi in a state of perfect apathy, while the South
was in a state of furious excitement. The North was glori¬
fying the virtues of the Wilcnot proviso, while the Somh was

organizing the Southern States, and preparing to assemble a

great Southern Convention at NaahvtUe, t.at could have no

purpose, I mean to say no practical purpose, but the dissolu¬
tion of this Union. I say practical purpose, because I bold
that, unless the South is prepsrad to utge matters to the last
extremity, that Convention ought never to be held. In my
opinion it would prove deeply injurious to the character of
the South. Mr. Pcesideat, I looked upoa this unnatural
state of thing*, this singular national discordance.one por¬
tion of the same country in apathy, and another palpitating
with excitement; one portion unmoved and indifferent, and
the other preparing for revolution, as the presage of some

great national evil. I know, air, there may be other* lets
timid than I am, who may have looked upon all this, with
something like indifference. Bat I am not one of thee* in¬
different men < i can be indifferent in nothing, and least pf
all upon questions that involve not only the existence of this .

Government, but the existenoe of liberal government through-
out the world. To nM this is not merely an American que*-'

tion ; it is a mundane question. I lo.'k upon it in connexion
with the question of civil liberty and human progress in other
countries, because I am convinced that if the great experiment,
of republican government fails on this continent, it need never
be attempted again in this world.

Aud, sir, I began to fear that the experiment was about to
fail; that the glorious institutions which you have received
aj a legacy from a wise and noble ancestry, and which you
bold in trust, not for yourselves only, not for this generation
alone, but for' future feneration?, for posterity, and for hu¬
manity, were, by some fatality, by some judgment perhaps of
Divine wrath, or by some of those terrible conjunctures
which destroy the best of human institution*, approaching a

dark, premature, and inglorious end. And was there not
cau«e, sir, for serious alarm > Was not this felt by every
member o! this body > The South complained of grievances
and aggressions, and complained vehemently. 1 think the
Sooth exaggerates these grievances, but doubtless it hac< some

grounds of just complaint. But let me say, the North corn-

plains of grievances also, and perhaps it has seme just grounds
of complaint. But individual, sectional, and national griev¬
ances exUt under every Government on the face of the eirth ;
and grievances, I fear, will continue to exist forever, under
every form of human government. But suppose, sir, that
all the grievances of which the 8outh complains are wholly
imaginary, and some of our Northern friends think to, does
this lessen the imminence of the danger ? No, sir; by no
mean*. On the contrary, imaginary grievances are ofien
mor. -dangerous than real ones. Real grievances can be re¬
dressed ; for imaginary grievances there is no remedy. Sir,
more than half the great convulsions that have shaken this
world have sprung from imaginary grievances.

It is not real dangers that are prerent to us; it is prospective
danger*, dangers that loom and lower in the distant future,
that frigliten and alarm us most. These are the dangers that
excite men to acts of folly, and urge them on to the most
fearful extremities. But, sir, there are times and seasons
when it is impossible to account for the folly of human con¬
duct any hoy. There are periods when men and nations
rush blindly ,or rather with their eyes open, on certain and
inevitable destruction. This is the history of the world;
The annals d' nations are filled with instances of this kind,
with periodic^ instances of folly and phrenzy. One gene¬
ration builds ito, and another pulls down. One generation
founds empire^ and another destroys them. This has been
the history of t^e world for six thousands years, and will con¬
tinue, I fear, tom its history forev. r. And, without meaning
to cast any reflation upon the generation to which I belong,
I must say tbatnhen I saw the total failure of the people of
Europe in their fccent struggles, and their unsuccessful efforts
to ameliorate th^r condition and reform their institutions, I
began to fear tba^there was something wrong in the charac-
ter of the preseit age, and that the responsibilities of this
great GovernmenttiaJ fallen, perhaps, on a generation une

