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homoge of the public heart., His bistory hos
mn:m read “in a nation’s eyes.” A nation’s
toars proclaim, with their silent eloquence, its seuse of
the national Joss. Kentucky has more than a
ghare in this national bereavement. To her itisa domes-
tic grief—to her belongs the sad privilege of being the
chief mourner, He was her fuyorite son, her pride, and
her glory. Bhe mourns for him ae amother. But let her
not mourn as those who have no hope of consolation. She
can find the richest and the noblest solace in the' memory

e mﬂm’md t exchange my dead
e, ‘1 wonld not exc
mﬁchm om.” w

life, who . g

dress you snitably on sush a theme ! 1 feel the oppres-

snegs that I cannot do it in terms adequate
to the 'uhjo‘c: or th your excited feelings. I am no Ora-
tor, nor have I come here to attempt any idle or vain-
glorious display of words; I come as a Kentuckian,

who, symps in all your feelings, presents you with
this address, as his poor offerifig, to be laid upon that
altar which you are here erecting to the memory of
Hexpy Cray. Let itnot be judged according to its own
value, but tothuEhitin.whleh it is offered.
1t would be no difficult to address you on this oc-

casion in the extravagant and rhetorical langunge that is
usual in funeral
different'treatment. The monumental name of Hexny
Crav rises .bouaall mere pcr::nnl fuvor an.:d o ‘.ds::
rejects them, and challenges the scrutin

ment of the world. The noble uses to ywhich his name
should be applied is to teach his country, by his example,
lessons of public virtue and political wisdom; to teach
patriots and statesmen how to act, how to live, and how
to die. I can but glance st a subject that spreads out in
such bright and boundless expanse before me.

Hexny Cray lived in 8 most eventful period, and the
bistory of his life for forty years has been literally that
of his country. He was so identified with the Govern-
ment for more than two-thirds of its existenece, that dur-
ing that time hardly any act, which has redounded to its
honor, its prosperity, its present rank among the nations
of the can be spoken of without calling to mind in-
voluntarily the lineaments of his noble person. It would
be difficult to determine whether in peace or in war; in
the field of legislation or of diplomacy ; in the spring-
tide of his life, or in its golden ebb, \:)wcm the highest
honor. Itcan be mo disparagement to any one of his
contemporaries to 8ay, ¢hat, in all the points of practical
statesmanship, he encountered no superior in any of the
employments which his constituents or his country con-
ferred upon him. :

For the reason that he had been so much and so con-

stantly in the public eye, an elaborate review of his life
will not be expected of me. All that I shall attempt will
be to sketol a few leading traits, which may serve to give
those who have had fewer opportunities of observation
then I had, something like a just idea of his publio cha-
racter and services. If, in doing this, I speak more at
large of the earlier than of the later period of his life, it
is because, in regard to the former, theugh of vast conse-
quence, interyening years Lave thrown them somewhat in
the back ground.
- Passing by, therefore, the prior service of Mr. Clay in
the Benats for brief periods in 1806 and '10-'11, I come
at once to his Speakership in the Hounse of Representa-
tives, and his uent agency in the war of 1812,

To that war our country is indebted for much. of the
security, freedom, ty, snd reputation which it
now enjoys.. [t has been truly said by one of the living
sotors in that perilous era, [Hon. Mr.thlluun.] that the
very acl of going fo war was heroic. DBy the mgnmy of
the naval power of England, the fleets of all Europe had
been swept from the seas; the banner of the United
States alone floated in solitary fearlessness. England
seemed to encircle the earth with her navies, and to be
the undisputed mistress of the ocean. We went out upon
the deep with a sling in our hands, When, in all time,
were such fearful odds seen a5 we had against us?

The events of the war with England, so memorable,
and even wonderful, are teo familiar to all to require any
particular recital on this occasion. Of that war—of its
causes and consequences—of its disasters, its bloody bat-

tles, and its glorious by land und sea, history,
and our own official records, have given a faithful narra-
tive. A just national pride has engraven that narrative

upon our hearts. But even in the fiercest conflicts of
that war there was nothing more truly hercie than the
declaration of it by Congress,

Of that declaration—of the incidents, nal influ-
enoes, and anxious deliberations, which preceded and led
to it—the history is not so well or generally known. The
more it is known, the more it will appear how important
was the that Mr. Clay scted, and how much we are
indebted to him for all the glorious and beneficial issues
of, the declaration of that war, which has not insppro-

rately been called the Second Wer of /i

The public greunds of the war were the injustice, in-
jury, and insults inflicted on the United States by the
Government of Great Britain, then engaged in a war of
maratime edicts with Franoe, of which the commerce of
the United Btates swu the wietim; our mhntdnhipc
being captured by British cruisers on every sea, nnd con-
huwl“gy her ngnrlu, in utter contempt of the rights of
this nation ss an independent Power., Added to this,
and more offensive than even those outrages, was the ar.
rogation, by thesame Power, of a righttosearch American
vessels, for the purpose of imp seamen from ves-
sels sailing under the American flag. These ons
upon our national rights consti undou y, justi-
fisble cause of war. With equal justice on our part, and
on the same grounds, (impresasment of seamen exoepted, )
we should have been wirranted in war ngainst
France also ; but common sense (not to speak of policy)
forbade our with two pations at once, and dic-
tated the selection, as an adversary, of the one that had
power, which the other had not, to carry its arbitrary
edicts into fulleffect. The war was really, on our part, a
war for national existence.

When Congress assembled in November, 1811, the crisia
was upon us. But, as may be readily imagined, it conld
be no easy matter to nerve the heart of Congress, all un-
prepared for the dread encounter, to take the step, which
there could be no retracing, of a declaration of war.

Nor sould that task, in all probability, ever bhave been
sccomplished, but for the conturrence, purely actidental,
of two circumstances: the one, the presence of H.a,nr;
Clay in the chair of the &opulu branch of the National

; snd the other, that of James Monroe, as
Hecretary of State, in the Executive Administration of
the Government.

