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In resuming your labors in ihe service of ihe peo* 
pie, it is a subject of congratulation that there has 
been no period in our past history, when *»U the ele- 
ments of national pn apcrity have been so fully de- 
veloped. Since your Iasi session no afflicting dis- 
pensation has visited our country; general good 
health has prevailed; abundance bus crowned the 
toil of the huabaiidnian; and labor in all its branches 
is receiving uu ample reward, while education, 
science ami the arts are rapidly enlarging the menus 

of s<Ksial happiness. The progress of our country in 
her career oi greatness, nut only in the vast exten- 
sion of our territorial limits and the rapid increase 
of our population, hut in resources and w ealth, and 
in the happy condition of our people, is without ex- 

ample in the history of nations. 
As the wisdom, strength and beneficence of our 

free institutions are unfolded, every day adds tresh 
motives to contentment, and freah incentives to pa- 
triotism. 

Our devout and sincere acknowledgements are 

due to the gracious Giver of all good, for the num- 

berless blessings which our beloved country enjoys. 
It is a source of high sansfaction to know thnt the 

relations of the United States with all other nations, 
with n single exceptiou, are of the most am cable 
character. Sincerely attached to the policy ot peace, 
early adopted and steadily pursued by this govern 
m lit, * h?v *n** uisly desired ‘o cultivate arid cher- 
favorahle to the maintenance of such international 
harmony. In adhering to this wise policy, n preli 
minary and paramount duty obviously consists in 
the protection of our national interests from en- 

croachment or sacrifice, and our national honor 
from reproach. These must be maintained at any 
hazard. They ndnnt of no compromise or neglect, 
and must be KCiupulously and constantly guarded. 
In their vigilant vindication, collision and conflict 
with foreign powers limy sometimes liecome unavoi- 
dable. Such has been our scrupulous adherence to 
the dictates ol justice, in all our foreign intercourse, 
that, though steadily and rapidly advancing in pros- 
perity an J power, we have given no just cause of 
complaint to any naiion, anu have enjoyed the hies- 
■inga of peace for more than thirty years. From a 

policy so sacred to humanity, and so salutary in its 
eflectsupon our political system, we should never be 
induced voluntarily to depart. 

The existing war with Mexico was neither de- 
sired nor provoked by the United States. On the 
contrary, ail honorable means were resorted to to 
avert it. After years of endurance of aggravated and 
unredrefiSed wrongsoii onr part, Mexico, in violation 
of solemn treaty stipulations, and of every principle 
of justice recognised by civilized nations, commen- 

ced hostilities; and thus, by her own act, forced the 
war upon us- Lontr before the advance of our ormv 

to the left bank of the Rio Grande, we had ample 
cause of war against Mexico; and had the U. States 
resorted to this extremity, we might have appealed 
to the whole civilized world for the justice of our 

cause. 
4 deem it to be my duty to present to you, on the 

present occasion, a condensed review of the injuries 
we had sustained, of the causes which led to the war 

and of its progress since its commencement. This 
is rendered the more necessary because of the mis- 

apprehensions which have to some extent prevai'ed 
as to us origin and true character. The war has 
been represented as unjust and unnecessary, and as 

one of aggression on our part upon a weak and in- 
jured enemy. Such erioneous views, though enter 
taiued by but few, have been widely nnd extensively 
circulated nut only a* home, but nave b 'en spread 
throughout Mexico and the whole world. A inure 

effectual means could not have oeen devised to en- 

courage the enemy and protract the war than to ad- 
vocate and adhe.e 10 their cause, and thus give them 
“a d and comfoi t.” 

lus a souice of national |»ride and exultation, that 
the great b-.dy of out people have thrown no such 
obstacles in the way of ihe government in prosecut- 
ing ihe war successuilly, Put,have shown themselves 
to be eminently pair otic, ami reudy to vindicate 
their cou itry’s honor and nteresis at any sacrifice. 
The alacrity nnd promptness with which our volun- 
teer f.»rcos malted to the ft Id on their country's 
call, prove not only the r patriotism, but their deep 
conviction 'hat our cause is iust 

The wrongs which we hive suffered from Mexico 
almost ever since she became an independent pow- 
er, and the pniie:>t endurance with which we have 
borne them, are without a parallel in the history of 

(*iviliz,><l nations, There i« reason to believe 
that if h'-se wrongs had been resented ami icataiuu 

in the first instance, ihe present war might have 
been avoided. One outrage, however, permitted to 

pass with impunity, almost necessarily encouraged 
the perpetration of another, until at last Mexico 
seemed to at'ribute to weakness and indecision on 

our part a forbearonce which was the offspring of 
magnanimity, and of a sincere desire to preserve 
friendly relauons with a sister republic. 

Scarcely h«cl Mexico achieved her independence, 
w hich the United States were tho first among the 
nations to acknowledge, when she commenced the 
system of insult ami spoliation, which she has ever 

since pursued. Our citizens engaged in lawful com- 

merce were imprisoned, their vessels seized, and our 

flag insulted in her ports. If money was wanted, the 
lawless seizure nnd confiscation of our m rchant 
vessels andiheir cargoes was a ready resource; and 
if to accomplish their purposes it became necessary 
to imprison the owners, captains and crews, it was 

done. Rulers superseded rulers in Mexico in rapd 
succession, but still there was no change in this sys- 
tem of depredaiion. Thu government of the United 
States made repeated reclamations on behalf of its 
citiaens, hut these were answered by the perpetration 
of new outrages. Promises of redress made by Mex- 
ico in the most solemn forms were postponed or 
evaded The files and records of the Department 
of State contain conclusive proofs of numerous law- 
less acts perpetrated upon the property and persons 
of our citizens by Mexico, and of wanton insults to 
our national Hag. Th-* interposition of our govern- 
ment to obtain redress was again and again invoked, 
under circumstances which no nation ought to disre- 
gard. 

It was hoped that these outragfs would cease, 
and that Mexico would he restrained by the laws 
which regulate the conduct of civil zed nations in 
their intercourse with each other after the treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation of the5th of April, 
1831, was concluded between the two republics; but 
this hope soon proved to be vain. The course of sei- 
zure and confiscation of the property of our citizens 
—the viplation of their persons and the insults to our 

flag pursued by Mexico previous to that time, were 

scarcely suspended forevena brief period, although 
the treaty so clearly defines the rights and duties of 
the respective parties that it is impossible to misun 
demand or mistake them. In less than seven years 
after the conclusion of that treaty our grievances had 
become so intolerable, that, in the opinion of Presi- 
dent Jackson, they should no longer be endured. In 
his message to Congress, in February, 1837, he pre- 
sented them to the consideration of that body, and 
declared that “The length of time since some of the 
injuries havo been committed, the repeated and una- 

vailing applications for redress, the wanton charac- 
ter of some of the outrages upon the property and 
persons of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of 
the United States, independe t of recent insults to 
this government and people by the late extraordina- 
ry Mexican minister, would justify in the eyes of all 
nations immediate war In a spirit of kind ness and 
forbearance, however, he recommended reprisals as 
a milder mode of redress He declared that war 
should not be used us u remedy 'by just and gene- 
roua nations, confining in their strength for injuries 
committed, if it can be honorably avoideu," and lidd- 
ed, “it lias occurred to me that, considering the pre- 
sent embarrassed condition of that country, we 
should act with both w.mfom and moderation, by gi- 
ving to Mexico one more opportunity to atone for 
the past, before wetake redress into our own hands. 
To avoid all misconception on the part of Mexico, 
as well as to protect our owu national character 
from reproach, this opporinmty should be given 
with the avowed design and full preparation to take 
immediate saiisfaction, if it should not be obtained 
on a repetition oftbe demand for it. To this end I 
recommend that an act be passed authorizing repri- 
sals, and the use of the natal force of the U. States, 
bv the Executive, agaiaat Mexico, to enforce them 
in the event of a refusal by the Mexican govern- 
ment to come to an am.cableadjustment of the mai- 
lers in controversy between us, upon another de- 
mand thereof, made from on board one of our ves- 
sels of war on the coast ol Mexico." 

Committees of both houses of Congress, to which 
this message of this President was referred, fully 
sustained his views of the character of the wrongs 
which we had suffered from Mexico, and recom- 
mended that another demand for redress should be 
made Indore author.zing war or reprisals. The com- 
mittee on foreign relations of the Senate, in their re- 

port, say: “After auch a demand, should prompt 
justice be refused by the Mexican government, we 

may appeal to all nations not only for the equity 
and moderation wilh which we shall have acted to- 
wards a sister republic, but fur the necessity which 
will then compel us to seek redress fur our wrongs, 
either by actual war or by reprisals. The subject 
w.ll then be oresented before Congress, at the com- 
mencement of the next session, in a clear and dis- 
tinct form; and the committee cannot doubt but 
that auch measmes will lie immed ately adopted as 

may be necieaary 10 vindicate the honor of the 
country, and insure ample reparation to our injured 
citizens." 

The committee on foreign affairs of the House of 
Represent atves made x similar rec»mmendalio >.— 

Inih'dr report, they say ihat they “fully concur 
with the President that ample cause ex is s fur tak 
mg redress into our ow n hands, and hcll-vc that we 
ahou d bu justified m the opinion of other nations fur 
taking such a step Bui they are willing to ti y the 
experiment of another demand, made in th most 
solemn l um, upon <he justice of the Mexican gov- 
ernment, before any uiiber proceedings are adopt- 
ed- 1 

No difference ofoninion upon the subject is be 
lieved to have existed in Congress at that timej ihe 
Ex cutive Mild Legislative departments concurred; 
and >ei such ha* been our forbearance, and desire to 
pre erve peace with Mexico, that the wronea of 
wh»» h ihfcn complained, and which gave rise to 
thaae •oleum proceedings, not only reniHio unre- 
dialed 10 this day, hut additional oauaat of com- 

plaint, ol an uggiavatsd diameter, have ever since 
hr< n accumulating. 