qua) to the presenicrisis, and incapable of wielding, at this
critical juncture, th^ destinies of this great Republic. But,
sir, when we see $semb!ed in this chamber, as if by the
special .ordination of Providence, the highest intellects of this
nation, minds matund and moderated by experience, and ex¬
alted and ennobled llf patriotism * men capable of compre¬
hending the dangers md difficulties of the crisis, and having
the courage and capadty, and I nwy add the national reputa¬
tion, to grapple with t\esc dangers and triumph over them,
I think we may conclude, and conclude joyfully, that Hea¬
ven still smiles on this Savored land.that the glorious stars,
the appropriate embltr) of this great Republic, are not yet
destined to set in darkness and blood, but to illumine for
ages, I hope forever, the broadest and brightest political firma¬
ment that ever sheltered liberty, civilization, and humanity.
My admiration and enthufiasn have b en often excited this
session at the extraordinary eforts of the great statesmen of
this body to work out some just and equitable plan for the
settlement of our unfortunate difficulties. When I saw the
distinguished Senator from ' Kentucky, now in the chair, pre
Bent bis great plan of national compromise, and when I listen¬
ed to his thrilling eloquence and fearless enunciation of great
moral truths in favor of liberty and humanity.truths as old us

the laws that govern the moral world, and which will live
and kindle the hearts of millions, when the present generation
is mouldering in the dust, I felt that there is a heroism
higher and holier than any that ever inspired a conqueror to
tread his way through blood and battle to victory and immor¬
tality. I forgot on that occasion that I was a Democrat, and
that be was the great, leader of the Whig party. I remem¬
bered nothing but the great cause and the great advocate. 1
saw nothing but the great Republican and the great American.
I do not allude to the distinguished Senator from Kentucky
for the purpose of invidious distinction; on the contrary, I
refer to him as the type, or rather as the cenfral figure of a host
of intellectual giants, who have employed their time, and tal¬
ents, and energies this session in the great republican and
Amercan work of compromise. I call the work of compro¬
mise emphatically American. A fearful controversy has raged
here and throughout the country this whole session. A
controversy that excites the strongest and deepest feelings of
our nature.a controversy, as it were, between sentiment and
interest, between liberty and slavery. And yet, no man

now, either in this body or the other ball, seriously contem-
plates any other result than its amicable adjustment, by an
honorable and a national compromise. Well, sir, my notion
if, that this controversy could not have raged one month in
any other country on earth without a national convulsion.
Why is this, sir' Bccause the people of this country are
trained and educated to settle all their difficulties, public and
private, by just and honorable compromise, while the people
of other countries, in great national difficulties, are accus¬
tomed to have immediate recourse to force. Sir, there
are only two principles employed in the government of
the political world.force and compromise. Some ria
tions are governed by both principles, others by force
alone; but this is the only nation that has always been
governed by compromise since the foundation of the Govern¬
ment, and it must continue to be so governed as long as it
continues to be a republic. Sir, when compromise ends
force begins, and when force begins tear begins; and the
tocsin of civil war is the death-bnell of republicanism. Mr.
President, I am in favor of the admission of California into
the Union as a State. Here there is no room for compromise.
I am also in favor of keeping the question of admission un¬

connected with any of the other exciting questions now be¬
fore the Senate. A great measure, like the admission of an
independent State, should, in my opinion, be determined on
its own intrinsic merits, and not in connexion wiih any other
question, however important. If California is entitled to ad¬
mission, it is unjust to the people of that Territory, and un¬
wise as a piinciple of legislation, to make that a<'mi>sion de¬
pend upon the doubtful issue of any other question. You
have done injustice enough to the Territories already ; you
have refused to give them governments of any kind ; and
when they come here with governments formed by themselves
you refuse to sanction them. Sir, upon the annexation of
New Mexico and California, it was the imperative duty of
Congress to extend the blessings of government to the people
of th se Territories within a reasonable time. No considera¬
tions of policy could exonerate Congress from this obligation.
The highest trust that God commits to man is that of govern¬
ment ; and when he disregards this trust he sins against
God's appointment, and does grievous wrong to those whom
fortune has made dependant upon him for government and
protec ion. Sir, you have done wrong, and grievous wrong,
to the people of the Territories : you tore them from their
own Government < you severed them from their own people;
you annexed them to your country ; y.'u racde them a part of
your people.and all by force j and then y«u refused to give
th* m government of any kind, and left them in a state of
anarchy ; you poured out blood and treisureto win these Ter¬
ritories, and when you acquired them you abandoned them.
Sir, Congress has consumed more time in talking, quarrelling,
and wrangling over these Territorial acquisitions, without doing
any thing for them, than your army took to conquer Mexico,
dismember that country, and annex the territories to the Unit¬
ed States. far as my expertence goes, I can vouch for it
that your soldiers perform their duly much more promptly
and efficiently than your statesmen.