Mr. Monroe had returned but s year or two before
from a course of publio service abroad, in which, as Min-
ister Pleni , he had represented the United
Htates at the several courts, in snocession, of France,
Spuin, and @reat Britain, From the last of these mis-
sions he had come home thoroughly di with the
contemptuous manner in which the rights of the United
Htates were treated by the belligerent Powers, and es
cially by England. This treatment, which even extended
to the intercourse hetween their Ministers and
the representatives of this country, he considered ae in-
dicative of a settled determination c¢n their pre-
suming upon the supposed inoapacity of this Government
for war—to reduce to syatem a course of conduct ealoulated
to debase and prostrate us in the eyes of the world. Rea-
sponing thus, he had brought hia mind to a serious and firm
conviction that the rights of the United States, as & na-
tion, would never be respeoted by the Powers of the Old
World until this Government summoned up resolution to
resent such usage, not by argumentsnnd protests merely,
but by an appesl to arms. Full of this sentiment, Mr.
etk by Ll % fhe. st & G Soeh
least or ' o 0
the t of State. That sentiment, and the fesl.
wo have thus necounted for, Mr. Monroe soon
communicated to his nssocintes in the Oabinet,
some degree, it might well be supposed, to the great
statesman then st the head of the Government,

The tone of President Madison's first message to Con-

n?m"" 6, 1811,) a few months only nfter Mr.
r 's nocession to the Cabinet, can | S
doubt in any mind of sach having been the case, %u

throughout of the gravest onst, reciting the
::.ud N ions of Great Britain, ns demand-

ing resistance, urging upon Congreas the duty of
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ing and cultivating the good will of all, he

M t ‘sources we v f .

| self of the right then freely used by the Speaker, to en-

t, persuasion,
| remonstrance, ridicule, and upro‘:g. he swept before

orations. But my subject deserves o |

{Ghent.  His part in that Convention was such as might

and, in-

f the committees raised upon the

sage. Upon the select committee of nine
which was, referred *“ so much of the measage as relates
to our foreign relations,” he a;
from among the fast friends o
all'of them being new members, and yo than him-
self, though he was not then more than -five years
tis impossible, ut this day, to call to mind the
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constituted with a view to the event

mind of the Speaker. There can be no question that
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;hmo# gmdﬁmuk’ol’ Great Britain on our national

such o mind as that of Mr. Clay
, In this emergency he acted for his country as

he would, in & ngn case, hn’ve’ aoted fer himself.

never

i

from any responsibility, nor cowered before any
danger. then a year before his accession to the
House of R tives he had, in a debatein the Sen-

ten occasion to say that * he most sincerely desired
an
ut of all dﬂ:‘mu.ﬁmgu, to one -fhh any
nation ; b persisted in o denial of justice
"%n that all hearts would unite in
18 vindicatio uﬂmg It was in |
“snimated to increased oy by inter-
18 from the same quarter, that Me. Czay

the House of VEE. | i
Early in the second month of the session, availing him-

us, b
a bold

gage in discussions while the House was in Committee of
the Whole, he dashed into the debates upon the measures
of military and naval preparation recommended by the
President, and reported upon fayverably by the committee.
He avowed, without reserve; that the object of this pre-
n was war, and war with Great Britain,
* In thest debates he showed his fumiliarity with all the
‘weapons of popular oratory. In a tempest of eloquence,
in which he wielded alternately

him all opposition to the high resolve to which he ex-
horted Congress. To theargument (for example) agalnst
preparing for o war with England, founded tipon the idea
of her being engaged, in her conflict with France, in
‘fighting the battles of the wold, he replied that such a
purpose would be best nchieved by a scrupulous obser-
vanee of the rights of others, and by mpacting' that
public law which she professed to vindieate.  T%en,”
said he, ‘“she would command the sympnthies of the
‘world. Butwhat are we required to do by those who
‘would engage our feelings and wishes in her behalf?
* To bear the actual cuffs of her arrogance, that we may es-
‘cape a chimerical French subjugaticn. We are called
‘upon to submit to debasement, dishonor, and disgrace;
‘to bow the neck to royal insolence, as a course of pre-
‘paration for manly resistance to Gallic invasion ! What
‘ nation, what individual, was ever taught in the schools
$ 3{ ignominious submisyion these patriotic lessons of free-
* dom and independence!” And to the argnment that this
Government was unfit for any war but a war against in-
vagion—so signally since disproved by actusl events—he
exclaimed, with characteristic vebemence, * What! is it
‘not equivalent to invasion, if the mouth of our harbors
¢ and outlets are blocked up, and we are denied egress
‘from our own waters ! Or, when the burglar is at our
¢ door, shall we bravely sally forth and repel his fellonious
‘ entrance, or meanly skulk within the cells of the castle !
¢ % % % What! shall it be said that our amor patrise
“is located at these desks; that we pusillanimously cling
‘to our seats here, rather than boldly vindieate the most
¢ inestimable rights of our country "

* Whilst in debate upon other occasions, at nearly the
same time, he showed how well he eould reason upon
a question which demanded argument rather than de-
clamation. To his able support of the proposition of
Mr. Cueves to add to our then small but galiant navy
ten frigates, may be ascribed the success, though by
a lean majority, of that proposition. Replying to

the objection urged with zeal by certain members, that
navies were ug to li he argued that the
source of this was in ““ Gentlemen

fear," said he, ‘‘that if we provide n marive, it will
“produce collision with foreign nations, plunge us into
“war, and ultimately overturn the constitution of the
‘gountry. Bir, if you wish to avoid foreign collision,
¢ you had better abandon the ocean, mrnuﬂr all your
‘{ commerce, give up all your prosperity. It is the thing
‘ protected, mot the instrument of protection, that in-
“volves you in war, Commerce engenders collision, gol-
‘lision war, and war, the argument supposes, leads to
‘despotism. Would the counsels of that statesman be
‘ deemed wise, who would recommend that the nation
‘ should be unarmed ; that the art of war, the martial
‘ sﬁirit and martinl exercises, should be prohibited ; who
‘ should declare, in a word, that the great body of the
¢ g:oph should be taught that national happiness was to
¢ be found in perpetusl peace alone 1"

