
FARMERS', MANUFACTURERS' AND MECHANICS* ADVOCATE.Ill
of extraordinary difficulty, but because it was the turn of a j A bill to nun it the duties imposed upon certain articles im- 
surgeon to operate who vvas elevated by the influence of a ported for the use of the Theological Seminary and Kenyon 
corrupt system. The defendant pleaded, in justification, that College, in Ohio, was passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
the account was true. currence.

Lord Tenterden decided that the defendant should prove 
his case tiist.

The defendant then addressed the jury at great length, and 
proceeded to call a number of witnesses, whose examination 
occupied the Court during the whole day.

The first seven witnesses, all medical men, and all present 
at the operation, described it as having been performed in a 
very clumsy and unscientific manner. They stated that Mr 
Cooper appeared flurried and undecided—that he made use of 
a gre it number of Instruments—that the average time em
ployed in these operations was five minutes, and that Mr 
Cooper took nearly an hour—that great and unnecessary vio
lence was used—and that the whole operation was perform
ed unskilfully, and “ not in such a manner as the public had a 
right to expect from a surgeon of Guy’s Hospital.”

The examination of these witnesses occupied the Court till 
seven o’clock, when it adjourned till Saturday morning.

On the opening of the Court on Saturduy morning, Sir 
James Scarlett addressed the jury, on the part of Mr Cooper, 
at great length, and then proceeded to call the following wit
nesses:—

Mr Thomas Calaway, a pupil of and assistant-surgeon at 
Guy’s Hospital, who was present at the operation, and held 
the staff, said that there was in this case great difficulty in 
finding the stone, as it was in the folds of the bladder, and 
high up, instead of being, as is usual, in the hollow of the 
pelvis—that the stone was oval and flat, and consequently 
difficult to seize will» the forceps—that in his opinion the pro
per means were used, and that the stone was ultimately ex
tracted.

Joseph Lundy, who held the instruments, saw nothing un
skilful in the treatment of the case.

Mr Charles Key, senior surgeon of the Hospital, and Dr 
Hodgkin, who had witnessed the examination of the body 
after death, thought there was nothing unskilful in the man
ner in which the operation had been performed.

Sir Astley Cooper (who was subpoenaed by the defendant) 
gave an account of his nephew’s education, which appeared 
to have been excellent. He said that the time employed af
forded no test for trying the skill of the operator. Ho had 
himself performed the operation on two eminent lawyers, (a 
laugh,) Mr Sergeant Lens, and the Master of the Rolls,
(Sir John Leach;) the operation was precisely the same in 
both cases, yet in the first case it was performed in two 
minutes, and in the second it took half-an-hour. His skill 
was tried in one case, while a child might have performed the 
other. In the present case the stone was in the folds of the 
bladder, so that the forceps could not touch it; and it 
not till the man became exhausted that the folds dropped 
their hold.

Several medical men spoke highly of Mr Cooper’s skill as 
a surgeon.

After the defendant had replied, Lord Tenterden summed 
up, and the jury, after two hours’ deliberation, returned a. 
verdict for the plaintiff— Damages* one hundred pounds.

If tie citizens of Wilmington had not been devoid 
of public spirit, they would not bave relinquished the 
idea of constructing a Rail Way from this place to 

Elk ton, after having been incorporated by the Maryland 
Legislature, and even going so far as to appoint a 

committee to survey the ground over which it must pass, 

I am inclined, however, to attribute this failure in part, 

to the great political excitement which existed atnong 
tiiern at that time, and content ntyself with reviving tlic 
subject for their consideration.

What makes me regret this failure the mote, is, 
the many advantages our town would derive from its 
construction. And these advantages are daily incitas, 

ing, as will be easily seen by every well informed indi
vidual.

■ «

Monday, January 26.

IN SENATE.
Mr Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 

was referred memorials respecting the abolition of slavery 
within the District of Columbia, rerjuesled to be discharged 
from the further consideration of that subject.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tile petitions, memorials, mid reuionstruiices, presented to

day, amounted to about one hundred and ten in number.
Tuesday, January 27.

