
m
Ja

f,

il
FARMERS’, MANUFACTURERS’ AND MECHANICS’ ADVOCATE.w 110

hat
evening, because it is altogether more convenient for 
them ; and that for the same reason, if we follow
ed the spirit of the fashion, instead of the letter ns we 
do, wc should make and receive our calls either in the 
afternoon or evening. Why do we not ? Every body 
looks better after dinner than before ; and better in 
the evening than at any other tiine.(l) They always 
have more time to spare—the work of the day is over 
—their friends are pretty sure to be at homo and at 
leisure. But no, we cannot, the thing is unfashiona- 

And why ? Because forsooth, you never see it 
said in an English novel that good company ever saw 
each other (in a friendly wav) after three o'clock, P.
M.

Under this head too—we have all that a mother,— 
all that a father need say to a beloved daughter, on 
her crossing that shadowy line—that threshold of life— 
perhaps of eternity—over which she is never to repass, 
but through a sepulchre—to borrow half an idea of J.
P. Ciinean.

Part IV.—treats of Moral and Religious Duties 
—and therefore of Principles of conduct, Sincerity,
Manmivering, Precepts, Example, Suspicion, Widow- 
hood. Resignation, (I have restored the natural order 
of the subjects here. The author had recounted 
them—s iying Resignation, Widowhood) Religious du
ties, Private Devotion, Family Worship, Attending Jhe f'l,lo'vin?’ »“J™ ,llc Southern Patriot, is the beautiful
Church, Visiting the Sieh, Charitable Institutions, ,->V traveller
/) fl R > I Letlyata, in its original form. The beauty of the eulogumi
Iteatn neas., consists not less in the simplicity of the diction than ill the

Jsuch ire the subjects treated of—and treated of too truth of the Mill intent*, 
in a plain simple way—by the author of this invalutt- “ 1 I|UV<! observed that among all nations the Women nota
ble book. I have not gone through it, as I hope to ™ent themselves more than the men,—that, wherever found, 
do—for it contains four hundred closely printed pa- ! ‘ll !'!"?’ I'1''1’ 'ei!d,cr !,e,,lea; th*‘

/ n .. •. !.. .. . J 1. . . , 1 . tney are ever inclined lo be gay and cheerful, timorous andges, (a library ot itself, tor tilt' newly married,) but I modest. They do not hesitate like tnun, to perform a hospita- 
huve read enough to satisfy ine that 1 am doing a lieu- | hie or generous action; not haughty, not urrogunt, nor super- 
efit to my countrywomen, by recommending it hearti- ! cilious, but full of courtesy and fond of society; industrious,
ly and without reserve to their study. ! economical, ingenuous; more liable, in general, to err, than

Take one specimen of the style to finish off with. Ü!““’ but,1,1 ,penera[’ a.lf0- ?‘ore virtuous, and performing 
i* • • .j c , * more good actions than he. I never addressed myself m theIt is in the form o a dtaloguc. , of decency and friendship to a won,am whether

Should not conversation form the chief I civilized 
amusement of the family evening party Î answer.

Mrs B. Certainly it should, and therefore, to con
voke well, is an art of much value to women. It is 
the most certain means by which they may give a 
charm to social life, and by which they tuny banish 
dullness, the moment (2) it attempts to ihtrude itself.

No other talent or amusement has an equal power at 
all times. (A great truth.) Music may often fail to 
withdraw our thoughts from unpleasant remembran
ces, and the theatre, ball-room, and card-table, 
not always in unison with the state of onr feelings, 
which at times renders them irksome or indifferent to 
us. But it is not thus with conversation—which is 
scarcely ever so powerless as not to beguile the 
thoughts from even the most painful recollections ; 
to release them from that lethargic state in which they 
are sometimes confined. No one can prize too highly 
the privilege we possess, in the power of communica
ting and interchanging our ideas with (3) onr fellow 
creatures. Conversation is at once the medium of 
affection, consolation, amusement and instruction. It 
is tiie means by which wisdom may obtain an influ
ence over weakness and folly ; piety over irréligion 
and immorality. But how lamentable it is, that this 
blessing should ever be the instrument of evil ! That 
thus gifted by our Creator, we should ever presume 
to speak of Him with irreverence and ingratitude, 
to tempt the unstable, by the language of levity and fol
ly, to turn from the. path of wisdom ! Women in par
ticular, upon whom devolves the charge of rising gen
erations, and by whom the first impressions are made 
upon the human mind ; who have also generally con
siderable influence within their various spheres, should 
be cautious not to utter any sentiments, nor indulge in 
any conversation, inconsistent with virtue and piety.
Not even the insignificance of the individual, who 
could give utterance lo irreverent sentiments, or who 
would seof at things of serious import, would render 
him harmless in the society of the young, whose ab
horrence of evil would be diminished by familiarity 
with its language.