While Mr. Cray, in the Capitol, was, with his trumpet
tongue, rousing Congress to prepare for war, Mr. Mox-
®OE, the Secretary of State, gave his powerful co-opera-
tion, and lent the Nestor-like sanetion of his age and ex-
perience to the bold measures of his young and more
ardent compatriot. It was chiefly through their {earless
influence that Co was gradually warmed up to a
war spirit, and to the adoption of some preparatory mea-
sures, dButT:a actual declaration of war had yet been
proposed. ere was a strong opposition in Congress,
and the President, Mr. Mavisox, hesitated to recommend
it, only because he doubted whether Congress was yet
sufficiently determined and resolved to maintain mui a
declaration, and to maintain it to aM the extremitios of war.
The influence and counsel of Mr. Cray again prevailed.
He waited upon the President, at the head of n deputation
of Members of Congress, and assured him of the readi-
ness of & majority of Con to vote the war if recom-
mended by him. UE\IH s the President immedistely
recommended ilhly is message to Congress of the first
Monday of June, 1812. A bill declaring war with Great
Britain soon followed in , and, after o discussion
in secret session for a few 8, became a law. Then

the war,

hen the doors of the House of Representatives were
opened,, the dc:‘tufw.l;ldeh had taken place in secret ses-
on were spoken o repeated, and it appeared, ns
must have been expeoted by all, that Mr. Clay had been the
great defender and ohampion of the declaration of war,
Mr. Cray continued in the House of Representatives
for some time after the commencement of the war, and
ba assisted in doing all that could be done for it in
the way of legislation, was withdrawn from his tion
in Congress to share in the deliberations of the great Con-
ference of American and British Commissioners held at

have been expected from his edurse in Congress, w
toned and high-spirited, despairing of e

T need not add, but for form, that, noting in this spirit,
Mr. Clay and his patriotie and nble nesociates sucoceded
beyond all the hopes at that time entertained at home in
making u treaty, which, in putting a to the war, if
it did not ncoomplieh every thing contended for, saved and
seoured at all points the honor of the United States.

Thus began and ended the war of 1812.  On our

it was and n , and, in its results, eminently
beneficial and honorable.

The benefits of it have extended to all the world; for
in vindieating our own maritime rights we established the
freedom of the seas to all nations, and since then no one
of them has arrogated or exercised any supremsocy npon
that ocean, given by the Almighty as the common and
equal inheritance of all,

To Hewny Crav, as its chief mover and author, belongs
the statesman's portion of the glory of that war; and to
the same Henry Clay, as one of the makers and signers
of the treaty by which it was terminated, belong the
blessings of the peaco-mnker. His crown is made up of
the jewels of peace and of war. y

Prompt to take up arms to resent our wrongs and vin-
diente our national rights, the return of e wns yol
gladly hailed by the whole country. And well it might
be. Our military character, at the lowest point of degra-
dation when we dared the fight, had been retrieved : the
national honor, insulted at all the courts of Burope, had
been redeemed ; tho freedom of the seas secured to our
flag and all who sail under it; and, what was most infin-
entinl in inspiring confidence at home, and assuring re-
apect shroag: wae the demonatration, by the resalt of the
Inte confliot, of the competency of this Government for
effective war, as it had before proved itself for all the du-
ties of a senson of pence.

The Congress which sucoeeded the war, to a seat.in
which Mr. Clay was elected whilst yet abroad, exhibited
the features of » national jubilee, in place of the gravity
and almost gloom which had settled on the conntenance
of the snme body during the latter part of the war and of
the conferences nt (thent. Joy shone on every fase. Just-

has that heen termed ** the era of feoling, "

placed in the chair of the House .
tiven, and all-important questions belng then considered
a8 in-Oammitteo of the Whole, in which the Spesker de-
soends to the floor of the MHouse, Mr. Clay dis ahed
himsell in the debates every question of interest
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glu,p.g . On the 8d of April, 1820, he renewed his
onition {:ﬂhe recognition of Bouth A.neriml::::

pendence, and finall a opposi
not only in puuing{t through the House of Representa-

tives, but in inducing that

extraordinary course of it to the President
by & committee, for the purpose. Of |
that committee Mr. Clay was the chairman, and, at ite

I Kcﬁu’mldﬂndul assigned them, In the year
. 18“13’ . Clay's noble a{erﬁm on this great mgjeot.

crowned with complete suocess, by the President's

recognition of SBouth American independence, with
the sanction of Conm

1t requires some  exertion, at this day, to turn our
minds back, z‘dnmntwpl_au the vast importance of the
revolutions in progress in Houth America, as the
subject was then presented, with all the uncertainties and
perils thet surrounded it. Those revolutions constituted

| » grest movement in the moral and political world, B
tbilr: results great interests and gtnt?rlndplu,uthm g

out the o ‘world, and
h"g might and pro
- . A

its ehml:r were suited
intelloct. He saw before him,

- p;v?;mmu?;gm y paopll; that Bpanish
or oes, & te oast ol t oppres-
sion and tyranny which for three hundred years had
we:ﬁhed them down, and seeking to reclsim and re-esta-
blish their long-lost liberty and independence. He saw
them not only sm:mltng. but succeeding ; nnd, with their
naked bands, breaking their chains, and driving their op-

ressors before them. But the conflict was not yet over;

pain etill continued to wage formidable and desperate
hostilities ngainst her colonies, to reduce them to sub-
mission,. They were still straggling snd bleeding, and
the result yet depended on the uncertain issue of war,

Whilt a spectacle was there presented to the contem-

lation of the world! The prime object of attention and
nterest there to be seen wus man struggling for
hberty. That was enough for Hewny Cray. His generons
soul overflowed with sympathy. But this was not all;
there were graver and higher considerations that belong-
ed to the subject, and these were all felt and apprecinted
by Mr. Clay. 5
. IfSouth Amerien was resubjugated by Spain, she would,
in effect, become European, and relapse into the system
of European policy—the system of legitimacy, mo A
and sbsolutism; on the other hand, if she succeeded
establishing her independence, the cﬁw&a of free insti-
tutions would be establighed with it, and republics
kindred to our onmldriaeurtopmmt, extend, and
defend the rights and liberties of mankind,

It wus not, then, a mere struggle betgeen Spain and
her colonies. Tn its consequences, at least, it went much
further, and, in effect, was n contest between the great
untagonist principles and systems of arbitrary Euro
Governments and of free American Governments. o
ther the millions of people who inhabited, or were to in-
habit, Bouth America, were to become the victims and the
instruments of the arbitrary prineiple, or the supporters
of the free principle, was a question of momentous conse-
quence now and in all time to come.

