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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER:

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Hon. Daniel Webster:
The subscribers, inhabitants of the cities and towns

on Kennebec river, though not your immediate con¬
stituents, yet, as citizens of our common Republic,
cannot refrain from expressing to you the deep sense
oI the obligation which you have conferred upon the
whole couutry, by your recent effort in the Senate of
the United States, to allay the spirit of sectional strife
which threatened the destruction of our Union. No
confederated States, either in ancient or modem times,
have been preserved from intestine commotion and
civil war. If. as some suppose, we are confederated
States, still we are only an exception to the general
rule, and it is but a short time since that the Slaveryquestion threatened to briug those evils upon us; and
should the South and the ISorth be separated, no hu¬
man wisdom could predict the evils that would follow.
We have been induced to offer this expression of our
feelings from observing the obloquy cast upon you by
a portion of the Press in this State. The Press may
convey the excited feelings of the moment, but those
feelings frequently arise from an ardent desire to effect
what is deemed a great good, irrespective of conse¬
quences; but we feel coufideni that reflecting minds,
and those which permanently ^uide public opinion,
will eventually have their influence, and that the
patriotism and courage of that Statesman will be gen¬
erally acknowledged, who, regardless of consequences
to himself, boldly threw himself into the breach, and
brought back his countrymen to feel the invaluable
blessings of the Union, and the duty imposed upon
them for its preservation.

Gardiner, April, 1850.
R. H. Gardiner John P. Hunter E. G. Byram
Edward Swan A. T. Perkins Win. H. By ram
F. Allen L. Clay " Saml. B. Tarbox
Benjamin Shaw F. P. Theobald Samuel C. Grant
H. Tupper G. W. Bachelder F. K. Swan.
Arthur Berry

Hallowell.
John Merrick Jas. Sherburne
Rufus R. Page Jesse Aiken
Jas. C. Dwight John Johnson
Peter Atherton J. Gardner
C. H. Strickland J. S. P. Dument
F. Glazier Eben Horn

Augusta.
William Woart Hanson Baker Thos. Lambert
Henry Williams J. J. Eveleth J. A. Thompson
Geo. W. Morton James Bridge Allen Lambert
D» Williams D. C. Stanwood Cyrus Briggs
G. W. Stanley William Brian Jonathan Hedge.
David Fales

Bath.
Wm. Ledyard Jonathan Hyde J. W. Eliingwood
Win. D. Sewell Ebenezer Clap Gilbert Trufant
Geo. F. Patten John Patten J. C. L. Booker
Henry Hyde R. H. McKown John H. Kimball
J. H. McLellan B. C. Bailey Thomas M. Reed
Alden Morse William Morse John E. Brown.
F. Clark Wm. M. Rogers

Reply of Air. Webster. j
Washington, June IT. 1S50.

Gentlemen: Your friendly and acceptable ietter
of April, was received.

It is true, gentlemen, that I have made an effort in
the Senate "to allay* the spirit of sectional strife,
which has threatened the destruction of our Union;5'
and such efforts 1 shall continue to make, earnestly,
and with whatever ability I possess, under a deep con-

viction that that ;t spirit of sectional strife," if not

checked, will ere long drive the country into a lam-
entable and disastrous condition. It is exceedingly to
be regretted, that any part of the Public Press in
the State in which you reside, or elsewhere, should
discourage, and, as it often does, denounce, all attempts
at reconciliation and peace ; and should contribute, by
its daily effusion?, to promote ill-will, resentment.and
angry contests, between the North and South. That
all this is done by a portion of the Press, both North
and South, is but too true. The conductors of these
Presses would seem to have lost all sense of a com¬
mon country, all sentiments of patriotism, unless there
may be patriotism in those local feelings, in which the
Great Father of his country so affectionately admon¬
ished us never to indulge. That the conductors ot
these Presses mistake the opinions of the People, to a

very considerable extent, I doubt not; but while they
are so active and so zealous, who can tell how far. or

how fast, their sentiments may spread 1
It is no longer to be doubted that there are persons

both in the North and in the South, who are opposed to
the existence of the present Constitution of the United
States,and would gladly see it brought to an end. Some
in both extremes openly avowthis wish,and otherscon-
ceal it under very thin disguises. Nevertheless, the
great body of the People. North and South, are firmly
attached to the Union; their hearts are for it, and with
it, and they will defend it against all open attempts
for its overthrow. This is my decided opinion. The
Union, therefore, we may hope, will not be rudely
broken up; but this spirit of sectional strife, if it be
not effectually rebuked, will produce infinite mischiefs,
by embarrassing the Government, thwarting and de¬
feating useful legislation, and increasing, more and
more, feelings of discord and alienation. Who does
not see. already, the alarming consequences provoked
and produced by these dissensions? We are now in
the seventh month of the session of Congress, aud
what has been done ? Even the ordinary annual ap¬
propriation bills have not been brought forward, or

advanced a single stage. They are at least four months
behind the proper time. It has at last become indis¬
pensably necessary, it seems to me, that men of sense
and intelligence, who are really lovers of their coun¬

try and its Union, should open their eyes to the state
oi things. There will be, there must be, it is in the
nature of things that there should be, some shock,
some cessation in the movement of the Government,
some disreputable irregularity, now not far ahead, un-1
less the good men of the country, in all its parts, will
rouse themselves to the performance of the duties
which the exigency demands.
While so many persons and so many Presses in the

North maintain such loud and bitter complaints
against the South, and while so many persons and so

many Presses in the South utter complaints equally
loud and bitter against the North, neither the North
nor the South states, definitely and precisely, any ac¬

tual grievance, such as could justify, in any reasona¬

ble man's opinion, the most distant idea of disunion.
For the most part, these mutual complaints are gene¬
ral, indeterminate, uttered in angry terms, but placed
on no specific ground. In the speech to which your
letter refers, 1 have meutioned what 1 think to be real
ground of mutual or reciprocal complaint; but beyond
all these, there is kept up a general cry of one party
against the other, that its rights are invaded, its honor
insulted, its character assailed, and its just participa¬
tion in political power denied. Sagacious men can¬
not but suspect, from all this, that more is intended
than is avowed ; aud that there lies at the bottom a

purpose of the separation of the States, for reasons
avowed or disavowed, or for grievances redressed or

unredressed. This purpose, be it remembered, 1 do
not consider as pervading large masses, but of its ex¬
istence among the Extremists, on both sides. 1 cannot
entertain a question.

