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Concluding Remarks on the Electrical Theory.
Every person knows that any inoreose of muscular ex¬

ertion proportionally augments respiration and increases
animal beat; and, if the muscular action continue, ex¬

haustion is the consequence. Hence it is evident that
the agent which sustains muscular action is derived from
the atmosphere, and either passes away from the body dur¬
ing the muscular action, or is rendered latent by combin¬
ing with the matter disintegrated andchaDged in the pro¬
duction of foroe. It cannot be annihilated, for nature knows
nothing of annihilation ; and hence the excretion of urine
and other compounds, which curry off the produota re¬

sulting from disintegration in on alkaline form endued
with electricity in a high degree. Thia agrees perfectly
with the statement of Faraday that an electrio currcnt is
permanent, and may be made te decompose a mixture in
one oup or in twenty without any diminution; though
there is abundant evidenco that electricity is constantly
radiated from animal and especially from human bodies,
as Reickenbach has abundantly proved in his work on the
Dynamics of Physical and Vital Foroes. An evolution of
heat always attends chemical action in inorganio matter
as well as in muscular motion, but does not consume the
electric current that produces it. But the exhaustion at¬

tending mental action and muscular motion proves that
the motive power has been accumulated in the nervous

oentres during rest, and especially during Bleep when
none is expended by voluntary efforts, while respiration
continues even mora vigorously than during rest while
awake, and accumulates a surplus above what is needed
for oarrying on the vital functions. It has been observed
that when life is destroyed very suddenly, while the sys¬
tem is in high health and vigor, organic life may continue
for a time (some of the organs may continue to secrete
their natural products, sweat may be poured out by the
akin, animal heat and the flexibility of the muscles may
depart very slowly, and there are many cases on record
of persons in this state reviving after days of apparent
death) after the life of relation, depeuding principally on

the brain for its impulses, has become completely extinct.
The stagnation of the blood in the pulmonary capillaries,
in cases of asphyxia, and its accumulation in the veins,
leaving the arteries more completely empty than can be

accounted for by their contraction, as stated by Carpen¬
ter, is indisputable proof that the circulation depends on

oauses entirely different from that of muscular contrac¬
tion. Why, it may very properly be asked, does it not

stagnate in the systemic capillaries, which aro further
removed from the heart than the pulmonary, if the heart
is the propelling organ t The only rational answer that
can be given to this question is, that when the air is ex-

oluded the pulmonary capillaries become equally nega¬
tive with the venous blood, and cease to attract it; but
this supercedes the agency of tho heart as a propelling
organ altogether; and if any evidence were wanting to

prove that elcctrioity is the propelling power, Dr. Philip's
and Weinhold's experiment?, already citod, furnish it.
They prove that electricity may be supplied for a short
time independently of atmospherio air, the pneumo-gaa-
trio nerves alone conveying enough electricity to them to
make them positive ta'the venous blood and temporarily
restore the circulation. These experiments also prove
that the force that moves the blood and that which pro¬
duces the secretions and animal heat are identical; for
all these effects were produced by the same force, origi¬
nating exclusively in the action of a voltaic compound on

the cerfebro-spinal nerves.

It is objected to the electrical theory that other irri¬
tants, such as the application to a nervous trunk of a red-
hot iron, an alkali or an acid, pricking with a needle, &c.,
produee both pain in the part to which the nerve is dis¬
tributed and contraction in the muscle in which it rami¬
fies. If the nerve trunk be tied with a ligature or divid¬
ed, and the irritant applied to that extremity which is
oonnected with the cerebro-spinal axis, pain is produced,
but no muscular contraction; but if the irritant be ap¬
plied below the ligature or section, muscular contraction
results, but no pain; and, lastly, if the nerve be tied in
twtf places, and the irritant applied between the two liga¬
tures, neither Bens&tlon nor muscular action is produced.
From these facts it it inferred, that, since electricity and
other irritants both produce pain and muscular motion,
electricity cannot be the nervous agent any more than
other irritants. But the effccts produced by electricity
and other irritants are so very different in other respects
that the objoction is completely invalidated. Matteucci,
though he denies that electricity is the nervous agent,
contrasts it with other irritants, as follows:

" 1. Electricity is the only irritant which can excits at one

time sensation and at anothor contraction, according to the
direction in which it traverses ft nerve.

"2. The electrio current alone, in passing transversely
across a nerve, produce's no phenomena due to the excitabili¬
ty of the nerve.
" 3. The electric current has no effeot on the nerves ; that

ii, it neither causes contraction nor sensation when its action
on tho nerve is prolonged," except on the sympathetic.

" 4. The electrio current alone can modify tho excitability
of a nerve, and even rapidly destroy it, when the current oir^
culates in a certain direction, and can preserve and augment
the excitability when passing in the opposite direction. v

" 5. Of all irritating agents the electric current is the only
one which posiesses, for a long space of time, the power of re¬

viving the excitability of the nerve whon it has beoome very
much enfeebled in respeot to other stimulants.
" 6. Tho current acts in the direction in which it is trans¬

mitted when it begins to circulate in a nerve and in the
opposite direction when it ceases to circulate.

" 7. We have seen, when speaking of tho phenomena pre¬
sented by electrical fishes, that the faculty whioh they possess
of producing electricity is obedient to the nervous system.
There is, then, in these animals a peculiar organic structure,
such an arrangement of parts that, by an act of tho nervous

force, they can develop electricity."
It is needless to comment on these extracts, for they

are so accordant with what is known of nervous action
that every one must perceive that so far are they from
affording a foundation for an objection as actually to mi¬
litate greatly in favor of the electrio theory. It is pass¬
ing strange that men so eminent in science, seeing elec¬
tricity metamorphosed into nervous foroe under one pet
of circumstances and nervous force into electricity under
-another set, should not know that circumstances vary
cases, and still contend that the two forces are entirely
different and distinct.

