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mode of housekeeping, and the carelessness of Iter per

sonal appearance, contrasted with what it formerly 

was, but she replied that she was married now ; and 

that it was just as well to appear as she did as other

wise.

school arrived, she was removed to the new and splen

did establishment of her doting grandmother, and 

ushered into the best society under the most favorable 

But the very basis of her character Iauspices.
selfishness, and when by her talent* and acquirements, 

she had gained a friend, the meanness of her disposi

tion soon becoming known, disgusted them, and they 

left her almost to solitary grandeur in the elegant man

sion where she dwelt.

If marriage is the cause of such a change in all its 
subjects, I pray 1 may remain single, although now in 

blooming eighteen. But, Messrs Editors, I am deter

mined that should I be so fortunate as to get “ a lover 

brave and true,” and enter into “ hymeneal bonds,” 

never to suffer myself to be influenced by my sister’s 

example. No, not 1—and if you wish to recommend 

a voting gentleman to one whose every endeavor shall 

be to please, do send him to
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The health of her grandmama 
being very delicate, they were advised to try tho ad

vantages of sea-bathing, and accordingly, in the sum

mer of 1820, we find Amanda Elizabeth on the fash
ionable list at Long Branch, where her reputed wealth 

procured lier much attention from the crowd of visi

tors assembled there. Among the number was Charles 
Montrose, a voting man of genteel appearance and 

manners, who was introduced to Elizabeth by her 
cle, as the son of a particular friend of his, from the 

Stale of Ohio.

Happening a few evenings ago, in company where 

subject was discussed which I consider of import- 

to my female friends, I presume to offer a few
'

ance
remarks for your paper, with the earnest desire that it 

may be productive of good.
That cleanliness and gentility are paramount requi

sites in the female character, will, 1 presume, he ad

mitted hv all. 1 have been much gratified by observ

ing the increased attention bestowed upon these quali

ties among my young female acquaintances, for years 

past ; hut inv sensibilities are considerably shocked 

at the idea held by some, that when we dear creatures 

commence our matrimonial career, there ceases to he

Taiutha’s -sister.
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Amanda Elizabeth was the daughter of very res

pectable parents, who, living in retirement in the 

country, consigned her, at an early age, to the care of 

her maternal grandmother, a lady of great wealth and 

strong partialities, and who was passionately attached 

to her little namesake. Soon after this change had 

taken place, the mother of Amanda Elizabeth died, 

and her father, in the course of a few months, marri

ed his housekeeper. Thus the ties were severed, (hat 

that had hound Elizabeth to her father's house, and 
site became from that time the acknowledged heiress 

of her grandinama’s large fortune. The old lady was 

weak and blindly indulgent, and every wish or whim 

of her grandchild was instantly attended fo. When 

she chose to ride, her pony was immediately prepared, 

and a servant to attend her :—then the little

lie improved his acquaintance, and 
married Amanda Elizabeth only a few weeks 

to the death of her grandmother ; but what was his 
astonishment to learn that every cent of the old lady’s 

property was secured to his v./e, and that he could 
not command a dollar of it. lie had observed 
al mean and petty acts of his selfish helpmate, and 

every succeeding month confirmed this awakening 
opinion ; hut when through uncontrolable circum

stances, he became a bankrupt in his business, and 

dependent on her for even the means of subsistence, 

he most bitterly cursed the hour he united himself to 

this heartless and selfish being, Her servants despis

ed, and iter acquaintances avoided her ; and the only 

visible pleasure she seemed to take in life was in ex

clusive self-indulgence, in which her own husband

previous

any inducement or necessity for paying so strict a re

gard to those matters as previously.

There appears to me no good reason why females 

should nut endeavor to look as tidy and bcwilchingly 

beautiful, after marriage, as before. Indeed they 

should try to excell those whom they have left in “sin

gle blessedness,” for their sphere of action is enlarged 

—their inlluenee is extended—their example looked for 

—and their counsel and instruction sought after.— 

But, 1 blush for my sex, when I confess that there are 

those who are not only negligent of a duo regard to 

tidiness, but advocate slovenliness, because they have 
been so unfortunate as to get married ! Poor souls !

