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FIGHTING NATIONS OF EUROPE HAVE AMERICA'S POWDER SECRETgood conduct of one toward the other in Manchuria
and their own adjacent possessions. The well-bein- g

of China was not considered in arriving at this
agreement.

It is suspected that Japan's purpose is to ac-

quire territory at the expense of Germany She has
assured this country that she will not disturb the
integrity of China which the United States, with
other powers has guaranteed to maintain. We have
no other than that beneficent interest in Chinese
affairs, but things may so turn out that that will
get us into some trouble. If, with German interest
removed, Russia and Japan should determine upon
further encroachments upon Chinese territory, we
would not be in a position to enofrce the guaranty.
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TLo secret of the American gov-

ernment's "twenty-fou- r hour smoke-
less powder" has been betrayed.

The United States has lost forever
this tremendous advantage it would
have had in war.

The incident iz expected to give
impetus to the Clayton bill, being
pushed by the Army League, which
would broaden the recent law mak-
ing it a felony to disclose govern-
ment secrets.

The usual smokeless powder is
slow of manufacture. It requires
from four to six months and if manu-
factured in shorter time may ex-

plode spontaneously, destroying the
dreadnaught carrying it. Any enemy
who used up his powder would be at
the mercy of the nation whose pow-

der remained.
Hudson Maxim, the American wiz-

ard in the realm of explosives, dis-

covered a po der which could be
!used within twenty-fou- r hours.

4 He carried his secret to the gov-

ernment's powdermakers, the du
Ponts. In a deserted wing of the
fr.ctory Maxim mixed the wonderful
stuff with his own hands. Jt was
tested twenty-Cou- r hours later, ex-

ploding terrifically and with but a
trace of smoke. to

The directors of the company saw
millions in the invention a monopo-
ly of the sale of powder to every na-

tion. But the discovery was so im-

portant any nation possessing it ex-

clusively would have so great advan-tag- 3

in war that the suggestion was
made that the secret be turned over

the American government.

CONVENIENCE ONCE YOU

ACQUIRE THE HABIT OF.

PAYING YOUR BILLS BY
CHECK YOU WILL WON- - --

DER HOW YOU EVER
MANAGED THE OLD

WAY

THE
VALLEY BANK

j

Be Sure
Get Our Guarantee
Certificate of Title

In buying real estate demand
our guaranteed certificate of
title, it is important when you
place money into property
that tou get for all vears to
come absolute safety in the
title. Consult with us.

. Phoenix Title
and Trust Co.

18 North First Avenue.
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five dollar hat the man makes blood-curdli- threats
and aweth the clerk so that he selleth him a seventy-fiv- e

cent silk knob cover and holdeth his peace with
fear.

In all the world there is naught more beautiful
than a new straw hat of delicate fibre and rare
workmanship. The lily in the field is coarse beside
it. Also is the lily a hardened athlete beside the
straw hat. For the straw hat blooms in the morning,
and lo, before the bill therefor is paid it has blown
out of an automobile and has rolled one mile and
three furlongs on its edge which was not made for
rolling stock, and that hat looks like the wreck of the
Hesperus.

The cost of living is indeed high. But we could
cave it considerably by inserting in our college and
technical schools a course in the scientific wearing
and protecting of the new straw hat.

RESUMPTION OF SMELTING IN MEXICO

A matter of importance to the metallurgical
industry is the reported resumption of smelting
operations by the American Smelting and Refining
Company at Chihuahua and other points in Mexico.
It will be recalled that the company closed all of
its plants in Mexico as a result of the revolutionary
conditions and the consequent disturbance in trans-
portation and other facilities for carrying on its
business. Recently, however, the company has
been ordering members of its technical staff to re-

turn to the smelting plants, and it is the intention
to resume operations as rapidly as conditions will
permit. The Chihuahua plant probably will be the
first to be blown in, as it lies in northern territory
and is less subject to disturbance. 'This will be
followed by Monterey and Velardena, but the plant
at Aguas Callentes may not be opened for some
time. Metallurgical and Chemical Engineering.