There are at least three modes of violent death by which
life is so suddenly destroyed that the blood stagnates in
the arteries and veins simultaneously: The first is, when
a person is instantly deprived of life by lightning; the
seoond, when he receives a blow on the epigastric region ;
and the third, when he inapirea prussic acid or sulphuret¬
ted hydrogen. In some of either of these caaes no morbid
lesion whatever can be detected In any part of the sys¬
tem after death.; and it is evident that these victims have
been deprived only of the agent that maintains vitality ;
for the corpses of those killed by lightning speedily putri-
fy. Now, it is well known that a current of eleotricity
sufficiently strong instantly destroys the magnetism of
steel: and, if eleotricity gives bodies their properties, as

Faraday asserts, there can be no difficulty in understand¬
ing the phenomena of death by lightning. The thunder¬
bolt reverses the electrio currents of the system.which
Reichenbach shows set from the lower to the upper ex¬

tremities, being continuations of the terrestrial currents.
carries away a part ol the electricity which gives the cor¬

poreal system its properties, and decomposition speedily
ensues of course. It is generally admitted that a blow
on the Btomaoh, when distended, destroys life by doing
an imperceptible injury to one of the ganglia of the sym¬
pathetic nerves; and if it be the cardiac, which sends its
branches to the heart and arteries, or any other intimate¬
ly associated with this, the immediate cause of the stag¬
nation of the blood in the arteries is manifest. The blood
alone contains oompounds of iron ; and Iiebig justly at¬
tributes the sudden death consequent on the inspiration of
prussio acid or sulphuretted hydrogen to the decomposi¬
tion of these compounds, which these gases are known to
produce when free alkalies are present; and free alkali is
never absent from the blood. Hence, considering tho in¬
timate relation between iron and electricity, the reason
why the living system languishes when the iron in the
blood becomes considerably diminished, and also the rea¬
son why the oir<Sulation instantly stops when its com¬

mands are decomposed, may be inferred.
Perhaps one of the strongest arguments that oan be ad¬

duced in favor of my theory, and in opposition to every
ether, may be derived from the reversal of the oirenlation
in those inferior beings whose respiratory apparatus is
nearly ooextensive with their cutaneous surface; and from'
similar phenomena " in a transparent part, such as the
-web of a frog's foot," when exposed to a strong light, in
whioh alone mioroscopio observations can be made. No
Tsason for this reversal and acceleration has ever been as-

signed ; and no physieloglst will eontend for a moment
these phenomena oan be explained by the theory of

auricular propulsion. Now, it is by no mfin« Improba¬
ble that la these inferior animals respiration is carried on

with varying rapidity in different parts of their surface;
one part being oomparativepaasive while another part ia
active, and the latter passive while the former is motive ;
the active part becoming temporarily electrically positive
to the blood, by Betting free electricity from tho air in¬
spired, aud causing the blood to flow in that direction by
attracting it. But Grove's experiment, ulready cited,
proves that strong solar light, under which such observa¬
tions are always made, produces an electro-positive con¬

dition in the part on which it falls; and this oondition
cannot fail to attract the blood towards that part. This
explanation is substantiated by Dr. Carpenter's statement,
that the sanguineous current " appears at first to flow with

great evenness and regularity. But on watching the
movement for some time various changes may be ob¬
served which cannot be attributed to the heart » action.
These movements are manifested in great ar.d sudden al¬
terations in the velocity of the current, which caune a

marked difference in the rates of the movement or tho
blood through the several parts of the area un-ler obser¬
vation. Sometimes this variation extends even to the en¬

tire reversion, for a time, of the direction of the move¬

ment iu certain transverse or communicating branches.
Every physiologist Btates that tho circulation of arte-

rialized blood in the capillaries of every organ of the bo¬
dy is essential to the performance of its functions ; and

every capillary loop is accompanied by a corresponding
loop of a branch of the sympathetic nerves. Now, when
it is remembered that nervous matter and mussle are

characterized by an and, and blood and lymph by an al¬
kali, the ohemist perceives at once that the elements of a

voltaic pile, constantly ready to evolve u current of eleo-
tricity, arc placed iu juxtaposition in every part of the
livin- system; and Prof. Buff's experiment, already cited,
proves accordingly that these elements do evolve an elec¬
tric current even when deprived of vitality. In conside¬
ration of these facts, and many others which go to prove
that chemical affinity is ever active in the living system,
the hypothesis that all the actions termed vital are eflects
of chemical affinity has of late been rapidly gaining
credence in the minds of philosophers who staud pre¬
eminent in science. But, unfortunately, they have in¬
volved the whole subject in almost inextricable confusion
by assuming, without attempting to prove, that the living
system itself can generate (create?) electricity by the
chemical agency with which it is endowed ; losing sight
altogether of the fact, proved by Fwraday.Llebig, Draper,
and others, that chemical affinity is an effect of electrical
action, not a cause. Even these eminent discoverers
themselves do not seem to appreciate the bearing of their
discoveries. "The more we know," says Prof. Gregory,
of Edinburg, "of the processes going on in the living or¬

ganism, the more do we find these to involve strictly
ohemical changes, and to be capable of a chemical inter¬
pretation. It would indeed appear as if every change in

the organism were attended by a definite chcmical orpny-
sical action." In summing tho inferenocs drawn from
scientific facts, Ilunt has the following words in his Poe¬
try of Science:

.

" The formation of minerals in tho clefts of tbe rocks, the
decomposition of metallic lodes, tho germination of seeds, the

growth of the plant, the development ef its fruit and its ulti¬
mate decay, the secret processes of animal life, digostion, res¬

piration, and assimilation, and all the changes of externa

form which take place around us, are the results of the exer¬

cise of that principle which we call chemical.
Matteucoi says:
" Whenover a movement occurs, or the efTectof force ismn-

nifestod, wo are certain that some transformations of matter
mutt have takon place. Wherever a forco is exerted a chemi¬
cal action precedes it. Caloric, electricity, and l.ght furnish
us at every instant with evidence of this truth. ' But among
tho numerous chemical actions that occur in animals, which
is the one that gives rise to tbe force that is put in action

during muscular contraction ? It is impossible to givo a satis¬

factory answer to this question." (
The Professor does not here mean tho immediate, but

the remote source of the force that produees muscular
contraction ; for he agrees with other physiologists that
the immediate source is the disintegration and chemical
change of integrant parts of the musolcs and nerves them¬
selves.