Shortly after these proceedings, a special mossen- 
err \va^ despatched to Mexico, to make a final de- 
mand for redress; and on the twentieth of July. : 

1837, the demand was made. The reply of the Mex- 
ican government bears date on the twenty-ninth of 
the same month, and contains assurances of the j 
'anxious wish’ of the Mexican government 'not to j delay the moment of that final and equitable adjust J 
ment which is to terminate the existing difficultie s he 
iween the two governments;’that nothing should be 
left undone which may contribute to th 111091 speedy 
and < quiiablc determination of the subjects which 
have so rtenoutly^gaged theatlention of the Ame- 
rican government-.’ that the '.Mexican government 
would adept, as fhe only guide fur its conduct, the 
plainest principles of public right, thesaertd obliga- 
tions imposed uyinternational law, and the religious 
faith of treaties; |nd that ‘whatever reason ana jus- 
tice may dictate Respecting each case will be done.* 
The assurance wits further given, that the decision 
of the Mexican psvaj-nmenl upo.i ench cause of 
com plaint, for tliich redress had been demanded 
should he coinmmicated to the government of the 
U. States by theMexican minister ai Washington. 

These solemn assurances, in answer to our demand 
for redress, wetj disregarded. By making them 
however, Mexicj obtained further delay. President 
Van Bui on, in Hp annual message to Congress of 
the fifth of Decenber, 1837, states, that ‘altho’ the 
larger number, pf our demands for redress, and 
‘many of them aggravated cases of personal wrongs 
have been nowfor years before the Mexican gov- 
ernment, and stpie of the causes of national com- 

plaint, and thoa of the most offensive character, ad- 
mitted of imtnii to, simple and satisfactory re- 

plies, it is only ivithin a few days past that any spe- 
cific coimiiuniation in answer to our last demand, 
made five monks ago, has been received from the 
Mexican ministir;’ and that 'for not one of our pub- 
lic complaints Itis satisfaction been given or offered; 
that but one oflhecases of personal wrong has been 
favorably cons^;"^ ond that but four cases of both 
dntfo rinullv 
Buren, believing that it would be vain to make any 
further attempt to obtain redress by the ordinary 
means within the power of the Executive, commu- 

nicated this opinion to Congress, in rhe message re- 

foried 10, in which he sai l: “On a careful and delibe- 
rnte examination of the contents,’' (of the correspon- 
dence with theMexican government,) “andconsider- 
ing the spirit manifested by the Mexican govern- 
ment, it has become my painful dul/ to return the 
subject ns it now stands, to Congrats, to whom it 
belongs, to decide upon the time, thi mode and the 
measure of redress.” Had the AJtiited States at 
that time adopted compulsory measures, ana taken 
redress into their own hands, all our difficulties with 
Mexico would probably hnve been long since adjust 
ed, and the Existing w ar have been averted. Mag- 
nanimity and moderation on ourpaft only had the 
effect to complicate these difficulties and render an 

amicable settlement of them the more embarrass- 
ing. That such measures of redrtS9* uuder similar 
provocations, committed by any u the powerful na- 
tions of Europe, would have been promptly resorted 
toby the United States, cannot he doubted. Tin 
national honor and the preservation of the national 
character throughout the world, is well as our own 
self respect and the protection die to our own citi- 
zens, would have rendered such a resort indispenaa 
hie. The history of no civilized nation in modern 
times has presented within so brieTa period so many 
wanton attacks upon the honor ol its flag, and upon 
the property and persons of its citizens, as had at 
that time been borne by the United States from the 
Mexican authorities and people. But Mexico was 
a sister republic, on the North American continent, 
occupying a territory contiguous to our own, and 
was in a feeble and distracted condition; and these 
confederations, it is presumed, iudiced Congress to 
forbear still longer. 

Instead of taking redress intoourown hands, a 
new negotiation was entered upon with fan promises 
on the pai of Mexico, but with real purpose, as the 
event has proved, of Indefinitely postponing ills re 

partition which we demanded and which was so justly 
due. This negotiation, alter more than a year's de- 
lay, resulted in the convention of the eleventh of 
April, 1839, “for the adjustment of claims of citixens 
of the United States of America upon the govern- 
ment of the Mexican Republic.” The joint board 
of flommis*inner* created by this convention to ex- 
amine and decide upon these claims was not orga 
mted until the month of August 1840. and under the 
terms of the convention they were to terminate their 
duties within eighteen months frost that time. Four 
of the eighteen months were consumed in preliminary 
discussions on Irivolous and dilatory points raised by 
the Mexican commissioners; and it w*s not until 
the mouth of December. 184n, that they commenced 
the examination of the cUi'**« of our citixens upon 
Mexico Fourteen months only remained to exam- 
inn and decide upon these numerous and complicated 
cases In the month of Febtuary, 1842, the term of 
the commission expired, leaving many claims undi* 
posed ol lor want of time. The claims which were 
allowed by ihe board, and hy the umpire authorised 
v»j • !»*» mu vent ion to decide in ense of disagreement between the Mexican and American commissioners, 
amounted to two million twenty-six thousand one 
hundred and thirty nine dollars and sixiy-eight cents. 

| There were pending before the umpire when the com- 
mission expired, additional claims which hud been 
examined and awarded by the American commission- 
ers, and had not been allowed by the Mexican com- 

missioners, amounting te nine hundred and twenty- 
eight thousand six hundred and twenty seven dollars 
and eighty-eight cents, upon which he did not decide, 
alleging that his authority had ceased with the ter- 
mination of the joint commission. Besides these 
claims, there were others of American citixens a- 

tiinuuting to three million three hundred and thirty- 
six thousand eight hundred ana thirty seven dollars 
and five cents, which had been submitted to the board 
and upon which they hud not lime to decide before 
their final adjournment. « 

The sum of two million twenty-six thousand one 
bundled and thirty nine dollars and sixty-eight cents 

which had l>een awarded to the claimants, was a li- 
quidated and ascertained debt due by Mexico, about 
which there could be no dispute, and which she was 
bound to pay according to the terms of Ihe conven- 

tion. Soon alter the final awards for this amount 

had been made, the Mexican government asked f«r a 

postponement ol the time of making payment, alleg- 
ing that it would bo inconvenient to make the pay- 
ment at the time stipulated. In the spirit of fo 
hearing kindness towards a sister republic, which 
Mexico has so long abused, the Uuited Stale* 
promptly complied wi'ii her repuest. A second con- 

vention was accordingly concluded between the two 

governments on the thirtieth of January, 1843, which 
upon its face declares that “the new arrangement is 
entered into for the accommodation of Mexieo.” By 
the terms of this convention, all the interest due on 

the awards which had been made in favor of the 
claimants under the convention of the eleventh of 
April, 1839, was to be paid to them on the thirtieth 
of April, 1843, and “the principal of the said awards 
and the interest accruing thereon,” was stipulated to 
“be paid in five \ears, in equal instalments every 
three mouths.” Notwithstanding this new conven- 

tion was entered into at the request ol Mexico, and 
for the purpose of relieving her Iroin embarrassment, 
the claimants have only received the interest due on 

the thirtieth ol April, 1843, and three of the twenty 
instalment*. Although the payment of the sum thus 
liquidated, and confessedly Hue hy Mexico to our cit- 
izens as indemnity for acknowledged acts of outrage 
and wrong, was secured by treaty, the obligations of 
which me ever held sacred by all just nations, yet 
Mexico has violated this solemn engagement by fail- 
ing and refusing to make the payment. The two 

instalments due in April Hnd July, 1844. under the 
peculiar circumstances connected with them, have 
been assumed by the Uuited Slate* and discharged 
to the claimants, but they are still due by Mexico.— 
But this is nut al1 ol which we have just cause of 
complaint. To provide a remedy for the claimant* 
whose cases were not decided hy the joint commis- 
sion under the convent ion of April the eleventh, 1839, 
it was expressly stipulated hy the sixth article of the 
convention of the thirtieth »*f January, 1843, that “a 
new convention shall be entered into for the settle- 
ment ol all claims of the government and citizens of 
the United Suites against die republic of Mexico 
which were not finally decided by the commission 
which met in the city of Washington, and of all 
claiinsof the government and citizens of Mexico 
against the United Stales.** 

In conformity with (his stipulation, a third was con- 
cluded and signed at the city of Mexieo on the 
twentieth of Noyemlier, 184H, by the plenipotentia- 
ries of the two governments, by which provision was 
made lor acertaining and paying these claims' In 
January, 1844, this convention was ratified by the 
Senate of the United Stales with two amendments, 
which were manifestly reasonable m their character. 
Upon a reference of the a mend men is proposed to die 
government of Mexico, the same evasions, difficul- 
ties. and delays, were interposed which have so long 
marked the policy of dial goveiiiineni towards the 
United States. It has not even yet decided whether 
it would or would not accede to diem, ill.hough the 
subject lias been repeatedly pressed upon its consid- 
eration, 

Mexico lias thus violated a second lime the faith 
of treaties, by failing or refusing to carry into eOect 
the sixth article of the convention of January, 1843. 