WRECKING A NOVEL

A preacher was talking to a literary critic. The
preacher said:

"I though you didn't like the work of Potts, the
novelist?"

"Neither do I," the critic answered.
"Yet in your review the other day you declared

that Potts' last novel was remarkable for its
purity, that its high moral tone was a splendid
change from the tainted fiction of the day, and
that you advised the public to turn to the moral
Potts from the debasing white slave fiction so
much in ivogue. Why, now, my friend, if you dis-

like Potts, did you talk like that about him?"
"I did it," the critic answered, "to spoil his

sales." Tit-Bit- s.

BRIG GEMWn C CeeW.ItB
Patriotism warred with purse-string- s

in that directors' meeting.
Patriotism won. nt

Buckner of the DuPont company
went personally to Washington and
imparted the exclusive secret to the
United States ordnance heads, Cen.
Crozier and Admiral Mason.

The mixture was not patented at
all. At the factory it was arranged
that no single employe would know
the ingredients or proportions.

Further experiments removed even
the trace of smoke. Several confi-

dential experts of the government
were assigned to surpervise the Wats,
and in some way a chamist not of
their number, eminent, but too en-

grossed in science to appreciate
practical things, in his enthusiasm
for the chemical discovery prepared
a scientific paper describing it. He
read this paper tefore'a meeting of
scientists in Washington. No had
motive is attributed to him. The in-

junction of secrecy seemed to make
no impression on him that was all

The administration awoke to the
catastrophe when a scientific publi-
cation printed this address. It wa?
too late then. The cables had ti ked
the formula to a dozen foreign capi-
tals.

Straw Hats
By GEORGE FITCH

Author of "At Good Old Siwash"
-jijmjxtwwvwwwv -

When summer approaches and the sun gradually
fires up until the United States becomes an open-ai- r

brick kiln the American citizen carefully files away
his old felt hat in the ash can and buys himself a
piece of straw roofing.

He picks out a nice, substantial one dollar hat
and is about to walk awav under it when he notices
a two dollar hat which makes the other one look
as if it had been built of pine shavings. So he pre-

pares to buy the two dollar hat, whereupon the sales-

man, who is an enemy of the low cost of living, drops

a three dollar hat where the customer will see it. And
lo, the man looks with scorn on the coarseness of

the two dollar hat and would fain buy the three dol-

lar sky-piec- e, save that the clerk has taken from the
treasury a five dollar straw hat, white as milk and
fine even as much fine silk. And the customer buys

the five dollar hat and goes away to buy other
clothes which shall make it less ashamed of its owner.

And the soot comes and sits upon that hat. And
a low wretch who keepeth a store lets his awning

"A Horse With No Poetry In His Soul Steps Upon
the Brim"

down too far and it snags that hat, and the wind
seizes it and rolls it down the street where a horse
with no poetry in his soul steps upon the brim. And
the rains descend and the floods come down upon
that hat. And lo. it is a ruin and the man giveth
it to his little son to play with. And the next day
when the demon clerk would fain show him another

Imported Wines
"War will cut off drinks," declares the Wash-

ington Herald, enumerating the woes following in
the train of the European conflict. There will be
a "famine in champagne, bergundy, moselle, hock
and other famous wines." Let the Herald be calm
and learn of the versatility of the vineyards of this
country. Until the Japanese overrun California, or
until the prohibitionists prevail in the Golden State,
there will be no lack of the "imported" wines of
the Herald's list. Even then there are the prolific
vineyards which adorn the southern shore of the
Great Lakes, and there also are the apple orchards
of New York, whose output may be so doctored as
to deceive the very elect. We only need the labels,
to flood the country with French, German, Italian
and Spanish wines, from our own vineyards, and,
if the government, in the interest of the develop-

ment of industry, should not be too insistent upon

the observance of the pure food law, any good print-

ing office could turn out the labels. Perhaps the
pure food act may be suspended as a war measure.

