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Kliza became most passionately attached—he offered 

her his hand, and it was accepted, in opposition to the 
advice and entreaties of her parents.

It was about this time I left the paternal roof, and 
scenes and increasing cares almost obliterated the 

beautiful Eliza from my recollection.

During one of the inclement nights of our New- 
England winters, I was called to an obscure part of 
the city, to visit, professionally, a poor and helpless 
wretch, who was pining with disease produced by in

temperance. As I sat by the bed of the sufferer, I 
heard, in an adjoining room, the voice of a female, 
pleading with great earnestness, with one who appear
ed to lie the employer of her husband. “ For heaven’s 
sake,” she said, “ do keep back every cent you can of 
bis earnings ; not a shilling that enters his pocket ev
er finds its way here. The tippling shop ami tavern 
lake all—it is hard, and perhaps, wrong, to speak of 
one's husband thus. The time was when 1 did not be
lieve it possible ; hut what am I to do—where am I to 
seek sustenance, clothing and fuel for these, my freez
ing and starving children ? But, my dear sir.” she con
tinued, her sobs almost suffocating her, “ this is but a 
small part of what I suffer. Oh 1 I could sustain mv- 
sell' under poverty and want ; 1 could live with him 
cheerfully and affectionately ruder all the vicissitudes 
of fortune, if I could only receive the love and kind
ness which is a wife's due.”

I inquired the name of her who had so strongly e.\- 
eited my sympathy ; in a moment the beautiful Eliza 
flitted before my mind—she, who at twenty years was 
so beautiful, so affectionate and so happy, that angels 

might almost have envied her lot. 
distinct feeling that I should meet something which my 
youthful mind was wont to contemplate with such de
light. I entered the room, but what did I see ?—the 

shadow of her whose early dawn was the promise of 
earthly bliss. Would to God it hud never been my 
lot to have thus encountered her, who, in youth, had 
left such a magic and undying .s|»cll on my mind.

ors of the Sinking Fund to purchase, at its current market
price, the public debt, whenever, in their opinion, such pur
chases can be made beneficially for tbo interests of the Uni- 
tod States, and consistently with existing engagements.” 

After a few words from Mr Benton, by way of rejoinder— 
On motion of Mr Branch, the resolutions were ordered to 

lie on the table.

So the question being, Will the House now consider this 
Resolution ? it was decided as follows:

Yeas 104—Nays 70.
Mr Wiekliffe then moved to amend the resolution by stri

king out the prenmbie. He had no objection that the propo
sed inquiry be submitted to the Committee on the District.— 
Ho was no advocate for the trade fo which it alluded; but the 
preamble of the resolution assumed ns true, certain facts of 
which he knew nothing, and of which he believed the House 
in general knew as little as he did.

Mr Culpepper hoped the motion fur amendment would pre
vail. Ho had voted for the consideration of it. But he was 

in favor of the preamble. The gentleman might know 
something of the facts stated, but for himself, being entirely 
ignorant of them, he could not vole for a preamble which 
pledged the House for their correctness.

Mr Weems hoped the gentleman would consent to the 
omission of the preamble. It was entirely on account of that 
part of the resolution that he had moved for the question of 
consideration : for his own part, lie did not believe one word 
of what it contained.

Mr Miner

new i

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr Cambreleng, from tho Committee on Commerce, to 

which w as referred the amendment of the Senate to the bill 
allowing an additional drawback on sugar refined in the Uni
ted States, and exported therefrom, reported the 

The amendment was then read, and concurred in by the 
House.

!
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So this bill has finally passed both Houses.
Mr Miner moved the following preamble and resolutions :
Whereas tho Constitution has given to Congress, within the 

District el Columbia, the power of " exclusive legislation in 
all cases whatsoever.”

.find Whereas the laws in respect to slavery in the District 
of Columbia have been wholly neglected.

From which neglect, for nearly thirty years, have grown 
numerous and gross corruptions.

Slave-dealers, gaining confidence from impunity, have made 
the Seat of the Federal Government their head quarters for 
carrying on tho domestic slave trade.

The ptiplic prisons have been extensively used (perverted 
from the purposes for which they were erected) for carrying 
on the domestic slave trade.

0dicers of tho Federal Government have been employed, 
and derived emolument from carrying on tho domestic slave 
trade.

