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THE WORD FLEET.
A correspondent writing to th.- es-

teemed New York Sun says:
To the Editor of the Sun:
Sir: The terms fleet. flotilla andsquadron seem lo be regarded as iden¬tical by the average layman.
A fleet is composed of twelve battle¬ships.
A mosquito fleet is composed oftwelve or more small boats.
A squadron is composed of less than

twelve battleships, and is often a prutof a fleet, such as the van. center or
rear squadron.
A flotilla is composed of twelve or

more men-of-war, some of which maybe battleships.
Hence the United States has no fleet,

neither has Spain.
Admiral Devvey commands a squad¬

ron.
Almirah'te Montejo also commands a

squadron.
Acting Admiral Sampson commands

a flotilla.
Almirarite Cervera and Almirante

Camara' each command a squadron.
June 15. lS'lS. E. M. F.
In a technical sense the position of

the Sun's correspondent, is correct, but
since the main object in using the
English language is not to convey
technical information and knowledge
it seems to us that his objection to
the use of the word "fleet" is rather
hypercitlcal than justifiable. Such an

eminent authority as the Stan¬
dard Dictionary defines "fleet"
as "several vessels in com¬

pany or under one command, especial¬
ly ships or war." That being the case,
it Is difficult to see how the .use of the
word can be regarded as erroneous save
by those who are always straining at
gnats. Its use is especially justifiable
in view of the fact that it may save
awkwardness and tautology. It is use¬
ful at the present time and there is
no justification for the effort to rele¬
gate it to the rear until Uncle Sum
gets twelve battleships.

Those persons who are in the nabil
of seeing significant signs and omens

in connection with every important
tragedy and accident have already dis¬
covered a reason for the great disaster
at the launching of the English battle¬
ship Albion at Blackwall a few days
ago. It has been learned that the bot¬
tle of champagne with which the vessel
was christened did not break when
thrown againsl the prow of the battle¬
ship and of course it is not difficult,
from the superstitious point of view, to
account for the frightful results that
followed her initial plunge. These folk
do not stop to consider that if a hogs¬
head had been thrown over the good
ship the strength of the waves that
followed her leap Into the water would
have been exactly the same, if these
superstitious persons would only use a
little common sense.but if common
sense were universal there would be no
superstition.

The English experts who are talking
about the "horrible shape" in which
Camara'« squadron is supposed lo be
should investigate the condition of Ad¬
miral Cervera. He is really the gen¬
tleman who deserves all the superflu¬
ous sympathy naval men have to

^ spare.

WHERE GEK. MERIUTT FAILED.

A Chambermaid Succeeded in Making
a Stubborn Chinese Understand.

(San Francisco Call.»
Maj. Gen. Merritt. grim old warrior

of a score of Heids, head of the Manila
army. Military Governor of the Phillo-
tiines. ha* met hlB first defeat. H« coi
't from a yellow. lantern-Jawed, slam
*yed Chinese armed with a v.aanras
and a bucket of suds.
When the general entered the suit*

¦which had been provided at th" Faluc*
he found that imnortant business
awaited attention. He desired to dio-
ouss affairs of state. A Chinese serv¬
ant was in the room, washing window*
They did not particularly need wash¬
ing, but the yellow fellow was ther»
under orders, and he proposed to finish
.he job. The general asked 1dm to take
his suds and go.
"Me no sabee." replied the saffron son

of toil, splashing more water on.
The general argued, but it was u

less. He scolded and harangued, but
10 no effect.
Affairs of state might wait, but the

Chinese was bent on cleaning the u
.lows. lie looked mildly at the general
and dipped anew Into the suds. "Me
no sabee," was all lie said. Tie- general
being a student of human nature «-¦»
well as of Hie art of war. suspected
that the Intruder was lying.
"John." said he. with great solemnity,

"don't you know 1 could have
shot?"
"You no shontee me." replied I"hn.

"Go shootee Splanlard. Me Mellcan
man's fiend. Me alle same Stlars
Stlipes." and a fresh dash of Ktids
struck the pane.
The general was getting Impatient.

There was no use in diplomacy. "Git!"
he yelled. "Vamoose' Clear null You
sabee 'clear out.' you heathen?"
"Me no sabe 'clear out.'" answered

John. "Me sabe Melican Mag. Me sabe
washee window."
The Military Governor of the Philip¬

pines was in despair. Just then
chambermaid passed the open door.
"Say." said the general, "come In ni

induce this heathen to get out."
The chambermaid came in. broom in

hand.
"See here." she remarked I" John.