An astonishing lot of home-mad- e wine has been
guzzled by people who thought it had been mel-

lowed by an ocean voyage. We suppose there are
young bloods who have opened "wine" since they

were old enough, who never really tasted imported,

wines. They will lose nothing by the war but the
labels and the illusion and their faith in the integ-

rity of our American wine-maker- s. If as much
"imported" wine as has been consumed in this
country were genuine, all southern Europe wuld
have been engaged in the wine-growi- industry.
There would be no room for cities or tourists. There
would be no soldiers to fight, for they would be
engaged in making wine.

POLITICAL RULE HOLDS BACK AN AMERICAN
EMPIRE

The probable beneficent effect of the Panama
canal on the countries of the Caribbean is told by
William J. Showalter in a communication- - to the
National Geographic Society, Washington. He de-

scribes the wonderful changes that have been
wrought in Porto Rico and Cuba since the advent
of the United States government in those islands.

"It would require six Salvadors to make one
Honduras, and yet Salvador has three times as much
population and three times as much foreign com-

merce as Honduras," he says. "Costa Rico is less
than half as big as Nicaragua, and yet it has three
times as much foreign commerce as Nicaragua. And
yet, when Salvador and Costa Rica are compared
with Porto Rico, they, in turn, seem to be slow in
their development. Porto Rico is so small that
seven islands like it would be required to cover
an area equal to that of Costa Rica, yet it has a
foreign trade five times as great as that of the
banana empire. Porto Rico is less than half as
large as Salvador, yet it has u foreign trade seven
times as great.

"Little Porto Rico is so small that it could bo
buried in a single Central American lake. It would
take fifty-seve- n islands of its size to equal Central
America in area, and yet Porto Rico produces more
foreign trade than all Central America together. The
reason? Because Porto Rico has an ideal govern-
ment. The trade of the island has nearly quin-
tupled since Uncle Sam took possession there. The
number of children enrolled in the schools has in-

creased sixfold. The wages of the laboring class
has multiplied threefold. Porto Rico's prosperity is
seen in the sugar fields, where four tons of sugar
are produced where one was a dozen years ago, and
where the Porto Rican people receive $6 for exported
sugar where they received Jl only a dozen years
before. Coffee production has quadrupled since the
beginning of the century. The production of or-

anges has increased sevenfold in ten years, pine-
apples twentyfold in four years and grapefruit
twenty-fivefol- d in three years."

Similar comparisons are made between Cuba and
the six republics. With an area one-fift- h as great,
its foreign commerce is three times that of the six.
"One might go on with these comparisons indefi-
nitely, the lesson of them all being that prosperity
cannot exist where good government does not," con-

tinues the writer.
"With vast deposits of minerals, untold thou-

sands of acres of the finest tropical fruit and vege-
table lands in the world, and vast areas of magnifi-
cent grazing and coffee lands, Honduras is at our
very doors. It is nearer to Chicago than San Fran-
cisco is. A stable government for Honduras, and it
must become a kingdom of plenty instead of a
principality of poverty! Nicaragua is in the same
condition as Honduras.

"It is not unreasonable to assume that if the
people of middle America can get fair and proper
government conditions after the completion of the
Panama canal, they can do what Cuba has done
in the thirteen years since the first American in-

tervention. Since that time the number of people
able to read and write has increased 140 per cent.
The mortality rate has been cut down from 33.G8
per thousand to 12.69. The balance of trade has
risen from a deficit of $27,000,000 a year to a sur-
plus of $30,000,000. Assuming that Central America
can be brought up to Cuba's standard today, its
foreign trade would amount to a full billion dollars
a year instead of a beggarly $65,000,000 today. It
would have 10,000 miles of railroad where it has less
than 1000 miles today. It would have 5000 miles of
macadam roads as compared with a few hundred.
It would have a population of 11,000,000 as com-
pared with 5,500,000 today.