Such is the history of the wrongs which we have 
suffered and patiently endured from Mexico through 
a long series of years- So far from affording reason- 
able satisfaction for the injuries and insults we luid 
borne, a great aggravation of them consists in the 
fact, that while the United States, anxious to pre- 
serve a good underv'anding with Mexico, have been 
constantly, but vainly employed in seeking redress 
for past wrongs, new outrages were constantly oc- 

curing, which have continued to increase our causes 

of complaint and fo swell the amount of our de- 
al <nds. While die citizens of the United States were 

conducting a luwlul commerce with Mexico under 
the guaranty of u treaty of “amity, commerce and 
navigation,** many of them have suffered all die in- 
nines which would have respited from open war.— 

TIi s treaty, instead of affording protection to our 

cu t ns, ha* been die means of inviting them into 
die pons of Mexico, that they might be,ns they have 
In-mi in mime ous instances, plundered of ilieir pro 

and deprived of ilieir personal liberty if they 
dared insist on iheir right* Hud the unlawful seisu- 
.res of Aiugricaii properly, and the violation of per 
sonul Imerty of cm citizens, to say nothing of the 
insults 'it our ll «g which have oceured ill the ports of 
Mexico, taken place on the high seus, they would 
diemselves long since have constituted a state of ac- 

tual war between die two countiies. In so long su 

fering Mexico 10 violate her most solemn treaty obli- 
gations, plunder our citizens of their propel'v, and 

imprisoo their persons without affording diem any 
redress, we have laded to perform one of the first 
nod Wig bast duties which tytry govsruassM owes to 

ils citizens; and ihe'cuii5e<|ence has l>een, dial many j 
of diem have been reduced from n slate of affluence | 
lo bankruptcy. The pr.oid mime of American citi- 
if"t *hich might to protect all who bear it from in- ^ 
suit h« d injurv dirongtuuii die world, has afforded ! 
no such protection to our citizen* hi Mexico. We; 
bad ample cause ol war against Mexico lung Irefore 
die Ineaking out ul hostililies Hut even then vve 
foilaiie lo lake redress lolo our own hands, until ! 
Mexico herself became tile aggressor hy invading 
our soil in hostile army and .budding the blonJul 
our cit;x-ns. 

Such are the grave causes of complaint on die part 
of the United Stales against Mexico— muses which 
existed long before die annexation of Texas in the 
American Union; and vet animated by the love of 
peace, and n magnanimous* moderati m, we did not 
adopt those ineamne*. of redress which, under such 
circumstances, aie the justified resort of iniured nn 
lions. 

The annexation of Texas In die United Slates 
Constituted no just cause ol offence lo Mexico The 
pretext that it did so is wholly inconsistent, and ir- 
reconcilable with well authenticated fact* connected 
with the revolution hy which Texas liecame iiwfopen- dent of Mexico. That this may be the more uiani 
fest, it may he proper to advert to the causes and to 
the histoiv of the principal events of that revolution. 

Texas constituted a portion of the arcient pro- vince of Louisiana, ceded to the United States try France in the vear 1803 In the year 1819, the 
United Siates by die Florida treaty, ceded to Spain all that pari of Louisiana within the present limits 
ofTexa-, and Mexico, by the revolution which sepa- 
rated her from Spam, and tendered her an indepen 
dent nation, succeeded to the rights of (he mother 
country over this territory. In the \ear 1824. Mexi- 
co established a federal constitution, under which 
the Mexican republic was composed of a nunib»f of 
sovereign States, confederated together in a federal 
Union similar tooui own F.ach ol these States had 
us own Executive, legislature.and the judiciary, and 
for all except ledeial pm poses, was as independent 
of die general irqveinment. and that of the other 
one ol these Mexican States. I he State constitu- 

tion which they adopted, and which was approved hy 
the Mexican confederacy, asserted that they were 

“free and independent of the other Mexican Stales, 
and of every other power and dominion wliatsover; 
ahd proclaimed the great principle ol human lilierty, 
•4 that the sovereignly of the State resides origi- 
nally and essentially in the general mass of the indi- 
viduals who compose it.” To the government under 
this constitution, as well as to that under die federal 
constitution, the people of Texas owed allegiance. 

Emigrants frem foreign countries, including the 
United States, were invited by the Colonizilion laws 
of the State and of the federal government to setll** 
in Tezas. Advantageous terms were offered lo in- 
duce them to leave their own country and become 
Mexican citizens. This invitation was accepted by 
many of our citizens, in the full lailh that in their 
new home they would be governed by laws enacted 
by representatives elected by themselves, nnd that 
tlier lives, liberty, and properly would be protected 
by constitutional guarantees similar to those whicn 
existed ill the republic ihev had left- Under a gov- 
ernment thus organized they continued until the year 
1835, when a military revolution broke out in the 

city of Mexico, which entirely subverted die lederai 
aid Stale constitutions, and placed a military dicta- 
tor at the head of the government. 

Rv a sweeping decree of a Congress subservient 
to die will of tne dictator, the several State consti- 
tions were abolished, and the Slates dieinselves con- 

verted into mere departments of the Central Gov- 
ernment. The people of Texas were unwilling to 

submit to this usurpation. Resistance to such ty- 
ranny became a high duly. Texas was fully absolved 
from all allegiance to die Ceulial Government of 
Mexico from the moment that government had 
abolished her State constitution, and in ]is place 
substituted an arbitrary and despotic Ceulial G«»v 
ernment. 

Such were the principal causes of the Texan revo- 

lution. The people of 'Texas at once deter to ined upon 
resistance and flew •«> arms. In the midst of these 

important and exciting events, however, they did not 

omit to place their liberties upon a secure ami per- 
manent foundation They elected members to a con 

vention, who, in the month of March, 1836, issued a 

(•omal declaration thut their “political connexion 
with lire Mexican nation lias forever ended, and that 
the people of Texas'*o now constitute a keee, sov- 

ereign and INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, and Hie 

fully invented with ail the lights and attributes wl»t< li 

properly belong to independent nations.” They also 

adopted for their government a lilietal republican 
constitution About ihe same time, Hama Anna, then 
the dictator of M°xtcu, invaded Texas with a nu- 

merous army for the purpooe of subduing her people, 
and enforcing obedience to his arbitrary and despotic 
government, Oil the twenr y-tirst of April, ISfcfJ, he 
was met by (he Texan citizen soldiers, and on thut 

day was achieved by ‘hem the memorable victory of 
San Jacinto, by which they conquered their indepen- 
dence Considering the /nitu era engaged on die re 

h pec live side, history doe- not record a rn re bril- 
liant achievement Santa Anna himself was among the captives. 

In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna ac- 

knowledged, by a treaty with the Texan authorities, 
in the most solemn f(»rui, “the lull, entire, and per- 
eel independence of <h<» republic of Texas.” It is 

true he was then a prison*,-„f war, but it is equally 
true that he had failed »'* reconquer Texas, and had 
met with signal defeat; that hi* authority had nol 
been revoked, and that by virtue of ibis treaty lie ob- 
lained bin personal release. By it hosiilifj«« weie 
suspended and the army which had invaded Texas 
under Ins command returned in pursuance ofdins ar- 

rangement, unmolested, to Mexico. 
From the day that the battle of Han Jacinto was 

fought until the preseul hour, Mexico lias never pos- 
sessed the power to reconquer Texas. In the lan- 
guage of the Secretary of Stale of the United Stales, 
in a despatch to our minister in Mexico, under date 
of the eightn of July, 1842, “Mexico may have 
chosen to consider, ami may still choose to consider 
Texas as having been at all times since 1835, and ss 
still continuing, a rebellious province; bm the world 
bus been obliged to take a very different view of the 
matter From the time ol the battle of Han Jacinto, 
in April, 1836, to the present moment, 'Texas has 
exhibited tin; same external signs of national inde- 
pendence us Mexico herself, and with quite a3 much 
stability of government. Practically free and inde- 
pendent, acknowledged as a political sovereignty by 
the principal Powers ol the world, no hostile fool 
finding re»l within her lerri'ory for six or seven 

years, and Mexico herself refraining for all iliat pe- 
riod from an* further attempt to re establish her own 

authority over that territory, it cannot Lut be sur- 

prising to find Mr. de Bocnnegra” (the Secietary of 
Foreign Affairs of Mexico) “complaining that for 
the whole period citizens of the United S'ales, nr its 
government, have been favoring the rebels of Texas, 
and supplying them wiln'veasels, ammunition, and 
money, as if the war lor the reduction of th* pro- 
vince of Texas had been constantly pioseculed by 
Mexico, and her su cess prevented hv these influ- 
ences from abroad.” In the same despatch the He 
cretary of State affirms that “since 1837 the United 
Stales have regarded Texas uj an independent sov- 

ereignty, ns much as Mexico; and that hade ami 
commerce with citizens of a government at war with 
Mexico, cannot, on that recount, lie regarded us an 
intercourse by which assistance and succor are 

given to Mexican tebels. The whole current of Mr. 
de Bocanegra’s remarks runs in the same direction, 
as if the independence of Texas had i» ’t been ac 

knowledge*!. It lu.s been acknowledged—it wasac 

knowledgcd in 1837. ngainst remonstrance and pin- 
test of Mexico; and most of the acts, of any impor- 
tance, of which Mr. de Bocanegra Complains, How 
necessarily from that recognition, lie speaks of 
Texas »*■ still being ‘an integral part of the territory 
of the Mexican republic;* but lie cannot but under- 
stand that ihe Untied States do nol so regard it — 