1 he people of lb* Territories, it is true, have form°d go¬
vernment* for themeetlves, and governments perhaps belter
adapted to their anomalous condition than any that could be
fashisnedfor them hereby the wiedorn of Washington. And
this only proves, that, when their Government fails to proviJe
for any portion of the American people, they are oompeient
to provide for themselves. In my opnion, California has
worked out the most hope giving problem of this age. It hut*
demonstrated the capacity of man for self government. Tin
mind of nwn can scarcely conceive of any condition in which
human hei«ga could be placed, more unfavorable to the esta-
tvlvhment of order and government than that of California.
The people were an assemblage of every kindrid, tongue, and
nation.throwu together promiscuously in ft wild, distant,
ileseit region of the world.away from all the re»traints of ci
viliulion, and atjpged, not in the peaceful pursuits of agri¬
culture, but in wiM adventure, and a reckless grapple f t
gold, " the root af all evil," and certainly the cause of more
than half the evils af civilized society. Natv, sir, I should
like to know tow tim eiperment cf leaving such a people,
under such cucuraataitf-ea, without any goiera/ne>.t, would
have worked in any other country in the world. The rulers
of Kurope think it necessary to employ armies of sntdiers, and
armies of policemen, and dungeons, neks, and scafloid?, to
kt,ep their loyal peop'e in order and subjection. What would
jucb rulers have predicted of California ? Why, (bat it would

prove to be an earthly touhet, a sort of terrestrialpandemo-
nium. But no such thing, »ir. To the honor of human
nature, and to the eternal honor of American character, that
imbued that society with American loyalty to law and order,
the people of California established a government, and that go¬
vernment, from the hour of its establishment till this hour, has
given more effectual protection to life and properly and the
pursuit* of industry than any Government of Eutope during
the same period. , |

Sir, California furnishes the strongest demonstration of this
age in favor of Uw inherent capacity of man for sell-govern¬
ment, when left to the free exercise of bis native faculties,
And it is the loudest condemnation of those systems of go¬
vernment which first debase and brutalize man, and then pu-
nish and oppress him because he is debased. Without the
aid of law, or lather, by vjrtue of a better law tban ever was

enacted by Congress, the law of truth and justice in their own
hearts, the people vl California organized th-ir society,
framed a constitution, and esiabluhed a government ; and
they now present that constitution for our acceptance; and,
sir, if we have the law of truth and justice in our hearts, we

will receive this constitution at once, and welcome California
into the Union.

But, sir, it is said by seme that California must be remand'
ed back to a territorial condition ; that it must remain quietly
in that condition until Congress finds it convenient to give it
a government; others say that California can have no govern¬
ment until Congress agrees up >n some general plan for the
settlement of all our difficulties. First, our Teriitoritil diffi¬
culties.a government for Utah, and another for New Mexi¬
co ; secondly, the settlement of the boundary between New
Mexico and Texas, and wheth< r we are to have a slave State
or a free 8tate carved out of Texas; and, finally, the settle¬
ment of the question of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia. Now, sir, my opinion is, that if you keep
California out of the Union until you settle all these questions
by satibfactory adjustment, it needs a vast amount of Christian
patience, because, at the rate ycu dispatch business here,
California may have some chance of admission at some inde¬
finite lime between now and the millennium. 8ir, this is per¬
fect mockery. It is to say substantially to the people of Cali¬
fornia : "You must break up your government, resolve your-
. selves again into a state of anarchy, go back and live q&ielly
' and peaceably, and bebave yourselves well, and neither rob
' nor kill one another, if you can avoid it, until we settle all
. our difficulties, all questions connected with slavery, to the
. satisfaction of the North and the South, and then we will
' extend the blessing of government to you.we will give you
' a government exactly suited to your condition." This, sir,
I suppose, is Congressional justice to California. I wish to

