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1647. The Court order, that, if any young man at

tempt to address a young woman, without consent of 
her parents, or in case of their absence, of the County 
Court, lie shall be fined £4 for the first offence, £10 
for the second, and be imprisoned for the third.

1649. Matthew Stanley was tried for drawing the 
affections of John Tarbox’s daughter, without the con
sent of her parents, convicted and fined £5 : fees 2«. 
tid. Three married women were fined bs. each for 
scolding.

1653. Jonas Fairbanks was tried for wearing great 
National Aigin.

hint at the disposal of his creditor, who may be 
modern Shyiock, knowing nothing of “ the quality of 
mercy,” and determined to have his “ pound of flesh 
and who can behold the pitiable condition of his un
fortunate victim and his family, with as much indiffér

as the mischievous school-boy gazes on the agony 
of a fly which he has pinned to his desk.

But we have rather digressed, and must return. Go
vernor Giles's opinions respecting the powers of the 
General Government are pretty well known. He 
speaks severely against the several tariff acts, consid
ering them “ amongst the foremost of the many 
pations of the general government congratulates the 
Assembly on the result of the late electoral election, 
and mentions an interesting fact contained in a sup
plementary report from the Superintendent of the Pen
itentiary, with which we shall conclude this article.

“ There is one fact disclosed in the supplementary 
Report, so extraordinary in itself, and so honorable to 
the white female population of this State, that I deem 
it my fluty to make honorable mention of it to the Gen
eral Assembly, and thus to afford an opportunity of its 
becoming ultimately known to the whole civilized 
world. It is, that for the last four years, but one white 
woman has been convicted of a Penitentiary offence 
within the Commonwealth of Virginia, and it appears 
that only two white women have been confined in the 
Penitentiary for the last two years. The free white 
population of Virginia, exceeds 660,000 souls. How 
small the number of convicts, particularly of the white 
female population, compared with the aggregate popu
lation! !—How wonderful the fact, that only one white 
woman has been convicted of a Penitentiary offence 
within the last four years! !

From the usually small number of convictions, 
pared with the whole population, a presumption might 
arise, that there is some inattention, or laxity in the ad
ministration of the penal laws ; but from an attentive 
observation upon that point, since l came into office, 
1 am satisfied that the fact is otherwise ; and recently 
several calls upon the Executive for revisions and par
dons, have exhibited indications which induce me to 
fear, that, the penal laws were, in some few instances, 
executed more in rigor than in justice. This most fa
vorable general result of the small number of convic
tions, compared to the whole white population, is ren
dered still more conclusive in favor of the sound moral 
condition of our society, and more honorable to 
civil Institutions, by the recollection, that grand larce
ny is made a Penitentiary offence ; and is made to con
sist of all thefts to an amount exceeding $ 10—the low
est limit to petit larceny, as far as my information 
tends, to be found in the penal code of any state in the 
Union.”

of the money, and instructions were given for his guidance 
and direction. He has executed a bond, with sufficient sure
ties, for the faithful performance of his duties, in the penalty 
required of navy agents; and will receive the compensation 
allowed by law to them. His accounts will be transmitted to, 
and settled quarterly by, the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury. 
The fund and the expenditures under it will be kept separate 
and distinct from all others.

On the 9th of June, Com. Rogers, Gen. Bernard, and 
William Strickland, Esq. were appointed Commissioners to 
select a site, and .prepare a plan and estimates of the work 
for the approval of the Executive, and naval officers placed 
under their control to make the necessary soundings and sur
veys. They have been employed in discharge of the duties 
assigned to them, and their report is daily expected, and when 
received will be submitted to you. William Strickland has 
been appointed the engineer, to superintend the erection of 
the work. Advertisements have been issued, and contracts 
are now under consideration, for a part of the materials. 
These contracts will, in a few days, be executed. Prepara
tions will be made during the Winter, and, in the course of 
the Spring and Summer, materials will be delivered, and the 
work progress to the extent of the appropriation. An ad
ditional appropriation will be required during the ensuing ses
sion.”
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In the course of the last week or two we have read 
accounts of twenty or thirty persons having been dan
gerously wounded or killed by the accidental discharge 
of fire arms. In one case a loaded gun was dischar
ged by a little fellow scarcely old enough to hold it, 
and a bov of six years old fell a victim to the unpar
donable negligence of placing loaded arms within the 
reach of children. Many of the accidents occurred 
on gunning excursions. ’Tis a pity that so many warn
ings have so little effect.
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CONGRESS.
On Thursday, Dec. 4, nothing of importance was 

transacted in either House.
On Friday, 5th, in the Senate, on motion of Mr 

Noble the bill for continuing the Cumberland Road 
was ordered to lie on the table. Mr Johnson of Ky. 
brought in a bill for the preservation and repair of 
the Cumberland Road, which was read. The Senate 
adjourned to Monday. In the House of Representa
tives upwards of fifty petitions, memorials, &c. were 
presented and referred to Committees. Mr Long sub
mitted a resolution directing the Committee on Man
ufactures to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the duty on Molasses and Salt, which was lost—yeas 
35—nays 102. The House elected Mr Post to be 
their Chaplain. The vote was, for the Rev. Reuben 
Post 97—Rev. J. N. Danforth 73—scattering 4.— 
Adjourned till Monday.