In the speech to which you rofer, it was my
jjurpose, among other things, to show that a peaceable
secession of some States from the rest, or a peaceable
separation of them all. was among the most improba¬
ble of imaginable events; that Nature, the seas, tlie
gulfs, the lakes, and the rivers, bound us together by
ties nearly impossible to be broken ; that no man could
tnake any plan of secession or separation satisfactory
to others; and, more than all. that no man could dis¬
cern any thing as likely to arise to any State, from se¬

cession or separation, not fraught with political evil
of every description, and every degree. And notwith-
standinff the influence and the opinions of which I
have spoken, 1 believe that the sentiments of the great
mass of Southern men concur with my own. Many
have contemplated separation as a probable result;
some certainly have desired, and do desire it; but. so

far as I have observed, when the question is put di¬
rectly home to the People, notwithstanding whatever
certain Presses and certain politicians say to the con¬

trary, the People of the South are still for the Union,
by immense majorities. Wherever there is a truly
American heart, the love of the Union is entwined in

its inmost fibres. It is our duty to encourage and ap¬
plaud this popular feeling; to respect it ourselves, and
to take care that, by no denial of justice, by no unne-1

cessary discussion of exciting but abstract questions,
by no threat or menace, to interfere with ichat dots
not below* to us. we do not weaken that attachment
to the Union which is so indispeusable to the happi-
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ness of all. And what is the duty of the North, in
this respect, is equally the duty of the South. All
sides are called on to exercise a far greater degree of
forbearance and moderation, if we mean to transmit
to the next generation the blessings enjoyed by this.

I shall do all I can to warn the country against the
dangers of this intestine strife ; to call both the South
and the North back to a sense of their true duties and
their true interests. And if I cannot allay the evil, I
shall at least do nothing to promote it. I shall do
nothing to cause jealousy, heart-burning, and ani¬
mosity. among those whose country is one, whose in¬
terests are one. and whose destiny, whatever any of
them may think of it. is, in my opinion, one; one

now. and one hereafter.
Gentlemen, one of the exciting questions of the pre¬

sent moment respects the necessity ol excluding slave¬
ry. by law, from the Territories lately acquired from
Mexico. If I believed in any such necessity, 1 should,
of course, support such a law. I could not do other¬
wise. consistently with opinions very many times ex¬

pressed. and which opinions I have no inclination to

change, and shall not change. But 1 do not believe
in any such necessity. I have studied the geography
of New Mexico diligently, having read all that I
could find in print, and inquired ot niany intelligent
persons who nave been in the country, traversed it,
and become familiar with it.
New Mexico may be considered as divided into

two parts, one lying on the east side of the Rio
Grande, below the Paso del Norte; this is claim¬
ed by Texas; the other extends along the river,
011 both sides, from Paso del Norte to the forty-
second degree of north latitude, or t he boundary
of Oregon. Of this part, also, that which lies on

the eastern side of the river, is claimed by Texas.
The whole extent of both parts can hardly be less than
one thousand miles, and by the windings of the river,
much more. The southern part is tar less moun¬
tainous than the northern ; it has. nevertheless, moun¬
tain peaks and mountain ridges. From San Antonio
de Bexar, which is a hundred miles north of the
Gulf of Mexico, and near the western line of the
actual settlements! in Texas, it is five hundred and
seventy miles to Paso del Norte, by a track or road,
recently explored, keeping east of the Rio del Norte,
and south of the Guadalupe mountains ; the general
direction of which road is west by north. This
whole country is of very little valpo. The moun¬

tains are barren, and a great portion of the more level
country, is a mere desert of rocks and sand. Some¬
times prairies are met with, producing grass in more
or less abundance ; but the decisive and fatal charac¬
teristic ot the country, is the want of water. In tra¬

versing this region, travellers not unfrequently find
themselves without water for twenty or thirty miles,
and sometimes even for longer distances. I think
an exploring expedition, which within the last year
passed along this route, found no water for seventy
miles. It may be truly said, that here is a country of
six hundred miles in extent, which, in its general
character, must be described as a barren desert. I
agree, that in a considerable part of this desert, Afri¬
can slave labor is not necessarily excluded by the law
of climate-; the climate is mild enough ; but, then,all
labor, free «r slave, all cultivation whatever, is
excluded, for all time, by the sterility of the soil,
throughout this vast arid region. There may be tri¬
fling exceptions here and there, on the banks of some
of the streams; but the general character, without
doubt or question, is such as I have represented it.
Major Gaines, a very intelligent gentleman, lately a

nember of Congress, and now Governor of Oregon.
:raversed a part of this country during the Mexican
war, and this is his description of it:
"The country, from the Nueces to the valley of the Rio

Srandc, is poor, sterile, sandy, and barren, with not a sin¬
gle tree of any size or value on our whole route. The only
tree which we saw, was the musquit tree, and very few of
these. The musquit is a small tree, resembling an old and
decayed peach tree. The whole country may be truly
called a perfect waste, uninhabited and uninhabitable.
There is not a drop of running water between the two

rivers, except in the two small streams of San Salvador and
Santa Gartrudus, and these only contain water in the rainy
season. Neither of them had running water when we

passed them. The chaparral commences within forty or

titty miles of the Kio Grande. This is poor, rocky, and
sandy ; covered with prickly pear, thistles, and almost every
sticking thing.constituting a thick und perfectly impene¬
trable undergrowth. For any useful or agricultural pur¬
pose, the country is not worth a sous.,

" So far as we were able to form anv opinion of this de¬
sert upon the other routes which had been travelled, its
character, every where between the two rivers, <4s pretty
much the same. We learned that the routes pursued by
General Taylor south of ours, was through a country simi¬
lar to that through which we passed; as also was that tra¬
velled by General Wool from San Antonio to Presidio, on
the Kio Grande. From what we both saw and heard, the
whole command came to the conclusion which I have al¬
ready expressed.that it was worth nothing. I have no
hesitation in saying, that I would not hazard the life of one
valuable and useful man for every foot of land between San
Patricio and the valley of the Rio Grande. The country is
not now and can never be of the slightest value"
That most lamented and distinguished gentleman

and officer, the late Colonel Hardin, of Illinois, entire¬
ly concurs with Major Gaines. Here is his account:

" The whole country is miserably watered. Large dis¬
tricts have no wetter at all. The streams are small and at
great distances apart. One day we marched on the road
from Monclova to PttrraB, thirty-Jive miles, without water.
a pretty severe day's march for infantry.