say, most respectfully, to my Southern friends, that I cannot
conceive what advantage they expect to derive from the re¬

jection of California. It puzzles me to divine the secret of
Southern policy on this point. Whether California ia a State
or a Teriilory, whether it has any government or no govern¬
ment, no Southern slave-owner will ever venture to carry his
slaves to that country. Slavery can never be established
there. With law or without law, Southern men will never
dare to carry their slaves there. The people of California are

working out a great social problem.a problem that has never

yet been worked out successfully any where else ; and that is,
to nuke labor, hard labor, dignified and respectable. I trust
in God they may succeed. But do you think the people en¬

gaged in this woik will suffer themselves to be jostled by
slaves > No, *ir, never. The sons of Southern planters,
the high spirited sons of Southern gentlemen, would be the
first to resist and resent such an experiment. Sir, the whole
united South dare not venture to carry slaves to California for
the purpose of establishing slavery there. In California, at
this moment, there are one hundred and fifty thousand men ;
not old men, wemen and children, but young, active, daring,
adventurous men.the flower of the youth of our country.
men such as never fettled a new country before. Befure a

yea't rolls round California will number half a million of the
same sort. If I searched this world for an army I would lake
the men collected in California. I tell you, sir, the South,
and the North, and the whole country united can never force
slavery on them. Napoleon trampled down Europe with
fewer men and worse material. Sir, they are laying the foun¬
dation of a great empire on the shore of the Pacific.a mighty
empire.an empire that at some future day will carry your
flag, your commerce, your arts and your arms into Aaia, and
through China, Hindottan, and Persia, into Western Europe.
Talk about carrying slavery there.of imposing such a blight
upon that people.of withering their strength and paralyzing
their energies by such an institution! No, sir; such a thing
was never intended by God, and will never be permitted by
men.

I am one of those who believe that the laws of Mexico abolish¬
ing slavery are still in force and operation in California and New
Mexico. I understand the great principle of law to be this :

When one country conquers another, the political laws, that is,
the laws prescribing the du'y of the subject or citizen to the
Government, are abrogated. And why ' Because the conquered
Government goes out of existence, and the conquering Govern¬
ment takes its place 5 but municipal laws.laws between man

and man, made for the protection of life anil proper¬
ty.remain in force, and must of necessity remain in force,
for the preservation of society, until modified or repeal¬
ed by positive enactment on the part of ihe conquering
Government. Now, this is an old principle of law, a little
older tban modern civilization, yet it has l»een as seriously
questioned and denied on this floor as if it had arisen for the
first time on the conquest of Mexico. It is sometimes urged
here, that our constitution carries slavery with it whatever it
goes, unless positively excluded by law ; in other words,
that slavery is the normal law of this republic. I think the
principle is just the reverse. Slavery, being in violation of
natural right, can only exist by positive enactment; and the
constitution'of this country only tolerates slavery wheie it ex¬

ists, but neither extends nor establishes it any where. But,
sir, I have heard it seriously argued in this Senate that the laws
and edicts abolishing slavery in Mexico were all irregular,
and therefore void ; and that slavery was in full force in that
country at the time of the annexation of these territories. It
is extremely hard to anawer such an argument an this. This
is emphatically a chivalrous argument, which, though it may
not convince a man, is well calculated to astound him. 1 will
merely say that the poor Mexicans made a great many honest
and earnest attempts to abolish slavery, and if they have
failed to accomplish that object, they have been very unfor¬
tunate in all their efforts. I have no doubt that the people of
Mexico will be highly edified when tbey learn that their old
acquaintances, the " Norte Americanos," about the time they
discovered the " El Dorado " in California made another dis¬
covery ; and that is, that,- their laws, edict*, and con»titution,
to the contrary notwithstanding, slavery is still in lull f. roe
and operation in that country, without the people themselves
being aware of the fact. I think when they hear thie, they
will come to the conclusion that we are as invincible in logic
as we are in battle.