With these views Mr. Cray, from sympathy and policy,
embraced the cause of South American ence,
He proposed no actual {utervention in her bebalf, but he
wished to aid her with all the moral power and encourage-
ment that could be given by a welcome recognition of her
by 'I}h?:i Gov;umment &r the United States. :

o him belongs the distinguished honor of being first
among the statesmen of the E:rld to n‘iuﬂ plead
the cause of South America, and to se and € the
rec‘ugnition of her independence. And his own edtntry
is indebted to him for the hpnor of being the rqmﬁnn
to offer that recoguition, '

When the magnitude of the subject and the weight[y

lly in our own coun-

its various States,

interest and consequences attached to it are consid

it seems to me that there is no more palmy day in the
life of Mr. Clay than thst in which, at the head of his
committee, he presented to the President the resolution
of the House of Representatives in favor of the recog-
nition of South American independence. On that ooon-
sion he appears in all the sublimity of his nature, and
the statesman, invested with all the sympathies and feel-
ings of huwanity, is enlarged and ted into the cha-
racter of the friend and guardian of universal liberty.

How far South America may have been aided or influ-
enced in her struggles by the on of our Govern-
ment, or by the noble appeals wi Mr. Clay had pre-
viously uliund, in her behalf, to Congress and to the
world, I cannot say; but it is known that those speeches
were read at the head of her armies, and that grateful
thanks were returned. It is nmot too much to suppose
that he exercised great influence in her affairs avd
destinies.

Years after the first of Mr. Clay’s noble exertions in the
cause of South America, and some time after those exer-
tions had led the Government of the United States to re-
cognise the new States of South Americs, they were also
recognised by the Government of Great Britain, and Mr,
Caxsing, her Minister, there took cccasion to say,
in the House of Commons, * there (alluding to Bouth
America) [ have called a mew world into existence!”
That was a vain boast. ITit ean be said of any man, it
must be said of Henry Clay that Ae called that  new
world into existence,”"*

Mr. Crax was the Father of the policy of Internal Im-
provement by the General Government. The expediency
of such legislation had indeed been suggested, in one
his later annunl messages to Congress, by President Jef-
ferson, and that s tion was revived by President
Madison in the last of Ais annusl m . The late
‘Bank of the United States hiaving been then just establish-
ed, o bill passed, in supposed conformity to Mr, Madi-
son's recommendation, for setting aside the annual bonus,
to be paid by the Bank, as a fund for the purposes of In-
ternal Improvement. This bill Mr. Madison very unex-
pectedly, on the last day of the term of his office, returned
to the House of Representatives without his signature,
assigning the reasons for his withholding it—reasons
which related rather %o the form than the
recommending an amendment to the Constitution to con-
fer upon Congress the necessary power to oarry out that

licy. The bill of conrse fell J:n!gh for that session.

hile this bill was on its Mr. Clay had spoken
in favor of it, declaring his own decided opinion in favor
of the constitationality and expediency of the measure.
Mr. Moxnok, immedistely sucoeeding Mr. Madison in the
Presidency, introduced into his first annual message a
declaration, in advance of any tion on the subject,
of a settled conviotion on his mind that Congress did not
possess the right to enter upon a system of Intornal Tm.-
provement. But for this deolaration, it may be doubted
that the subjeot would have been again agitated so soon
after Mr. Madison's veto, The threst of a recurrence to
that resort by the new Prosident roused up a spirit of de-
fiance in the popular branch of Congress, and
in the lion heart_of Mr. Cuav; and by his advice and
counsel a resolution was introduced declaring that €on-
gross has power, under the Constitution, to make appro-
priations for the construetion of mill roads, t-
roads, aud catinls. Upon this proposition, in committee
of the whole House, Mr. Cray attacked, with all his
powers of argument, wit, and raillery, the interdiction in
the message, He considered that the question was now
one between the Executive on the one and the re-
presentatives of the people on the other, and that it was
#0 understood by the country ; that if, by the communica-
tion of his opinion to Congress, the President mtended to
t disonssion, he had ** most wofully failed ;" thatin
ving (Mr. Clay had no doubt with the best motives)
volunteered his opinions upon the subject, he had ** inverted
the order of le on by beginning where it should end ;"
and, after an able am{ unanswerable argument on the
question of the power, concluded by saying: “Jf we do
* nothing this sescion but pass an abstract rexolution on the
¢ sulject, 1 shall, under all circumstances, consider it a
* triumph for the best interests of the country, of which
‘ posterity will, if we do not, reap the benefit.” And the
nbstract resslution did , by n vote of 90 to 7H ; and a
triumph it was which Mr. Clay had every right to consider
ns his own, and all the more grateful to his feelings be-
onuso he had hardly hoped for it.

Referring to the final success, at a distance of thirty-
five years of the principle thus established, in the recent
passage by Congress of the sctfor the improvement of
certain of the ports and harbors and navigable rivers of
the country, let ‘ Posterity” not forget, on this scoasion,
to what honored name is undoubtedly due the credit of
the first legisiative assertion of the power.

Mr. Clay was, perhaps, the only man since Washington
who could have asid, with entire truth, as he did, ** / had
rather be right than 8¢ President.” Honor and patriotism
were his great and distinguishing traits. The first had
its -rﬂns nnd support ih his fenrless spirit; the second
| in his peonliar of sentiment. It was those
two principles whioh ever throw his whole soul into every

® Boe Mr, Rush's lettor to Mr. Clay, 15t vol. Colton's Life

that game up, and was the suthor, during that and fol-

of Henry Clay.
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gh- | United Btates west of the Mississippi. . During the con-

of | question was yet in suspense. Mr.

i ey mevs
.

covemant ;

the doom of a traitor on sny one who would dare to todoh |
it with hostile hands, 1t was the ardor of this devotion
W, and to the sheet-anchor of ite liberty and
safety, nion of the States, that rendéred him 8o con-
Tawu in every conflict that threatened either one or
¢ other wi . All are familiar vithhhmhz
great straggle for his country, w
of the Union trembled under 3 fierce
sectional agitation, so happily adjusted and pacified by
ures of compromise which he proposed in
and which were in the end in substance adopt-
That brilliant epoch in his history is fresh in the
’ of all who hear me, and will never be tten
by them. An equally glorious success schieved by his
patriotism, his rescluteness, and the great power of his
» Was one which few of this assefbly are old’
vidly to remember, but which, in the memory
of those who witnessed the effort and the sucoess of
greatest triumph of his master spirit, will ever live the
most interesting in the life of the great statesman. I
mean the muom_-i controversy. Then, indeed, did oom-
mon ¢ quail, and hope seem to' shrink before the
%mw that burst upon and threatened to overwhelm the
Into the history of what is still familiarly known as the
* Missouri question,” it is not necessary, if time would
allow, thut I should enter ut any length, The subject of
the controversy, s ull my hearers know, was the dispo-
sition of the House of Representatives, manifested on
more one oceasion, and by re votes, to require,
dition of the admission of the Territory of Mis-
souri into the Union as n State, the tual prohibition
of the introduction of slavery into the Territories of the

§

flict to whieh this proposition gave rise in 1
bates were from the e

Fomm: g on one oceasion, it is stated, for
ur and & half hours without intermission. A bill finsl-
ly passed both Houses suthorizing the people of the Ter-
ritory of Missouri to form a constitution of Btate Govern-
ment, with the prohibition of slayery restricted to the ter-
ritory lying north of 86° 30 of north latitude.