" Grass is very scarce, and indeed there is none at all in
many regions for miles square. Its place is supplied with
prickly pear and thorny bushes. There is not one acre in
two hundred, more probably not one in five hundred, of, all
the land we have seen in Mexico, which can ever be culti¬
vated ; the greater part of it is the most desolate region I
could ever have imagined. The pure granite hills of New
England are a paradise to it, for they are without the thorny
briars and venomous reptiles which infest the barbed barren¬
ness of Mexico. The good land and cultivated spots-in
Mexico are but dots 011 the map. Were it not that it takes
so very little to support a Mexican, and that the land which
is cultivated yields its produce with little labor, it would be
surprising how its sparse population is sustained. All the
towns we have visited, with perhaps the exception of Parras,
are depopulating, as is also the whole country."
The country higher up, that is. along the Rio del

Norte, from Paso del Norte to Santa Fe and Taos, is dif¬
ferent in this respect. Through this part of New Mex¬
ico the river runs between immense mountains, with
strips or ribands of land along its banks, not alwayscontinuous, but which are cultivated with grains;but only by means of irrigation. Allow me, gentle¬
men. to lay before you the creditable, the exact,the authoritative description given by Mr. Smith,the Delegate from New Mexico:

" New Mexico is an exceedingly mountainous country,
Sante Fe itself being twice as high as the highest point of
the Alleghanics, and nearly all the land, capable of cultiva¬
tion, is of equal height, though some of the valleys have less
altitude above the sea. The country is cold. Its general
agricultural products are wheat and corn, and such vegeta¬
bles as grow in the Northern States of this Union. It is
entirely unsuited for slave labor. Labor is exceedingly
abundant and cheap. It may be hired for three or four dol¬
lars per month, in quantity quite sufficient for carrying on all
the agriculture of the Territory. There is no cultivation
except by irrigation, and there is not a sufficiency of water
to irrigate all the land,

" As to the existence, at present, of slavery in New Mex¬
ico, it is the general understanding that it has been altoge¬
ther abolished by the laws of Mexico; but we have no es¬
tablished tribunals which have pronounced, as yet, what the
law pf the land in this respect is. It is universally considered,
however, that the Territory is altogether a free Territory I
know of no persons in the country w ho are treated as slaves,
except such as may Ik> servants to gentlemen visiting or

passing through the country. I may add, that the strontrest
feeling against slaver)' universally prevails through the whole
Territory, and I Suppose it quite impossible to convey it there,
and maintain it by any means whatever."
My speech was delivered on the 7th of March.

Speaking of what 1 thought the impossibility of the
existence of African slavery iu New Mexico, 1 said,
'.I would not take paius uselessly to reaffirm an ordi-
nanceof nature.or to re-enact the will ofGod." Every
body knew that by the 11 will of God." I meant that
expression of the Divine purpose in the work of crea¬
tion. which had given such a physical formation to
the earth in this region, as necessarily to exclude Af¬
rican slavery from it. forever. Everybody knew I
meant this, and meant nothing else. To represent me
a-> speaking in any other sense, was gross injustice.Yet a pamphlet has been puf into circulation in
which it is said, that my remark is, " undertaking
to settle by mountains and rivers, and not by the
Ten Commandments, the question of human duty.".'Cease to transcribe." it adds. " upon the statute
book what our wisest and best men believed to be
the will of God. in regard to our worldly affairs, and
the passions which we think appropriate to devils
will soon take posses-ion of society. ' One hardlyknows which most to contemn, the nonsense or the
dishonesty of such commentaries on another's words.
I know no passion more appropriate to devils, than
the passion for gross misrepresentation and libel.
Arid others, from whom more fairness might have

been expected, have not failed to represent me as ar¬

guing, or affording ground of argument, against hu¬
man laws to enforce the moral laws of the Deity.
Such persons knew ray meaning very well. They
chose to pervert and misrepresent it. That is all.

In classical times, there was a set of small but rapa¬
cious critics, denominated captatores verborum, who
snatched and caught at particular expressions; expend¬
ed their strength on the disjecta mtvibra of language;
birds of rapine, which preyed on words and syllable!.,
and gorged themselves with feeding on the garbage
of phrases, chopped, dislocated, and torn asunder, by
themselves, as flesh and limbs are, by the claws of
unclean birds. Such critics are rarely more dis¬
tinguished for ability in discussion, than for that man¬

ly, moral feeling which disdains to state an adversa¬
ry's argument otherwise than fairly and truly, and as

he meant to be understood.
It has been thought remarkable, that an intelligent

field officer in the American Army, in writing a*pri-
vate letter to a friend here, dated at Santa Fe the
capital ofNew Mexico, two days before my speech' was
delivered, that is, on the 5th of March, should have
used this language:
» We have no papers later than the President's message.

I fancy Congress is debating about slavery in New Mexico
where slavery isprohibited bu a stronger than all human
taws.the law of climate, and production, and self-interest.
Not mage than a hundredth part of New Mexico could ever
be cultivated if water were ever so plenty, such is the soil,
topography, and rock of this land. But in the centre of a

vast area, without largo bodies of water, the rocky surface
sending what little water falls upon it rapidly down to the
ocean* under an atmosphere ever thirsty, into which evapo¬
ration is marvellously rapid, not more than one part in two
liundred and fifty can ever be improved."
.

And now, gentlemen; I have one other considera¬
tion to bring to your minds; and that is. that the sla¬
very of the African race does not exist in New Mex¬
ico; that it is altogether abolished ; that there is not
a single African slave to be found among any of its
mountains, or in any part of its vast plains. And the
people of Mexico, to a man, are opposed to slavery ;
their state of society rejects it; their use of cheaper
labor rejects it; the opinions, the sentiments, and feel¬
ings of the people, all reject it, as warmly and deci¬
dedly, as it is rejected by the people of Maine.
And it appears to me just about as probable that

African slavery will be introduced into New Mexico
ind there established, as it is that the same slavery

.

be established on Mars' Hill, or the side of the
White Mountains.
Among the maxims left us by Lord Bacon, one is

hat when seditions, or discontents arise, the part of
w'isdom is, to remove, by all means possible, the causes.