But, sir, I will drop this subject. I care not whether there
is any Mexican law or American law (here, or whether the
Wilaaot proviso or the Jefferson proviso ever be extendi d over

those Territories, slavery can never be established in Cali¬
fornia or New Mexico. The climate, the soil, the produc¬
tions forbid it. In a wort', the principle of the Wilraot pro¬
viso is extended over ihc country by the law of nature.by
the law of God.as the distinguished Senator from Massachu¬
setts (Mr. Weiistkh) emphatically expressed it 5 and you
might as well undertake to plant orange groves in Siberia as

establish slavery in California or New Mexico.
I will now notice the question of boundary between New

Mexico and Texas. I admire Texas as highly a* any man

living ; I like the State and the people; they fought gal¬
lantly and successfully, and achieved their independence by
a struggle as glorious and extraordinary as any ol the present
age. I will say, also, that we ought not to criticise the cliim
of Texas too closely ; that we ought to be liberal to that young
and gallant State. If thero he a doubt, it ought to be resolved
m her favor. But, to my mind, there is no doubt in the case.

Texas has no right, claim, or litlo to any portion of New
Mexico, either on this side or on the oiher side of the Rio
Grande. She never coi quered it, never occupied it, never

riduced it to possession, and never exercised any au'hority
over it. She has no more title to Santa Fe than she has to
Sao Francisco.not a particle. That country, and the whole
of that country, was u der the law, jurisdiction, and authority
of Mexico when it was crested from that country by the am*
of the United Stairs. I care nothing about maps ; I take
facta, and these are the facta. I venture to say, further, that,
in my opinion, Texas never conquered all the country to the
lower Kio Grande. There is a j»ortion of Coahuila, a-'Uih of
New Mexico, on the Texts side of the Rio Grande, which 1 j
scarcely think Texas ever conquered. At all eve-its, I can

say that when I was wandering along the Rio Grande, at one
time duiing the Mcxican war, I found Mexican towns in the
State of Coahuila, en the Texas side of the river, living
quietly under Mexican law and Mexican aothorily ; and if
they bad ever been conquered by Texas it was wholly with¬
out their knowledge, for they were living in the must hap<y
ignorance of such conquetl. But. while this is my opinion,
I am ready and willing to pay to Texas, for auch claim as
she has, enough lo wipe out her whole Stale debt. That
debt waa contract.d in a noble cause.the atruzgle for lib¬
erty, and ber war of independence. The United State* have
got the benefit of that airuggle, by the annexation of the coun¬
try j and I hold ihit it is only a generous duly, lo be per¬
formed by this Government, to pay Texaa a sufficient sum to

wipe out the whole of her State deb . 1

On the question of making a new State in Texas, I in
prepared to say that I fed myself bound to perforin ereiy
stipulation, condition, and obligation of the resolutions of an¬
nexation. Whatever the stipulations are, we are bound by
them. This nation is bjund, by every principle of honor
and good faith, to fulfil its obligations with Texas. No
can give any reason for the violation of these stipulations that
he cannot give for the violation of every human obligation. I
do nut know, sir, the opinion of my State on this subject, but
I take it for granted that the State of Illinois will never so far
forget her duty to this nation and her own character as to
violate the plighted faith of this Government. I do not think
there is a man in my State who will not consider himself
bound by the engagements of his Government. The Mor¬
mons, while they lived in that State, were accused of as*um>

ing that they bad authority from God to violate their engage-
menu with men. But they hive left the State, and I do not
think we have any political Mormons in Illinois now. But
I must be permitted to ssy that I think Congress has no light
to take the initiative in this matter. I think there is a wrong
here; the initiative ought to be taken by Texas. It is for
ber to take the preliminary steps, designate the territory,
organize a new State, and when that State asks for admissieo
into the Uoion, if it comes within the conditions of the reso¬