This waa in the first session of the sixteenth Congress,
Mr. Clay still being vof the House. On the ap-

roach of the second session of this Congress, Mr. Clay

eing compelled by his private affairs to remain at home,
forwarded his resignution as Speaker, but retained his
seat as 8 member, in view of the pendency of this ques-
tion. Mr. Taylor, of New York, the zealous advocate of
:]wgvrohbiﬁm of slavery in Missouri and elsewhere in
the West, was chosen Speaker to succeed Mr. Clay. This
fact, of itself, under all the circumstances, was ominous
of what mw follow. Alarmed, agpumdy. at this as-
pect of things, Mr. Clay resumed his seat in the House
on the 16th of January, 1821. The eonstitution formed
by Missouri and transmitted to Congress, under the au-
thority of the act passed in the preceding session, con-
tained a provision (superfluous even for its own object)
making it the duty of the Geperal Assembly, as soon s
might be, to paés an act to prevent free negroes and mu-
Inttoes from coming to or settling in the State of Missouri
‘““upon avy pretext whatever.” The reception of the con-
stitution with this offensive provision in it was the signal
of discord apparently irreconcileable; when, just as it
had risen to its heigh!., Mr. Clay, on the 16th of Janua-
ry, 1821, resumed his seat jn the House of Representa-
tives. Less than six weeks of the term of Congress then
remsined. The great hold which he had upon the affec-
tions, as well as the respect, of all parties, induced upon
his arrival a momen lull in the tempest. He at once
engaged earnestly and solicitously in counsel with all par-
ties in this alarming controversy, and on the 2d of Febru-
ary moved the appointment of a committee of thirteen
members to consiger the subject. The report of thateom-
mittee, after four days of confercnce, in which the feel-
ings of all parties had clearly been consulted, notwith-
stinding it was most earnestly supported by Mr. Clay in
n speech of such power and pathos as to draw tesrs from
many hearers, was rejected by a vote of 83 nays to 80
yeas, No one, not & witness, ¢an conceive the intense
a:ait;mmtl which existed at this moment within nm:h with-
out the walls of Congress, a vated as it was by the ar-
rival of the day for uountingg EI:: eleotoral votes for Presi-
dent and Viee President, amongst which was tendered the
vote of Missourl as a State, though not yet admitted as
such. Her vote was disposed of by being counted hypo-
thetically—that is to say, that with the vote of Missouri,
the then state of the general yote would be so and so;
without it, so and so. F:her vote, admitted, would have
changed the resull, po one ean pretend to say how disas-
trous the eonsequences might not have been.

On Mr. Clay alone now rested the hopes of all rational
and dispassionate men for a final adjustment of this ques-
tion ; and one week only, with three days of grace, re-
mained of the existence of that Congress,” On the 224 of
the month, Mr. Clay made a last effort, by moving the
appointment of a joint committee of the two Houses, to
consider and report whether it was expedient or not to
make provisiou for the admission of Missouri into the
Union on the same footing of the original States: and if
not, whether gny other provision, adapted to her notual
condition, ought to be made by law. The motion was
agreed to, and a committee of twenty-three members ap-
pointed by ballot under it. The report by that commit-
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The great objeots of his’'
and strengthen the Union; te maintain the Consti

and laws of the United States; to cberish ladmi to
protect labor ; and facilitate, by all proper nati im-
provements, the communication between all the parts of
our widely-extended country, This was his American
system of policy. With inflexible patriotism he pursued
and advocated it to his end. e was every inch an Ame-
rican. His heart, and all that there was of him, were
devoted to his country, to its liberty, and its free insti-
tutions. He inherited the spirit of the revolution, in the
midst of which he was born; and the love of liberty and
the pride of freedom were in him principles of action.

A remarkable trait in his character was his inflexibility
in defending the public interest against all schemes ';E

i

its detriment. Iis exertions were, indeed, so steadi
employed and so often suceessful in protecting the pu
against the injurious designs of ﬂsronlry politicians or
arty demugogues, that he may be almost said to have

n, during forty years, the guardian angel of the coun-
try. He never would compromise the public interest for
an{' body, or for any advantage to himself,

e was the advocaté of liberty throughout the world,
and his voice of cheering was raised in belnlf of every
people who struggled for freedom. Greece, nwakened
from a long sleep of servitude, heard his voice, and was
reminded of her own, Demosthenes. Bouth Americn, too,
in her struggle for independence, heard his brave words
of encouragement, and her fainting heart was snimated,
and her arm made strong.

Hexey Cray was the fair representative of the
which he lived ; anage which forms the great and
est era in the history of man; an taemlnr with new
discoveries and developments, extending in all directions’
the limits of human knowl exploring the agencies |
physical world, and turning snd sub-
{m::ins them to thw of moan; unfolding mduuah-
g practicslly -the greatt . popular rights
and freé governments, and which, m; doiﬁdn'gr?no-"
thing fearing, still advances in majesty, and
demanding er improvement and
tion of the condition of mankind. ' A

With the chivalrous and benignant spirit of this great
era Henry Clay was thoroughly imbued. He was indeed
moulded by it, and made in its own image. That spirit,
be it remembered, was not one of licentiousness, or tur-
bulence, or blind innovation. It was a wise spirit, good
and honest as it was resolute and brave ; and truth
Jjustice were its companions and guides,

These noble qualities of truth and justice were con-
spicuous in the whole public life of Mr. Clay. Ou that
solid foundation ke stood, erect and fearless; and when
the storms of Btate beat around and threatened to over-
whelm him, his exclamation was still heard, * truthis
mighty and public justice certain,”” What s magnificent
and heroic figure does Hexry Cray here p t to the
world! We can but stand before and look upon it in silent
reverence. His appeal was not in vain; the passions of
party subsided; truth and justice resumed their sway,
and his generous countrymen repaid him, for all the
rrmg they bad done, with gratitude, affection, and ad-
miration in his life, and with tears for his death,

It has been objected to Henny Cuay that he was am-
bitious. 8o he was. Butin him ambition was s virtue.
It sought only the proper, fair objects of honorable am-
bition, and it sought these by honorable means only—by
50 serving the country as to deserve its favors and its ho-
norss If he sought office, it was for the purpose of en-
abling him, by the power it would give, to serve his coun-
try more effectually and pre-eminently ; and, if he expect-
ed and desired thereby to advance his own fame, who will
say that was a fault ! Who will say that it was a fault
to seek and to desire office for any of the personal gratifi-
cations it may afford, so long as those gratifications are
mude subordinate to the public good ?