The real complaint of Mexico, therefore, is, in sub- 
stance, neither more nor less than a complaint 
against'he recognition of Texan independence. It 
tnay be thought rather la|e to repeat that com- 

plaint, and not quite |u»t to counne it to the United 
States, to the exemption of England, France, and 
Belgium, unless the United Stales, having been the 
first to acknowledge the independence of Mexico 
herself, are to tie blamed for setting an example for 
the recognition of that of Texas.” And Itg added, 
that “theconstitution, public treaties, and the laws 
oblige the President to regard Texas us an inde- 
pendent State, and its territory at no part of 
the territory of Mexico.” Texas had lieen an inde- 
pendent State, with an organised government, de- 
fying the power of Mexico to overthrow or recon- 

quer her, for more than ten years before Mexico 
commenced the present war agtiust the United 
Stales. Texas had given such evidence to the world 
of heiiHhilitv to maintain her separate existence as 
an ionepandent nation, that she had lieen formally 
recognised as sucit, not only by the United States, 
Imt by several of the piiucipal Powers of Europe.-— 
These Powers lutd entered into treaties ofumity,com- 
merce, and navigation with her. They had received 
and accredited ner ministers and other diplomatic 
agents at their respective courts, and they had com 
missioned ministers and diplomatic agents ou their 
part to the government of Texus. If Mexico, not 

withstanding all this, and her utter inability to sub- 
due or reconquer Texas, still stubbornly refused to 
recognise her as an independent nation, she was 
none the less so on that account. Mexico herself hud 
Imen recognised us an independent nation by the 
United States, and by other Powers, many years 
before Spain, of which, before her revolution, she 
had been a colony, would agree to reengnise her as 
such, and yet Mexico was at that time, in the esti- 
mation of the civilized world, and in fact, none 'he 
less an independent powei because Spain still 
claimed her us a colvny. If Spain had Continued 
uutil the present |ieii»d to assert that Mexico was 
one of her colonies, in rebellion ugainst her, this 
would not have made her so, or changed the fact ol 
her independent existence. Texas, at the period of 
her annexation to the United Slates, Imre the same 
relation to Mexico that Mexico had Imrue to Spain 
for many years Indore Spain acknowledged her in- 
dependence, with this imporiHoi difference—that, 
before the annexation of Texas to the United Stales 
was consummated, Mexico liei-ell, by a formal act 
•d her government, had acknowledged the indepentf* 
euce of Texas ns a nation. It is true, th-t in the 
art of recognition she prescribed a condition, which 
she had no power nr au hoii'y to impose, that Texas 
should not annex hersell to any other Power; but 
this could not detract in any degree from the recog- 
nition which Mexico then made of her actual inde- 
pendence. Upon this plain statement of lacts, it is 
absurd for Mexico to allege as a pretext for com 

mencing hostilities against the United States, that 
Texas is still a part of her territory. 

But there are those who, conceding all this to he 
Km, uwiu ib* gruutl ibat lb* traa iraalara Waab- 

e 

ary of Texas is the (Vueci. instead of the Rio 
Grande; ami that, therefore n mar. lung our a'my 
to the east bank of the l.itit liver, we passed the 
Tex«ii line, and invaded thteriilory of Mexico.— 

A simple tUieiueni uf lac. known to exist, will 
conclusively teftie such an ssutnplioii. Texas, as 

reded lo the Uniied .States y France hi 1808, has 
been always claimed as el'titling west of the Rio 
Grande, or Rio Bravo Tit fuci is established bv 
llie authority of nui most ennent "talesmen at a pe ind when the question warns well if not lietier un 
tiersio./d than it is at pres**i Dniiuif Mr. Jrffer* 
son’s administration. Mes s Mniuoe and Pia'-k* 
nev.who had been sent on isnerial mission to 111 
orul, charged, among other tings, with the adiusU* 
rnent of hound.try between he iwo countries, in a 
note aJdies-ed to the ^pansh VI mister <if Foreign Afliirs, imder date of the tpenty •eighth of Jaiiuaty, 1H(>5. asserts that the bofl'ihtrieii of Uotiisiana, as 
ceded lo llie United States y France, “are the river 
Perdido eu the east, and he liver Bravo orf the 
west ;” and they add, that the facts and principle* 
which justify this cnneltisioi am so sat'sfuctory lo 
our government as to cnifince it that the United 
.Slatei have not a better rigil to the island of 
Orleans, usder the cessnn referred in, limit they 
have *o the whole disirict o territory which is above 
described.** 

Down in the conclusion cf the Florida treaty, in 
February. 1*19, by which itis tenilory was ceded 
to Spain, the United Siatesasserled and maintained 
their territorial rights to din extent. In the month 
of June, 1818, during Mr. Monroe’s administration, 
informal ion having been rereived that a cumber oi 
oreigit adventurete had laided at Galveston, with 
the avowed purpose of I on,mg a set'lemeitt in 'Iml 
vicinity, a specie messenger was despatched bv the 
government of die United Slates, with instinct ions 
fiom the Secretary of State to warn them to desist, 
should they !>e found there or any other place norih 
of the Rio Bravo and within the territory claimed 
bv the United States.” Ha was instructed, should 
they tie found in the country noi ih of that river,lo make 
known lo ihejn “the. «urm iy uiih which the Piesi heir territorial limns, and upon Wnirn ht» 

ettlemeui can be made without their sanction.” 
He was instructed to call upon them to “avow under 
whut national authority they profess to act,” and to 

give them due warning •'that the place is within the 
United Slates, who will suffer no permanent settle- 
ment to he made there., under any authority other 
than their own.” As late as the eighth of July, 
1842, the Secretary of State of the United Stales, 
in a note addressed towur minister in Mexico, main 
tains that, bv the Florida treaty ol 1S19. 'he terri- 
loiy as far west as the Rio Grande was confirmed to 

^paia. In that note he s'ates that, “by the treaty of 
die tweniv-second of February, 1819, between the 
United States and Spain, the Sabine was adopted 
as the line of boundary between the two Powers.— 
Up to that period, no considerable colinixat ion had 
been effected hi Texas; but the letrtlory between 
die Sabine aid dm Rio Grande being confirmed to 

Spain by the tivaiy, applications were made <o ih.it 
Power fur grants of laud, and such grams, or per 
missions of setdtutenl, were in fact made by the 
Spanish authorities in favor of citixeiis of the United 
States proposing to emigrate to Tuis in numerous 

families, before the declaration of independence by 
Mexico. 

Tlie Texas which vai ceded to Spain by the 
Florida treaty of 1819 emlnaced all the. •'ountiy now 

claimed by the Slate of Texas between tbe Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. 'The republic of Texas always 
claimed this river as her western boundary, and in 

her treaty made with Santa Anna, in May, 1836, In* 

recognised it us sucli. B) the constitution which 
Texas adopted in March, 1836, senatorial and re- 

presentative districts were organized extending west 

of the Nueces. The Congress of Texas, on the 
nineteenth of December, 1816, pu.'sed “An act to 

define the boundaries pi the republic of Texas.*' in 
which they declared the Rio Grande from its month 
to its source to tie their boundary, and by the said 
act they extended their “civil and political juris- 
diction’* over the country up to that boundary. Du- 
ring a period ol more than iiins years, which' inter- 
vened lietween the adoption of her constitution and 
her annexation as one of the States of our Union, 
Texas asserted and exercised many acts of suv- 1 

ereignty and jurisdiction over the territory and in 
habitants west ot the Nueces. She organized and 
defined the limits ol counties extending to the Rio 
Grande. She established courts of justice and ex- 

tended her judicial system over the territory. She 
established a ciistwin-house, and collected duties, and 
also post offices and n *si roads, in it. She estab- 
lished a land office, and issued numerous grants for 
land, within its limits. A Senator aa<! Representa- 
tive residing iu il were elected to the Congress of 
die republic, and served as such before the act of an 
nexation look place. In both the Congress and 
Convention of Texas, which gave their assent to 
die terms of annexation ro the United Stales, pro- 
posed by our Cengrees, were ispresentatives resi- 
ding west uf the Nueces, who took part in'he act of 
annexation itself. This was the Texas which, by 
the act of our Congress of the twenty-ninth of l)e 
comlier, 1845. was admitted a* one of the States of 
our Union That the Congress of the LT.»•«•«!Hmu. 1 

understood the Slate of Texas which they admitted 
into the Union to extend beyond the Nueces is ap- 
parent from the fact, that oil the thirty-first of T>e 
readier, 1845, only two days after the act of admis- 
* ion, hey passed a law “to establish a collection 
district in the State of Texas,** by which they crea- 

ted a port of delivery at Corpus Christi, situated 
west of the Nueces, and being the same point at | 
which the Texas custom house, under the laws of | 
that republic, had been located, and directed that a 

surveyor to collect the revenue should be appointed 
f,jr that port by the President, by and with the ad 
vice and consent of the Senate. A surveyor was 

accordingly nominated, and confirmed by the Senate, 
and has been ever since in the performance of his 
duties. All these acts of the republic of Texas, and j 
of our Congress, preceded the orders for the advance ; 

of our army to the cast bunk of the Rio Grande.— ! 
Subsequently, Congress passed an act “establishing 
certain post routes,'* extending west of the Nueces. 
The country west of that river now constuuies a 

part of one of the Congressional districts ol Texas, 
and is represented in the House of Representatives. 
The Senators from that State were chosen by a le- 
gislature in whichlhe country west of that river was 

represented In view of all these tacts, it is difficult 
to conceive upon what grouod it can lie maintained 
that, in occupying the country west of theNuer.es 
with our army, with a view solely to its security and 
defence, we invaded the territory of Mexico. Rut 
it would have been still mote difficult to justify the 
Executive, whose duty it is to see that the laws be 
faithfully executed, if in the face of all these pro- 
ceedings, both of the Congress of Texas and of the 
United Stales, he had assumed the responsibility of 

yieldiug up the territory west of the Nueces to Mex- 
ico, or of refusing to protect and defend this terri- 
tory aud its inhabitant' including Corpus Christi, 
as well as die remainder of Texas, against the 
threatened Mexican invasion. 