-n :SUrest .ay t0 Preveot discontents, if the iimes
>vill bear it, is to take away the matter of them; for
t there be fuel prepared, it is hard to tell whence the

JPark shall come that shall set it on fire. So counsels
Lord Bacon ; but with us, there are other advisers.
fUthough the dispute be obviously altogether unim¬
portant. and although the times will well bear the
aking away of the matter of it, their patriotic ardor
still admonishes us to continue the contest.to fio-htit
jut; if the oyster be gone, still to make a fierce battle
or the shell; nor give up the warfare till we obtain a

loyful victory, or shall nobly fall.
Gentlemen, 1 will conclude this letter by a short

reference to one other tonic. A good deal of com¬
plaint has been manifested, as you know, on account
3f the opinions expressed in my speech respecting
lexas, and the legal construction and effect of the
resolutions, by which she became annexed to the CJni-
:ed States. Surprise and astonishment, and all the
?ioquence of capital letters and notes of admiration.
lave been summoned to mark the utterance of such'
lew and startling sentiments. The truth is, however
hat there is nothing new in the whole matter. The
same view, substantially, of the resolutions of an¬
nexation had been taken again and again, by myself
xnd others.

1

Gentlemen, I voted against the treaty by which
.hese Territories were ceded by Mexico to the United
?0t5}te?C?nd in open Senate, in a speech made on the
-3d of March, 1848,1 referred to Texas and to the
'esolutions of annexation. The speech was published
in the newpapers, and circulated in pamphlet form
md read by everybody who chose to read it. In that
speech you will find these words:
" Now, sir, 1 do not depend on theorv. f ask vou and

I ask the Senate and the country to look at facts, to see
where we were when we made the departure three years
ago, and where we now are, and I shall leave it to imagina¬
tion to conjecture where we shall be.

We admitted Texas as one State for the present. But
if you will refer to the resolutions providing for the annexa¬
tion of I ex as, you will find a provision that it shall be in
the power of Congress hereafter to make four other new
states out of Texan territory. Present and prospectively,
therefore, five new States, sending ten Senators inav come
into the Lnion out of Texas. Three years ago we did that.
INow we propose to make two States; for, undoubtedly if
we take what the President recommends, New Mexico and
California each will make a State; so that there will be
tour Senators. We shall have then, in this new Terri¬
tory, seven States', sending fourteen Senators to this Cham-
oer. ow, what will be the relation between the Senate
ind the people, or the States from which they ccme V
\ ou will seee that here is the same opinion of the

meaning of the Resolution of Annexation, expressed
nearly in the same words, as are contained in mv

speech of the 7th of March last. And this only two
years ago. But nobody then expressed either surprise

astonishment. There was no call to arms, no in¬
vocation of the Genius of Liberty, to resist a false
construction of an act of Congress, no stirring and"
rousing paragraphs in the newspapers, no patriotic ap¬
peals to the people, and no insane declarations, such
is we now hear, that the Texan Resolutions are utter-
y void.
But, gentlemen, I will pursue no further a topic of

>ome little interest to myself, but of no great impor-
ance to you or the country. I leave it, with the single
emark, that what was true, in respect to the construc-
lon of an act of Congress in 1848, must be true, in
he same case, in 1850; and if an individual, on his
>wn authority, may declare one act of Congress void,
ie Inay> wjth equal propriety, absolve himself from
he obligations imposed on him by all other acts; his
jatn hinds him only to the observance of such laws
is he approves! How far such a sentiment is fit to
5e acted upon by men, or to be instilled into the minds
3f youth, the country must judge.
But you, and the whole country, gentlemen, are in¬

terested, most deeply, in knowing what is the prospect
3f a settlement of existing difficulties.
On this point, I am happy to say, that I can speak

with hope, if not with confidence. I think I see in¬
dications that the public judgment will, ere long, be
brought to bear upon these troublesome and excitin^
questions, and that the voice of a majority of the peo°

.iml
1 otber discordant voices. How soon this

will happen, I cannot say ; but I fully believe that the
Hoods will yet subside, that the troubled waters will
return within their banks, and the current of public
arlairs resume its accustomed and beneficent course.

1 am, gentlemen, your obliged fellow-citizen, and
obedient servant.

» « ^
DANIEL WEBSTER.

Robert H. Gardiner, Esq., and others..

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Passed at the first Session Thirty-first Congress.

Public.No. 9.
AN ACT to increase the rank and file of the army, and to

encourage enlistments.

onL'7'*/ o/Ktpr,«nMivaofthe I nited States of Americam Congress assembled. That

liCTh? ,r.fa l°'!,par,y 0, ar,illl'ry donated and terming ss
light artillery shull, during such service, consist of the com-
m.ttioned officers as now provided by lar-, and of four ser-

sstissr*". - «*<"* -
*»d be it further enacted, That the President of

£e In,ted States he and he is hereby authorized, by voluu-
tary enlistment, to increaeethe number of private, jn .

atf,Dr!lm "Rimem. 0f the army,
at present serving or which may hereafter serve, at the serel
r»l military posts on the Western frontier and at remote and
distant station*, t0 any number not exceeding seventy-fourand to cause such portions of the army as may by law to
serving on f, ot to be properly equipped and mounted when¬
ever, in his opinion, the exigency of the p0blic service m.»
require the same : Provided, That the said enlistments shall
be for the term of five years unless sooner discharged

Sec. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That whenever enlist-
menu are made at or m the vicinity of the said military porta
and remote and distant stations, a bounty equal in amount to
the cost of transporting and subsisting a soldier from the prin¬
cipal recruiting depot, in the harbor of New Yo,k. to the
plsce of such rn'Mtmenf, be and the same is hereby allowed
lo each reerun ,o end-ted, to be paid in unequal instalment,
it the end of e*h years service, so that the several amounts

,nd the largest be paid at fee expira¬
tion of each enlistment. ^

Approved, June 17, 1850.

LITERARY.

Et Iuchero, or a Mixed Dish from Mexi¬
co ; enbracing Gen. Scott's campaign, with
sketch# of Military Life in field and camp, of
the character of the country, manners, and ways
of the jeople, fyc. By Richard McSherry, M.D.
U. S. Nivy, late Acting Surgeon of Regiment of
Marinei.