Private and secret prisons exist in the District for carrying 
on I Ins traffic in human beings.

Tho trade is not confined to those who are slaves for life; 
but persons having a limited time to serve, are bought, by the 
slave-dealers,'and sent where redress is hopeless.

Others are kidnapped and carried away before they can be 
rescued.

Instances of death, from anguish and despair, exhibited in 
the District, mark the cruelty of this traffic.

Instances of maiming and suicide, executed or attempted, 
have been exhibited, growing out of this traffic within the 
District.

Free persons of color coming into the District,
arrest, imprisonment, and sale into slavery for life for jail 

fees, if unable, from ignorance, misfortune, or fraud, to prove 
their freedom.

Advertisements beginning, “ We will give cash for one hun
dred likely young negroes, of both sexes, from eight to twen
ty-live years old,” contained in the public prints of the city, 
under the notice of Congress, indicate the openness and 
tent of the traffic.

Scenes of human beings exposed tit public vendue are ex
hibited here, permitted by the laws of the General Govern
ment; a woman having been advertised "tobe sold at Lloyd’s 
Tavern, near the Central Market House,” during''the month 
of December.

!
-commenced a course of statements in sup

port of the resolution and its preamble, which was interrupted 
by the expiration of the hour allotted to reports and resolu- 
tionç. The subject, therefore, lies over for to-morrow morn
ing, after reports of committees shall have been gone through 
with.

Wednesday, January 7.

IN SENATE.
Mr Barnard presented the memorial of certain Umbrella 

manufacturers of Philadelphia, praying for a drawback on 
imported silk used in the manufacture of Umbrellas, &c. &c.; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the memorial of Major General Winfield 
Scott, preying for the passage of a declaratory act on the 
subject of brevet rank, made u report, which, after recapitu
lating the prominent facts set forth in the memorial, conclu
des as follows:

“ The committee, after duly considering the facts set forth 
by the memorialist, and the questions growing out of them, 
are of opinion that there is no illegality in the order of the 
President, placing Major General Macomb in command of 
the Army, and requiring all officers and soldiers to obey him; 
and that there is no case set forth in the memorial which re
quires the rights and duties of brevet rank to be determined 
by a declaratory act.

“They therefore recommend that the prayer of the me^ 
morialist be not granted.“

The report was read, and comes up for consideration to,, 
morrow.

j]

arose with an in-
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'twentieth Congress....Second Session.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The question recurring on the motion of Mr Wickliffe, to 
amend the resolution offered by Mr Miner, on the subject of 
slavery within the District of Columbia—

Mr Miner delivered his sentiments at length on the sub
ject of the resolution, and adduced a variety of documentary 
testimony, with a view to establish the facts set forth in the 
preamble.

Mr Weems rose in reply, and commenced a speech, which 
was cut short bv the expiration of the hour allotted to re
ports and resolutions.

ex-Tuesday, January 6.

IN SENATE.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the following 

resolutions, heretofore submitted by Mr Benton, and which 
had been made the special order for to-day:

“Resolved, That the 5th section of the Sinking Fund act, 
of 1817, ought to bo so amended ns to authorize the Com
missioners of that Fund to

A Grand Jury of the District has presented the slave-trade 
a9 a grievance.

A writer in a public print in the District hasset forth “ that, 
to those who never have seen a spectacle of the kind, ( 
hibited by the slave trade) no description can give an adequate 
idea of its horrors.”

To such extent had this boon carried in 1816, that a mem
ber of Congress from Virginia introduced a resolution in the 
House “ That a Committee be appointed to examine into the 
existence of an inhuman and illegal traffic in slaves, carried 
on in and through the District of Columbia, and report whe
ther any, and what, measures are necessary for the putting a 
stop to the same.”

The House of Representatives, of Pennsylvania, at their 
last session, by an almost unanimous vote,expressed the opin
ion, that slavery, within the District of Columbia, ought to be 
abolished.

Numerous petitions, from various parts of the Union, have 
been presented to Congress, praying for the revision of the 
laws in respect to slavery, and the gradual abolition of slave
ry within the District of Columbia.

A petition was presented at the last session of Congress, 
signed by more than one thousand inhalftnnts of the District 
praying for the gradual abolition of slavery therein.