But Mexico herself has never placed the war 

which she waged upon the ground that our army oc- 

cupied the intermediate territory between tbe Nue- 
ces and the Ri> Grande. Her refuted pretension 
that Texas was not in fact an independent State, 
but a rel>ellinn* province, was obstinately persever- 
ed in; and her avowed purpose in commencing a 

war wiih the United States was to reconquer Texas. ; 
and restore Mexican authority over the whole ter- 

1 

ritory—not to tie Nueces only, but to the Sabine. 
In view of the proclaimed ro<‘ii:ices of Mexico to 

this effect, I (feetned it iny duty, as a measure of ! 
precaution .in.I tfefence, to order our army to occupy 
a position on otr frontier as a military post, frum 
which our truopi could best insist and repel any at- 

tempted invar ion which Mexico might make. 
Our army had occupied a position at Corpus ; 

Christi, west ot the Nueces, as early as Aususl, 
1845, without coiiplaiiil from any quarter. Had the 
Nueces been regirded as the true western boundary 
of Tears, that bciindary had be**u passed by our ar 

my months before it advanced to the eastern bank of 
the Rio Gr*:ide. In iny annual uiesrageof Decern- 
her last I informed Congress that, upon (lie invita- 
tion of lioiii the Congress and the Convention of 
Texas, 1 hue deeuted it proper to order a strong 
sqtriron to the coasts of Mexico, and to concentrate 

am efficient miiitaiy lorce on ibe wet'ern frontier of 
Texas, lo protect and defend the inhabitants against 
the menaced invasion of Mexico in that message 
I informed Congress that the moment tht terms of 
annexation ofrted by the United States were ac 

cepted by T< i*s, the latter became so fur a nart of 
our own couut’y as to make it onr duly to atford such 

protection and defence; and that for that purpose 
our squadron had been ordered lo the Gulf, and our 

army to ••talw a position between the Nueces and 
the Dei Nortv,** or Rio Grande, and to “repel any 
invasion of the Texan terriloiy which might be at- 

tempted by the Mexican forces.*1 
It was deput'd proper lo issue this order, lier.ause 

soon after the President of Texas, in April, 1845. 
had issued bis Proclamation convening the Congress 
of that repuliic, for the purpose of submit ting to 

that body the terms of annexation proposed by the 
United 8lutei, the government of Mexico made 
serious lineal* of iuvudiiig the Texan territory 

These threat* became more imposing as it be- 
came more apparent, in the progress of the ques- 
tion, that the people of Texas would decide in fa- 
vor ol accepting the term* of annexation; und, 
linally. they hid assumed such a formidable cliaiac- 
ter. as inducel both the Congress mid Convention of 
Texas to ripest that a military force should be sent 

l>y the United Stales into her territory for the pur- 
pose of protecting and defending her again*! the 
threatened infasion. It would have been a violation 
of good faitll towards the people of Texas to have 
refused to afford the aid which they desired against 
a threatened Invasion, lo which they had tieen expo- 
sed by their free determination to annex themselves 
to our Umpn, in compliance with the overture 

made to than by the joint resolution ol our Coo- 
gress. 

Accordingly, a portion of the army was ordered 
to advance iito Texas. Corpus Christi was the po- 
sition select*! by General Taylor. He encamped at 

that place iii August, 1846, and the array remained 
in that positim until the eleventh of March, 1846, 
when it moved westward, and on the twenty eighth 
of that month teached the east bnnkol the Rio 
Graurle opposite lo Matamoros. This movement 

wa* made id pursuance ol orders from the War 
De|mrtmenl^ issued on the llliirteeuth of January, 
1846. Befo*t these orders were issued, (lie despatch 
of our mimlter in Mexico, transmitting the decis- 
ion of the UjumciI of Government of Mexico, advi- 
sing that hv should not be received, and also the 

despatch of our consul residing in the city of Mexi- 
co—the former bearing date ou the seventeenth, and 
the latter ou the eighteenth of December. 1845, 
copies of both of which accompanied my message 
la Congress of the eleventh of May ktl—were re- 

ceived m the Department of fttn'e. These column- 

incut ion« rendered it highly pridtuble, il not abso- 

lutely certain, that on.* BiHistei would n*#» le leoei- 
ved liy the government ol General Herrera II was 

also well known that but liule h..pe could be enter- 

tained of a different result from General Paredes, in- 
case the rev ‘lutionary movement which he was pros 
editing should prove successful, as wan highly prob- 
able. The partisans of Paredes, as our minister, in 
the despatch referred to, states, breathed ihe fieicesi 
hostility against ihe United States, denounced the 
proposed negotiation ms treason, and openly culled 
upon the troops an 1 the people to put down the gov- 
ernment of llererra by force. The recoiupicst id 
Texas, and war with the United Sta es, were openly 
threatened. These were the c.ircumst n<es existing 
when it was deemed proper to order the army under 
the command of Gey Taylor loadvance to the wes- 

tern frontier of Texas, and occupy a position ou «*i 

near the Rio Grande, 
The uppteheusions ol a contemplated Mexican 

invasion have been since fully justified by the event 

The determination of Mexico to rush into hostilities 
with *he United Slu'es was afterwards manifested 
fri in the whole tenor of the note fr< tit tlie Mexican 
Minister of Foreign A flair* l« our minister, bearing 
date the |2tli of March, 18-46 Paredes hid'hen 
revolutionized the government, and his ininUter af- 
ter referring to die resolution for the annexation ol 
Texas, which had been adopted by our Cotigiess in 
Marrh, 1815, proceeds to declare that *'a fact such 

ns this, or, in speak with greaier exactness. so not- 
able an act of usurpation, created an imperious ne- 

cessity that Mexico, lor her own honor, should re 

pel it with proper firmness aud dignity. The Su 
preme Government had lieforehand declared that it 
would look upon such tin act as u casus HELM; 
and, as a consequence of this declaration, negotia- 
tion was. by its very nature, at an end, and war 

was 'he onlv recuinse of the Mexican govern 
mem. 

It appeals, that on the fourth of April following, 
General Paredes, through Ins minister of wii'1, issu- 
*j(tl|Orjl**rs to the .Mexican general in command on 

Mexico dining the n»»IftMr*V r^WirtfWYr *Xtox.£.v?ry 
brought him into power. Onihe eighteenth of April, 
1846, General I’aredes addressed a letter to the 
commander on that Ironlier, in which he staled to 

him, “at the piesenl date 1 suppose you at the head 
of that valiant army, either flighting already, or 

preparing lor tile operations of a campaign;" and 

“supposing you already on the theatre of operations 
and witil ail forces assembled, if i* indispensable that 
hostilities lie commenced, yourself inking the inilia 
live ■■•gainst the enemy 

" 

The movement of our army to the Rio Grande 
was hiide by the commanding general under positive 
orders to abstain lifui all aggressive acts towards 
Mexico, or Mexican citizen*, and to regard the te- 

latious between the two countries as peaceful,unless 
Mexico should declare war, or commit acts of hos- 

tility indicative of a stale of war; and these orders 
he faithfully executed Whilst occupying hi* posi- 
tion on the east bank of the Rio Grande, within the 
limits of Texas, then recently admitted as one <*l 
the S'ates of our Union, the commanding general of 
the Mexican lot res, who in pursuance of the orders 
of his government, had collected a large army on the 

opposite shore of the Rio Grande, crossed the river, 
invaded our territory, and commenced hostilities by 
attacking our lorces. 

Thus, alter all ilie injuries winch we had received 
and borne (rum Mexico, mh! after she had insulting- 
ly rejected a minister seat to hpr oil a mission of 
peace, and whom she had solemnly agreed to receive, 
she consummated her long course of outrages against 
our country hy commencing an offensive war and 

shedding the blood of onr citizens on our own soil. 
The United Stales never attempted to acquire 

Texas by conquest On the contrary, at an early 
period alter the people of Texas had achieved their 

independence, they sought to be annexed to the Uni- 
ted Slates. At a general election in September, 
188f>,thev decided will) great unanimity in favor of 
••annexation;** and in November following, the Con- 
giessof the republic authorized the appointment of 
a minister, lo bear their request to this government. 
This government, having remained neutral between 
Texas and Mexico during the war between them, 
and considering it due to the honor of our country, 
and our lair fame among the nations ol the earth, 
that we should not at so early a pet iod consent to 

annexation, nor until it should be manifest to the 
world that thr? reconquest of 'Texas by Mexico was 

impossible, refused to accede to the overtures made 
by Texas. On the twellih of April 1844, and alter 
more than seven years bad elapsed since Texas 
had established her independence, a treaty was con- 

cluded for the annexation of that republic to the 
U-ited States, which was rejected by the Senate. 