This i» the rather quaint title of a very agreeable and in¬
structive Juodecirao, which has just issued from the Phila¬
delphia Pieas, and is on sale by Mr. Mobbisob, of this city.
Dr. Mc8hebrt, though not an auther by profession, is evi¬
dently a gentleman of literary taste, and a keen yet kind ob¬
server. His unobtrusive and engaging deportment smoothed
his way nto the most polite circles of Mexican society, and
thus gave aim opportunities, which he has judiciously used,
of acquaining himself with the character, manners, and cus¬
toms of th< people. On these topics bis graphic and off-hand
sketches Biggest matter for serious consideration, in regard to
a countrywhich military and political events have made so

interestio,' to ourselves. His pages bring vividly tiefore us

the unha'py truth, th^t, in Mexico, as in the country from
which sb sprung, and, indeed, in nearly if not eptirely all
the natfcns of continental Europe, society is made up of the
two extrmee.an aristocracy and a populace ; that she is ut¬
terly waiting in that middling clou which has made the
Anglo-fexon race (irosperous and mighty, and without which
no natin can have a strong heart. But, though the people of
Mexiccare not, and mainly from this want, a sturdy, inde-
pender, honest people, Dr. McSherry presents us with some

pleasiq views of their national character. It yet retains, in
the uper classes, the Castilian impress of generosity, high¬
bred ourtesy, and graceful hospitality ; and in Mexico, as in
other x»untrie*,|the kindness of the women, "when pain and
anguih wring the brow," is in blight contrast with the fierce
passi'ns of the men. The author witnessed an instance of
this ,n the conduct of a lady of San Augustin to a young
American officer of mariues, who was brought ill and dying
to the koune of which she was an inmate. Seeing in bim
not tb« enemy of her country, but a " suffering brother far
from hone and friends," this " high-born and lovely Mexican
woman prepared with her own hands such little delicacies as

only th« skilful hand of gentle woman can make acceptable to
the perverted palate of the victim of disease." The inci¬
dent is so well told, though with some redundancy of diction,
that w» do not easily refrain from here inserting this passage
of Dr. McSherry's work.
The temptation is as strong, and must also be resisted, to

extract his account of the landing of the United States troops
on the beach near Vera Cruz ; his views of the dissatisfaction
of the wealthy landholders with their Government; of its in¬
stability and oppressions ; and of the degraded and servile
condition of the Indians ; his picture of the enchanting scene¬

ry of the valley in which the city of Mexico is situated ; his
sketches of the cathedral churches, the convents, the circus,
the bull-fights, the operas, the shops, the modes of fashionable
entertainment; his notice of the abundant use and exquisite
beauty of preserved fruits, &c. &c. For these, and other
passages equally attractive, the reader must be referred to the
book itself, of which he will find the contents amply to fulfil
the promise of the title page.
We make room for a passage concerning the Jesuits and

the Mexican clergy. The Doctor, in speaking of the cathe¬
dral and churches of Mexico, says :

.'The padres of the Profesa and San Francisco bear the
best private characters of any of the regular clergy of this ci¬
ty ; the former, I believe, are allied to the Jesuits, who,
though banished from Mexico, were the most exemplary la¬
borers ever employed in this vineyard. It was for that rea¬
son, probably, that they were expelled. The Franciscans
contested the matter with them, especially upon the m;8sion-
ary field. Other orders were less successful. It would, per¬haps, be difficult to explain why, when the Jesuits were
expelled, others were allowed to remain in quiet posses¬
sion, who, without the energy, zeal, or learning of that fa¬
mous order, were not free from their imputed faults. Com¬
mon rumcr has a great deal to nay against the clergy of the
present day, who are condemned indiscriminately by most
travellers, and even their own countrymen speak of their
faults and follies without reserve, though they say there are
many good and exemplary among them. * # One re¬
mark must in justice be made of the Mexican clergy.a re¬
mark made to me by an intelligent resident.the idle and bad
are always most prominent to strangers, while the virtuous
and conscientious quietly pursue their course unseen."
Among the interesting notices in the book is the follow¬

ing, of the impression on the minds of the Mexicans of the
humanity of their conqueror, General Tatloh:
" Gen. Scott has got out of the good graces of the Mexican

ladies, by rejecting the petition of a number of them in favor
of the San Patricio prisoners, (deserters from our army.)
Reasoning after the fashion of women, from the heart, they
think it very cruel indeed to keep the pobres in irons, &c.
now that our arms are so completely triumphant.
"They want to draw a parallel between General Tylor

(Taylor) and General Escott, as they call them; they think
the former, who, they say, is beloved by the whole Mexican
nation, would not have been deaf to their prayers."
To the work are appended narratives, from official docu¬

ments, of the battles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo, and a

lint of officers of the United 8tates Army and Volunteers who
were engaged in the battles of the Valley of Mexico, under
command of General Scott, in the months of August and Sep¬
tember, 1847. These valuable papers were prepared by Da¬
vid Holmes Conrad, Esq. of Maftinsburg, Virginia, the dis*
tinguished gentleman to whom the letters which constitute
Dr. McSherry's work were addressed, and on whose recom¬

mendation they were published.
FOREIGN ITEMS.

Earthquake at Smtrsa..Smyrna has been in a state
of consternation in consequence of the continuous shocks of
earthquake. Thousands of persons have fled from their
homes, and were lodged in the open air, notwithstanding the
inclemency of the Weather, and others had taken refuge in
the vessels lying in the harbor. The Gieek Church, the
Armenian College, and the Austrian Consulate, and several
mosques, were greatly injured, and part o( the city was thrown
down ; a large rocky mountain, about four miles from the
city, has been rent; hugh masses of rock have been dislodg¬
ed, and in their fall have hurled down trees that have stood
for centuries, and overwhelmed a part of the city. The river
has been forced from its channel, and the water suddenly be¬
came brackish. All the hills surrounding the harbor are full
of fissures. Prayers to Almighty God to arrest further evil
are being put up in all the churches. It appears that the
earthquake has traversed the whole of the Archipelago, and
may be traced to the uttermost boundaries of Caramania.

Miss Jane Pobtxb, the well known authoress of the Scot¬
tish Chiefs and many other standard novels and romances,
expired at the residence of ber brother. Dr. W. Ogilvie Por¬
ter, Portlfnd-square, Bristol, on Thursday night, from a
second attack of pulmonary apoplexy. Miss Poiter was in
her 74th year, and maintained to the last moment not onlyher intellectual faculties unimpaired, but that cheerfulness of
disposition for which she had been so much adm:red duringher long life.
Novel Ambassador..The most remarkable' event in

London is the arrival there of a magnificent ambassador from
the Indian kingdom of Nepaul, at the foot of the Himalayamountains. The Prince Jung Bahadooris indeed a splendidpiece of eastern majesty, carrying on his person, it is said,
clothes worth 150,000 pounds sterling, including the pearlsand diamonds which adorn his turban. When he and his
twenty-f.»ur attendant nobles landed at Southampton, from
the Ripon steamer from Alexandria.when they mounted on
horseback and rode through the town, brilliant in the aun-
abine, the spectacle was dazzling.to be looked at with shaded
eyes and some degree of admiring wonder. These Hindoo
gentlemen, wherever they go, win respect by their dignifiedand m<dest behavior, though their habits are, as Buddhists,
rather peculiar; they will not go to a hotel, because Chris¬
tians must not cook their food ; they cooked for themselves
their poultry, kid's flesh, rice, and vegetables while on board
ship. The mission of Jung Bahadoor, who, by the way, is
Prime Minister and Commander of the Forces at Nepaul, is
to bring gifts to Quren Victdria, worth, some say, a quar¬
ter of a million in money.