IN SENATE.
The time was principally occupied in tile consideration of bills, mostly of a 

l.rivale nature.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

At that time of momentary excitement, I know not 
whether the anticipations of our citizens, relative to 
the trade which w ould be carried on by the use of this 
road extended any farther than to a portion of the trade 
of the Susquehanna and Baltimore City, in addition to 
the conveyance of the products of our own manufac
tories^ which are of no very insignificant nature, to die 
latter place. But I am rather inclined to think they 
did not. Since that time, however, the great western 
canal has been commenced, and is now rapidly extend- 
ing itself to the State of Ohio, 
opened a great held of internal trade for 
while the products of the western world would he 
flowing down upon us in great profusion, we should 
h ive the pleasure of supplying our neighboring cities 
and towns with its staple commodities : and thus our 
laboring part of the community would have steady 
work and occupation, which would certainly be a very 
gratifying consideration to the philanthropic mind, in 
short, the advantages of this could scarcely be cue- 
mer ted.
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MILITIA LAW.
Messrs Editors:—it appears by the proceedings of 

our Legislaluie, that a bill is in progress in the Senate 
for the repeal ol the law establishing a uniform miiiiia 
in this State. Now, without intending to advncatctlie 
law ns it is—for I believe it susceptible of great im
provement—I would ask our ] cgislaturc if it would 
comport with justice and kind feeling towards those 
volunteer companies who have, in compliance with the 
provisions of that act. uniformed themselves at groat 

expense, and devoted their time to the attainment of 
that knowledge contemplated by it, to repeal the net 
entirely ; thereby throwing their system into its prim
itive confusion ? Would it not rather redound to die 
benefit of the State, to foster and protect, those of lier 
sons who are willing to embark their talents in the 
attainment of military skill, in time of peace, that they 

may not see her brilliant name tarnished under other 
circumstances ? I know there 

consider the military system necessary at this time, but 
let them remember the admonition of the Father of his 
Country on this subject, “ timely disbursements to pre
pare for danger, frequently prevent much greater dis
bursements to repel it.”

I have been told that there has been a draft of a law 
forwarded to Dover, the purport of which is to reduce 
the yearly amount of military fines to something like 
one dollar. No reasonable citizen will object to pay 
this small sum as a remuneration for the non-perform
ance of that portion of military duty which he owes to 
the State ; for 1 contend that every man does owe the 
State for that protection which he enjoys in person and 

property, while living under the influence of its la"'
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Twentieth Congress...Second Session. Wednesday, January 28. 

IN SENATE.
The chief subject acted < 
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IN SENATE.
A message in writing was received from the President of 

the United States, transmitting two Indian Treaties, which 
havo been ratified during the present session of Congress; 
which was read.
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Mr Wickliffe, from (he Committee on Retrenchment, 
moved the following resolution:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled, That the Secre
tary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Representa
tives shall prohibit the use of the Stationary of the two Houses 
in folding or endorsing any documents, pamphlets, or pack
ages, other than such as may have been printed by order of 
either House of Congress, or such manuscript documents as 
may relate to the business of the same.

This resolution was read the first time.
The engrossed bill to establish the Territorial Government 

of Huron, was read the third time, passcdf and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence.
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Mr Rives, from the Committee on Retrenchment., reported 
a bill to prohibit the use of Secret Service Money in time of 
peace, and for other purposes; which was read the first and 
second time, and committed.

1st of neve
icmririul from James Mon-

, whir o *»f
*

FOR THE DELAWARE REGISTER.
RAIL WAY TO ELKTON.

Messrs Editors—I have been looking, for some time 

past, to see a very important subject which engaged a 
considerable degree of attention among our citizens 
last winter, again brought into notice, hut am sorry to 
sav, I havo seen no traces whatever, appear in our 
journals.

Saturday, January 24.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
On motion of Mr Blake, it was
Resolved, That the Committee on the Library bo instruct

ed to inquire into the expediency of providing more effectual 
means of obtaining copies of the Laws of the several States, 
Xu they are annually enacted

i
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