Electricity cannot be created, nor can ponderable mat¬
ter be changed into imponderable by any of the Creator's
works. All kinds of ponderable mattor oontain a certain
invariable proportional quantity of combining electricity,
which gives bodies their properties, and without which
they could not exist, bccause matter cannot exist without
properties. The proportional quantity of combining clco-
tricity in different bodies is as various as tho properties
of the bodies themselves, and can neither be increased nor
diminished without changing the properties of those bo¬
dies. Different bodies have different capacities for re¬

ceiving aud diffusing »n additional quantity of free elec¬
tricity among their atoma, and of imparting it again to
other bodies that are minus in this respect; but this ad¬
ditional quantity does not combino with the atoms or ele¬
ments of these bodies, and therefore does not perceptibly
change their properties, and may be elicited again with¬
out chemical agency. If the atoms of two distinct com¬

pound bodies are held together by the same proportional
quantity of combining electricity, the properties of those
bodies are identioal, provided they, hold their electricity
with equal tenacity; and when approximated they are

perfectly indifferent to each other, and cannot be com¬

bined, unleaa another body, plus or minus, which has the
power of diminishing or inoreaaing the quantity of com¬

bining electricity in one of the others, intervene and pro¬
duce decomposition in the body on which it particularly
acts. Clairaut has proved, by analytical .investigation,
that unless the electrioal attraction of one body for the
atoms of another be greater than equal to the electrical
attraction of the atoms of tho latter body for each other,
the two bodies will not combine chemically. Therefore,
when different bodies act chemically upon each other in
virtue of their electrical endowments, and by decomposing
each other set free a part of thoir combining electricity,
and when the elements separated recombine and form
other compounds containing less electricity than the com¬
pounds decomposed, (for decomposition and recombination
probably always accompany each other.Faraday,) a part
of the eleotricity contained in the substances decomposed
is set free; and, provided it finds a conductor and a cir¬
cuit closed, appears in the form of a current, and may
then be used for any purpose.physical, mechanical,
chemical, or vital; but can never aot without a closed
circuit.

.

The great cause of the errors into which modern physi¬
ologists have fallen is, that, like the vitalists, they look
to the living system itself as the producer, of force by the
aid of oxygen; forgetting that oxygen is ponderable mat¬
ter in itself, entirely destitute of foroe. To this imagina¬
ry force, termed ohemical, they then assign tho functions
of digestion, assimilation, nutrition, &c., and look to these
functions for the produotion of muscular force; thus
making effects and causes reciprocally effects and causes
of each other, than whioh nothing can be more absurd.
But the strongest feature in their blundering is conjuring
up an imaginary chemical agent, and overlooking the dis¬
covery of Prof. Faraday, that electricity and chemical af¬
finity are the same agent, and that the latter exists abun¬
dantly in the atmosphere at all times, without which ani¬
mals cannot live for a single hour ; for, though the sys¬
tem contains all the essential parts of a voltaic apparatus,
and an uninjured part of that apparatus may continue to
act for a time after all external signs of life have disap¬
peared, yet it can only consume the agent of power pre¬
viously laid up in the nervous centres, but cannot produce
this agent which keeps it in operation; cannot create
electricity, the chemical agent itself. This is derived
from the atmosphere, is laid up in the nervous oentres,
and thenoe conveyed by nervous conductors to the organs
in whioh effects are to be produced as it ia required for
action, and metamorphosed into motive power by the
chemical disintegration of a part of the organs themselves.

I have now shown that the same agent that moves the
blood also performs all the other functions in tho living
system, whether they be calTM chemical or vital; and, It"
may bo added, executes all the behests of that immortal
being which presides over all, at least in man.an emana¬
tion from the Creator himself, residing in the.brain, whose
mode of existence and operating eludes all our investiga¬
tions. I have traced this ever-active agent.electricity.
partly to the atmosphere and partly to those (primarily
vegetable) compounds which constitute the food of living
beings ; and shall show, in another plaoe, that it comes
originally from the sun. I might now go on to show that
all the phenomena peculiar to living beings can bo ac-
counted for by this agency.electricity.and by this only.
I might show that animal life is propagated by the conflu¬
ence of two cells or vesicles invisible to the naked eye;
one of which, (the male spermatoaoas,) being electrified by
tbe living organism, moves spontaneously in any suitable
medium for hours after its exclusion; and when deposited
in the female organism is attracted to the ovary, becomes
defluent on the ovum which approaches it, and animal
life begins. I might next trace the "mysteries of embry¬
ology " to the activity of this same agent, point to tho de¬
velopment and absorption of cluster after cluster of cells,
and to their final metamorphosis into individual tissues,
parts of a corporeal frame, soon to be united into a body
to be nourished, during its foetal state, by this vital agent
transmitted through a double layer of plaoental cells; and
might also show that all subsequentdevelopment.growth,
and reproduction of parts disintegrated or destroyed.
consists in the formation of cells, whioh are then trans¬
formed into the various tissues that compose the living
body. I might also show that, in consequence of the al¬
ternate positive and negative conditions of vessels, organs,
and fluids, the liver draws to itself certain elements con¬

tained in the blood, which it transforms into bile, which,
when it becomes equally positive with itself, it expels, to
be again employed in the separation of nutrient elements
from food, and in the formation of chyle that carries all
the elements and compounds of nutrition into the blood,
changed in its oourse, first into albumen, then into fibrine,
by combining with more and more electricity, until it be-
oob« fit to be deposited m living tissue.

Bat the last sheet U newly filled, and I muitleave the
reader to trace this eTer-actitemot^powerwUnf eTery
where by attraction and repulsion through the other i»r

gans, the kidneys, which carry off the
ed and changed in tbe production of force, the .ug"*u
ous fluid, &c., through the lymphatics, thechylopoisUc^cera, fee!, more fully aware than he can be that I bate
been obliged to omit by far the greater amount of evi
dunce, that will be detailed in another place in fa*orof
mv theory; and that what has been adduced may be m
sufficient to convince him of its truth; for somemtotoare
so constituted that scarcely any amount of evidence^wUlinduce them to relinquish a long-cher.shed error If what
has now been printed, for the first time, should be deem
ed worthy of criticism.and I hope it will UQderg
clonal scientific scrutiny.critics and editors will^oonfer>1 very great faror by Bending to my address a copy »t

their criticisms, as I reside in a place to whic
but common newspapers find their way, andI y
do not admit of my taking many publications. It is.

however, to be desired that those who *ttempt
old theories should show their adaptation and con»i8 ency
with physical laws, and especially assign ^Jea8on t0/the distribution of the .sympathetic nerves to the arteries,
but not to the veins, besides blushing.

Keepectfully, ,our '"""1If'"1K""S:"ETTKRLV.
IIowell, Livingston county, Michigan.

debate mmm.
DRY DOCK AT PENSACOLA.