"skii>. or I'll break this Itroom over
your coeoanut."
John picked uti the bucket of suds

and started for the hallway. As he
reached the door he winked at the gen¬
eral. "Me no sale- much: me sabe
war," he said, and went his way.

-Stum mid Stars.
"According totbe nebular hypothesis, a|star is made by a nebulous particle joining

with countless other panicles," remarked
the observer of men and things, "which,
of course, doesn't account for the dramatic
star. A dramatic star is made by a i
lous particle swelling up." Detroit Jour-
nah

Most, of the monks at King William's
Town, Cape Colon}*, are tradesmen, and
do their own carpentering, bricklaying,ttlacksinithing, etc.. besides teaching J.chool. All tlie buildings they occupy
Iv'cre creeled by themselves.

For Hume Ktt'ect.
'Why did you insist on an executive

session?" asked the Intimate acquaintance
'Did you have anything so very mysteri¬
ous or important to say on that subjectr"

'"No," replied Senator Sorghum. "Hut
I desired t<i make my constituents think I
had."-.Washington Star.

Persistency is ', he road to success. The
only known except ion to this rule is the
case of a hen sitting on a china egg..Ex¬
change.
A trenchant French proverb says: "It Is

easy to eat, the wedding breakfast; not so
easy to eat the weekday dinners that come
after."

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
f TtE.^i^sTTd'r^f>iiPliouSii
tb all modern conviences. Situa¬

ted 221". Forty-fourth street. Rent,
month. Apply 221 Fourty-I'ourth
.eel. 1u25l-lwp

GRANDE SQUARE PIANO AT THE
Metropolitan Hotel belonging to the
firm of FergiiBson Bros., of Rich¬
mond, Va.. can be bought for $50
cash; worth $2H0. Ju 24-21*

WANTED.BOY AVI In HAS SOME
knowledge of the printing business.
Apply al Daily Press olliee._tf.

AIRS. E. f!. McCULLOCH, 341
Twenty-sixth street, wishes board¬
ers anil lodgers. A large, spacioushouse, witli lint and cold water
batli. Rates'very rensonab'e.

ju 21 Im p,

FOR RENT. TWO FURNISHED
rooms suitable for light housekeep¬
ing at :I4;: Twenty-sixth st.

SUMMER SCHOOL FOR ROYS AND
girls. All branches of a liberal edu¬
cation taught. Apply to 11. H.
ERES, 223 Twenty-seventh street.

Jul-tf

Notice.
A. T. MeTier. of Manchester. Va
ill deliver an address on Socialism on

Elevator Square tonight at s o'clock,
The public is invited to attend.

Dividend Notice.
Citizens and Marine Bank,

Newport News Va., June l.yi.x.
The directors of this bank have de¬

clared a dividend of three (3) per cent,
nut of the profits for the past six
months, payable to the stockholders
on atid after July 1. ts'.is.

W. B. VEST, Cashier.
ju24-llljuly1

P you have furniture of
any kind to buy or sell
caii at

AUCTION HOUSE,
3107 Washington ave.

Bricks ! Bricks S
150,000
hard new bricks for sale. Kiln
.ady for delivery now.

Address W. R. BRANCH,
Toano, Va.

Dividend Notice.
At a meeting of the directors of theFirst National Hank of Newport Newsheld June 21, IVjS, a dividend of three

tier cent, was declared out of theprofits of the past six months payableto the stockholders on and after July>. J. A. WII.LETT.
< 'ashler.ju'23-5t.

Hotel Ivy Dairy Lunch Room
Is now open In the basement of the Ivybuilding, corner Washington avenue
and Twenty-seventh street. rce cream,soft shell crabs and coffee a specialty.All meat sandwiches 6 cents. Open dayand night,

A JuS-lta
.-. '. ¦.¦¦:,..¦- ¦'

fiOTOT
EftTfi&R
WEARABLES

Is what you need just]
now.

We can fit you up in

Crash Suits. Serge
and Alpaca Coats and1
Vests. White Duck
and Crash Trousers.
Neglige Shirts. Gauze

Underwear: in fac

everything is here to|
keep you cool.

Lightweight Shoes1
and Hats in great
varieties.
Prices are lower

than ever.

The Reliable
Clothier. Shoer ana

Hatter.
\JEW DANK
1 National Ouilding

It's Bread, Not War
the Spaniard Wants.

There are many people In Newport
¦lews also who can't get bread to suit
their taste because they don't know
that we make the purest and most de¬
licious bread stuffs in Newport News.
We also make the riebest and finest
pastry, fancy cakes, wedding cakes,
loaf cakes and tnnccaroons to be found

ywhere. We nter to "the most fas¬
tidious palate and never fail to please
our patrons.

a. b. w1lhjnk,
217 Twenty-seventh street, nearWash¬

ington Avenue.