On Monday, 8th, in the Senate, Mr Benton introduced 
the following resolution, which was read, passed to a 
second reading, and ordered to be printed.

Resoloed, Ire. That the Federal Government acquired no 
right of jurisdiction, or of soil, over the ground on which the 
Cumberland Road 
road, or by the terms, spirit, or intention of the legislative 
acts of Pennsylvania, Maryland, or Virginia, in granting 
their assent to have it made.

2. That it is not expedient for the Federal Government to 
charge itself with the cure and preservation of the roads made, 
or to be made, by it, within the limits of the different Slates.

3. That the care and preservation of the Cumberland Road, 
and of all the Rouds made, or to be made, by the Federal 
Government, within the limits of the different States, ought 
to be left, and is hereby declared to be Isft, to the States, re
spectively, in which the said roads may be.

4. That the principles of justice, the harmony of the 
Union, and the spirit of the Federal Compact, (which con
templates an equal diffusion of benefits, as well as of burthens, 
among the members of the Confederacy) require that expen
ditures made out of the Federal Treasury, for objects of In
ternal Improvement, ought to be extended to all the Slates, 
and apportioned among them in fair and just proportions, ac
cording to some uniform, equitable, and permanent rule of 
apportionment.

5. That the relative extent of the different States furnishes 
the fairest rule of apportionment for such expenditure; and 
that each State, in proportion to its relative extent or size, is 
justly entitled to have as much of the Federal revenue expen
ded within its limits, for purposes of internal improvement, as 
has been expended, or may be expended, within any other 
State, for like purposes.

6. That it is not expedient for the Federal Government to 
hold stock, for the purpose of drawing dividends, in any canal 
or road company; and that all such stock owned, or to be 
owned by the Federal Government, ought to be sold to indi
viduals, States, or companies, as soon as the works, in aid of 
which it was subscribed, shall have been completed.
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William B. Gills has been re-elected, by the Le- 
His Message is a 

He le
gislature. Governor of Virginia, 
well written and very interesting document, 
commends at considerable length and in an able man
ner, the abolishment of imprisonment for debt, and 
that such modifications should he made in the laws as
would insure to the creditor the faithful delivery of all 
the property of his debtor, except the beasts of the 
plough and the necessary implements of the debtor’s 
calling. YVe should he glad if this subject would en
gross the attention of the Legislature of Delaware.— 
Here, as in Virginia and some other States, the debtor 
may he stripped of every thing he possesses ; his fam
ily may be left without a bed to lie upon ; the last loaf 
of bread may be taken from his children ; even his 
Bible may he sold ; and his working tools taken from 
him, and his body thrown into prison. Such treatment, 
in all conscience, is enough to break down the spirit 
of an unfortunate man, to make him curse the day of 
his birth, and to doubt that he is in a Christian land.

i

, either by the fact of making that

and that Christian men and Christian laws are dealing 
with him. In our State, the creditor gains nothing by 
incarcerating his victim, for in prison he is an idle and 
unproductive man, whilst the family of the prisoner 
perhaps sutler all the distress and misery incident to 
pinching poverty, and either become tenants of 
house, or are thrown on the charity of a world whose 
crying sin is not by any means that of being over-much 
benevolent. We may be told that a man may, by the 
basest hypocrisy, obtain credit, and turn out an arch- 
villain, and deserve no mercy at the hands of those he 
Ims deceived and wronged. Grant it. But let not the 
wife and children of even such a man be totally de
prived of the necessaries of life, because of the rogue
ry of a husband and father. The law could certainly 
be so modified, and we leave it to the superior wisdom 
of our Legislators so to arrange it, as to discriminate 
between the unjust and the unfortunate debtor. It is 
indeed a hard case, and one of no (infrequent occur
rence, that a debtor who has been unfortunate, hut still 
“ retains his integrity,” and is disposed and anxious to 
pay his debts, should he rendered unable to carry his 
good designs into execution, by being deprived, by the 
law, of all the means whereby he might effect them. 
Such a
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South Carolina.—The Legislature of this State 
assembled at Columbia, on the 23d ultimo. Gov. 
Taylor, in his Message to the Assembly, dwells at large 
on the subject of the Tariff, and the opinions he 
tertains of it, and the course he recommends to be 
pursued, are such as are expressed in the extract from 
the message of Gov. Iredell, which was published in 
the last Register.

en-
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THE BREAKWATER.

Ill the Report of the Secretary of the Navy, of the 27th 
ult. is the following notice of this great and important nation
al work.

“ The act making appropriation for the erection of a Break
water near the mouth of the Delaware bay received your White, Berrien, and Beil, 
prompt attention; and its execution, under your supervision, 
was confided to the Secrelary of the Navy. Immediate mea
sures were taken to advance the work. C. C. Biddle, of 
Philadelphia, was appointed the Agent for tile disbursement I Lou. Williams, and M’Laue.

The following Standing Committees were elected, 
when the ballotting was suspended until next day.

On Foreign Relations.—Messrs. Tazewell, Sandford,

h
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man says, “have patience with me, and I will 
But the law, a barbarous relic of the

Messrs. Smith, of Md. M’Lane, Smith, ofOn Finance.
S. C. Branch, and Silsbee.

On Commerce.—Messrs. Woodbury, Silsbee, Johnston, of
pay you all.
olden time, and a foul blot on our escutcheon, leaves 'I
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