Thursday, August 3, 1854.
When the naval appropriation bill was under

consideration, the following proceedings took place:
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I rise for the purpose

of making an inquiry of the chairman of the Committee
on Naval Affairs, (Mr. Gwis.) It will be recollected that
some months since I introduced a 'solution®Jthat committee to examine and report as to the *°r

buildille a dry dock and basin at the I en3«cola N vy
Yard A report from the Navy Department was received
on that subject and referred to the Committee on NavaJ
Affairs on my motion; but I believe that oommittee have
uot yet made a report on the subject. I to Inquire
of the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affa.rs whe¬
ther we are to expect a report from the committee dur¬
ing this session'! Whilst 1 am on the floor, I would re¬

mark, sir, that it is important some action should be
taken by Congress upon the subject. It appears by the
report from the Department which was submitted to the
committee that these contractors wero paid the full
amount ef their eontract price, though the work which
they performed was not received by the Government.
They have by that means obtained nearly » million of
dollars from the public Treasury withouUhe government
receiving any valuable consideration. Subsequently, IXnUnd, . contract ... entered int. with tto M»
contractors for building a basin for the dork in Califor¬
nia. I think it is time some action may be taken by the
Government in regard to the non-fulfilment of the con¬

tract by these contractors before they receive any fur¬
ther sum of money from the Treasury. /1 wibh to inquire
of the chairman of the committee what is th« state of the

^Mr. GWIN. The question was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Naval Affairs, and the contractor were re¬

quired to present a response to the report n»de by the
Navy Department, and also to take notice of the re¬

marks of the Senator from Florida when he pnsented the
resolution which was referred to the commttee.
contractors have responded in an elaborate jroduction,
which the committee, from the multitude of IxiHine^H on

hand, have not been able to consider. I believ^ however,
it is the Bense of the committee, though I have not asked
for it, but 1 intend to do so through the day, U move to
be discharged from its further consideration, and to have
the response of the parties printed, in order that we may
take effective action during the next session of Congress.
I believe it is the opinion of the committee.I have heard
it bo expressed, though not formally.that the best plan
to test the question at law, and I think the ordw of the
committee will be, that the Government and the contrac¬
tors shall settle the question by judicial proceedings, l

merely give this ns my opinio*, because there has boen
no formal decision of the committee. We have not been
able to examine the facts fully at this late period of the
session ; but I believe it is the sense of the committee to
tuke up the question and examine it before it is nnaliy
disposed of.

, . ,. |1 movo that the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis-1charged from tho further consideration of the subject,
and that the response of the contractors be printed.
Mr. MORTON. I merely wish to make this sugges-

tion. It appears from the reportjof the Navy Department
that these contractors have received, in violation or law
and contract, $1,000,000 from the public Treasury, while
the matter is pending and under investigation. I say a

stop should be put to their receiving any more money
from the public Treasury. The matter is before
Naval Committee; and the only suggestion I Shougl"
proper to throw out was whether it would not be well «st
the contractors should be estopped from neoemng any
more money from the Treasury!

^Mr. GWIN. The charge of the Senator, that these
parties have received money in violation of the contraot,
is emphatically denied by the contractors. They bring
forward abundant evidence to prove that they have not
violated the contract. That is thoir side of the question.
They bring satisfactory proof of that fact, and I wish to
have it printed. The Senator has stated his position in

reference to this matter. Now, I Bay there has been no
violation of law, so far as I remember, discovered by tho
Committee on Naval Affairs in the transaction. Ihese
parties have spoken for themselves. I wish the docu.
ment to be printed and laid before the Senate, and at toe
next session the Senator can move any action which he
thinks proper. ...Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senator from California is right
in Baying that the committee have not had time fu^y t°
investigate the matter. It is a subject which ought to be
investigated, because money is constantly asked lor by
the Bureau of Yards and Docks to continue these dry.
dock operations in various parts of the country. I think
there is no necessity for discharging the committee or

printing the response of the contractors until the aotioa
of the committee is had upon it.

Mr. GWIN. I withdraw the motion.
At a subsequent period of the day the following

discussion occurred :

Mr. BRODHEAD. The appropriation in this bill for
the Pensacola navy-yard reads thuB :

For continuation of permanent wharf; continuation of deep
baein; raising walls of dook basin; engine and blwt pipes
for imiths' and machine shop ; and repairs of all kinds,
$143,500.

I move to attend the clause by striking out " con¬
tinuation of deep basin, raising walls of dock basin.
Wo have in this clause an appropriation of $14<J,UOU
for the Pensaoola navy yard, and for what pur¬
poses ! We find among them " continuation of deep
deep basin, raising walls of dock basin," to keep up a
dock which is a nuisance, and so declared by a compe¬
tent board of officers who wore appointed to examine it.
They reported that it was unfit, and ought not to be a*,
ceptedby the Government; but, notwithstanding this, the
contractors reoeived for the dock the sum of$903,000. I
move, first, to strike out the words which I have indi¬
cated, and then probably the appropriation can be re¬
duced from $143,000 to about $50,000 for the other
items. I make the motion to strike out becauso the dock
is of no use, and the Senators from that State know
it very well. I move to strike o«t because a competent
board of afioors, appointed to judge of the work, have
reported to the Secretary of the Navy, and the Secretary
concurs in their report, that the dock is of no use, and
that the contractors did not comply with their contract.
Now, we are oalled on to make a deep basin for this

dock, which is to be eaten up by the worms in less than
throe years, and which depreciates twenty per cent, every
year. We are to appropriate this amount of money for a
structure which is of no use at all, and both the Senators
from Florida know it very well. Why continue these ap¬
propriations upon this dock, basin, and railway ? This
may have come from the Bureau of T&rds and Docks, but
it ought never to have oomo from there. If we are going
to help the contractors out with their contraot; if we are

going on te complete this structure which it was the duty
of the contractors to de, we had better receive the dock
at once and abandon it. It ought to be abandoned. It
is of no use there; it cannot be made of any us$. \ cssels
have to be taken into it by camels, I understand, in the
same way as they were taken up the Mississippi to Mem¬
phis. Now they come with a proposition for us to make
a deep basin for their dock. At Philadelphia they ask
for an appropriation of $15,000 or $20,000 a year to
dredge in front of this new plan of dock, and the very first
freshet that oomes the river fills up again.
These contractors have reoeived over three millions of

dollars for docks, basins, and railways on the Atlantic
ooast, and now a competent board of officers have report¬ed to the Navy Department, what I asserted two years
ago before the Senate, that these oontraotors, instead of
putting up proper docks, were placing nuisanoes at the
navy yards throughout the country. For these reasons I
make the motion to strike out. I do .not, however, wish
to detain the Senate. If it were a small sum, 1 should
not have said a word.