That Henry Clay's object in desiring office was to serve
his country, nnd that he would have made all other con-
giderations subservient, | have no doubt. I knew Lim
well; I had full opportunity of observing him in his most
unguarded moments and conversations, snd I can say
that 1 have vever known & more unselfish, a more faith-
ful or intrepid representative of the people, of the le's
righte, and the people's interests than Heory Clay. It
was most fortunate for Kentucky to have such A repre-
sentative, and most fortunate for him to have such a odn-
stituent as Kentucky—fortunate for him to have been
thrown, in the early and susceptible period of his life,
into the primitive society of her bold and free people. As
one of ber children, | am pleased to think that from that
source be derived some of the magnanimity and energy
which his after life so signally displayed. I am pleased
to think that, mingling with all his great qualities, there
was & sort of Aentuckysem, (I shall not undertake to define
it,) which, though it may not have polished or refined,
gave to them wdditional point and power, and a freer
scope of action.

Mr. Cray was s man of profound judgment and strong
will. He never doubted or faltered: all his qualities were
positive and peremptory ; and to his convictions of pub-
lic duty be saorificed every personal ponsideration,

With but little knowledge of the rules of logic or of
rhetorie, he was a great debater and orstor. There was
no art in his eloquence, no studied contrivances of lan-
guage. It was the nstural eutpouring of & great and ar-
dent intellect. In his speeches there were none of the
trifles of mere fancy and imagination; all was to the sub-_
jeet in hand, and to the purpose; nnd they may be re-

in
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er ameliora-

tee (a’modification of the previously reected report) was
ratified by the House, but by the close vote 87 to 81, The
Senate concurred, and so this distracting question was at
Inst settled, with an acquiescence in it by all parties,
which has never been since disturbed.

I have already spoken of this as the great triumph of

. Clay; I might bave said, the greatest civil triumph
ever achieved by mortal man. It was one towards which
the eombination of the highest ability and the most com-
man eloquence would have labored in vain. There
would still have been wanting the ardor, the vehemence,
the impetuousness of character of Henry Clay, under the
influenge of which he sometimes overleaped all barriers,
and carried bis point literally by storm. One inocident of
this kind is well remembered in connexion with the Mis-
souri question. It was in an evening sitting, whilst this
ay had made a mo-
tion to allow one or two memben’;o v;:o who had hu::
absent when their names were called. ° Ertlklr. !
Taylor,) who, 1o a paturally equable tem ﬂuh&ﬂl
& most provoking calmness of manner wi all around
him was excitement, blandly stated, for the information
of the gentleman, that the motion *‘ was not in order.”
Mr, Clay then moved to the rule forbidding it, so
af to allow him to make the motion; but the Speaker,
with imperturbable serenity, informed him that scoording
to the Rules and Orders such & motion, could not be re-
ceived without the unanimous consent of the House
“ Then,” eaid Mr. Clay, exerting his voice even beyond
its highest wont, “1 move to suspend ALL the rules of the
House, Away with them! Is it to be endured that we
shall be trammeiled in our action by mere forms and
technicalities at & moment like this, when the peace, and
perhaps the existence, of this Usion is st stake 1"

Be?;u those to which I bave alluded, Mr. Clay rr-
formed many other signal public services, any one of which
would have llustrated the character of any other American
statesman. Among these we cannot refrain from men-
tioning his measures for the protection of Amerioan in-
dustry and his compromise messures of 1833, by which
the countrr was relieved from the d and tions
roduced by the dootrine and t of ‘“nullification.” |
deed his name is identified with all the t measures |

vernment during the long period of his public life.

t the occasion does not permit me to proceed further
with th: review of his public servioes. ﬁliwry will re-
cord them to his honor,

Hexey Crax was indebted to no adventitious circum-
stances for the success and glory of his life. Bprung from
an hum'le stock, he ** was fashioned to much honor from
his cradle ;" and he achieved it by the noble use of the
means which God and nature had given bim. e was no
scholar, and had none of the advantages of collegiate
education. But there was a * divinity that stirred within
him." He was n man of genius mighty enough to supply
all the defects of education. By its keen, penetrating
obeervation, its quick apprehension, Ms comprehensive
amd clear conception, he gathered knowledge without the
study of books; he could draw it from the fountain-head
pure and andefiled. It was unborrowed—the acquisition
of his own observation, reflection, and experience, and
all his own. It entered into the composition of the man,
forming part of his mind, and strengthening and prepor-
ing him for all those great scenes of intellectual exertion
or controversy in which his life was spent. His armor
was always on, and he was ever ready for the battle

This mighty genius was sccompanied, in him, by sl
the qualities necessary to sustain its sotion and to make
it irresistible.  His person was tall and commanding, and
his demeanor

* Lofty and sour to them that loved him not; ° )
But to those men that songht him, sweet as sommer.’

He was direst and honest, ardent and fearless, prompt
to form his opinions, always bold in their avowsl, and
somelithes l-”tnoul or even rash, in their vindication.
In the performance of his duties he feared no responsi-
hilmy. He scorned all evasion or untruth. No pale
thonghts éver troubled his decisive mind. ' Be just and
fear not” was the sentiment of his hesrt and the princi-
ple of his setion. It regalated his conduct in private and

ublic life; all the ends he simed at were his country’s,
is God's, and trath's.