A short time since, I called in the afternoon, to see

sever-
'i
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would probably change her mind and [»refer the car

riage :—this was directly ordered ; and in this way 

the germ of selfishness was implanted, which opera

ted us a governing principle in the afterlife of Aman

da Elizabeth.
When she had reached her tenth year, her uncle, a 

man of good sense, prevailed on his mother to place 

her in a celebrated boarding school, for the purpose 

of obtaining an education, as he saw it was utterly 

impossible to expect any improvement from a child 

who went to school, and studied, only when she her

self chose it. The old lady yielded reluctantly, and 

felt a pang at parting witli her darling, which was en

tirely unreciprocated by the giddy Elizabeth.

She was furnished with every luxury for her own 

private indulgence, and all her trunks and boxes were 

carefully locked, and the keys consigned to a little 

pocket worn in secret, beneath her dress. She was 

selfish to a surprising degree for one of her age, and 

was never known to lend the smallest article, for a 

single moment, to any of her companions-; for so 
deeply rooted was the despicable principle of selfish

ness, that she kept every thing under lock and key, 

and would steal alone up into a chamber during play 

hours, that she might feast on the delicacies her fond

was
not permitted to share. And Charles Montrose, in 

writing to his intimate friend, gives him the following 

advice, with which we shall close the history of 

Charles Montrose and Amanda Elizabeth :—“ Never, 

my dear George, be allured by any prospect of for

tune, however great, to sacrifice the warm affections 
of the heart at the unfeeling shrine of selfishness.”

my dear sister Tahitha, who has been married so long 
a time as nearly half a year. She was once remarka

ble for her notableness and good housekeepirfg.— 

Her person was ever decently attired, and whether at 

housework, needlework, or any other domestic fluty, 

she evinced such a neatness and loveliness of

1
appear

ance as at once rendered her the gaze and admiration 
ot all who knew her. But, oh ! how changed ! I met 
her with her hair which once ornamented her beauti-

Theodore.
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Sketches of the History of the Science of Botany.
[Concluded from page 118.]

The science having been thus put upon a better 

footing, in consequence of the ideas of method sug

gested by the botanists just mentioned, and at the 

same time enriched by the fruit of their labors, began 

to be cultivated with still greater interest. Father 

Plumier, a native of Marseilles, adopting the system 

of Tournefort, with whom he was contemporary, 

made three voyages to America and the West Indies, 

in order to examine the animal and vegetable produc

tions of these parts : and so well did he accomplish 

the object which he had in view, that, besides leaving 

behind him a numerous collection of plants, drawings 

and MSS. which are still preserved in the national li

brary at Paris, he had an opportunity, during his life
time, of favoring the world with several excellent pub

lications, the last of which, on the Filices or Ferns of 

America, is still regarded as the best on the subject.

Plumier was followed by Sir Hans Sloane, Louis 

Fcuillcc, Englebert Kcmpber and John Gbrjçtia»

Iful forehead, all hanging in dishevelled particles at 

the mercy of the winds—slipshod—anil up to her eyes 
in suds and grease. A tub of dirty water stood in the 

middle of the room—the frying-pan was on the dres

ser—the tin-kitchen and pewter plates and tin [tans 

were scattered here and there—the scrubbing brush 
in the cupboard—and the store, la ! me ! it 

did at look as though it had been scoured these six 

Such was the situation of things, when her 
little negro maid Dinah came out of the cellar, al

most breathless, to tell her mistress that a neighbor's 
dog hail been there—t urned the top off the meat crock 

stole master’s beef-steak and run away—the cat had 
skimmed the cream off the milk and the rats and 

mice had fine fun.
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Just as she concluded, she step
ped on a lump of soap, which my tidy sister had laid 

mi the floor for safe keeping—away she slid—into the 

ml» went her head, and together on the floor lay poor 
Hinab, tub, suds and all.

1 lectured Tahitha on the vast dissimilarity of her

grandmama had provided ; never offering to share the 

smallest part with her classmates : and although she 
was tolerably sociable with many, yet Éhe carefully 

avoided all decided intimacies, lest they might en

croach on the narrow limits she chose to allow her

self. When the period of her emancipation from
I
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