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, the honorable Senator
from Pennsylvania has made himself conspicuous, and I
am gratified that he has, on all occasions, in reference to
these docks. He has Veen instrumental in bringing to
the netioe of the Senate eertain abases in their construc¬
tion, for whioh I think the Senate and the oountry are

indebted to bus. We were all Indebted to him it the last
session of Concrete fer much valuable information in re¬

gard to these abases. I may say, bowerer, that they are
connected with the charaotcr of the oontraots rather than
the ohar&cter of the work to be exeouted. In relation to
this partioular amendment, I will eay that the Committee
on Naval AHairs has refused Its approbation to an appro¬
priation of $20,000 to be expended upon this deep basin.
The dock at I'ensaoola is the ordinary dock now used

at the harbors of Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, and other
plaoes. It is useless at Pcnuaoola, unless you have a basin
or eotne secure place in which you can put the dock after
jjou have a ship in it. The dock, I may say, is a large
sbew, which, being sunk underneath a vessel and then
exhausted of its water, raises the vessel up, and in that
position the vessel can bo repaired, providod the dock re¬
mains stationary. To keep it in that place you mtnst
have a basin or pier to secure it. It is for such a basin
that this appropriation is proposed to be made.

Under the contraot for constructing the dock at Pen¬
sacola the Seoretary of the Navy was bound to furnish a

ship to make the experiment. He seat a frigate, and the
experiment was unsuooeasful. The dock raised the fri¬
gate very well, but could not float It into the basin be-
csusa the ship, being a frigate, instead of a line-of-battle-
fciip, was too Bhort, and the main weight came in the
middle, and thus gave the dock a curved form, and made
it draw more water in the middle than at the ends, and
added Honu twelve inches to its draft. The work, there¬
fore, was not received by the board of examiner], and,
according to the contract, no money could.be paid until it
vas receivod. In defiance of what I think was justice and
correctness in the transaction of public affairs, however,
the whole contract price, $993,000, nearly a million of
dollars, was actually paid to the contractors, notwith¬
standing the basin would not receive the dock and vessel
ih it. The only thing for the Secretary of the Navy to do
IB to bring suit upon the bonds, but I leave it for the Senate
to say what chances there are for enforcing payment If
they knew as much abont the bonds as those who exam¬
ined the work, they would Bay the Secretary ought to use

etcry means to make the'dook available before resorting
to suit.

Mr. TOOMBS. Has not the Secretary, under the dis¬
cretionary authority to build a dock of the same kind in
San Francisco, mude a contract with the same people
against whose dock this commission reported ?

Mr. QWIN. I will answer that question presently. I
am in favor of these docks, and I will speak on the other
side.

Mr. MALLORY. Now, sir, this dock and basin atPen-
sacola are at present entirely useless, after you have spent
$1,000,000 on them ; but by making this deep basin in
front of the dock you will make it availuble. The con¬
tractors have the money, and there is no question as to
whether you shall pay the money, for it is already in
their pockets. Now, having this dook on our hands, it is
important to have it available. In that view, I think it
advisable, under all the circumstanoes, to make the ap¬
propriation whioh the honorable Senator from Pennsylva¬
nia proposes to strike out. I agree with the Senator from
Pennsylvania as to the manner in which the contract*
have been made and the money paid ; but I do not agree
with him in the position that the dock itself, when com¬

pleted, will be useless, because, if we have a basin deep
enough, we have the experience of Savannah and Charles¬
ton, and other places where vessels are being docked
every day, to show its practicability. Unless you are

disposed to undo what you have done, to throw away this
publio money at the Pensacola navy yard, the only navy
yard on the Gulf, it is wisdom to make the appropriation.

I will say, further, that I find among the papers sub¬
mitted to us here a very long memorial, numerously sign¬
ed by the inhabitants of Warrington, who live where the
dock is, testifying to its usefulness. Of that I know no-

thing, but I feel bound to mention the fact. I should not
advocate this appropriation if I did not think it essential
to carrying on the public service.
Mr. BRODIIEAD. I should like to ask my friend from

Florida what in his opinion is the annual depreciation in
value of this dook?

Mr. MALLORY. The dock is coppered to high-water
mark. It depends, as a matter of course, on the charac-!
ter of the copper. If it be twenty-eight ounce copper iti
will last for seven years. These docks are very faulty in
one respect : you cannot get at the bottom so readily as
in the sectional dock. So long as the copper lasts no j
worms can reach the dock. If it were twenty-eight ounce
copper it would la'st for seven years, but if it were only
eighteen ounce copper it would not last so long.

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I shall vote for the
amendment proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania,
although the appropriation is for a work within the bor¬
ders of my State and within my own immediate vicinity,
I look upon the establishment of this deep basin as per¬
fectly unnecessary and worthless to the Qovernment.
The board of commissioners appointed to make a test of
the dock and basin built by the contractors reported that
outside the dock-basin in the Bay of Pensacola there was
sufficient water to float any vessel which could pass the
bar of Pcnsacola. There are some twenty-four or twen¬
ty-six feet of water there. I would ask, then, where is
the neoenlty of having what is called a deep basin there ?
I am opposed to it
The dook-basin there is not now the property of the

Government It made a contraot with the contractors to
construct a basin for thia dock, and appointed a board of
commissioners to inspect the work and see whether that
dock had been completed aocording to contract. The
board of commissioners reported to the Government that
the dock was not completed according to the contract,
and they refused to receive it. Then, if you make an

appropriation for raising the walls of the dock-basin, it
will be a taking possession of it by the Government,.and
will place us in a false position beforo tho country if we
should bring suit against the contractors for non com¬

pliance with their contraot. An effort was made, by ap¬
plication to the Navy Department, to expend $3,000 or

$4,000 for the painting of this basin ; but the Secretary
of the Navy had too much astuteness to do this, because
taking possession of the doock or basin for the pur-
pose of painting would be construed by the contractors,
and perhaps by the courts of the country, as a receival
by the Government. The Government has nothing to do
with that basin. It is now in the possession of the con-
tractors. It has never been turned over to the Govern-j
ment. The Government has refused to receive it Should
we, then, make an appropriation to raise the walls of the
basin ? If we take possession of it, for the purpose of
raising the walls, it may be construed by the courts as a

taking possession of the dock. I look upon the dock and
basin as a nuisance to the Pensacola navy yard and un-

worthy the expenditure of one cent by the Government
further than has been expended.

I am not disposed at this time, sir, to go into a discus-
.ion of the question whether the contractors have com-I
plied with their contraot or not. All I can say is, that'
from the ex parte evidence presented to this body in the
report of the Navy Department and in tho report of the
commissioners who examined the dock it appears that the
contractors have not complied with the contract. The
subject has been referred to the Committee on Naval Af¬
fairs of this body; and it seems that the contractors have
made a response to the report of the board of commis¬
sioners. 1 am not disposed to pass judgment on the me¬

rits or demerits of their claim until we have a report from
the Committee on Naval Affairs. When that report is
presented to the Senate I think I shall be prepared to
show by incontrovertible evidence that this contract has
not been complied with by the contractors, that the Gov¬
ernment should not receive the dook and basin, and that
suit ought immediately to be brought against those de¬
faulting contractors for non-compliance with their con¬

tract. But, sir, as 1 remarked before, I do not wish to

go into a discussion of the question until we have a re¬

port from the Committee on Naval Affairs on the subject.
That will be the proper time to enter into the merits or

demerits of the claim »et up by the contractors.
Mr. MALLORY. I hava a few words to say to my col¬

league. It will be well enough to bear in mind that this
dock was all paid for under the last Administration, un¬

der an opinion of the Attorney General that the United
States were to find water.