Such was Huwny Cray, and such were his talents,
qualities, and objects. Nothing bat suocess and honor
could sttend wuch a character. I'have adverted briefly
to some portions of hi= publio life. For nearly balfl a
century ho was an informing apirit, s brillisnt and heroic

of

garded as great actions of the mind rather than fine dis-
playe of words. 1 doubt whether the eloquence of De-
mosthenes or Cicero ever exercised a greater influence
over the minds and passious of the people of Athens and
of Rome than did Mr. Ciay’s over the minds and passions
of the people of the United States,

You all knew Mr. Cray: your knowledge and recollec-
tion of him will present him more vividly to your minds
than any picture I can draw of him. This I willadd: he
was, in the highest, truest sense of the term, a great man,
and we ne'er shall look upon his like again. Hé has gone
to join.the mighty d in another and better world.
How little is there of such a man that can die! His fame,
the memory of his benefactions, the lessons of his wis-
dom, all remain with us; over these death hasno power,

How few of the great of this world have been so fortu-
nate as he | How few of them have lived to see their la-
bors so rewarded. He lived to see the country that he

loved and served advapesd to great ty and re-
nown, and still ;dnnar; He lived ull every udice
which, st any period of his life, bad existed nst him,

was removed ; and until he had become the object of the
reverence, gratitude, and love of his whole country. THis
work seemed then to be completed, and fate could not
bave selected n happier moment to remove him from the
troubles and viei des of this life.

Glorious as his life was, there was nothing that became
him like the leaving of it, I saw him uently during
the slow und linge disease which terminated his life.
He was conscions of ing end, and prepared
to meet it with all the and fortitude of &
christian bero, He was all oe, meekness, and gen-
tleness ; these shone around him like a mild, celestial
light, breaking upon him from another world.

‘“ And, to add greater honore to hirage o
“ Than man eould give, he died fenring God.”

AN FAY
THE DESERT BEYOND THE COLORADO—AND
THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.

East Tessessee, Seeramann 24, 1862
Messre. Gares & Smavon : [ noticed in your tri-weekly
paper of the 18th instant an extract from s letter writtem
June 13th, (suppose I1852,) at the mouth of the Gils
river, by a member of the Mexican Boundary (ommission,
in which he speaks of having crossed the Jornada the pre<

| ceding February, which lies between the Colorads rives ,

and the coast runge of mountains, aud found no water for
a distance of about eighty miles.

I crossed this same desert in the latter purt of March,
1850. We found on the route we travelled u sufficiency
of water. The trail followed by il travellers is, T pre-
sume, pretty much the same.
From the different accounts
ply of water, I have been inclned to think that it may
disappear, and after o time rish again, if not in the origi-
nal place, in some locality near. This is the case with the
Cimeron river, on the route to Santa Fé,

From the crossing of the Colorade river we had expect-
ed, when leaving the States, to find no water for a dis-
tance of nigety miles. Former travellers had found none,
and the passage of this desert had been the ogeasion of
much suffering. We were Lappy in having orossed it
without any inconvenience from want of water. I extract
the following from a letter I wrote ot the time of crossing:

ven in regard to the sup-

m;lm th': t:l:uin‘nf!ha (io!or'l’do u'm;nm'-ty&mg
miles of the place marked om your map (Fremont’s
¢ Agus Caliente.) We Mmﬁ:’nl&um
that water in lakes on ponds, from an overflow of
the Colorado, , was to be found about midway of
the JoMada, We omﬁpﬂam; and beside we found
water st several other ts, so that gur animsls suf-'
(¢ none from want of water. The surface of the
ornada is level, withont o hill of any moment, but the
e TS e,
follo from & way-bill of our - travel, wilk
show more particularly the {omlt\y of the wftar: %
Mar. 27. From the Colorado, 10 or 12 miles below the mouth

of the Gila, to our first camp............o0nni. 2 miles.
28, To breakfast; & well, scant supply
Of WBLEr..ouviserssins Sanviaseisaos nasens 10 miles.
Camp on the Jornads....c.cconnseeeeen.. 20 do
— 30 do
20, To § wells.., b [
29, Coamp (8 18K8).cc.cermrsssnamnsaersosnsssans 12
’ — 18 do
30, To the new river.....ccooieseiriiviveciss T
80, ToCamp (a lake). «.ocmmmmiiirierinnan 1l i
-_— 18 do
31, To breakfet....ooss ceenssrsensnss S
1. To Carrissa Creek, (dry).......connn 18
! - 28 do
96 do

My main purpose in trodbling you with this letter is
that farther information in reference to this 4
subject may be elivited ; for it is a subject of interest to
those who may travel over this desert, and there are
many doubtless who will pass over it on their way to
California, 0s it is the only overland route that can he
sufely travelled in winter.

1 had designed, soon after my return from Californis,
cighteen months since, to say to you on the
suhject of the route for the great Pacific Railroud, butde-
ferred it, and shall now content ‘myself with merely
glancing at it.

The thern route, by which I mean a line, with its
starting pointat Memphis, or some other approved locality
on the Mississippi not far distant, through Southern New
Mexico to the Pacific,is the shortest, least obstructed by
nature, and from other important considerations the most
feasibfe of any other.

The idea has obtained that the mountains to be paseed
will, as on the northern route, be serious impediments.
There is no ground, as [ think, for this

Crossing the Rio del Norte, at » point about 120 miles
below Socorro, or 270 below Santa Fé, where our line of
travel left that river, and turned directly west, the -
posed line of rond would meet with no serious ohlhnfa in
crossing the mountains,

We travelled Col. Cooke's route about eighty miles after
leaving the river, and then followed n new trail, which
will be found designated on the map of Col. Cooke's route

by & dotted line, believed then . Lerew, the guide,
to be & good route if water could be found.

1 have seen nowhere any notice any one who had
travelled this route. DBat four had travelled it be-
fore us. It is a good route, about eighty miles

shorter than that travelled by Col. Cook. The distance from
the point (the * Two Buttes’') where weleft Cooke's route to
Tenson, the frontier town of Sonors, being about two hun-
dred miles.