PK1ENIMM AKYLUN FOR THE INHANE.
fT^HIS INSTITUTION is situated in a pleasant and healthyX part.of the country, about five miles north ot the city ofPhiladelphia. It is under the care of Dr. Joshua H. Worth-ington, Superintendent, and William and Mary I). Birdsall,Steward and Matron, and is visited weekly by a Committeeof the Mai agers.
The Asylum was tounded in the year 1813, by members ofthe Society of Friends, with a view of affording to those af¬flicted with insanity the domestic comforts usually found in aprivate family, combined with kind and efficient moral andmedieal treatment.
Application for the admission of patients may be made eitherpersonally or by letter addressed to

CHARLES ELLIS,Clerk of the Board of Managers, No. 56 Chestnut street,
Philadelphia; or to

WILLIAM BUTTLE,Secretary of the Committee on Admissions,juoe U.lj dhc No. 14 south 3d st. Philadelphia.

CONGRESS.
IN SENATE.

Saturday, June 15..In continuation. v

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill
for the adminion of California aa a State into the Union, to ea-
tablish Territorial Government* for Utah and New Mexico,
and making proposals to iVxas for the establishment of her
western and northern boundaries.
The pending motion was the following amendment offered

by Mr. Halk :

To amend the 30th section, which establishes the judicial
power of the Territory, by strikiug out in line 38th the word
"where," and the 39tb, 40th, and 41st lines to the word
"and," in the 42d line, and insert:
"In all cases in which said Supreme Court of the United

States would have jurisdiction if said cases had arisen in any
ofthe United States."
The words to be stricken out are the Mowing :
»« Where the value ofthe property or the amount in contro¬

versy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of eitherparty| or other competent witness, shall exceed $1,000."
If amended as proposed, that part of the section will read

thus j
. ." Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions ot

said Supreme Court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the
Suoreme Court of the United States, in the tame manner and
under the same regulations as from the CiHuit Courts of the
United States, in all cases in which said Supreme Court of
the United States woald have jurisdiction, it said case had
arisen in any of the United States."

Mr. HALE. Ifany gentleman haa takenthe pains to read
the report of our proceedings of yesterday, in the National In¬
telligencer of ths morning, the purpose of this amendmentwill&be perfect!' intelligible to him. The «bject of it is sim¬
ply this The bll, as it now stands, give, appellate jurisdic
tion to the 8upeme Court of the United Slates in all cases
where the amocnt of property involved exceeds two thousand
dollars. It will be seen by the constitution of the United
8tates that there is a vast range of cases in the States, where
the Supreme C<urt of the United States has appellate jurisdic¬
tion, where the amount involved does not come up to two
thousand dollars; such, for instance, as all cages where a
right is claimed under the statutes or laws of the United States.
The object of this amendment is simply to put the appellate
power of the 8upreme Court of the United States on the same
footing in the Territories as in the States.

Mr. CLAY. I believe there is no well-founded objection
to the amendment proposed by the Senator from New Hamp-sphire, and I am glad to see arising in him a spirit of improve¬
ment of the bill. At first, he and some of his co-operatorswanted to make the bill as bad aa possible, and voted against
it piecemeal or as a whole. But this is an effort to improveit, and I think the Senator ought to be encouraged in it. [A
laugh.] I shall therefore vote for his amendment.

Mr. BERRIEN. I should be glad to hear from the Sena¬
tor from New Hampshire (Mr. Hale) an explanation of the
object of this amendment.

Mr. HALE. I will endeavor to explain it. It will be
found on reference to the' Constitution of the United States
that the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the
United States is exceedingly limited. It is confined to cases

affecting ambassadors, public ministers, and consuls, and cases
in which Slates are parties to the suit. These are the only
cases in which the 8upreme Court of the United States has
original jurisdiction. Then they have appellate jurisdiction
in other cases, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions
and under such regulations as Congress shall appoint. I need
not refer the Senator from Georgia to the cases in which Con¬
gress by general legislation has given appellate jurisdiction to
the Supreme Court. He knows them well. In any case
where there is a right claimed under the laws of the United
States, where the decision by the State courts is against the
party, the parties have the right of appeal, as also in all cases
of patent laws and excise laws in the States. But cases of
this kind occurring in the Territories could not be brought up
to the Supreme Court by appeal, unless the authority was con¬
ferred by this act; and the object of this amendment is simply
to put the people of the Territories on the same footing as the
people of the States in relation to the appellate jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court of the United States.

Mr. BERRIEN. The amendment is in my opinion unne¬

cessary for the accomplishment of the object which the Sena¬
tor from New Hampshire has in view. The difficulty which
he seeks to provide against is in cases in which appeals are
transferred from the supreme jurisdiction of the State courts
to the Supreme Court of the United States. They are cases
in which appeals are taken from the distinct jurisdiction of the
State courts to the Supreme Court of the United States. The
courts of the Territories from which the appeals have been
taken have not been considered as the inferior courts from
which appeals can be taken. But in regard to the courts es¬
tablished in the Territories, they are courts established by the
authority of the United States, and appeal could be taken from
them, of course, in the various cases in which the Supreme
Court can exercise jurisdiction. The amendment, therefore,
is unnecessary, and it will defeat to a certain extent the object
which the Senator has in view. Congress has already fixed
the amount necessary to entitle this appeal from the 1 errito-
rial courts. By the bill as it originally stood an appeal can
be taken in every case involving the amount of $1,000, but
if the amendment prevails, appeal cannot be taken unless the
sum amounts to $2,000, because that is the regulation in re¬
gard to appeals from the circuit courts of (he United State?. I
submit, then, in the first place, that the jurisdiction of the Su¬
preme Court of the United States applies to all the cases that
this amendment will provide for, and in the second place that
its effect will be to limit the power of appeal instead of en¬
larging it.

Mr. HALE. I do not understand it so. I do not under¬
stand how it can be'stated by any body that these courts are
to all intents and purposes courts of the United States, and
that all acts regulating appeals from all the courts of the
United States apply to them.