Finally, uu the first of March, 1845, Congiess passed 
a joint resolution for annexing her to the United 
States, upon certain preliminary conditions to which 
her assent was required. The solemnities which 
characterised the deliberations and conduct of ihe 
government and people of Texas, on ths deeply in- 
leiesting questions presented by these resolutions, 
are known to the world. 'The Congiess, the Fxe 
cutive, a«a it,* p*o|«U of Texas, in a convention 
elected for that apurpose, accepted wnh great unan- 

imity the proposed lirtns of annexation; and thus 
consummated on her part the great act of restoring 
to our federal Union a vast territory which had been 
ceded to Spain by the r loridu treaty more than a 

qaaiter of a century before. 
After the joint resolution for annexation of Texas 

to the United Stales had been passed by our Con- 

gress, the Mexican minister at Washington address 
ed a note to the Secretary of State, bearing date on 

die 6ih of March, 1845, protesting against it as an 

"act of aggression, the most unjust which can lie 
found recorded in the annals ol modern history; 
namely, that of despoiling a fiiendly nation, like 
Mexico, ol a considerable portion of her territory;** 
and protesting against the resolution of annexation, 
as being an act " whereby the province of 'I exas, an 

integral portion of the Mexican territory, is agreed 
and admitted into the Ameiican Union;** and he 
announced that, us a consequence, his miss on to 

the United States had terminated, and demanded Ilia 
passorts. which were granted It was upon the ab- 
surd pretext, made by Mexico, (herself indebted 
for her independence lo a successful revolu*ion,)that 
(lie republic of Texas still continued lobe, notwi'li 
standing nil ilia* had passed, a province of Mexico, 
that ilns step was taken by the Mexican minister. 

Every honorable eftoit has been used by me to a 

void the war winch followed, but all have proved 
vain. All our attempts to preset ve peace ha«e been 
met by insult and resistance on the part of Mexico. 
My efforts lo this end commenced .u ihe note of the 
Secretary of Suite of the tenth of March, 1845, in 
answer to that of the Mexican Minister, Whilst 
declining lo reopen a discussion which had already 
been exhausted, and pioving again what was known 
to the whole world, that 'Texas had long since a- 

chieved her independence, the Secielary of Slate 
expressed the regret of this government that Mexico 
should have taken offence at the resolution of annex- 

ation passed by Congress, and gave assurance that 
our **111081 strenuous efforts shall be devoted to the 
amicable adjustment of every cause of complaint 
between the two governments, and to the cultivation 
of the kiadest and most friendly relations between 
the sister republics ** 

That 1 have acted in the spirit of this assurance, 
will appear from the events which have since oc- 

cured. Notwithstanding Mexico had abruptly ter* 
minuted all diplomatic inteicmrse with the United 
S. and,ought therefore, to have been the first to ask 
for its resumption, yet waiving all ceremony, I em- 

braced the earliest favorable oppo tunity "to ascer- 
tain from the Mexican government whether they 
would receive ail envoy Irotu the United Slates in- 
trusted with full power In adjust all the (luentions in 
dispute between the iwo governments In Sep- 
tember, 1845, 1 believed the propitious moment 
for such an overtuie had arrived. Texas, by the 
enthusiastic a id almost unanimous will of her peo- 
ple, had pronouued in favor of annexation. Mexico 
herself h»d agreed l-> acknowledge the independence 
of Texas.-subject lo a condition that, it is true.yvhich 
she had no right lo impose and no power to enforce- 
The last lingering hope of Mexico, il she still could 
have reiained any that Texas would ever again l>c- 
coms one ol her provinces, must have been aban- 
doned. 

The consul of the United States at the city of Mex- 
ico was, therefore, instructed by the Secretary ol 
State on the fifteenth September, 1845, to make the 
inquiry of the Mexican government. The inquiry 
was made, and on the fifteenth of October, 1845, the 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of the Mexican govern- 
ment, in a note addressed to our consul, gave n favor- 
able response, requesting at the snm* time, that our 
naval forae might be withdrawn frum Vera Crux 
while negotiations should be pending. Upon the re 

ceipt of this note, our naval orce was pronq tly with- 
drawn from Vera Crux. A minister was immediate- 
ly apppointed. and departed to Mexico. Every 
thing bore a promising aepec • for a speedy and peace- 
ful adjustment of ail our difficulties. At. the (late of 
my annual message to Congress, in Decamber last, no 
doubt was entertained but that he would be received 
by the Mexican government, and the hope was cher- 
ished that all cause of misunderstanding botween the 
two countries would be spe edily removed. Iu the 
confident hope that such would be the result of his 
mission, I informed Congress that I forebore at that 
time tc ** recommend such ulterior measures of re- 
dress for the wrongs and injuries we had so long 
borne, as it would have been proper to make had no 

such negotiation been instituted. To my surprise and regret the Mexican government though solomn 
pledged to do so upon the arrival of our minister in 
Mexico, refused to receive and accredit him. When 
he reached Vera Ctux, on the thirtieth of November, 
1845, he found that the aspect of affairs had under- 
gone an unhappy change. The government of Gen. 
Herrera, who was at that time President of the repub- 
lic was loitering to its fall. General Paredes (a mili- 
tary leader) had manifested his determination to 
overthrow the government of Herrera, by a military 
revolution; and one of the principal means which he 
employed to effect his purpose, and render the gov- 
ernment of Herrera odious to the army sad people of 
Mexico, was by loudly condemning its determination 
to receive a minisiet of peace from the United States 
alledging that it was ih« attention of Herrera, by a 

treaty with the United States, to dismember the terri- 
tory of Mexico, by ceding away the department of 
Texas. The government of Herreru was believed to 
have been well disposed to a pacific adjustment of 
existing diflicu'ties; but probably alarmed for his 
own security, and in order to ward off the danger of 
the revolution led by Paredes, violated its solemn 
agreement, and refused to receive or accredit our 

minister; and this, although informed that he had 
beeu invested with full power to adjust all qussiiona in 
dispute betwe n the two governments. Among the 
frivolous pretexts for this refusal, the principal one 
waa, that our minister had not gone upon a special 
niaalont confined to the question of $exae alone, 

leaving nil the outrages upn oar H tg, and oarctiis »n*i { 
uuretlleased. Thu Wexwfn giver unent well knew j iliat IxHh our national hour and the protection due to 

our cit zens imperatively P«|»tred that the two quea 
tions ot bound try and intensity should be treated j of together, as naturally ad inaepaiably blended, and | 
they ought to have see nth ei tl is course was best > 

calculated to enable the United Antes to extend 
them the most liberal jtstife. On the thirtieth 
of December, I84j. Gmuml Herrerir resigned 
the presiaenoy, ond yielded up the government to 

Getter? 1 Paredes without a druggie. Thus u revo 

lution was accomplished solely by the army coil 

matided by Patedes, and we tupreme power in Mex 
ifo passed into the hands of* military usuiper, who 
was known to be bitterh hostile to the United Htates. 

A lilmugh the prospect of 4 specific adjustment 
with the new g iverimunt {ms unpromising, from 
the known hostility of is hwd to the Untied Stutes, 
vet, determined tha' nothing should be left undone on 

our part to restore friendly relations between the 
two countries, cur miii«ter was instructed to present 
his credentials to the new government, anti ask to be 
accredited bv it in tie diplomatic chat act er in which 
lie li-td been coiumiisiohed These instructions' lie 
**x. cutP(l by his note id the first ol March, 1P4H, ad- 
dressed («• the Mextran minister of Foreign Affairs, 
but his tetpiest was insultinglv refused by that mi- 

nister in bis answer ot U»e 1 welf'li of tbs saute month 
Ni> al'erative reinained for our minister but to de- 
mend bis passports, anf to return to the U States. 

Thus w is the extraordinary spectacle presented 
to the civilized world,of 4 government, in violation 
of its own express agreement,h wing twice rejected a 

1 minister of peace, invested with lnlf powers to ad- 
just all the existing differences between the two 

countries in a manner just and honorable to both- I 
am not aware that modern history presents a par 
allel case, in which, ill time of peace, one nmion 
has refused even to hear propositions front another 
for terminal mg difficulties between them scarcely ; 

n hope of adjusting our difficulties, even at a remote i 
day, or of preserving peace with Mexic'4, could lie I 
cherished wlide Paredes remained at the head of 
the government. He had acquired the supreme pow 

V Jw.fl.hU.litajy revolution, and on the most solemn 
of treason all those Mexicans'w 
as as no longer constituting » part of the territory 
of Mexico, mid who were fliendly to the cause of 
peace The duration of the war which he waged 
against the United Stales was indefinite, because 
the end which lie proposed, of the reconquest of 
Texas, was hopeless. Besides there was good rea- 

son to believe, from all his conduct, that it was his 
intention to convert the republic of Mexico into si 

monarchy, and to call n foreign European prince lo 

the tin one. Preparatory to this end, he had, dining 
his short rule, destroyed the liberty of the press,tole- 
rating iliai portion of it only which openly advocated 
the establishment of a monarchy. The belter to se- 

cure 'he success of hi* ultimate designs, he had, by 
an arbitrary decree, convoked a Congress—not »o be 
elected by the free voice of ilia people, but to be 
cli >sen in a manner to make them subservient to Ins 
will, and to give him ub*olule control over their de- 
uuei til hiiip 

Under all these circumstances!, it was believed 
iliui any revolution m Mexico, founded upon opposi- 
tion to the HmbitiouH projects of Parades would tend 
to promote the cause of peace as well as prevent 
any attempted European interference in the affairs 
of the North American continent—both objects of 
deep interest to ihe United .States Any such inter- 
ference, il atiempied, must have l»een resisted 
by ihe United Stales. My views upon that sub- 
ject were fully communicated to Congress in iuy 
lust annual message. Iii any event, it was cer- 

tain (hat no change whatever in the government 
ol Mexico which would deprive Paredes of power 
could be fur the worse, so far as the United States 
wete concerned, while it was highly probable that 

any change must be for the belter. This was the 
stale of affairs existing when Congress, on ihe thir- 
teenth of May last, recognised ihe existence of the 
war which hud been commenced hy the government 
of Paredes, and il became an object ol much im- 

portance. with a view to a speedy settlement of our 

difficulties and the restoration ol an honorable peace 
that Paredes should nut retain power in Mexico4. 