"This and more will certainly come to Central
America if good government there comes apace with
a completed Panama canal."

NO NEED TO WORK

,.. Distressed Damsel Oh, sir, catch that man. He
Wanted to kiss me.

Passive Pedestrian That's all right. There'll be
another along in a minute. Williams Purple Cow.

EXPENSIVE THOUGH
Peck-- My wife's will Is law.'
Heck So is my wife's; but occasionally I

bribe her not to enforce It.

Censure is the tax a man pays to
the public for being eminent.

Swift.

The Center Street School and Safety
We are informed that the city authorities are

considering the closing of Center street between
Polk and Monroe to automobile traffic between the
hours of 8:30 in the morning and 4:30 in the after-
noon, the regulation to be effective with the open-
ing of the schools. The traffic has become so heavy
that the hundreds of children going to school or
leaving it are in peril. That danger exists at that
point has frequently been pointed out by The Re-
publican. So long as the school is maintained there,
the danger can be reduced only by reducing or
stopping traffic. If there were no other way of
reducing it, that would be a proper way, for it
would be much better that all automobiles should
be compelled to make a detour by the way of First
street or First avenue than that a single child
should be killed or maimed.

But there is a better way than closing the prin-
cipal thoroughfare of the town for a distance of
two blocks in the heart of the town. The school
should not be there. It should be removed as
quickly as possible, for the conditions which are
said to have alarmed the authorities are rapidly
increasing. As the country north, northeast and
northwest becomes more populous, the Center street
traffic will become more dense. Drivers of auto-
mobiles from all those sections seek Center street
for an entrance to the city, though it may not be
the most direct route. It is the best.

The people more than a year ago signified that
they did not want the Central school maintained.
The location was not only dangerous, but the school
building Itself was a menace antiquated and un-

sanitary.
The people of the district, that is, practically

the people of Phoenix, therefore, proposed to sell
the property, that they might have money to pur-

chase a site in a safe location and erect a modern
and safe school building. Perhaps some of the peo-

ple who so voted were moved by an additional con-

sideration. They were influenced by the proposi-

tion that the sale should be made to the city and
the county which should use the site for a joint
city and county administration building.

Anyway, no time should be lost in abandoning
the site for school purposes. If, in order to mini-

mize the dangers of it, we should close Center street
now, there will be a still stronger reason why it
should be kept closed as long as the Central school
is kept open.

The Egyptian Cotton Outlook
There is a common impression that a distant

war is a good thing for this country which pro-

duces so much more than it needs. We imagine

now that a large part of our production will be
required to meet the fearful waste that is going
on abroad; that our labor must take the place of

the millions of men who have been withdrawn from

the field of productive labor to waste what has

, already been accumulated.
Probably we have overestimated this effect of

the war upon our prosperity. Our actual producers
may get a little more for their products, but at the
same time our consumers will have to pay more

and, proportionately, a great deal more than the in-

creased prices the actual producers will receive.
The prosperity which will come to this country, the
great profits from the tremendous investment of

human life abroad, will be stopped in the hands of

a comparatively few men who are already prosper-
ous and rich and prepared to take advantage of the
misfortunes of Europe.

We have, however, one industry in this valley

which we believe will immensely thrive as a result
of the war the Egyptian cotton-growin- g industry.
The principal market for cotton of our grade Is In

England, which will be easily accessible in spite
of the war, and the demand for the cotton will be
greatly stimulated by the war. An outlet for valley

cotton has been already established.' It will go,

unlike most other American products which are sent
abroad, direct to the market, with no profits ab-

sorbed by intermediaries. This arrangement has
been made possible by the among local
growers, and of the benefit of it, each will share in
proportion to the volume of cotton he contributes.