lutions of annexation, it is the duty of Congress to admit it.
But I suppose the reasoo our Southern friends are so tnxious
to squeeze a State out of Texas at ttis time is to bring a ilive
State into the Union in conjunction with California, to j»e-
serve the balance of power, to maintain the equilibrium in
the Senate. Now, sir, 1 think there is one thing to which
Southern gentlemen must make op their minds, and that i*
to submit to what is inevitable. The whole world must tab
jnit to what is inevitable, and the South must submit to it
like the rest of mankind. I tell you, sir, what I think is in¬
evitable, thst the free States will outnumber the slave States^
and that the pjwer of the free States will preponderate over
the [tower of the slave States. They will lose their relative
power in this nation. They are doing so every day ; not by
the action of Government, but by the action of irresistible
laws.laws that control the moral, social, and political condi¬
tion of man. You may as well talk of equalizing the popula¬
tion as of equalizing the States. There is another thing the
South may a6 well understand, (I mention this as a predic¬
tion,) and that is, that the people of the North will never con¬
sent to see one foot of frre soil converted into slave soil, if they
can prevent it by constitutional resistance. I believe the
North does not contemplate tny other mode of resistance. If
territory is annexed free, it must remain free until as a State
,jt may choose to change its condition. If slave territory be
annexed (Cuba lor instance) let it remain slave territory until
as a State it chooses to change its condition. 8ir, it seems to
me there is nothing unfair in all this ; on the contrary, that it
is just and equitable. No one, I think, in this advanced age*
of the world, should attempt to convert a free man into a slave,
or free territory into slave territory.

Mr. President, I sincerely believe that if the South had not
assumed the extraordinary position that slavery is the normal
law of this country ; that, like the electric fluid, it pervade*
all space; that it exists throughout this whole land, where not

expressly excluded by Jaw ; that slaveholders could carry their
slaves like their horses to California and New Mexico, by
force and virtue of the constitution of the United States, and
contrary to the municipal laws of Mexico still in force there;,
the terrible feeling awakened in the North on the subject of
the V\ ilmot proviso would never have found such general ex¬

pression in that portion of the country. When Southern
men declare that slaves are like horses, mere chattels $
they can canry them with them into California and New
Mexico by virtue of the constitution ; that the constitution
protects the right of property in chattels, and consequently
in slaves, the Northern feeling revolts against such claim.
And even the very best friends of the South are compelled ta
reject such untenable pretensions. Sir, I cannot believe that
you Southern men (Mr. Cur io the chair) have absolute
property in your slaves. You have property in their service,,
and that service is perpetual. Slavery is a state of perpetual
servitude, and you have a right to employ all necessary power
over them to enforce such service. But you have no absolute
property in the man; in that mysterious being composed at
body and soul; you do not own him as you own your horsey
because no human law can give you such property in him.
Su, slavery never was understood in this sense in any cotro-

try.neither amongst the Romans, the Greeks, or even the
Mahommedans, and it is to be deeply regretted that such *

claim should be urged by Christians.
I have ajready said that the South may give up all idea of

an equilibrium. Here it never existed and never can exist.
It is a most fanciful notion at best, the me e dream of a pofr-
tical visionary. You cannot balance political power. You can¬

not weigh it in scales. You cannct regulate it by any system
of equipoises. The thing is simply impossible Why, sir,
South Carolina, a proud little State, spirited and intelligent,
has wielded more political power in this Confederacy for seve¬

rs! years past than some of the larger States of the Union.
The experiment has been often tried, but has always failed! -