Mr. BERRIEN. That is not said, but they are courts es¬
tablished by the authority of the United States, and are pro¬
vided for without any spccial provision, and any case which
occurs there involving the necessary amount may of necessity
be brought to the Supreme Court of the United States.

Mr. HALE. Then, if I understand the matter, it stands
thus : There is no appeal, as this bill stands, from the SupremeCourt created by this act for this Territory, to the SupremeCourt of the United States, except in the solitary case where
the amount of property is $1,000, to be ascertained by affida¬
vit ; that is the only casein which the Supreme Court of the
United States has appellate jurisdiction from the SupremeCourt created by this set for this Territory. Now, there is a
vast range of cases in the States where the Supreme Court ot
the United States has appellate jurisdiction, although the value
of the property might not be five dollars. My object in this
amendment is to put the citizens of this Territory upon pre¬
cisely that footing on which the citizens of the States are.
For instance, take the cases that lately came up from Massa¬
chusetts and New York, imposing taxes on alien passengers;take the cases also that came here from several other 8tates,
involving the constitutionality of license laws imposed ; and
there are a great variety of other cases. It must be recollected
that these courts in the Territories will have the jurisdiction Jwhich the 8tate, District, and Circuit courts have in the
States, and if the bill stands as it is now, they will be supremein the Territories in all matters in which the value of the pro¬
perty in controversy is not fixed by affidavit at $1,000.

Mr. WALKER. I wish to know if I understand the
amendment rightly, because, if I do, I think it is a very proper
one to be made. The appellate jurisdiction of the SupremeCourt, aa I understand it, is regulated by various seta of facts.
One case is where the appellant declares upon affidavit that a
certain amount is involved 5 another set offacts is where the con¬
struction of die constitution and laws of the United States is In¬
volved. Well, if I understand this bill, it gives appeal only on
that setof cases where the amount involved warrants it. Now,
as remarked by the Senator from New Hampshire, there are
various cases in which the facts may depend on one conatruc-
tion or another of the constitution or of the laws of the
United 8tates, but where there may be no appreciable value
in regard to the property which can be presented by affidavit,
or in any other way. Such case as that ought in my opinion to
go to the Supreme Court of the United States, to be decided, aa
a demit r resort; but this bill evidently does not provide for that,
and I can see no means to get atthe jurisdiction of such cases as
this, not falling within the category of cases over which the
Supreme Court has appellate juriadiction on account of
tha amount involved, but by some such amendment as this.
The jurisdiction of the Territorial court is confined to the
power conferred on it by Congress, and appeal is only allowed
in such cases given by expresi act of Congress, and as this
bill does not give the power of appeal in the cases referred to
by the Senator from New Hampshire, no appeal can lie.
I believe that the Supreme Court during the last term have
Jecided in the two cases brought up from VV isconsin, involv¬
ing a difficulty in the transition from a Territory to a State,
which involved the very principle now before us, and I sup¬
pose we shall probably have to ask Congress to paaa an addi¬
tional act in regard to Wisconsin. The same difficulty, itap-
pears to me, will arise, if the bill is passed in its present shspe.

Mr. PRATT. I do not know that I precisely understand
the amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire, but if
[ do, there may be more in it that has yet occurred to those
»ho have spoken on the subject. The judicial power of the
United States is limited by the constitution of the United
States. Now, if the object of this amendment is to extend
he limits which are preacribed by the constitution, of course
t is incompetent fir us to do it.
Mr. HALE, (in his seat.) I am not quite so green as

that. 1

,Mr. PRATT. I am sure the 8enator is not so green, and
I did not accuse him of it. If, under the Constitution of the
United States, the citizens of a Territory ha*e the power to
ippeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, then they
may exercise that power under the authority which is confer
red by the constitution. But if, on the contrary, the Senator
is right, and no appeal exists, then no appeal could exiat from

a case determined within the Umita of this Territory to the
Supreme Court of the United States. I submit to him, then,whether we can by our legislation confer that power f

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Maryland hear oae
a moment?

Mr. PRATT. Certainly. I want an explanation.Mr. HALE. Well, air, I wilt give one. The difficultyin the Senator's mind, it seems to me, is thia: Whilst the
original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the United Slates
is fixed by the constitution, the appellate jurisdiction is not
fixed by the constitution, but left subject to regulation byCongreaa. The original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is
exceedingly limited. AH cases relative to ambassadors, pub¬
lic ministers, consuls, and cases in which States are parties,
are the only cases in which original jurisdiction is conferred on
the 8upreme Court by the constitution. But the appellate juris¬
diction is different. That is submitted directly to the regula¬
tion of Congress, as the Senator will see from the following
« In all the cases before mentioned the supreme court shall

have appellatejurisdiction both as to law aud to faet, with such
exceptions and under such regulations as Congress shall make.

Whilst, then, the original jurisdiction must remain where
the constitution fixes it, the appellate jurisdiction is expressly
left by the constitution to be regulated by Congreaa.
Mr. PRATT. I will ask a further explanation firom the

Senator from New Hampshire. The words of hia amend¬
ment are, " in all cases in which iaid Supreme Court of tn**
United States would hare jurisdiction if said cases had arisen
in any of the United States." Now, that not only gives appel¬
late jurisdiction, but, according to the words of it, it may give,
or attempt to give, original jurisdiction.

Mr. HALE- Oh, no.
Mr. PRATT. I have not seen the amendment except in

the paper, and it was in reference to the language of it that
I desired information.

Mr. HALE. I think that will be ahown from the aection
to which it ia proposed to be added.

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable member read the
whole amendment ?

Mr. HALE. The amendment reads as followa :
" In all cases in which ssid Supreme Court of the United

States would have jurisdiction it said cases had arisen in anyof the United States."
If amended as proposed, that part of the section will read

thus.
" Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions ot said

supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Su-
preme Court of the United States, in the same manner and
under the same regulations as from the circuit courts ot the
United States, in all cases in which said Supreme Court ofthe
United States would have jurisdiction if said cases had arisen
in any of the United States."

Mr. WEBSTER. I will say to the honorable member
from New Hampshire that we have never treated the judi¬
cature of the Territories the same as the judicature ot the
States. We give a direct appeal, limited only by the
amount, and I see no reason for a departure from the usual
rule as applicable to our Territorial courts, that of the District
of Columbia, and so forth. There are a great many questions
in which it is not intended that the whole merits of the case
should come before the Supreme Court among cases arising in
the State courts. I have mentioned the cases arising on
certificate of difference of opinion between the judges. If the
gentleman from New Hampshire considers the subject, I
think he will see that the best way is to pursue the course
taken in the District of Columbia, to grant appeal in all cases
involving a certain limited amount.