Hot Time
in the Old
Town

is one way of expressing a sense
of merriment, but the hot time
some house keepers have in
sweltering over hot ranges with
unsatisfactory tires, with wood,
coal, ashes, dirt and annoyance,
is it any wonder they look
weary and broken down ? But
with a modern gas range all this
trouble disappears. The range
will cook anything.it will do it
quickly, it will do its work bet¬
ter and more satisfactory than
any coal range ever made. It
will heat water for the bath or
any purpose, and what is more
the gas range is the most econ¬
omical cooker on the market,
(las at $1.110 per thousand feet
is ten cents a hundred. An aver¬
age family can cook three meals
daily with less than 100 feet of
gas. Ask those using gas and
you will see. Those who have
just found out the benefits are
most enthusiastic. We have
known it so long we wonder
why every body don't see it as
we do. but they will soon see It.
We .ire setting ranges every
day. and every range set bringsalong another sounder of its
praises. Call and see us.

Newport News Gas Company,
W. S. lit IWION, Supt.

Va Transportation Co.
W. R. SCTJX/L, Manager.

Storage Warehouse.
Freight, Baggage, Safes a e rnl-

ture carefully and promptly moved.
All kinds of hauling dor.e at low

ratea. . j|
PHONK 2592, K: <->. BOX 1*1. ji

For shoes to he sold at such ridicu¬
lously low prices ? Is the question putto us by the inquiring public.This is easily explained. We have
purchased the entire stock ofthe Cen¬
tral Shoe and Clothing Store, now lo¬
cated at 3022 Washington avenue,con-sisting of 1000 pairs of fine footwear
at one-half of their actual value.

Don't fail to call at once and secure
some of the gigantic bargains. Everypair will be sold at once according to
purchasing prices.

Youths' Satin Calf, solid
leather, dongola top, lace
shoe, in coin and opera toes,
sizes 12 to 2, regulär value
$1.25, will go at 63 cents.

Ladies' Genuine Dongola
Patent Tip. hand turned, in
lace and button, a very
flexible and dressy shoe, reg¬
ular value $1.50, will go at
8!) cents.

Ladies' Viel Kid. Hand
Turned. Kid Tip. Silk Top
Facing, a very stylish Shoe
in Button or Lace, regular
value $2.50. will go at $1.48.

Ladies' Tan Vici. Oxford
Ties, Hand Sewed. Patent
Leather or Kid Tip. a very
soft and flexible Shoe, regu¬
lar value $2.25, will go at
$1.24.

Misses' and Children's Tan
Vici. Strap Sandals, all solid
leather, with large nickle
buckle and Satin Bows,
regular value $1.00, will go
at 4Sc.

Men's Satin Calf, Solid
Leather Shoes, in Lace and
Congress, in all style toes,
regular value $1.50, will go
at T9c.

Men's Genuine Calf, Hand
Welted, Coin or Opera Toes,
in Lace or Congress, regular
value $2.50, will go at $1.48.

Men's Tan Vici, Hand Sew¬
ed. Silk Vesting Top. in
Coin or Bull Dog Toes, reg¬
ular value $4.00, will go at

This is a Bona fide Sale

Every shoe guaranteed to be as

represented or money refunded

§ Up-to-date SHoe, Hat and Gent's FurnlsninQ store.
2900 Washington Ave., Newport News.

Washington aventne and Twenty-eighth street, over Tdeal Pharmacy.Office Hours 8 A. M. to S P. M. Sundays, 8 A. M. to
Open Evenings 7 to 8.VITALIZED AIR FOR PAINLESS EXTRACTING.GOODSET.TE-E-T11.5 DOLLARSBESTSET.1 rf ill.8 DOLLARS fPARTIALSETS.a * *¦.IN PiROPORTTON b>No charge for extracting when teeth are ordered.Extracting."". ..{.25crA Painless extracting with local anastlietic.".50c h. Silver filling.50c up Gold .$1.00 upTeeth Cleaned.75cBridge work and crowns, 22 karat gold, $5 per tooth.4 ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

\®®@®®@
®, PURE ICE, ARC,

Incandescent and
Bell Wiring done
on short notice.
Inspection guaiv
anteed.

GOLD STORAGE,
flRG LIGHTS

incandescent, Llflhts,
METER OR CONTRACT

MOTOR
POWER.

Peninsula Electric Light and Power Co.
NEWPORT NeWS, VA.

(Board of Directors meet third Tuesday in each month.)