Mrs P.

Mrs B. It would lie unnatural and also useless to 
desire such an exclusion ; hut is it not reasonable and 
essential to prohibit improper subjects from our con
versation '! Is there not range sufficient for the exer
cise of the greatest wit, or for the display of the live
liest humor, without touching upon hallowed or li
centious ground. Good taste as well as good fee
ling, if permitted to mark out the boundary of conver
sation, will yet leave space enough for it to 'flow like 
waters after summer showers.' ” pp. 326, 7.

To conclude—on the first day of the new year 1829 
—I for one should be glad to know that fifty, aye a 
hundred, thousand copies of this book were doing their 
office throughout our country. It would knit us anil our 
children’s children more /irmly to the people of Great 
Britan and their children’s children, than all the 
els that have appeared for the last age.

(1) When did morning ever break—
And find auch beaming eyes awake 
As those that sparkle now.

See also Hv ran and snmebudy else.
(2) In which, omitted here.
(3) Those of, omitted here.
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Sabbath as abrogated. From the example of the Apostles of 
Christ, they huve chosen the first day of the week, instead of 
that day set apart in the decalogue, for their religious devo
tions. These have generally regarded the observance of the 
day as a devotional exercise, and would not more readily en
force it upon others, than they would enforce secret prayer ot 
devout meditations; urging the fact, that neither their Lord 
nor his disciples, though often censured by their accusers for 
a violation of the Sabbuth, ever enjoined its observance, they 
regard it as a subject on which every person should be' fully 
persuaded in his own mind, und not coerce others to act upoa 
his persuasion. Many Christians again differ from these,pro- 
fessing to derive their obligation to observe the Sabbath from 
the fourth commandment of the Jewish Decalogue, and brm. 
the example of the Apostles, who appear to have held their 
public meetings for worship on the first day of the week ns 
authority for so far changing the Decalogue, as to substitute 
that day for the seventh. The Jewish government was a 
theocracy, which enforced religious observances; and though 
the committee would hope that no portion of the citizens of 
our country could willingly introduce a system of religious 
coercion in our civil institutions, the example of other nations 
should admonish us to watch carefully against its earliest indi
cation.

With these different religious views, the committee are of 
opinion that Congress cannot interfere. It is not the legiti
mate province of the Legislature to determine what religion 
is true, or what false. Our Government is a civil, and nut a 
religious institution. Our Constitution recognizes in cverv 
person, the right to choose his own religion, und to enjoy it 
freely, without molestation. Whatever may be the religions 
sentiments of citizens, and however variant, 
entitled to protection from the Government, so long as they 
do not invade tin; rights of others.

The transportation of the mail on the first dav of the week, 
it is believed, does not interfere 
The petitioners for its discontinuance appear to be 
from a religious zeal, which muy he commendable if confined 
to its proper sphere; but they assume a position better suited 
to an ecclesiushi ul than lo a civil iiistilulion. They appear, 
in many instances, to lay it down as an axiom, that the prac
tice is a violation of the law of God. Should Congress, in 
their legislative capacity, adopt the sentiment, it would eslah- 
licli the principle, that tlie Legislature is a proper tribunal to 
determine vvliat are the laws of God. 
gialativo decision in a religious controversy; and on a point in 
which good citizens may honestly differ in opinion, without 
disturbing the peace of society, or endangering its liberties. 
If this principle is once introduced, it will he impossible to 
define its bounds. Among all the religious persecutions with 
which almost every page of modern history is stained, no vic
tim ever suffered, but for the violation of what Government 
denominated the law of God. 
evils i
our government the power of defining the Divi 
is a right reserved to each citizen; and while he respects the 
equal rights of others, ho cannot bo held amenable to 
human tribunal for his conclusions.