And Whereas, tho ten miles square, confided to the exclu
sive legislation of Congress, ought, for the honor of Repub
lican government, and the interest of the District, to exhibit 
a specimen of pure and just laws:

Be it resolved, That the Committee for the District of Co
lumbia be instructed to take into consideration the laws with
in the District, m respect to slavery; that they inquire into 
the slave trade as it cxis’s in, and is carried on through the 
District; and that they report to the House such amendments 
to the existing laws as shall seem to them to be just.

Resolved, That the Committee be further instructed to in
quire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the gradu
al abolition of slavery within the District, in such manner that 
the interests of no individual shall Ve injured ihereby.

S'r.ke out I he firs’ clause, and insert— I Mr Weems, of Maryland, moved the question of conside-
tom • • \hal Ç0,»l,‘"t’ee 0,1 F'uonce he instructed | ration: on which question Mr Miner demanded the yeas and

inquire into tho expediency of authorizing the Commission- j nays, and they were ordered by the House.

______ make purchase of the public debt,
at its current market price, whenever, in their opinion, such 
purchases can be made beneficially for the interest of the Uni
ted States, and consistently with existing engagements.
“2. That the 4th section of the same act, which authorizes 

a retention of two millions of surplus revenue in the Treasury, 
ought to be repealed; and that the first section of the Sinking 
Fund act of 1790, which directs tho whole of the surplus mo- 
n«y in the Treasury to be applied to the puyment of the pub
lic debt, ought to be revived and continued in force.
“3. That the Dank of the United Stoles ought to he re

quired to make a compensation to the People of the United 
States, for the use of tho balances of public money on its 
hands.

Thursday, January 8.
IN SENATE.

Mr Sanford presented memorial of a Committee of 
Auctioneers, of tho City of New York, remonstrating against 
any legislative measures injurious to the present system of 
sales by auction; which was referred to the Committee ou 
Finance.

1
The report of the Committee on Military Affairs, adverse 

to the prayer of the memorial of Genernl Scott, was taken 
up for consideration, and, on motion of Mr Tyler, ordered 
fo lie on the table, and, together with the memorial of the 
General, to be printed for the use of the Senate.

The Senate adjourned to Monday.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr Wolf from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
made the following report on the case of Peter Francisco; 
which was read, and laid on the table:

“ The Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom was 
referred the petition and documents of Peter Francisco, a 
soldier of the Revolution, have duly considered the same, and 
submit the following report:

“ The Petitioner, after enumerating his services and suffer
ing during the War of the Revolution, and setting forth his 
present helpless and embarrassed situation, solicits Congress 
to make some provision for him against poverty and want, as 
his declining years and strength render him incapable of 
struggling against adverse fortune.

“ That, from the statement exhibited by the petitioner him
self, and the documents and papers accompanying his peti
tion, to all of which the committee are disposed to give fuTI 
credence, it appears that Peter Francisco, the petitioner, 
served his country with a patriotic zeal and fidelity, perform
ed prodigies of valor, and displayed a degree of chivalrous, 
heroic bravery and courage rarely equalled, and perhaps flitt
er excelled, by the transactions of any other individual 
similarly circumstrnced in the History of the Revolution.

“ That, in the course of his military career, he received 
several severe, but honorable wounds, the consequences of

“ 4. That a public debt is a public burthen, and that the 
present dept o( the United States is a burthen upon the peo
ple of the United States to the amount of more ihan fifteen 
millions of dollars per annum; from which they ought to be 
relieved as soon as possible, and may be relieved in four years, 
by a “ timely" and “judicious” application of the means 
within the power of Congress.

“ 5 That an abolition of duties, to the amount of the ten 
millions of dollurs now annually levied on account of the pub
lic deb*, ought to be made as soon n9 that debt is paid, and 
maybe made, according to the present indications of the 
®n,,e* without diminishing the protection duo to any branch of 
domestic manufactures, und with manifest advanfago to the 
agriculture and commerce of the country.

‘ t». 1 hat the Committee on Finance hodirocted to prepare 
and bring in a bill to carry into effect tho objects of the first 
and second of these resolutions.”'

Mr Renton addressed the Senate in a speech of about two 
hours’ length, in support of his resolutions.

Mr Smith, of Maryland, Chairman of the Committee on 
finance, made a few observations'll! reply, and submitted the 
tollo ving a» an amendment to the first clause of the resolu
tions*
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