Before that time there were symptons of a revolu- 
tion in Mexico, lavored as it was understood to be 
by ihe more lilteral party, and especially by those 
who were opposed to foreign interference and to the 
monarchical form of government. Santa Anna was 

then in exile in Havanua, having been excelled 
Ironi uower and banished from his country by a rev- 

olution which occurred in December, 1844 ; but it was 
known that he had still a considerable party in his 
lavor in Mexice. It was also tqnally well known 
that no vigilance which could be exeited by our 

^squadron would, in all probability, have pieven'ed 
him from effecting a landing, somewhere on the ex* 

tensive gulf coast of Mexico, if lie desired to return 

to his country. He had openly professed an entire 

chitnge of policy; had express! his regret iliut he 
had subvened federal Constitution ol 1824, and 
avowed that he was now in favor of its restoration 
lie had putdicly declared his hostility in the strong, 
ast terms, to the establishment ol a monarchy, and 
to European interference in the affairs of his country. 

Information to this effect had been received^!tom 
sources believed to be reliable, at the date of the ic 

cog upion of the existence ol the wnr by Congress, 
and was afterwards fullv confirmed by ilie receipt of 
the despuica ofutir consul in the city of Mexico, with 
(he accompanying documents, which me herewith 
transmitted Besides, it was r^asoimblein Biipposelhat 
lie must see the ruenous consequences to Mexico of 
a war with ihe United Stales, and that it would be 
his interest to favor peace. 

It was under these circumstances and upon these 
considerations that it was deemed expedient not to 
obstruct his return to Mexico, should he attempt to 
do so. Our object was (he restoration of peace; and 
with that »iew, no reason was perceived why we 
should lake part wilh Paredes, and aid him, by 
means of our blockade, in pieveutiug ihe return of his 
rivalpo Mexico. On the contrary, it was believed 
that the intestine division which ordinary sagacity 
could not hot anticipate as the fruit ol Santa Anna’s 
return to Mexico, and Ins contest with Paredes, 
imghtstrongly tend to produce a disposition wilh both 
parnes to restore and preserve peace with die Uni- 
ted States. Paredes was a soldier by prolesffou, and 
a monarchist in principle. He had but recently be- 
fore been successful in a military revolution, by 
wdticli lie had obtained power. He was the sworn 

enemy of the United Slates, with which he had in- 
volved his country in the existing wt». Santa Anna 
had been expelled from'power by the army, was 
known to lie in open hostility lo Paredes, and pub- 
licly pledged against foreign intervention and the re- 
storation of "toiiai"hy in Mexico. In view of these 
facts and circumstances il was, that, when orders 
were issued to ill commander of our naval forces in 
the Gulf, oil (lie fifteenth of May last, only two days 
after the existence of the war had been recognised by 
Congress, to place the coasts of Mexico under block* 
ude, he was directed not to obstruct the passage of 
Mania Anna to Mexico, should he attempt lo return. 

A revolution took place in the curly part of August fol- 
lowing, by which the |iower of Paredes was overthrown, 
and he has since been banished from the country, and is 
now in exile. Shortly afterwards, Santa Anna returned. 
It remains to be seen whether his return mny not vet 
prove to lie favorable to a pacific adjustment of the exis- 
ting difficulties, it being manifestly his interest not to per* 
severe in the prosecution of a war commenced by Paredes, 
to accomplish a purpose so absujtlas the reconquest of 
Texas to the Habine. Had Paredes remained in power, it 
is morally certain that any pacific adjustment would have 
been hopeless. 

Upon the commencement of hostilities by Mexicoa- 
gainst the United States, the indignant spirit of the nation 
was at once aroused. Congress promply responded to the 
expectations of the country, and, by the act of the 13th of 
May last, recognised the fact that war existed, by the act 
of Mexico, between the United States and that republic, 
and granted the means necessary for its vigorous prosecu- 
tion. Being involved In a war thus commenced by Mex- 
ico, and for the justice of which on our part we may con- 
fidently appeal to the whole world. I resolved to prosecute 
it w-iih the utmost vigor. Accordingly, the ports of M<*x 
len on the liiilfandon the Pacific have been placed under 
blockade.and her territory invaded at several important 
points The re|torts from the Deiiartiueiits of War and 
the Navy will inform you more In detail of the measures 
adopted in the emergency in which our country was plac 
ed.and of the gratifying result* which have been accom- 
pusueu. 

The various columns of the army have performed their 
duty under great disadvantages, with the most distinguish- 
ed skill and courage. The victories of Pnlo Alto and He 
ssca de la Palma, and of Moulerey, won egainst greatly 
superior numbers, and against most decided advantages 
in other respects on the part of the enemy, were brilliant 
in their execution, and entitle our brave officers and sol- 
diers to the grateful thanks of their country. The nation 
deplores the loss of the brave officers and men who have 
gallantly fallen white vindicating and defeuding tiieir 
country's rights and hopor. 

It is a subject of pride and satisfictlon that our volun- 
teer citizen soldiers, whoso promptly responded to their 
country's call, with an experience of the discipline of a 
camp of only a few weeks, have borne their pari in the 
hard-fought battle of Monterey with a constancy aud cour- 
age equal to that of veteran troops, and worthy of the 
highest admiration. The privations of long marches 
through the enemy's country, and through a wilderness, 
have been borne without a murmur. By rapid movements 
the provfuce of New Mexico, w'Uh Santa Pe, its capital, 
has been raptured without bloodshed The navy co ope- 
rated with the army, and rendered important services; if 
not so brilliant, it is because the enemy had no force to 
meet them on their own element, and because of tbe de- 
fences which nature lias Interposed in tbe naviga- 
tion on the Mexican coast. Our squadron in the Pacific, 
with the co o|iernlion of a gallant officer of the army, and 
a small force lustily collected in that distant country, have 
acquired bloodless possession of the Californian, and the 
American fiegdias been raised at every important point in 
that province. # 

I congratulate you on the success which has thus at 
tended our military and naval operations, fn less than 
seven months after Mexico commenced hostilities, nt a 
time selected hy herself, we have taken possession of ma- 
ny of her principal ports, driven hack aud pursued her 
invading army, and acquired military possession of the 
Mexicau provinces of New Mexico, New Leon, Co abulia, 
TaiuaiilipiuJ and the Califuanias, a territory larger in ex- 
tent than that embraced in the original thirteen States of 
the Union, inhabited by a considerable population, ami 
much of itiuora than a thousand mile* from the points at 
which we had to collect onr forces and commence our 
movements By the blockade the import and export trade 
»t the eueniy has been cutoff Weil may the American 
people be proud of the energy and gallantry of our regu- 
lar and volunteer officersand soldiers. The events of these 
few months afford a gratifying proof thut our country can, 
under any emergency, confidently rely for the niaintuin- 
ance of her honor, and the defence of her rights, on an 
effictive force, ready at all limes voluntarily to relinquish 
the cmnfortsof home for the perils and privations of the 
camp. Ami though such a force may be for the time ex- 
pensive, it is in the end economical, as the ability to com- 
mand it removes the necessity ot employing a large stan 
ding army in lime of peace, and proves that our people 
love their institutions, and are ever ready to defend and 
protect them. 

Whilst the wur was in h course of vigorous und 
successful prosecution, being still anxious to arrest 
its evils, end considering that, after the bi iHiiinl vic- 
tories of our arms on tlte eighth and ninth of May 
last, the national honor could no- lie c onpromitied 
by it, another overtore was made to Mexico, by my 
directions oc the twenty seventh of Jcly last, to Iff-1 

1111naie boilililies l>v a i*Hce iu*t and honorable to 

both counli'f* On die thirty firtljnf August follow 1114 
llie Mexican go»«-i ninent declined lo acrepl this 
Irieudlv overture, Inn referred it to the decision of 
a Mexican congress, to be assembled in the early 
purl of ihe present iiiomti. I communicate to you, 
herewith, a Copy uf the letirr of lue Secretary of 
Slate proDosing to reopen negotiations, of the an' 

ewer of the Mexican government, and ol the reply 
theietu ol the Sf crdai) ol State. 

The war will continue lobe orusecuied with vigor, 
•a (lie best means of seem iug peaca It it hoped 
that ihe decision of 1 lie Mexican congress, to wh*ch 
our lat-l oveiime lias been lelerred, may result in a 

! speedy and li .norable peace W nil our experience, 
I however. 01 ihe unreasonable course of the Mexican 
i authorities, it is die pail ol wisdom not to relax in 
1 die energy of our military operations until die insult 

Iis made known. In this view, it is deemed import- 
ant to hold milnury po»hessiwn of all die provinces 
which have been taken, until a definitive treaty of 
lienee shall have been concluded and latified by the 
two countries. 