The Sierra Madre mountain is ut about 160
miles from the Rio Brave or Del Norte. 1t has, where we
erossed it, very little of the mountain charaoter; by o
gentle slope we reached the top, and camped in »
rather than mountainous region; and as s mﬂh& the
road (not, as we may well in the loeality)
is not difficult, we travelled with our wagon durt‘ miles
after nine o'clock on the day we left our camp.
to the Pimos villages on the Gila river, there is nothing

in the way of the construction of a railroad, » t por-
tion of the line being free from even any ition of
surface. Ranges of low, bleak hills, in & north-

ern and southern direction, separated by

between the Sierra Madre and Tenson; snd thence to the
Pimos villages, 85 miles, there i# not & hill. Down the
Gila no difficulty oecurs, and none after orossing the Colo-
rado, until we reach the mountains, which seem
continuation of the coast m These also are rather
hills than mountaine, but , I should think,

in the

e;u'l: be upiz MMwM is the terminating

L L]

A reference to the map will show that the Pacific coast

makes mllng rapidly ns it comes south, and hence San

Diego is nearer than San Francisco to any central

Eh‘ui in the States, say to Washington, or even to Bi.
8.

On this route travel will never be by the ,
snows or cold of winter, which would be seriously ob-
structed on the Northern route.

It has been thst this route in
through Mexioan territory. That lerritory is so situated,
however, that should this be deemed the preferable route,
this objection could be readily obviated by negotiation
with Mexieo for the right of way, or for a cession of o
strip of country which is of no value to her.

1 will close with a statement of the distances, ns we
made them, from the Rio del Norte to Warner's Ranch,
sixty miles distant from San Diego. From that poist we
travelled north to San José, then the seat of government
of California. Warner's Ranch is north of
n direct line from the crossing of the Celorado to San
Diego, but is on the travelled route to the Iatter place.

M

From a peint on the Riodel Norte, 120 miles south

of Bocorro, in New Mexioo, to the Two Buttes - L1
— To Tenson - - . - - - . 196
BRITISH WAR IN BOUTH AFRICA To Pimos Villages - « - - - 1

el To Colorndo river, ten miles below the mouth of the
People in this country have paid little stiention to the |  Gila - - - - - ek . 198
progress of the British war in South Africa, yet it is no | To Warner's Rano - - - - - « M8
small matter, judging from the length of time th h | To Ban Diego - - & A - 7 3 60
which it has been protracted, and the little progress made K
by all the British power in bringing it to ‘s conclusion. 64

from the Cape of Good Hope in- D.

The last imlligvlu

oreases the difficulties of the British Government, by
showing them that there is no dependance at all u]:on the
native ?orcu they have engaged, but that the whole bur.
den of the confliet in to fall uopn the European soldiers.
The native allies consume rations and fearfully sugment
the expenses, while the London Times describes them as
exhibiting » ** repulsive mixture of the spy, the coward,
snd the nssassin.”'  All the intended movements of the
troops are made known to the enemy, so that treschery
within is added to the embarrassments of meeting an un-
conquered and subtle adversary. One of Gen. Catheart's
Inte proclamations anpouncing an expedition against the
Kaffirs was sccompanied by o promise to divide the spoils
that might be taken among the natives of the frontier
districts, n promise of plunder not usual in these days,
which preves that bribes are thought necessary to induce
the colonists to defend themselves. England has to bear
a1l the cost and furnish all the farce, a very poor encour-
agement for the keoping up of distant colonies.

Three years have now elapsed, and the Kaffir war, like
our Seminole war ot the end of a similar period, is no
nearer to the close than whenit commenced. The Kaffirs
are not only not conquered, but they have their camps
snd their settlements within the limits of the British
colony, and the British have nothing seoure beyond the
range of their musketry. The exponses are enormous,
and the prospect of n olose afar off.
Iate Chancellor of the Exchequer asked for £300,000, on
the presumption that the war was coming to a close. Wo
had numerous such endings of the F'lori:a war, with the
same result. Nine hundred and sixty thousand pounds
have boen since epent, and the war is evidently only be-
gun. ‘The troops must be inerensed, the defences of the
colony increased ; and, besidos all this, there iz a constant
loss and destruction of property, to which the mere army
defences aro o bagatelle. Truly this war in Kaffraria, in-
to which Gireat Britain blandered by the mismanagement
of her colonies, is no small affair, as her treasury will
testify. Defore ahe gets through with it, it will have
cost her o greater sum than the whole colony was ever

work of construeting & tunnel under the
Albany will soon be commenced. The proposition is, to
exeavate o trench in the bed of the river of sufficient depth
to admit of the construction of an areh of & eapacity to
allow the p
kept out of the trench while the work is in progress by
the use of coffer dams,
ous obstacles to the execution of the proposed work, and
that it can be completed at moderate expense,

Barly lnst year the | o o

elry store
of iwenty-seven diamond rings, sabout twenty gold lever and
lepine watches, one dozen extra-size dinmond rings, seveml
pair dinmond bracelets, diamond bre
necklaces, &e.

The Railroad Journal expresses the ﬁgi;oﬁ that the

udson river at

of railroad teains.  The water is to be

It in said that thers are no seri-

A Bio Crare.—All the papers for a claim of land have
Iately been filed with the Land Commission in California,
eovering four hundred square leagues of land, (8,800
square miles,) to be lodated on the west bank of the Sac-
ramento river, extending from Puta Creek toa point
above Shasta city, snd reaching back to Clear Lake and
the Const Range. The tract specified includes nearly all
of Shaste, Colusi, and Yolo counties, The claimants are
the heirs of AvavsTix ox [tunsog, the first Emperor of
Mexico, who was once banished, returned with a military
expedition, was taken prisoner, and shot.
Ivrontave Spraone or Costuy Jewers, Goup Warcums,

Seprosen 1o 58 Srones.~Through the instrumentality of
idney . Stuart and two of his attachés a quantity
Iv jewals, go'd lever watehes, and other jewelry, valued
at apwards of §5,000, were seized on Saturday afternoen, at &
dwelling-house situated on the enstern side of the city of Now
York, atd from circamatances attending the recovery of this
property It ie sunposed to be the proseeds of robbing a jew
The articles are apparently all new, and consist

satping, gold chmine,
The valuables were conveyed to the Second
Distriet Polite Court, carefully examined, a list taken, and

properly seeurod by the magistrate to await farther action in
the mutter, and the arrival of the rightful owner or owners,
praviding they.can be traced ont.

Severnl woeks ago there
were two extensive robberies of fewelry slorer In the South
and West, and oo doubt the ahove property is & partion of this

figure i our pelitical sphers, marshalling our country in

worth to her.  As to ita foture worth, it may be st down
sl —N, 0. .

plunder

New York Times,

“Moxpay, Apmit 1, 1860.—We have ps afely the :
great and dreaded Jornads of ninety -mm