Extensive religious combinations, to effect a political ob
ject, are, in the opinion of the Committee, always dangerous. 
Ibis first effort of the kind, calls for the establishment of a 
principle, which, in the opinion of the Committee, would lay 
the foundation for dangerous innovations upon the spirit ot 
the Constitution, and upon the religious rights of the citizens. 
If admitted, it may bo jjslly apprehended, tliut the fut 
measures of Government will he strongly marked, if not 
eventually controlled, by the same influence. All religious 
despotism commences by combination and influence; and 
when that influence begins to operate upon the political insti
tutions oi a country, the civil power soon bends under ii; and 
the catastrophe of other nations furnishes an awful warning 
of the consequence.

Under the present regulations of the Post Office Deport
ment, the rights of conscience are not invaded. Everv agent 
enters voluntarily, and it is presumed conscientiously, into 
the discharge of his duties, without intermeddling with the 
conscience of another. Post Offices are so regulated, as that 
hut a small proportion of the first day of the^week is requi
red to be occupied in official business. In tho transportation 
of the mail on that day, no one agent is employ ed many hours. 
Religious persons enter into the business without violating 
their own consciences, or imposing any restraints upon miters. 
Passengers in the mail stages aro free to rest during the first 
day ol the week, or to pursue their journeys at their 
pleasure. While the mail is transported on Saturday, the 
Jew and the Sabbatarian may abstain from any agency in 
carrying it, ftont conscientious scruples. Whilo it is transpor
ted on the first day of the week, another class may abstain, 
from the same religious scruples. The obligation lif govern
ment is the same to hotli of these classes; and the Committee 
can discover no principle on which the claims of one should 
be more respected than those of the other; unless it should 
he admitted that the consciences of the minority are less sac
red than those of the majority.

It is the opinion of the committee, that the subject should 
be regarded simply as a question of expediency, irrespective 
of ns religious bearing. In this light, it has hitherto been 
considered. Congress have never legislated upon the subject. 
It reHts, as it ever has done, in the legal discretion of the 
Postmaster General, under the repeated refusals of Congress
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It would involve a le-

Mrs P. ir savage, without receiving a decent and friendly 
\t ilh mnn, it has often been otherwise. In wander

ing over the barren plains of inhospitable Denmark, through 
honest Sweden, frozen 1,upland, rude and churlish Finland, 
unprincipled Russia, and the widespread regions of the 
during Tartar, if hungry, dry, cold, Wot, or sick, woman has 
ever been friendly tu me, and uniformly so; and add to this 
virtue, so worthy of the appellation of benevolence, these 
actions have been performed in so free and so kind a manner, 
that if I was dry, I drank the sweet draught, and if hungry, 
ate the coarse morsel with double relish.”
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To prevent a similar train of 
this country, the Constitution has wisely withheld from 
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Transportation of the Mail on Sunday.
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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, Jan. 19. 
Mr Johnson, of Kentucky, made »he following report:— 

The Committee to whom was referred the several petitions 
the subject of mails on the Sabbath, on the first day of the 
week,

REPORT:

orftp un

That some respite is required from the ordinary vocations of 
life, is an established principle sanctioned by the usages of all 
nations, whether Christian or Pagan. One day in seven has 
also been determined upon as the proportion of time; and in 
conformity with the wishes of the great majority of citizens of 
this country, the first day of the week, commonly called Sun
day, has been set apart to that object. The principle has re
ceived the sanction of the National Legislature, so far as to 
admit a suspension of all public business on that day, except 
in cases of absolute necessity, or of great public utility. This 
principle the Committee would not wish to disturb. If kept 
within its legitimate sphere of action, no injury can result 
Irom its observance. It should, however, be kept in mind, 
that the proper object of government is to protect till persons 
in the enjoyment oftheir religious, as well as civil rights ; and 
not to determine, for any, whether they shall esteem one day 
above another, or esteem all days alike holy.

We are aware that a variety of sentiment exists among the 
good citizens of this nation, on the subject of the Sabbath 
day; and our government is designed for the protection of 
one, as much as for another, 
try, are as free as Christians, and entitled to the same protec
tion from the laws, derive their obligation to keep the Sab
bath day from the fourth commandment of their Decalogue; 
and, in conformity with that injunction, pay religious homage 
to the seventh clay of the week, which we call Saturday. 
One denomination of Christians among us, justly celebrated 
for their piety, and certainly as good citizens as any other 
class, agree with the Jews in the moral obligation of the 
Sabbath, and observe the same day There are also many 
Christians among us, who derive not their obligation to ob
serve the Sabbath from the Decaloguo, but regard the Jewish

n

The Jews, who, in this eoun-

You would not, I presume, exclude lively 
conversation, or banish from our circles those per
sons wUo have wit and hua*or ?
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