'PHONE 2616.

SCHMELZ
Offers

BROS., BANKERSNEWPORT NEWS. VA.
Its Customers Every AccommodationConsistent lA/ltrt Safe Banking,Accounts of individuals, linns and corporations solicited. Collectionsmade on all parts of the country. Foreign drafts issued on all parts of theworld.
IN OUR DIME SAVINGS DEPARTMENTDeposits received frt ui 10 cents to $5,000 and interest allowed at the rate ofFOUR PER CENT. PER ANINUM.SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES FOR RENTOnly Safety Boxes In the City Secured t>y Time Locks

W. A. Post, President. J. R. Swlnerton, Vice-Presldent, J. A. Wlllett, CashierFIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF NEWPORT NEWS.GnFITnL $100,000.._¦. SURPLUS $30,000DIREC TORS :W. A. Poet, J. R. Swlnerton, M. B. Crowelt, M. V. Doughty.R. G. Bickford. C. B. Orcutt, I. Eugene Walte. J. A. Wlllett.Accounts of banks, carpor&ilons. merchants, individuals and firms Invited.We offer depositors every accommodation which their balances, business andresponsibility warrant. Sell our own drafts drawn on all principal cities ofthe world.

SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES FOR RENT
G. B. WEST, President. D. S. JONES, Vice-Presldent. W. B. VEST, Cashier.Citizens and Marine Bank

OF NEWPORT NEWS, VA.
CAPITAL $50,000. SURPLUS $15 OOO\ PAID IN DIVIDENDS, $15,500.
A general banking business. Every facility offered for cafe and prompttransaction of business on favorable term*. The accounts of Corporations,Firms and Individuals solicited. Special attention given i'o collections. Draftsdrawn on all parts of the world.

A SRECIAL SAVINGS DEPARTMENT.INTEREST ALLOWED ON DE POSITS OF W AND UPWARD.DIREC TORS : '419)9C. B. West, H. E. Parker, T. M. Benson, J. B. Jenninge, L. P. Ste&rnes,E. 1. Ivy, D. 8. Jonea, X. C. Garrett, J. M. Cartia.

1he Flag of

Over

Our Warships

whose mission is to protect our shores.and fight

Everybody is eager to know more about these superbfortresses which guard the nation's honor. We have
arranged for our readers to oecure for a merely nominal
sum a Portfolio Series in ten parts, each containing 16
reproductions of special pho- / ''Indiana"
tographs, ICO in all, each ''Brooklyn"
accompanied by Explanatory
Text, in which are

Described
the vessel's armor, guns, en¬

gines, power, etc. In short,
the very information wanted
for a full understanding of the
fighting and manoeuvers of the fleets and single vessels
But this is NOT ALL you get out of the

'Columbia"
"Oregon"
"Minneapolis"
"MAINE" B"70*a ntttr.
"Katahdin"
"New York"
"Texas"
"Amphitrite"
"Baltimore'!

and mug otsturs.

OP
for the islands which the 3hips will protect will receive
their share of attention, and / Lee in Havana
the reader feels on turning the
last leaf that he has bad

Cuba

Palaces
Cities
People
Dwellings
Products
Plantations
Fortresses
Harborsjudge of the island's past and Commerce

present. But he doe- .t 1 and much more

stop here, as considerab.^ space in the series is de¬

in a manner to enable him to

voted to another island realm
which we may own some day.
In some of the parts he finds

/ President Dole
Honolulu
BirJ's-Eye Views
Productions

HdWdil Portrayed^ .Er~
Queen Lil

and everything explained
which an Ameican needs to

investigate. »

Natives
Scenery
and much, else

Fill out legibly
the coupon be¬
low, stating bow

many you wish, and bring (or send) it to the Daily Press "with io
cents for each Portfolio wanted. It will be more convenient to send$1-00 at once, as you can thereby avoid the bother of writing a letterand inclosing a dime for each issue. They will be sent to any point inthe United States, Canada, or Mexico, postpaid. ;'

THE SERIES COMPRISES''
No. 21 The Hawaiianllalands No. 26 The,Hawaiian Islands

No. 27 Cuba and the Wrecked Maine
No. 28 The Hawaiian Islands
No. 29 Cuba
No. 30 The Hawaiian Islands

No, 22 The American Navy
No. 23 The American Navy
No. 24 The Hawaiian Islands
Ho. 25 The "Maine"'

One for a Dime. Ten for a Dollar.

The Daily Press will please send to the under
signed reader the following PORTFOLIOSj
Nos.
for which $...... is inclosed.
Name.......

Street.;.
City. State.