The French tried it, as they have tried every kind of eaper>
ment. After their first revolution they established a Govern¬
ment. most fancifully constructed, upon an equilibriumJ V^uuimiuiu tUDB-

pounded of territory and population. It was the delight of
the enthusiasts of tbatage. No liberal politician of thatvday
seemed fully to appreciate the absurdity of the experiment
but Edmund Burke 5 and that great English statesman, I should
say Irish statesman.but England appropiiated him to herself
as she does ail renowned Irishmen.that great statesman, I
mean to say, ridiculed the whole schera?, pointed out its ab¬
surdity and impracticability, and predicted its speedy de¬
struction. And, sir, the prediction was soon verified. The
very first heave of the great political mass, shattered the
Government into a thousand fragments, and buried its pro¬
jectors under its ruins. The experiment, therefore, wholly
failed in France. After the fall of Napoleon the Holy Alli¬
ance tried a similar experiment, and if any body of men ever

possessed the power to carry out such an experiment, the
members of the Holy Alliance d d at that time. 7"'hey set¬
tled the relative condition of the several nations of Europe,
and Ihey established a great continental sys'em, upon whet
they called the equilibrium of Europe. Sir, I should like to
know what has become of that system 1 I would like to find
out the s'ate of the equilibrium of Europe now } Sir, in my
opinion, the Czar of Russia could throw the whole of Euiope-
at this moment, with the exception perhaps of France and
England, into one scale ; and he would only have to thnm
bis sword into the fame scale, and in one year the whole of

I Europe would l»e Cossatk, from the Boephorus to the British
Channel. So the experiment of an equilibrium has utterly.
tailed in Europe. Sir, it never has succeeded and never can

succeed. The thing is impossible ard impracticable. Yoo
never can maintain a permanent equilibrium between States^
or nations, or part* of nations. But I am wasting time un¬

necessarily upon such a subject.
Now, sir, if all the dangers which the South sees in the

far d.slant future, were, at this moment, present aneV p-easing-
upon us, I would m >st respectfullv ask Southern gentlemen
to tell me what remedy they woulll propose in such a case I
Say, a dissolution of this confederacy.the peaceable separa¬
tion of the States.an amicable destruction of this Govern¬
ment > I would just as soon expect to see a high spirited
Southern gentleman stand up quie'ly to have the whip ap¬
plied to his back, as to see the people of this country sitdowe
quietly, and Uk tamely and unmoved on the destruction off
their Government> No, air ; the very aitempt woul 1 be war
the beginning of a war of Wl.ich none but God could foresee
the end; a war of extermination and desolation ; a continuous,
ceasele.-s, perpetual war; a war transmitted from father to
son, from generation to generation, until your great Anglo-
American race, now the pride, and boa-t,' and glory of ths
continent, would become a by-word, a scorn, and a warning
to the world. 1 he very energy of your race, that terrible en¬

ergy which is making you masters of this coutinent, would
the moti.e power to acc, lerate-iu own destruction.yon

would devour yourselves. But does any sane man suppose
that the great Northwest, with all its millions.that worlrf
that is growing up between the heaJwaters of the Ohio
and the headwaters of the Missouri, between ihe Alle¬
ghany and the Kocky Mountains.will ever peaceably sut»-
mit to see the mouth of the Mississippi river in the pos¬

sesion of a foreign Government > Never, sir, never.
With that people it would not be a question of re ason , it
would be above all reason ; it would be a question of ne¬

cessity and of existence; a thing which they never would
quietiy submit to. But there is no danger of any thing of the
kind. I be people of the valley of the Mississippi can never

separate. They may talk about it, they may threaten it% bat
they nevt r will attempt any thing so d:>a»trou3. They arm
one |eop!e, lird together by the indissolubli bonds of physical
nature. For weal or wo, for good or evil, the whole people
of the Mississippi valley must share the same fate and ifee
same destiny. And docs sny nun suppose that tbis pervsfcr
oQcupyirg about one eighteenth of the habitable globe, wi0<
ever submit quietly and peaceably to see the Soorbeatfrr*
States establish a separate confederacy > The idea is prepos¬
terous.very little short of insanity. '

But suppose the Sou-hern Confederacy was now establish¬
ed, thst it was quietly and peaceably established th»
what would be the actual condition of that confederaeT*
It could not exist a single day without n close acd intimatr
connexion with some great nation having all the
industrial, financial, ami commercial power The
possesses none of these elements. It has nlentv
and it has brave men, snd lovely women, bit it i.