Mr. MORTON. Will my colleague suffer me to inter¬
rupt him for a moment ?

Mr. MALLORY. Certainly.
Mr. MORTON. The amount was paid under the last

Administration, I admit. I make no charge against any
Administration. I would scorn, as a Senator on this
floor, to pursue a course towards one Administration
whioh I would not towards another. The contractors
presented a hypothetical case to the Attorney General,
and upon that hypothetical case 'they obtained his opin¬
ion. There was not water enough, as I understand, at
Philadelphia, and the contractors reported that there was
not water enough at Pensacola also; and the Department
submitted the joint question to the Attorney General whe¬
ther the contractors should deepen the entrance into the
basin, or whether the Government should make the ne¬

cessary drodgings and excavations. Upon that hypo¬
thetical case the Attorney General gave the opinion that
it was the duty of the Government, and not of the con¬

tractors, to furnish the necessary depth of water, as the
basin had been looated an the site designated by tho Go¬
vernment. But, sir, when your board of commissioners
examined into the matter, what did they report? In con¬

tradiction of what had been stated to the Department by
the contractors, the board of commissioners reported
that there was sufficient water immediately outside this
dock-basin at Pensaoola to float any vessel that oould
pass the bar of Pensacola; that there were twenty-four or

ttrtnty-six feet of water there.
My colleague was mistaken in his first remarks in one

point He spoke of the ourving of the dock by the fri¬

gate being taken on it It Is true it was thrown out of
line some nineteen inches, I believe. The fault was not
in floating any where outside the basin; but the oon-

| tractors had obligated themselves to furnish tea feet of
water within the basin, and, upon an admeasurement of

the water m the basin, there was feu ad to b« an!y B{ae
feat ten inohes there. There was not water sufficient in
the dock-basin to float the dock ^ith the frigate on it
If my colleague will examine the report of the commis¬
sioner# he will find that there was no complaint whatever
on the part of the contractors that there was not sufficient
water outside.the basin ; but there was not water enough
in the till or gate of the basin to float the dock in, and
neither was there sufficient water within the basin to sus¬
tain the dock with the frigate on board, when there.

Sir, it is perfectly unnecessary and a wasteful expendi¬
ture of money to construct this deep basin, as there is now
sufficient water there; and I shall, therefore, vote for
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Pennsyl¬
vania ; but I do hope that, in liberality to the Pensacola
navy-yard, ho will not propose a reduction of the appro¬
priation for that yard. Taking it in tho gross, it is not,
perhaps, equal to the estimate for a permanent wharf
there; and every dollar of the appropriation can be ad¬
vantageously expended in its construction. It is not
equal, 1 believe, to the estimate sent in by the engineers
for tho continuation of that permanent wharf. It is the

°u «WOrk CTer 00mmenced in that navy-yard worthy of
the Government which constructed it, and I hope it will
be allowed te go on. '

Mr. MALLORY. I was going on to say, when my col¬
league interrupted me with his «. one word," that these
contractors were paid under the last Administration by a

ruling ol the Attorney Goneral that, although the con¬
tractors were to find the dock, the United States were to
find the water; and, as the United Sutes had not found
the water and the dock was there, the Department paid
the $993,000. However erroneous that ruling may be
such is the naked fact. Tho contractors have the money
and the dock is moored at Pensaculn. If the dock can

get into the basin, it will be aB useful as every other
dock; and they are scattered over the coast from Kittcry
to New Orleans. This dock is universally used through¬
out the country. It is very useful, but it needs the basiu.

Mr. TOOMB8. Does the gentleman sny that the dock,
with the basin and railway, was ever used by any body
but this Government?

Mr. MALLORY. Tho dock needs a basin.
Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to know whether any body but

the Government over was fool enough to use this dock
with the basin and railway ?

Mr. MALLORY. 1 say this dock is being used all over
the United States, and ships are docked in it while we
are talking about it.
Mr. TOOMBS. My quostion is, wh.ther it has been

used in connexion with the railway and basin by any body
m the world except this Government ?

MALLORY. Tho railway, the gentleman must
know, has no connexion with tho dock and basin. The
railway is simply a convenience to enable you to repair
moro ships than one at the same time. If you have one

ship in tho dock without a railway, you cannot repair
more than that one at a time, but with a railway you may
repair a large number at once. Now, the question is not
whether the basin and railway are entirely superfluous,
but the question for the country to dotermine is, whether
they will abandon this dock and basin, for whieh they
have paid $1,000,000, or whether they will make it avail¬
able and useful by this further expenditure.

I agree with my colleague and the .Senator from Penn¬
sylvania that there are features about these dock con¬
tracts which none of us approve; but the contractors
have got the money, and I venture the opinion that if
suit be brought on the bonds.and I almost know that
the Secretary has determined to do it.it will end in no-

thing, but we shall still have the dock on our hands. In¬
stead of allowing it to deteriorate, why not expend this
small sum of money which will make it available and use¬
ful ? It will enable the dock to be got into the basin, and
then you can use it. I have great regard for tho opinion
of my colleague on this matter, but I have much greater
regard for my own, because I have inspected ships and
docks, and I have seen many a ship docked in precisely
such a dock as this; and I can see, as it were, before me
now, the identical difficulty which is in the way.

Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to ask tho Senator from Flo¬
rida will this appropriation complete the work or only
begin it? Will this finish tho dock so that it oan be
used?

Mr. MALLORY. I hold that this appropriation will
enable us to dock a frigate immediately; and I think with¬
out it you will never be able to dock a ship there at all.
That is my position.

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, it is very seldom that
I occupy the attention of tho Senate ; but as this is a local
matter in which I feel a responsibility to my constituents
in opposing an item for my owa State, I beg leave to say
a few words further.