Mr. CLAY. I have one or two words only to say uponthis subject. I am inclined still to think that the amendment
is a proper one, though I yield to the superior judgment of
others. If I understand the object of the Senator from New
Hampshire, it is to give a jurisdiction by way of writ of error
and appeal from the Territorial courts to the Supreme Court,
to the same extent, and that only, which exists in the courts of
the United States That I understand to be his amendment.
In the original bill, as it stands, there is a limitation of the
writ of error and appeal to a certain amount of money.one
thousand dollars. Now, let me put a case. A questionarises under the constitution, or laws, or treaties of the
United States, that the party is entitled, under the act of
1789, to bring before the Supreme Court for decision without
reference to the amount. But, if the bill remains as it now
stands, he cannot bring a question of that kind before the
Supreme Court of the United States, unless there is an
amount of one thousand dollars involved. That is the way I
understand it, and if it be so, I do not see any objection to
give the right of appeal and writ of error from the decision of
the Territorial courts to an extent commensurate with the
same right in the circuit courts of the United States.

Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) There the amount is
two thousand dollars.

Mr. CLAY. Not in the case of constitutional questions.
Mr. BERRIEN. Yes 5 in the cage of constitutional

questions. The object of the Senator from New Hampshire,
as now explained, is to give jurisdiction, by way of appeal, to
the Supreme Court of the United States irrespective of the
amount in controversy, in the cases which are provided for in
the twenty-fifth section of the Judicature Act. Now, those
cases are as follows :

"Sec. 25. And be it enacted, That a final judgment or de¬
cree, in any suit in the highest court of law or equity of a State
in which a decision in the suit could be had, where is drawn
in questton the validity of a treaty or statute of, or an authorityexercised under, the United States, and the decision is againsttheir validity; or where is drawn in question the validity of a
statute of, or an authority exercised under any State, on the

?;round ot their being repugnant to the constitution, treaties, or
aws of the United States, and the decision is in fsivor of
their validity ; or where is drawn in question the construction
of any clause of the constitution, or of a treaty or statute ot, orcommission held under the United States, and the decision is
sgainst the title, right, privilege, or exemption specially set
up or claimed by either party, under such clause of the said
constitution, treaty, statute, or commission; may be re-exam-
ined and reversed or affirmed in the Supreme Court of the
United States upon a writ of error, the citation being signedby the chief justice, or judge, or chancellor of the

_
court ren¬

dering or passing the judgment or decree complained ot, or
bya justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, in
the same manner and under the same regulations; and the
writ shall have the same effect as if the judgment or de¬
cree complained of had been rendered or passed in a circuit
court; and the proceeding upon the reversal shall also be the
same, except that the Supreme Court, instead of remandingthe cause for a final decision, ss before provided, mar, at their
discretion, if the cause shall have been once remanded before,
Sroceed to a final decision of the same and award execution,
lut no other error shall be assigned or regarded as a ground of

reversal, in any such case as aforesaid, than such as appears on
the face of the record, and immediately respects the before-
mentioned questions of validity or construction of the said
constitution, treaties, statutes, commissions, or authorities in
dispute."
Those are the cases. Well, now, what was the object of

that provision in the judiciary act of 1789 ' It was to invest
the Supreme Court of the United States with power todeiide,
on last resort, upon questions springing out of acts done by
authority of the United States. It was for this object; to
enable the United 8tates to make the interpretation of their
own laws, of their constitution, of their treaties, and of the
acts done under their authority, that this proviaion, the 25th
Bection, was introduced into the act. Whence the necessity of
giving it with regard to the Territorial courts > The answer
is, that although by the provisions of this bill you may bring
up by appeal every case which has been decided in the Terri¬
torial courts above the value of $1,000, yet that other cases.
those referred to in this section of the judidiary act.should be
transferred to the 8upreme Court of the United States by ap¬
peal, without regard to the amount which is involved. Now,
sir, that object will most certainly not be accomplished by the
intendment introduced by the Senator from New Hampshire.
He provides by it that all these cases shall be taken up by
ippeal, in the same manner as from the circuit courts of the
United States to the Supreme Court af the United States.
The section which I have read doea not apply to the circuit
courts of the United States. There, these questions, as well
u every other, are subject to a limitation of $2,000. Yo«
:annot bring up from the circuit courts any case that involves
1 question of fact, or of the constitution, or treaties, or laws
jf the United States, or any act done under its authority,unless the amount in controversy exceeds $2,000. The re-
iult of the amendment will be tbat, instead of facilitating the
transfer of cases from the Territorial to the 8upreme Court, the
number ef cases tbat will be brought up will be restricted. I
iope I am understood by the Senator from New Hampshire.Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me a moment>
Mr. BERRIEN, (yielding the floor.) Certainly.Mr. HALE. Does the Senator from Georgia mean lo sayhat a esse cannot be carried up from a circuit court of a State

o the Supreme Court of the United States unless the contro¬
versy involves an amount of $2,000 *

Mr. BERRIEN. Certainly it cannot.
Mr. WEBSTER. Of course not
Mr. HALE. I undertake to say, notwithstanding the

weight of eminent authority against me, that it is clearly the
jtber way. Wherever there is a right claimed, in a criminal
prosecution or in any other, under the constitution and laws
>f the United States, though the value of the property may
t>e entirely inappreciable, and not to be computed in dollars
ind cents, there is an appeal to the Supreme Court. In cri-
ninal cases
Mr. WEB8TER, Oh no! not at all. Thers is no

ippeal.. Will the honorable member allow me to show him
how he falls into this mistake. This is a matter wn'ch
think I have understood for thirty yesrs, and I am sure I hav»
t>een concerned in more than three times thirty cases in which
ill these questions have arisen. The law of 1789 limits
appeals from the Circuit court to the 8upretne court, to cases
in which the amount in controversy exceeds $2,000, let the
question be what it may- I will state to the gentleman how
the practical inconvenience arising from it, as it does arise

sometimes, is ordinarily averted. The circuit court conswfs
of two judges, and provision was made in the yrar 1812, if I
mistake not, that if in the trial of a cause any question should
arise, on which the two judges are opposed to each other in

opinion on a question of law, they shall certify that opposition
of opinion to the 8upreme Court, and there that question of
law shall be decided, and that wholly irrespective of the
amount of the property. That is not an appeal. Ii does not
bring up the recoid. It is not a writ of error, but it comes