Japan and the War
To what extent. If at all, Japan may project itself

Into the European war is a matter of interesting
conjecture. It would probably. If bound only by

treaty obligations, confine its activities to the pro-

tection of British interests in China or wherever in

the Far East they might be attacked. The Anglo-Japane- se

treaty obligates each nation to go to war
In case the other is attacked, though the obligation

is not binding in case the party with which the

attacked nation is at war has an arbitration treaty

with the other party to the treaty.
Japan also has an agreement with Russia, but

of a different character. It only guarantees the

August
By WALT MASON

This is the month of August, according to men's
talk; and now the sprightly foggist lays in his win-

ter stock. His heavy clothes he's getting, big ship-

ments every day, w hile yet we're sorely sweating and
shooing flies away. The urbane, genial geezers who
run the hardware store, are chucking ice cream freez-

ers where they'll be seen no more; and from dark
hiding places, in attics or in sheds, they bring, with
cheerful faces, last winter's skates and sleds. The
corn is turning yellow, the grass will shortly die, the
pumpkin's growing mellow, and almost fit for pie.
So let us prize and cherish fair August's sizzling heat,
for it will shortly peri3h, the warmth that can't be
beat. The gladsome flies that cheer us will seek
another clime, for autumn's drawing near us, and
good old winter time. It's surely rather funny that
o'er free heat we fret, for soon we'll pay out money

when we would raise a sweat. Around the old base-burn- er

all shivering we'll squat, and wish we could
return or relapse to August hot. So let all lads and
lasses enjoy this happy month; in every year that
passes it cometh only oneth.

LEAPS AND JUMPS IN NATURE

The idea, of the origin of species by leaps and
jumps has the great advantage of answering in an
unexpected and decisive way the numerous and in

pait very grave objections which have been brought
forward against the theory of Darwin. To my

mind, this is one of the best arguments in its fa-

vor. It releases the theory of evolution from the
serious difficulties which its adversaries have ne-

ver ceased to urge against ti. The oldest and
most serious objection is based on the obvious

of new characters during the first stages
of evolution, if this is supposed to be invisibly
slow. Imperceptible odors can not guide insects in
their visits to flowers and assure to these a suf-

ficient advantage in the struggle for life. Adapta-

tions for the capturing of insects for plants would
be of no value in a primary and imperfect condi-

tion and therefore can not be evolved by the ac-

tion of natural selection. Imperfect insects would
be rather obnoxious, according to Wasmann, and
thus would be liable, to be destroyed instead of in-

creased by this action. So it is in many other
cases. Beginning characters would always be too
Insignificant to bp of any value in the struggle for-lif-

Evidently the principle of leaps and jumps
at once relieves us of the necessity of this hy-

pothesis. It does not admit a gradual appearance
of characters, but assumes these to appear at once
in the full display of their development, and with-

out the aid of natural selection. Professor Hugo
de Vries in Science.

WASHING DAY IN SICILY

The Sicilians have the reputation of not wash-

ing themselves overfrequently, but if they are re-

miss in this respect they more than make t:p for
it by washing their garments, washing, in fact,
being a perennial occupation among the women.
The songs of the women-fol- k as they scrub the
clothes of their husbands and children outside the
doors of their homes, if ' living in a city, or in

some brook or running stream if living in the
country, are a noticeable feature of lower-clas- s

Sicilian life. The long spikes on the prickly pear
leaves and aloe plants make splendid natural pegs
on which to dry the clothes, and in all the rural
districts you will see them thus utilized, but if
they do not happen' to be sufficiently handy the
clothes are often stretched out upon the mountain
side to dry. The occupation and recreation of
most of the poorer women may be summed up in
three words washing and gossip. Wide World
Magazine.

Our Opportunity
The war will make it possible for this country to
regain the supremacy of the sea for her merchant
vessels lost during the Civil War. It also gives us
the opportunity to succeed to the South American
trade amounting to 660 million dollars per annum

now sold by foreign countries. It will make New York the great in-

ternational money and banking center of the world, largely through and
because of the provisions of the new currency law.

The Phoenix National Bank