I am in favor of the amendment of the Senator from
Pennsylvania for the simple reason that this deep basin
is perfectly unnecessary. We have tho evidence of com¬

petent naval officers that* there is sufficient depth of wa¬
ter at Ponsacola now without any such expenditure as

this. I am opposed to the expenditure for raising the
walls of the dock basin, for the reason that the board of
officers appointed to examine and inspect it reported that
there was not sufficient water within the basin to float
the dock with a frigate on it, and the expenditure of this
money for raising the walls of the basin will not givo you
an inoh or the fragment of an inch additional water in
the basin. That board, composed of navy and army offi¬
cers and engineers, reported to the Department that there
was not sufficient depth of water in the basin, and that
the contractors had not complied with the contract. Now,
it you add to the height of the wall of the basin, you will
not get an additional inch of water in that basin. How,
then, can my colleague say that by raising this wall or

making this basin, when you hav6 now twenty-four feet
j of water, by expending money to give you thirty or forty
feet> it will enable you to take the dock into the basin,
which has only nine l'eet ten inclics of water over its gate ?
Every body knows that water seeks its own level. You
may raise a wall around it as high as you please and it
will Hot add a fragment of an inch to the depth of the
water in the basin.
My colleague spoke of the opinion of the Attorney

General. I am no lawyer, but I have no hesitancy in
saying that the opinion of the Attorney General was per¬
fectly correct on the case presented to him. The simple
case presented to him was, should the contractors or the
Government furnish the water outside the basin to bring
the dock to the gate of the basin. The Attorney Gene¬
ral unhesitatingly decided that the Government was
bound to furnish the water, as it had fixed on the site for
the basin ? The Department submitted that question to
the Attorney General, but there was no evidence that
there was not sufficient water outside the basin to float
the dock into the basin. There was nothing but the
statement of the contractors themselves. On that hypo-
thetical case, submitted to the Attorney General, he gave
his opinion. Subsequently, when the Government ap¬
pointed a board of officers and engineers to examine into
the whole matter, they reported that there was sufficient
water without the gate of this basin to float the dock to
the basin, but that there was notjenough water over the
sill of the basin and in the basin itself to float the dook
with a frigate on board.

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, as the Senator from Flori¬
da (Mr. Mokton) wishes the motion to strike out to pre¬
vail, of course I shall not object. The only effect is to
render it impossible for the Government ever to repair a

ship at his navy yard, or to use this dock in any way
whatever. That, however, is a local matter, for the con¬
sideration of the honorable 8enator and his State.
Mr. MORTON. You will never repair a vessel with

the deok.
Mr. GWIN. That is the Senator's opinion. The Sena¬

tor has been led into error in regard to the insufficiency
of the dock and the violation of the contract by the re¬

port of the board of officers to which he has so often re-

terred. Now, I undertake to say that that report is as

completely cut to pieces by the answer of the contractors
as any dooument ever was in the history of this oountry;
and if the 8#nator from Florida and the Senator from
Pennsylvania will withdraw their objections to the publi¬
cation of that doeument, we shall see both sides without
having long speeches on the subject. This morning I
proposed to discharge the oommittee and have that do¬
cument published, that we might see the other sido of the
question as well as the one which has been so often and
elaborately discussed here ; but the Senator from Penn¬
sylvania objected to it.

Mr. BRODHEAD. I did object to discharging the oom¬
mittee and printing the document referred to, beoause
the committee had not taken any action upon it. Wa had
not time to examine it and make a report; why, then,
discharge the committee and publish the document?

Mr. GWIN. It could very easily be referred to the
committee next winter, and examined and reported on by
them. Is the gentleman afraid to see it in print? I un¬

dertake to say that the facts and arguments presented by
the contractors defend themselves abundantly against
every charge brought against them. The whole difficul¬
ty and the only difficulty is, that at the navy yard at Pen-
saoola and the navy yard at Philadelphia we ought never
to hare provided these docks at all. It is a very differ¬
ent thing in other locations. I undertake to say that in
the history of civilised nations you will never again see a

stone dock built; but these are the docks which always
will be used in all time to come. They are used by the
commercial marine, and all the docks whioh will be built
in future will be on this plan. In regard to the basin
and railway, that may be an experiment, but I have no

doubt it will succeed; and so far as that is conoerned.I
speak of my own country.we wish to have it There we
do net want any deepening of the water. Nature has
given us water enough, and has given us a place for a

dook basin and railway without any of those appliances.
There four or five places in the United States where
we need navy yards; and although, as the head of the
Naval Committee, I sustain all the navy yards, I believe
in a great deal of what the Senator from Maryland said
this morning, and I think the time is rapidly approach¬
ing wheu we ahopld consider whether wt eught net to

abandon soae of them And retain those at proper !<**.
tiona where the/ are really useful.

nii -mCk uke t° 8y ^ doek io the nttn ia Califor-
d^lT K.

eBU»ent,y u»e'al to the country. We want a
dock basin, and railway there. The oontract to which
the Senator from Georgia alluded haa been made in ac¬
cordance with law and in accordance with the public ne¬
cessities of that section of the country. We shall new

m 1 Government doing this, that, and the other
to make a nary yard there. God Almighty has mad* it.
It is unnecessary to dredge, a. you are doing atSiyour
Son hh ?XCeplthree or four- L«x>k at this appropria-
aYi*70U 6"d th4t appropriate for dredgi^
Other navv V Ph!'a(lelPhi»> Penaacola, and various

wish to di« ?ar. 1 could refer to some, but I do not

^«^Tkh,?K*b;Cb*tr° th.

Ed, SotMk .a?'s'.. J' b°"n *i>pU'li- N« Vork.
Nature ha*

8an Franciaco are the points which

is for striking out 1 have no obj£i^X w" ^°n<U
Mr TOOMBS. I think lEtS?!? 0°u?i.

eminently proper. I have u fo*
**"*0 out U

i, I.M* S.n.tor
people came here eight or ten years ago thev ankJl far
contracts for three docks.one at Kittery one at Phil*
delphia, and the other at Pensacola. There was a ir**»t
struggle about it; but finally they got the contract!
They said there was plenty of water at all the places
and that they were very fit places to build these docks'
railways, and basins. They went on and built them, i
suppose the report of the examination of the docks de¬
pends very much on those who examim them. I hare
not hoard auy thing in reference to the Kittery dook. I
hare examined the report of the board that examined the
I ensacola dock, which the Senator from California says
has been triumphantly answered. The board was com¬

posed of Com. Tattnall, of the navy, Major Chaee, of the
army, Mr. Ilerron, an eminent civil engineer of the
navy, who took down all the t timony, and ftr. Hartt,
the chief naval constructor of the Unit' 1 States. Their
report, accompanied by all he testimony and facts, is be¬
forei us. The statement of lie coHtra<-r, ra is utterly de¬
nied by the board. They fused to eceive the dock
because it was faulty in prinii j an] cc nstruetion. That
¦ the report made by tbeeom .n to examin*
the work; and, after all the evasions of the contractors
disclosed in the testimony, they came here and demanded
the money.
They alleged that the difficulty was owing to a defi¬

ciency of water, and they referred it to the Attorney
General to say whether, under their contraot, there must
not be a sufficiency of water. He said there must be
and then the money was paid to them. This commission!
however, tell us that was not the difficulty. The ship
they attempted to dock was not moro than two-thirds
the sixe required by the contraot. One was a ehip-of-
war, the other a frigate. These parties were paid in
the face of the report of this commission.