The var has not lieeu waged with a view to con- 

I quest; but having lieeu commenced bv Mexico, i' has 
b»-en carried into the enemy's country, and will l»e 

vigorously ptoeeeated there, wplt a view to obtain an 

| honorable peace, and thereby set ure ample indemni- 

ly tor die expenses of the war, as well at our much 
\ injured cinxens, who hold large pecuniary demands 
against Mexico 

By die laws of nations a conquered isiritory is 
subject to l>e governed by die conquered During his 

j miliiaiy possession, and until there is either a itea- 

iv of peace, or lie shall voluntarily withdraw from it. 
The old civil government being necessarily superce- 
ded, ii is die 1 iff 111 and duly ol die conqueror to se- 

cure his conquest,and to provide for the maintenance 
I of civil order and the righ's of the inhabitants — 

This ight has been exercised, and ibis duty per- 
formed, by our military and naval commundeis, bv 
llie establishment of temporary governments in some 

of the conqueied provinces in Mexico, assimilating 
them as lar as practicable to ilia free institution* ol 
our own country. In the provinces of New Mexico 
and of the California*, little if any further resistance 

'ha inhabitant* to the leiiiporu- 
CUriiy of these importunl conquests by making an 

adequate appropriation for the purpose ol erecting 
foil ideation* and defray ing the expenses necessarily 
incident to the maintenance of our possession and 
authority over them. 

Near the Hose of your l»*t session, for reasons 
communicated to congress, I deemed it important,a* 
a men nil re for stcuring a speedy peace with Mexico, 
that a stun of n ouey should Ire appropriated, and 
placed in the power of llie Executive, similar to that 
which had Ireen inside upuu two loiuier occasions, 
during the administration of President Jefferson. 

On the twenty sixth of Petmiary, 1803, an appro- 
miation ol two millions o| dollars was made, and 
placed at the disposal of the President Its obiect is 
well known. It was at that time in contemplation 
to acquire Louisiana from France, and it was inten- 
ded to Ik* applied as a part ol the consideration 
which might oe paid lor the territory. Oil the thir- 
teenth ol Fehitiary, 1806, the same su*" was in like 
manner appropriated, with u view to the purchase of 
the Flot ulus lrum Spain These appropriations 
were made to facilitate negotiations, and ps a means 

to enable the President to accomplish the important 
object* hi view. Though il did not become necessary 
for the Piesideul to use these appropriations, yet u 

stale of thing* might have arisen in which it would 
have been h'glily important for him to do so, and the 
wisdom of making them cannot be doubted. It is 
believed that the measure recommended at your las 
session met wi'li the approbation of decided majori- 
ties ol both houses of congress. Indeed, indifferent 
forms, a bill making an appropriation of twomillionr 
of dollars passed each house, and il is to Ire much re- 

gretted that it did not I recoup a law. The renseos 

which induced me to recommend the measure at that 
lime still exist: and I again submit the auhjecl for 
youi consideration, and suggest the importance of 
ear'y action unon il. Should the appropriation be 
made, and Ire not needed, it will remain in the uea- 

ruiy; should it he deemed proper to apply il in whole 
or in par>, it will be accounted for a* other public 
cxpeiidituies. 

Immediately alter congress had recognised the ex- 
istence of the war wiyi Mexico, my attention was 

directed to the Hanger that privateers might be til- 
ted out in the ports of Cuba and Porto Rico to prey 

j open the commerce ol the United States; aud I in- 
vited the special attention of the Spanish government 

j to the fourteenth article of our treaty with that pow 
er ol, the twentieth of October, 1795, under which 
the citizens and stioiects of enlist nation who shall 
lake commission* or letters of marque to act as pri- 
vateers against the other shall be punished as pi- 
rates." 

11 affords ine pleasure to inform you that 1 have 
received assurance* from the Spanish government 
that this article of tieaiy shall be faithfully observed 

I on its part. Orders lor this purpose were immedia- 
tely transmitted from that government to the authot 
titles of Cuba and Porto Kico to exert their utmos- 

vigilance in preventing any attempts to fit out priva- 
teers in those islands aaaiusi the United Stales.—- 
Fioiii the good laitli of Bimm I mu fully suii-tied 
that this treaty will be executed in its spirit us well 

| as its letter; whilst the United Slates will, on their 
pail, faithfully perforin all the obligations which it 
imposes on them. 

Information has been recently received at the De- 
partment of State that the Mexican government lias 
sent to Havana blank commission* to privateers,and 
blank certificates of naturalization, signed by (tene- 
ral Salas, the present head of the Mexican govern- 
ment. There is also reason to apprehend that simi, 
lar documents h»ve been transmitted to otlie* parts 
of the world. Copies of these papers, in trnnflftlion, 
are herewith transmitted. 

As the preliminaries required by the practice vifcivi- 
ilized nations for commisaionire privateer. and regu- 
lating their conduct appear • * t lohav; oeen observ- 
ed, and as these commissi ns ar .a blank, to bo 
tilled up with the names ot «i, *ens and subjects of 
all nations who may be willing to purchase them,the 
whole proceeding can only be construed as an invi- 
tation to all the freebooters on earth, who are willing 
to pay for the privilege, ^to cruise against Ameri- 
can commerce. It will l»e for our courts of justice 
to decide whether, under such circumstance*, these 
Mexican letters of marque and reprisal shall protect 
those who accept them, and commit robberies on the 
high seas under their uuihoiify, from the pains and 
penalties of piiucy. 

If the certificates of naturalization thus granted lie 
intended hy Mexico to shield {Spanish subjects from 
the guilt and punishment of pirates, under our treaty 
with Spain, they will certainly prove unavailing.— 
Such >i sublet fuge would be but a weak device to de- 
feat ill* provisions ol a solemn treaty. 

I recommend that congress should immediately 
provide by law for the trial and punishment aa pi- 
rules of Spanish subjects w ho,escaping the vigilance 
of their government, shall be found guiltv of priva- 
teering against the United States. | do not appre- 
l end serious danger born these privateers. Our 
navy will be constantly on the alert to proieet our 
commerce. Resides, in case prizes should lie made 
of American vessels, the utmost vigilauoe will lie ex- 
erted by our blockading squadron to prevent the 
captors Irom taking them into Mexican peris, and it 
is not apprehended that any nation will violate ite 
neu'ralitv by suiTering such prises to lie condemned 
and sold within its jurisdiction. 

1 recommend ilial r.ongiess should immediately 
provide by law for granting letfeis of maique and 
reprisals against vessel* under the Mexican. Hug. It 
its true there are but few, if any, commercial vessels 
of Mexico upon the high seas; and il is, therefore, 
not probable that many American privateers would 
be tilted out, in case a law should past authorizing 
this mode of warfare. It is, notwithstanding, certain 
that such privateers may render good service to the 
commercial interests of the country by recapturing 
our merchant ships, should any be taken by armed 
vessels under the Mexican d.tg, as well as by cap- 
turing these vessels themselves. Every meaus within 
our power should lie rendered available for the pro- 
tection of our commerce. 

Hie annual repot t of tlie Secretary of die Trea- 
sur) will exhibit a detailed statement of the condi- 
tion of the finances. The imports for the fiscal year 
ending on the thirteenth of June last were of the val- 
ue of one hundred and twenty one million six hundred 
and ninety one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven dollars; of which the amount exported was 

eleven million, three hundred and forty-six thousand 
six hundred and twenty three dollars, leaving the 
amount retained in the country for domestic con- 

sumption, one hon (red and ten million three hun- 
dred and forty-five thousand one hundred end seven- 

ty four dollars. The value of the exports foi the 
same period was one hundred and thirteen million 
four hundred and eighty eight thousand five hundred 
and sixteen dollars; of which one hundred and 'wo 
million one hundred and forty one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety three dollars consisted of domestic 
productions, and eleven million three hundred and 
forty six thousand six hundred and twenty three 
dollars of foreign articles. 

Th« receipts into the treasury for the same year 
were twenty nine miilion four hundred and ninety 
nine thousand two hundred and forty so veil dollars 
and six cents; of which there was derived from cua- 
to in 4 twenty six million seven hundred and twelve 
thousand six hundred and sixty seven dollars and 
eighty seven cents, from sales of public lands two 
million six hundred ana ninety five thousand four 
hundred and fifty two dollar* and forty eight cents, 
and from incidental and miscellaneous sources nine- 
ty two thousand one hundred and twenty s:x dollars 
and seventy une rents. The ex|>enditures for the 
sume period were twenty eight million thirty one 

luou»und one hundred and fourteen dollars sud twen- 

ty cents, and the balance in the treasury on the first 
day of July last war nine million one hundred and 
twenty six thousand four hundred aud thirty nine 
dollars and eight cents. 

The amount of public debt, including treasury 
notes, on the first of die present month was twenty 
four million two hundred and fifty six thousand four 
hundred and ninety fc^r dollars and sixiy cents; uf 
which the sum of seventeen million seven hundred 
and eighty eight thousand seven hundred and ninety 
nine dollars and sixty two cents was outstanding on 
the fourth of March, 1845, leaving the amount in- 
curred since that time six million four huudred and 
sixt) seven thousand six hundred and ninety four 
dollars and ninety eight cents. 

In ordei to prosecute the war with Mexico wjth 
vigor and energy, as the best means of bringing it to a 

speedy and houorable termination, a further loan will 
be necessary, to meet the expenditures of the pres- 
ent and the next fiscal year. If the war should be 
continued until the thirtieth of June, 1848—being the 
end of the next fiscal year- it is estimated that an nd~ 
dukmelloeu of twenty-three millions of dollars will be 