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator tell me whether any one

dockedT 0®oer8' ®xcePt on®> ever before saw a ship
Mr. TOOMBS. I suppose Commodore Tattnall did: he

has been in the navy all his life.
Mr. GWIN. No, sir, he never did.

i^w88; 1 8hould consider that rather strange.
Mr. UWIN. It is so asserted, and it seems to be very

well proved.
'

Mr. TOOMBS. Theso officers were sent for the pur¬
pose of examining this dock. The commission was com¬

posed of some of the most scientific officers in your army
and navy, and I am disposed to believe what they say.
The contractors made one excuse after another. They
said there was not sufficient depth of water at Pensacola.
Ihe commission, after the most accurate measurements,
were unanimous that there was an abundanoe of water to
dock that ship; so that tho fault must be in the dock.
1 et Senators now talk of that report being out to pieces.

But, sir, I got up chiefly for the purpose of saying this:
Theso men first got a contract for making three docks
and they started at the price of $300,000 apiece ; but they
have carried tho cost up to nearly three millions of dol¬
lars. They then built a dock in California for over fivo
hundred thousand dollars; and they got an act passed at
the last session of Congress authorizing the Secretary of
the Navy, if he thought the public necessity required it.
to make a contract for a basin and railway at 8an Fran¬
cisco. In the face of the report of the board of commis¬
sioners theso people got $993,000 for the Pensacola dock,
nnd, according to the intimation of the Senator from Flo¬
rida, with a straw bond, whereas it is faulty in principle
and construction. If the Secretary of the Navy haa made
such a contract as the Senator from California says for a
basin and railway at San Francisco, his conduct ought to
be icastigated, and I will take an early opportunity at
the ne*t session to cause an inquihy into his conauct in
that respect. 1

Mr. GWIN. I undertake to say that, whenever the
Senator invites the investigation, the Secretary will be
ready to meet him. He has executed the law, and h« io
not afraid to meet any responsibility that results from his
action. I was one who advised and urged him to do it.
and I know he did his duty.
Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I am not disposed to

protract the discussion, but I must make one remark in
reply to my friend from California. He boasts of having
in California sufficient water for the construction of a
dock without any outside oppliannes. I put up the same
claim for the bay of Pensacola. t say we have there suf¬
ficient water for the construction of a basin and the float¬
ing ofa dock without any of these artifioial appliances of
scows, dredging, or any thing of the kind.
Tho Senator also said that the report of the board of

commissioners was riddled.I think that was the term ho
used.by the response of these contractors to the Naval
Committee. I have not had an opportunity to read that
response. I can only say that, from the report of the
Wavy Department and from the report of this board of
commissioners to the Navy Dopartment, the evidence is
clear and conclusive to my mind, and must be to every
one who looks at those reports, that the contractors havo
not complied with, but have signally failed in their eon-
tract. What evidence they have produoed I know not;
but I should rely upon the opinion of auoh men aa those
who composed this board.Capt. Tattnall, who has spent
forty years of his life in the navy of his oountry, one of
the first contractors' attached to the navy, an engineer of
distinction attached to the army, and also one superin*
tending the works at Pensacola.aa to the efficiency of
this work much sooner than I wonld on the statement of
the contractors.

Mr. GWIN. The facts and the law will determine tho
case. Any man's statement ia not worth a cent unless
sustained by the facts.

Mr. BRODHEAD. My amendment is merely to strike
out the words "continuation of deep basin, raising walls
of dock basin," and does not affeot the appropriation.
The amendment was agreed to.

Ths Cuba* Slavs Trads..On the day that tho Bri¬
tish Parliament was prorogued there was laid before the
House of Commons the copy of a report from Mr. Ceaw.
ford, the British Consul at Havana, atating that tho
trado in slaves to Cuba haa been more active in 1853 than
in any of the eleven years previous, 1844 excepted. This
shows how ineflectual have been all the exertions of the
British Government to suppress the traffic. A Cuban
who is vouched for by Joseph Hume aa one of the largest
proprietors on the island, saya, referring to the decree of
* larch last,^ allowing for tlie period of two jtarc the in¬
troduction into Cuba of free Spanish, Chinese, or Yuctk-
tanese laborers, that the planters of the island prefer the
i ucatanese to the others on many important accounts,
and as soon as the promulgation of the above mentioned
decree was known a contract was made by some of the
Cuban houses with the Mexican Government for the emi¬
gration of families from Yucatan. The planters gene¬
rally applauded the plan, agreeing at the same time
among themselves to abstain firom buying or hiring any
slavea for their plantations as long as Yucatan laborers
can be procured. But, unhappily, the pecuniary means
at hand are not sufficient to introduce, in the short time
of two years, (one of which is searly elapsed,) the num¬
ber of free laborers equal to the necessities of tho agri¬
culture of that country.
The decree of March last, besides allowing the impor¬

tation of free laborers, provides.
" That tho colonists shall not work their laborers more

than twelve hoars. They mast recoive at the end of every
month the account and settlement of their wages. The wares

shall be received even ia the ease of being siok or convalescent
from illnts* acquired on their labor. They are bound by con¬

tracts to work for their masters, but when they are ill used
they have a right to complain to the tribunals of the inland.
Thoy are under the immediate protectorate of all the pablio
authorities and the syndics of the corporations."
A Woman s Magnanimity..A miller's dog broke

chain; the miller ordered the maid servant to tie him up
again ; she was attacked and bitten by the dog. On hear-
ing her cries the miller and his people ran to her aesisU-
ance. " Keep off!" said she, shutting the yard door;
.' the dog is mad ; I am already bitten, and must ohain
him up alone." Notwithstanding his biting she did not
let him go, but chained him up, and then retired to her
chamber, and with the noblest resignation prepared her¬
self to die. 8ymptoms of hydrophobia soon broke est,
and ahe died in a few dsya. The dog waa killed without
doing any further mischief.
Mail Robber Arrbstbd..The mail has recently been

rifled of about $20,000 in drafts at Augusta, Georgia. A
few days ago a man named Burnett, who drove the mail
from the post office there to the depot, waa arrwted in
Nashville, and a draft for $600, payable in New York,
was found ia hie possession.


